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DECLASSIFIED
—— HQ USEUCOM
1 January (Oshu date) T

The Centrel Pacific was generally quiet. Photographic coverage was completed
of BIKINI, WOTJE, UJAE and LAE Atolls. Nine hundred pounds of bombs was dropped on
ENYU I., BIKINI Atoll.

HERRING reports sinking one DD at end of old year and one freighter passenger
ship of 9,000 tons and probably sinking one freighter 5,500 tons in New Year.

CTF 57 010851 gives progress report of construction in GILBERTS.

CTF 57 290750 describes details of airfield construction at MAKIN which is
considered inadequate for use by heavy bombers.

In the North SOLOMONS our carrier search planes located 2 CAs, 2 DDs outside
KAVIENG at 0830 L 1 January. At 1100 L carrier planes attacked this force reporting
following hits: 4 heavy bomb hits plus at least one torpedo hit on 1 CA, 2 heavy
bomb hits and at least 2 torpedo hits on 2nd CA, both were left burning, one
heavily. One DD is believed to have been sunk and one heavily damaged. Shore based
bombers were directed to meke air attack on cripples to complete their destruction.

CominCh 012335 permanently allocates 2 full squadrons of destroyers to 7th
Fleet effective at once. At least 1 squadron to be 2100 or 2200 ton class to be
provided from PacFlt.

In the Southwest Pacific our forces were landed at SAIDOR, WEW GUINEA from
APDs and LCIs without opposition. This point is ebout 90 miles beyond to the NW, ,
from our previous position at the BLUCHER Area. / SR
VoA

2 Jenuary (Oshu date)

In the Central Pacific, usual searches were carried out over the MARSHALLS.
One small AK was attacked and was left settling and listing. Planes over JALUIT
saw seven 200-ton craft and two 4,000 ton AKs.

Photographic coverage of UJELANG ATOLL was completed. A near miss was
gcored by 300 pound bomb on possible radio installation on UJELANG ISLAMD.
Return fire from light machine guns.

Air raid alarms were sounded last night at TARAWA, APAMAMA, and MAFIN.
No details were given.

In the South Pacific, Task Group 37.2 (Carrier Group) was directed to
make an air attack on KAVIENG on 4 January, BEast longitude Date, with a
primary terget cruisers which on good indications are expected to be there

on that date. Heavy bombers of TF 33 are also directed to hit KAVIENG on the M
4th. - o i
G 7
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£\ 3 January (Oehu date)

Armmy bombers in the Central Pacific continued their attacks on MARSHALL
Island bases.

() On 2 January 16 B-24's from ELLICE bases and 6 from CANTON took off for
attack on WOTJE. CANTON planes were turned back by weather and 2 others by
mechanical trouble. Five B-24's bombed WOTJE with results unobserved. Thirty
Zekes intercepted of which 8 were destroyed and 5 probables.

Nine B-24's bombed alternate target TAROA and dropped 27 tons from 17000
feet. Hits were observed in NW area, Thirty Zekes also intercepted this flight
of which 2 were destroyed and 2 probables.

Our losses both strikes were 3 B~24's. One exploded, 1 spun in on return
flight and 1 water landed. Dumbo rescue mission sent 3rd. Four planes were
severely damaged and 3 had minor damage.

At noon the 3rd, 9 B-26's attacked JALUIT installations with 75mm. and
straffing. No shipping was seen., Fires were started. One B-25 was lost over
target. ;

At APAMAMA on night of 3 Jenuary ten enemy planes attacked. One PB4Y was
destroyed, 2 damaged, 2 men killed. Air raid warnings were sounded at MAKIN and
TARAWA same night with no details given.

::) In the South Pacific, our carrier air strike on KAVIFNG was oarried out but
no combatant ships were found in harbore. Two destroyers were attacked north of
KAVIENG and hit by bombs and torpedoes. Reports state 1 was surely sunk and the
other probably sunk. Search planes reported other enemy shipping north of KAVIENG
including 2 CLs escoring small convoys. One CL was reported as hit with bombs.
Our carrier and battleship force are retiring at high speed.

While covering landing at SAIDOR January 2nd, E. Long. date, DDs SMITH and
— HUTCHINS collided. SMITH has damage to side plating but speed is not reduced.
ko HUTCHINS bow is bent over requiring docking.

CinCPac 040120 directs BatDiv 7 (RADM Hustvedt) and DesDiv 38 to proceed
best speed of advance to FUNAFUTI and report Com 5th Fleet for dutye. !ﬂyf /

Crm %{\"

4 January (Oahu date)

In the Central Pecific, 18 Liberators from PHILISTINE dropped 22 tons on
alternate target, JALUIT instead KWAJALEIN because of weather. Results were not
observed. There was no interception, AA moderate. Four planes received minor

damage.
Venture's from TARAWA attacked 2 medium AKs at JABOR (JALUIT) with 20
250 pound bombs. One AK was sunk, other not observed because of weather.
Twenty-four Army Dauntless with 24 Aircobras as escort dropped 17 tons
W/ on MILLE, No air opposition or shipping. One Aircobra was lost over target.
DECLASSIFIED .
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4 Januax_-z (Oshu date) =Continued-

Photographic mission over KWAJALEIN obtained low obliques of NW point of
Atoll. Intercepted by 12 Zekes and 1 Liberator was shot down., Three small ves=
sels were seen anchored off ROI.

Enemy bombers were over GILBERTS evening of 3 January as follows: One
ovér TARAWA dropped 6 bambs, 1 over MAKIN 8 bombs, 8 over APAMAMA. Two over
TARAWA dropped 8 bombs evening 4th. Minor damage at APAMAMA only.

TAUTOG reports sinking 2 ships on the 3rd and hitting 1 or 2 ships on
27 December. Results of latter hits unknown.

In the north SOLOMONS our aircraft remein very active.

Reports indicate that due to logistic difficulties the enemy will
attempt gradual evacuation of his forces from south BOUGAINVILLE. ComSoPac
had directed TF 38 and 33 to attack the area by bombardment and bombing. TF 38

composed of 2 CLs and 5 DDs will bombard the SHORTLAND-BUIN Area about midnight
8 January.

Com 10th Fleet 042052 Z defines new median line for Russian traffic in
the North Pacific. P
' Gun A
5 January (Oahu date)
In the Central Pacific, no surface or air activities were reported.

CTF 57, 052113 gives the progress summary of airfield and base development
which is progressing favorably.

In the South Pacific our air forces are very active doing considerable
damage to the enemy.

In the Southwest Pacific, air forces are active in support of our troops at
ARAWE, CAPE CGLOUCESTER and SAIDOR. Consolidation of our positions in these ar7as

are progressing favorably. Ckﬁw\ 5f\

In the Central Pacific, MALOELAP strike by B-26s and MILLE fighter sweep
were turned back by weather north of MAKIN. Close reconnaissance of MAJURO Atoll
disclosed no gun or defense positions.

6 January (Oahu date)

Photographs of ENIWETOK Atoll disclosed that the defenses were minor and in
general the Atoll undeveloped. The airstrip is in use but at present appears to be
used as 8 staging field.

In the South Pacifie, our air forces continue their operations with no major
actions.

Y - . |
Admiral Nimitz and members of his steff returned from conference with CominCh
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In the Central Pacific, six B-24's from NUKUFETAU via TARAWA dropped
10 tons of bombs on TAROA and 8 B-24's dropped 15 tons on WOTJE at midnight
the 6th. Large fires were started at both targets. There was no interception
and AA was week. Our planes were not damaged.

Photographic coverage of RONGELAP and AILINGINAE Atolls were completed.
No enemy activity or installations were observed.

At NAURU, reconnaissance plane saw only one Betty 20 miles NE of island
and reported that new airfield was not operational.

Air raid alarms were sounded at TARAWA and APAMAMA last night with no
details given.

There were no major developments in the South or Southwest Pacific.

W & > *'J/

8 Januery (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, twenty-two Army Dauntless and eleven Hellcats
dropped 9 tons of bombs end strafed EMIDJ ISLAND (JALUIT) morning of the 7th.
Fires were started. There was no air opposition but AA was heavy. Three
Dauntless were damaged.

At TARAWA, three enemy planes evening of the 8th dropped 18 bombs
but caused no damage.

MUSKALLUNGE reports making 2 hits in one tanker apparently damaging
it only on 6 January and sinking 1 ship similer to MURATO on 28 December.
Also, she made a probable hit in 7000 ton AX on 22 December. SILVERSIDES
is still tracking tankers which passed through MUSKALUNGE's position.

In the South Pacific preliminary reports state that our cruiser and
destroyer force completeda successful bombardment of SHORTLAND, FAIST,
POPERANG area at 2219 local time, 8 January. TFires were started with small
amount of opposing fire from shore batteries.

In the Southwest Pacifie intelligence reports indicate that our
landing at SATDOR (NEW GUINEA) has cut off about 14,000 Jap troops between
SI0 and GALI who are short of supplies and mmmunition and with no other way
of obtaining replenishments except via supply submarines. It is expected
that the troops will try to breek through to MADANG prior 11 February.

f
(N’J\‘/?z X
7
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9 January (Oshu date)

In the Central Pacific, 17 Liberators from NANOMEA via TARAWA took off for
strike on WOTJE night 10 January. All but two B-24s were turned beck by weather.
Two bombed target results were not observed.

The same night 7 VP and 7 PB4Y carried out mining project WOTJE successfully.
Eight planes flew over Island at 150 ft. and strafed planes, installations and
vessels. Large fires were started and 1 plane destroyed, 1 probably destroyed, 1
small tenker and 1 patrol vessel were destroyed. Our forces suffered no losses or
casualties.

Two Photron 3 planes covered by 4 PB4Y completed photographic coverage of
KWAJALEIN Island. They encountered no interception and light to medium AA. All
planes returned safely. About 10 medium ships 14 small vessels were sighted in
KWAJALEIN anchorage.

SEAWOLF reports attacking a 9 ship convoy on the 10th of Januery. One
freighter was sunk. Another attack on vessel under tow is planned for next dey.

FLYING FISH reported sinking 1 freighter, 1 tanker in December for 15,000

tons. CRUA gﬁfv/?

10 January (Oahu date)

. In the Central Pacific our planes made no strikes at enemy bases in the
MARSHALLS. At TARAWA and APAMAUA eir-raid alarms were sounded but no details
were given.

CTF 57 (RADm Hoover) 100556 gives status of special mining project in the
MARSHALLS.

Accumulating evidence indicates that the enemy BB MUTSU was sunk by an

internal explosion about July 1943 in Empire waters. (jjikjhh /7/0/

11 January (Oshu date)

In the Central Pacific, sixteen B-24s from ELLICE bases via TARAWA on night
11th dropped 31 tons, 100 lb. bombs, on TAROA starting many fires and explosions.

Nine B-24s took off from BAKER for TAROA. Three were turned back by weather
and one jettisoned its bombs. The remaining 5 planes bombed MILLE, night of 1lth
with 6 tons. Results were not observed. We suffered no losses or casualties.

Ten PB4Ys including 2 photographic planes in a special low level strike
KWAJALEIN Island against shipping and to obtain oblique photographs, hit at 1300
local time. Two small AKs were sunk and 4 damaged. Bomb hits were made on gun
positions on each end of island and docks, headquarters, radioc station, ENUBUJ I.
store houses burned. All planes returned with no damege or casualties.

One enemy bomber over TARAWA 10th dropped 4 bombs in lagoon causing no
damage. On the night 11 January Right bombs were dropped in water near MAXKIN
causing no damage and enemy planes over APAMAMA dropped bombs in area SW of strip
with no damage.

DECLASSIFIED s s
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from convoy previously attacked.

|
SEAWOLF reported sinking crippled ship and towing ship for 16,000 tons ‘
STURGEON reported obtaining 1 hit in 7,000 ton tanker in a 7 ship escorted ?
convoy on January llth.
CominCh 112148 quotes JCS approved policy that no action will be taken by
them which could be construed as a basis for any nation other than f1.s. obtaining
sovereignty in Japanese Mandated Islands. y

A G}o\
O

12 January (Osahu date)

In the Central Pacific nine B-25s from TARAWA carried out a low altitude '
attack on shipping and installations at MALOELAP at dusk 11 January. Results :
of strike are: one 500 ton AK probably sunk, 1 DD or CL damaged, installations on
several islands of atoll damaged. Of 5 to 7 intercepting Zekes 2 probably damaged.
All of our planes returned with two slightly damaged.

Eight PB4Ys from APAMAMA with PhotRon 3 completed low altitude strike on
shipping at KWAJALEIN and photographic coverage of several landing beaches on
KWAJALEIN ISLAND and adjacent islets. Four medium cargo vessels and two 150 ft.
vessels were hit and left burning. DBomb hits were also made on installations at
KWAJALEIN ISLAND, ENUBUJ, ENNYLABEGAN and GEA. All planes returned, one slightly
damaged.

TARAWA was attacked last night by 12-15 high altitude bombers. Damage
was caused as follows: At Hawkins Field 1 dead 2 wounded, 1 PV severely damaged,
6 PV and 1 LB-30 received minor damage. At Mullinix Field, CB machine shop
was destroyed. Three minor casualties on USS SUMNER from bomb fragments,

Four P-39s were over MILLE on reconnaissance missions 10th and 1lth Jan.
Bombs were dropped on target and installations strafed. One P-39 was shot down
on 10th but pilot was rescued by PBY.

CinCPOA 120503 (pink) to CTF 57 directs that Army heavy bombardment units
be placed in rest status until 20 January in order to insure adequate effectiveness
later.

CTF 57 130213 replies to above in affirmative and states that 3 medium and |
4 heavy squadrons are being flown into GILBERT bases on the 15th,
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13 January (Oshu date)

An air strike composed of 21 Dauntless and 20 Aircobras from APAMAMA
dropped 6 tons on North end of MILLE Islands in the storage area on the after-
noon of 12 January. A small fire was started. There was no interception but
AA was heavy. Two Dauntless were slightly damaged. No shipping was sighted.

Photographs taken of the B-25 strike on MALOELAP made on the 11lth reveal
& 3,000 ton AK on fire and sinking and a destroyer on fire.

ComSoPac 140202 (pink) states SoPac Aircraft A€ ready to strike NAURU as
situation dictates and requests designation of days on which strikes should be
made .

SEAWIOLF reports blowing up medium freighter loaded with gasoline on
14 January, k11 torpedoes are expended but SEAWOLF is trailing remainder of convoy

of 3 Marus and 2 escorts. O_J“-//

In the Central Pacif'ic our aircraft made several strikes:

Twelve Liberators bombed ROI and NAMUR Islands night of 14 January with
12 tons of one hundred pound bombs and some incendiaries. Judging from explosions
and large fires great damage must have been inflicted. There was no interception
and no losses or casualties in our force.

Three B-25s attacked shipping in WOTJE daylight the 14th., One medium AK |
was sunk and 2 possibly damaged. All of our planes returned with one plane damaged.

Nine B-25s8 from TARAWA bombed and strafed installations on WOTJE at dusk
of 13 Jan. Several small vessels were hit. Our planes suffered no damage. |

Sixteen P-39s and 21 Dauntless midmorning 13th dropped 14 tons on MILLE.
Fires were started in southern barracks area and 4 twin engine fighters strafed.
All planes returned with slight damage to 1 Dauntless.

CTF 57 Dis. 150321 gives further details on mining in MARSHALLS stating
that the 2nd Phase of the mining operations there was completed.

CinCPac 141953 (pink) to ComSoPac outline tentative plans for use of

carrier divisions in support of SoPac operations.
()/ v jd |
- |
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In the Central Pacific our air activity was limited to search patrols.

Alr raid alarms were sounded last night at MAKIN, TARAWA and APAMAMA
with no details given.

The SEAHORSE reports sinking a loaded medium transport escorted by
2 PCs and 2 Trawler type escorts last night in area north of TRUK. Number of
escorts and persistent depth charging frustrated daylight attack but indiceted
valuable target., |

ComSoPac reports the following results from a damaging air strike on
ships in SIMPSON HARBOR 15 January: Direct hits on 7 AKs with 9 bombs and 16
demaging misses on same ships, one direct hit plus 4 damaging misses on possible
DD, one direct hit on possible CL. Our aircraft encountered 30 Zekes over NEW
IRELAND - DUKE OF YORK area and 60-70 Zeros, Oscars and Tony's during attack.
Our aircraft destroyed 29 fighters 16 probables, while our losses were 2 F6Fs,
6 F4Us, 1 SBD and 1 TBE but 4 pilots were rescued.

16 January (Oshu dat : /
an (Oahu date) C&é}t:

In the Central Pacific several bombing strikes on MARSHALL ISLAND bases
were carried out.

Twenty five Army Dauntless, 16 Aircobras, 8 Warhawks dropped 90 percent
of 21 tons on MILLE noon of the 16th and all planes strafed. One Aircobra was
lost over target and pilot of another bailed out on return flight. Four planes '
received minor damage. j

Four MAKIN Aircobras using intruder tactics shot down 2 Bettys that were
cireling the field at MILLE dawn the 16th.

Nine B-2b6s from TARAWA dropped 8 tons of bombs on shipping and installations
at MALOELAP from 50 ft. afternoon of 16th. One medium AX and one small AK were
possibly sunk. Dsmage was also done to ground installations. Of 40 to 50 inter=-
cepting fighters 2 were probably destroyed. One B-25 was shot down, 1 received
ma jor and 7 minor damage.

Search planes destroyed small AK at LIKIEP Atoll and left a small AK
sinking near JALUIT.

Enemy air raids were carried out on our bases in the GILBERTS by flights
of 8 planes each from 25,000 ft. on nights of 15-16 January. Three flights over
MAXIN and two over TARAWA resulted in a total of 46 casualties. At MAKIN 5 are
dead 7 seriously injured. There was no material damage. One enemy plane shot
down by MAKIN night fighter. Marine night fighters from TARAWA had negative !
results. (

Airfield conditions permitting PBY and PV PARAMUSHIRU bombing and photo
flight will be undertaken night of 16-17 January.

CTF 57 120120 gives progress report of developments on GILBERTS bases.

In the South and Southwest Pacific the consolidation of our positions at
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, SATDOR, NEW GUINEA and ARAWE and CAPE GLOUCESTER, NEW BRITAIN

are progressing favorably. OECLASSIFIED [

Authority: EOQ 12958, as amended
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" Intelligence reports indicate that the enemy surface forces at TRUK on
the target date of FLINTLOCK will be considerably below the average strength.
f

17 January (Oahu date) CU.))\ ,/x"‘\ |

In the Central Pacific, one search plane hit a small freighter 15 miles
NE of KWAJALEIN ISLAND and was attacked by 4 Zekes. One Zeke was probably de-
stroyed. t

Air raid alarms were sounded at TARAWA and MAKIN last night but no details
were reported.

FLASHER reports sinking a 6000 ton freighter with 2 hits on the 18th,
Ee. Long. date, NW of MARCUS ISLAND.

SEAWOLF reports that she watched WHALE sink the third ship of a convoy
that SEAWOLF had attacked previously and trailed after all her torpedoes had
been expended.

In the North Pacific the flight to PARAMUSHIRU was postponed one day
due to weather,

ComAirSoPac 172246 delineates the boundary between SoPac and SoWesPac
aerial responsibilities in the Northern SOLOMONS and BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO.

CinCPac 180330 (pink) is a directive to ComSoPac and JTF 57 for conduct-
ing pre~FLINTLOCK strikes on NAURU.

J

Ay ey [ BRI T
18 Jenuary (Oahu date)
In the Central Pacific, nine B-25's bombed MIILE afternocon 17 Jan.

causing damage to installations and starting explosions and 2 large fires. No
aircraft were seen but medium AA fire was accurate and damaged 3 Mitchells.

8ix Photoron & planes escorted by 12 PB4Y's obtained vertical photo-
graphic of KUSAIE and bombed installations at LELE HARBOR. Our planes encountered
no aircraft or AA fire and saw no shipping in harbor. One twin engine plane was
seen about 35 miles east of KUSAIE. Airfield was not operational.

Three enemy planes over HAWKINS and two over MULLINIX Fields early eve-
ning 17 January dropped 29 bombs into TARAWA lagoon from high altitude causing
no damage. There was no interception.

HADDOCK reports sighting 2 CV, 1 CL and several DD Southeast of GUAM on a
NW course and obtaining 2 hits possibly 3 or 4 on one CV which intelligence states
was the UNYO.

In the North Pacific, the flight to PARAMUSHIRU was again postponed due to
weather.
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19 January 1944 (Oahu Date)

In the Central Pacific our medium bombers and fighters concentrated on
MILLE end JALUIT. Fifteen Army Dauntless and 8 Warhawks dropped 16 tons on JABOR
I. (JALUIT) ‘'on 18 January. Fires were started. Intense AA fire shot down 2
Dauntless but one crew wex$ rescued by Dumbo 10 mi. south of JALUIT.

Also on the 18th twelve B-25s dropped 9 toms of bombs and strafed MILLE
from low altitude. Nine B-25s received minor damage and 3 men were injured. There
was no interception.

On 19 January 17 B-25s from TARAWA dropped 11 tons of bombs from 100 f£t. on
MILLE. Good fires were started and 5 planes of 6 on ground were damaged. There
was no interception but AA was intense and accurate. Two B-258 were shot down, 3
received major damage and 4 minor.

The same morning 9 Warhawks from MAKIN strafed JALUIT and left a small
corvette burning and probably sank a smaell sailing vessel. There was no intercep-
tion or AA fire.

BATFISH reports sinking 1 Maru end probably another of a 4 ship convoy with
two escorts south of HONSHU. BATFISH is meking sure that the 2nd ship sinks.

ComllorPac 090020 corrects previously announced (on 4 Jan.) Russian shipping
route in North Pacific.

CTF 16 200034 states snti-submarine attack restrictions during the FLINT-

LOCK operations. C "#*’t?f
,"1'

20 January 1944 (Oahu Date)

In the Central Pacific our heavy bombers again started the bombing of
enemy MARSHALL Island bases.

On 20 January air strikes were made as follows: Thirteen B-24s dropped
25 tons of bombs on WOTJE from 4 to 10,000 ft. There was no interception and
AA fire was weak. One plane was lost but there were no other deamages or casual-
ties.

Twelve PVs dropped 11 tons from low altitude on EMIDJ (JALUIT). Results
were unobserved. One plane was lost end 2 damaged by AA fire.

Eighteen B-25s took off for TAROA but were turned back by weather. Re-
sults believed to be negative.

Six B-25s on special attack on AXKs reported NW of JALUIT were turned back
by weather,

Search planes bombed 2 small cargo ships damsging them and obtained one
direct hit on a 4,000 ton AK,

There is no change in the conditions of the submarine FLIER and rescue ship
MACAW aground in channel at MIDWAY. Salvage officer and craft are working to re-
float them when weather improves. Ships suffered no serious damage so far,

/3
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Air strikes from the GILBERTS on enemy bases in the MARSHALLS consisted
of the following:

Fifteen B-24s dropped 30 tons on ROI and KWAJALEIN Islands in early
morning. There was no interception and AA fire was light which caused slight
damage to one plane. Two planes crashed on midnight take-off at HAWKINS FIELD
killing 17.

Nine B-25s bombed MILLE at noon from low altitude with 8 tons and strafed
installations. No interception, but intense AA fire. Three planes were damaged.

Twenty-three Army Dauntless with 11 Warhawks bombed JALUIT with 12 tons
and strafed EMIDJ and TINIET Islands morning 2lst; two Dauntless were damaged.

Twelve B-2bs did not find the target, TAROA and several jettisoned bombs
on AUR Atoll.

SEAHORSE reports sinking both freighters of 2 ship convoy on 21 January
with 3 escorts in Lat 3-19 N, 137-02 E. Two hits were made by electric torpedoes.

In the North Pacific, air strikes were made on two successive nights
19-20 Januery and 20-21 January on the PARAMUSHIRU Area. The first attack was
made by 4 Catalinas. Two PBYs bombed the KASHIWABARA and MUSASHI WAN areas.
Each dropping two 500 1b. bombs, eight 100 pounders, 14-15 20 1b. fragmentation
bombs. AA fire was encountered from several batteries. The other 2 PBYs failed
to find target and jettisoned bombs. All planes returned safely to ATTU.

Three Venturas the same night bombed the KASHIWABARA ares and took photo-
graphs. All planes returned safely with good pictures.

The night of 20-21 January 3 PBYs and 3 Venturas bombed the PARAMUSHIRU
area all but one plane found the target. AA fire was encountered from various
batteries. Bomb loads were 2-250 1b. by PBYs and 3-250 1b. by PV-1. Both
types carried 14 to 20 fragmentation bombs per plane.

Several reports of enemy submarines during the past week were made south-
west of OAHU but no positive sightings. The last reported contact was of a
possible periscope bearing 2089, distance 12 miles from BARBERS POINT LIGHT.

b 24

In the Central Pacific, air searches were carried out from GILBERT
Island bases. O(ne plane attacked two ships and left one burning. No details
were given.

22 January (Oahu date)

At MIDWAY, the submarine FLIER was refloated. Work is going shead to

free the MACAVW. %
»
Rl
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23 January (0Oshu date) JISEUCOM

In the Central Pacific, air strikes were carried out on enemy bases
in the MARSHALLS on 22 Jenuary as follows:

Ten B~24's dropped 20 tons of bombs on ROI, Damage was caused to ground
installations and to some 20-25 two engined bombers on ground. Of 12-15 inter=

cepting Zekes 1 was shot dowm, 4 probables, 3 damaged. Three Liberators received

minor damage from AA fire.

Seven B-24's and 5 Ventura's bombed EMIDJ (JALUIT) with 21 tons from
10,000 feet and 4 tons at low level in late afternoon. Hits were obtained on
installations and fires were started. There was no interception and no damage
to our planes.

Nine B-25's bombed WOTJE at noon from low level with 9 tons and strafed
with 75mm cammon. Ground installations were damaged and one medium AK probably
sunk. Three of our planes received minor demage.

Twelve B-25's dropped 24 tons on KAVEN I. (MALOFLAP) by mistake for
TAROA at noon. Twenty-five to thirty Zekes and Hamps intercepted of which 2
were destroyed and 1 damaged. Three B-25's were lost, one crew being rescued
by Dumbo.

One B~-24 dropped 2 tons on MILLE in barracks area.

On 23 January 21 B-25's dropped 14 tons and strafed TAROA in two waves.
Damage was caused and 3 intercepting Zekes shot down and 2 probably shot down.

Searchplanes on 22 January damaged 2 small AKs at AILINGLAPALAP and left
one burning. Light AA fire was encountered.

No activity was seen at EBON and NAMORIK Atolls. On the 23rd, search
plane bombed and left a 8000 ton AK sinking 35 miles SE of KWAJALEIN.

ARCHERFISH reports sinking of one large AK from a convoy of 4 ships with
3 escorts off CHINA Coast on 22 January.

An enemy submarine was attacked by 2 fighters from one of our carrier
groups (58.2) about midway between BAKER and APAMAMA. There are no indications
that any reports have been made of the possibility that our carriers are in the
area.

The FLIER under tow of the FLORIKAN for PEARL encountered a heavy storm
but is epparently riding it out well.

In the North Pacific, a night air attack on 22-23 January was made in
the PARAMUSHIRU Area by 3 Catalina's and 3 Ventura's., Areas on which bombs
were dropped were KASHIWABARA, KAKUMABETSU, KATAOKA, ARAHATA ZAKI and SHINUSHU,.
Sporedic AA fire was encountered. Fhotographs were taken.

Joint Chiefs of Staff to CinCSoWesPac 231510 (pink) is a directive for
operations in the South and Southwest Pacific and the support required from the
Pacific Fleet.

Joint Chiefs of Staff to CinCPOA 231515 (pink) is a directive to CinCPOA
for support of operations in the South and Southwest Pacific.
1842
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23 January (0Oahu date) - Continued -

JCS 231520 (pink) directs that the conference to be held on 27 January
at PEARL take up question of Naval Support and Assault shipping required for

BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO Operations.
—~—
24 January (Oahu date)

In the Central Pacific, twenty-four B-24's dropped 48 tons on WOTJE
evening of 23rd from 8 to 11 thousend feet. Fires were sterted. There was no
interception and AA fire wes moderate. Our planes were not damaged.

|
STURGEON returning from patrol reports sinking 2 unknown ships of a

3 ship escorted convoy during the night of 24th. On 16 Jan. the STURGEON sank

a 7000 ton freighter and made a "bulls eye" on a large single stack destroyer.

In addition she got a hit on a tenker which wes previously reported.

All task groups are proceeding towards their initial stations for
FLINTLOCK. Except for the attack by two fighters on an enemy submarine about
midway between BAKER I. end APAMAMA no incidents or contacts with the enemy
have been reported.

ComNorPac 250653 reports that three 86500 ft. airfields are under
construction in the Aleutisns. One each on SHEMYA, AMCHITKA and UMNAK which
can be finished by 1 March.

In the Central Pacific, the following air strikes were made on enemy
bases in the MARSHALLS on 24 January.

24 Army Dauntless, 12 Aircobras, 7 Warhawks bombed and strafed MILLE with
17 tons. There was no interception but 3 Dauntless were damaged by AA fire.

8 B-2bs bombed WOTJE with 7 tons and strafed installations. Large fires
were started. There was no interception but 5§ planes were damaged by AA fire.

|

9 B-25s hit TAROA end small craft in harbor with 9 tons and strafed instal- |
lations. Fires end explosions were started. Of 30 intercepting Zekes one was shot
down and one probably destroyed. One B-25 crashed north of ARNO and one was '
damaged.

15 B-24s, night of 24th, dropped 24 tons on TAROA. Many fires were started
and demage was estimated as severe. No interception or damage to our planes.
One B-24 at MILLE and one at WOTJE each dropped 2 tons of bombs.

Search planes sighted 2 DDs end 1 PC in ATLINGLAPALAP afterncon 24th.
A special air strike dawn 25th failed to locate this force. Other search plenes
on the 24th attacked small freighters, one to westward of UJAE Atoll and one in
UJELANG Atoll. The latter was probably damaged.

The STURGEON reports a probable hit on 1 AK of 2 ship convoy under 1 es-
cort on 26 Jan. SKIPJACK is working on a 2 AK convey apparently heading for
ENIWETOK . JJF

Our forces proceeding to FLINTLOCK are still apparently undeteoted.ligf—f



P
o™

-] )

Weather prevented strike on ROI Island.

DECLASSIFIED

"Um?ﬁfv: EQ 12958, as amended
L& |
26 January (Oahu Date) SEUCOM |

In the Central Pacific the following air strikes were made on enemy
bases in MARSHALL ISLANDS on 25 Jane.

~

Eighteen B-24s dropped 36 tons at dusk on KWAJALEIN from 10,000 ft.
Target area was in flames. There was no interception but 1 plane was damaged.
Planes sighted 1 to 3 warships numerous AKs and small craft in harbor.

Nine B-25s dropped § tons on TAROA from low level mid afternoon. Air-
field and installations were hit and fires started. One grounded Betty was
destroyed. Of 30-35 intercepting Zekes and Hamps 1 was destroyed 3 probables
and 5 damaged. Four of our planes were damaged. I

23 Dauntless 12 Aircobras bombed MILLE in forenoon with 14 tons starting
4 fires and explosions. There was no interception but 4 Dauntless received
slight damage.

At 2230 GCT on the 25th Marine Fighting Squadron 422 took off from
TARAWA in formation for FUNAFUTI vie NANOMEA. One arrived FUNAFUTI one landed
safely at NIUTOA I. and & number parachuted near NUI I. when gas gave out. An
intensive search of 2 Desdivs and many planes is underway. No plausible ex=~
planation can be made according to CTF 57.

ComNorPac 262045 quotes Americen Consul Vladivostok 250010 in regard
to Russien wishes for operation of whalers in Bering sea morth of 63°,

27 Jenuary (Oshu Date) =l (o,

In the Central Pacific, Air strikes from GILBERT Island bases were
carried out on Jan. 26th as follows:

Nine B-25s bombed and strafed TAROA from low altitude dropping 4 tons
of bombs and using 75mm canon. Large fires were started. Of 20 intercepting
Zekes, 6 were destroyed in the air, 5 on taking off and 1 prog ble. Zekes
followed B-25s to 50 miles to southward where they were met bypMAKIN P-40s in |
accordance with plan, who destroyed 4 Zekes, 1 Tony, 1 Kate and probebly destroyed |
4 Zekes, 1 Kate. We had no losses and slight demage.

Nine B-26s dropped 7 tons and strafed with 75mm EMIDJ I. (JALUIT) from
low altitude. AA intense results unobserved. We had no losses or casualties.

== ="

Regular searches were carried out by GILBERT planes who sighted only
1 small AK near KWAJALEIN.

SWORDFISH reports sinking the following ships: 7000 ton AK on the 13th,
6000 ton AK or AP on the 15th and 9000 ton AK the 17th.

Results of search conducted for pilots of MarFitRon 422 as reported
2100 - 27 January were 1 pilot rescued, 12 pilots located 100 mi. WSW FUNAFUTI;
1 body recovered. Sixteen pilots are accounted for and 7 still missing. Search
is continuing.

=continued= DECL@S&HED |
Authority: EO 12958, as amended
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27 January (0Oshu date) -continued-

ComCenPac 270615 reports that MAKIN Lagoon will be available for use .
by all types of ships during FLINTLOCK. There is ample anchorage area and i
least depth in a fairly straight 500 ft. wide channel is 43 feet. i

28 January (Oahu date) :i:ﬁ’1:7’ c;&\

Air strikes by land based aircraft on enemy bases in the MARSHALLS was
intensified.

MILLE was hit by 23 Army Dauntless, 10 Aircobras with 14 tons on gun posi- :
tions and radio tower. One Dauntless was lost over target and 6 were damaged.
There was no interception or shipping.

WOTJE was struck with 6 tons from 9 B-26s. Large fires were started but
no interception. One B-25 was brought down with crew in raft 10 miles N of WOTJE.

NAURU was bombed with 6 tons morning 27th by 6 B-26s. Results not observed.

TAROA barracks area received 21 tons in early part of night from 7 B-24s.
Fires were started. TAROA was again hit by 7 B-258 at 1600 local 28th, with 4%
tons and strafing. Damage to barracks and hangars was observed. One B-25 was
lost over target.

Night strikes on ROI, KWAJALEIN, WOTJE and TAROA by land based aircraft
are reported in progress in accordance with plan.

Search planes on 27 Jan. saw no shipping in WOTJE, MALOELAP, JALUIT, MILLE,
ATJLINGLAPALAP, EBON, NAMORIK, AUR or MAJURO. At MAJURO no incresse in enemy ac-
tivity was observed since 10 December.

A special search of 10 Venturas for enemy picket boats produced negative |
results.

ANGLER returning from patrol reports sinking 1 large tanker, 1 medium
tanker, 1 patrol boat from which they got 1 Nip prisoner and damaging 1 medium
freighter.

FINBACK returning home reports having sunk 1 large tanker on 2 Janusry
with 6 hits out of 6 shots.

Our forces proceeding to FLINTLOCK operations are still apparently

undetected.
O —=p o

= it R

29 Jeanuary (Oahu date)

The night strikes by shore based air which were scheduled to preceed our
carrier air strikes were carried out night 28-29 Jan. as follows:

ROI was bombed by 5 B-24s with 13 tons. DECLASSIFIED
Authority: EO 12958, as amended
KWAJALEIN I. received 12 tons from 4 B-24s. HQ USEUCOM

WOTJE was hit with 27 tons from 9 Liberators.

-continued- 1845
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10 USEUCOM
JALUIT was bombed by 2 B-24s with 3 tons.

TAROA was hit with 2 tons from 1 Mariner. There was no AA fire or inter-
ception but one B-24 was missing as a result of these strikes. |

A Mitchell mission to WOTJE was attacked by carrier F6Fs at dusk on 29th
and 1 Mitchell was shot down others damaged., Similar scheduled strikes were
cancelled.

Three photo planes got pictures and dropped bombs on TAROA afternoon of
the 28th. Good recent oblique photographs of MAJURO were also obtained.

Search planes in the MARSHALLS reported a convoy composed of 3 AKs, 2 DEs,
2 small escorts and 2 fighters covering 70 miles west of ROI on course 300
speed 8.

THRESHER reports sinking 3 AKs and 1 AO for 25000 tons and damaging a
10000 ton AO with one hit.

SEAHORSE reports sinking an additional AK for 7500 tonse.
While no reports from our forces have been received, intelligence reports

indicate that our carrier strikes on TAROA, WOTJE, KWAJALEIN and ROI preliminary
to FLINTLOCK have been carried out as planned at dewn 29 Jan. west longitude date.

30 January (Oshu date) M

In the Central Pacifiic, shore based air carried out attacks inffha MARSHALLS
in support of FLINTLOCK.

5

Flights of B-25s composed of nine planes each bombed outlying islands in
MALOELAP Atoll with 4 tons and 76mm canon and WOTJE where large fires were
started.,

EMIDJ I. (JALUIT) was attacked by 18 Dauntless snd P-40s with 9 tons of
bombs and strafing.

Air strikes by shore based air in GILBERTS night 29-30 Jan. were carried
out as follows: 7-B24s dropped 21 tons on ROI, eight Liberators bombed
KWAJALEIN with 24 tons, four B-24s hit WOTJE with 9 tons, five B-24s and
3 Venturas dropped 20 tons on MILLE, 2 Catalinas hit TAROA with 1 ton, one |
B-24 dropped 3 tons on JALUIT. |
|
|

Five members of B-25 crew shot down by F6F were rescued immediately but
one went down with plane. Seven pilots from VMF 422 are still missing.

Fleet Air Wing 2 in a flight of 18 Coronados bombed WAKE night 30-31 Jan.
All bombs lended on or near field. All planes returned to MIDWAY safely.

The limited reports received from TFC engaged in FLINTLOCK indicate that
operations are satisfactorily proceeding in accordance with plan.

The only damage to ships reported so far was one shell hit in CIC of the
ANDERSON during the bombardment of WOTJE which killed the Commanding Officer,
2 other officers, 3 enlisted men and injured 8.

~continued= 184F
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CTG 58.1 reported losing 6 VF and 4 VT in D-2 days operations.

There have been no reports, so far, of any enemy air attacks or submarine
attacks on our forces. No enemy cambatant ships have been sighted in the
MARSHALL area. |

C%/ Chun |

FLINTLOCK operations in the MARSHALLS are proceeding very satisfactorily
so far and in accordance with plan.

31 January (Oshu date)

Reports indicate that our air attacks both by shore based and carrier based
planes have been very effective and that enemy aircraft in the area have been
destroyed or shot down. Bombing by aircraft and surface ship bombardment have
caused heavy destruction on all enemy air bases in the area and airfields are
being kept not operational.

The Channel Islands near ROI and KWAJALEIN Islands have been captured
shortly after dawn, as planned, and artillery mounted thereon to provide close
supporting fire for the main assault tomorrow. Losses were reported as light.

MAJURO Atoll was found free of the ememy and its occupation provided im-
mediately a large and deep anchorage.

Complete detailed photographic coverage of ENIWETOK Atoll is being obtained
which indicates that consideration is being given by ComS5thPhibFor to the possi-
bility of executing CATCHPOLE immediately after FLINTLOCK should conditions
permit,.

Two more pilots of VMF 422 have been rescued leaving 5 still unaccounted for.

APOGON reports sinking 1 large AP or tender and another unidentified ship |
night 3lst.

SEAHORSE reports sinking a 7000 ton AK carrying gas. Total sunk for this f
patrol & ships for 31000 tons.

CinCPac 312259 is a reply to Marshall's 120107 in regard to reduction of
Army forces in rear areas in CentPac and SoPac and the possibility of supplyi:;
o

CentPac needs from SoPac bases. (:kuw\
1 February (Oahu date) e

Heavy naval and shore battery bombardment and bombing and strafing by
carrier aircraft from dawn until hour of landing permitted troecps at ROI-NAMUR
end KWAJALEIN to land without opposition. By dark ROI was completely in our hands
and all but 1/3 of northern part of NAMUR as well. At PORCELAIN troops encountered
resistance at western end of air etrip but continued advance. A secondary landing
near wharf advanced toward northern end of islend. No reports of casualties were
received but for the initial stages of occupation are believed to be light.

It appears probable that all objectives will have been captured by D42 day
with mopping up to be done on outlying islands of atoll.

ot DECLASSIFIED
Authority: EO 12958, as amended
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1 February (Oahu date) -continued-

(5 The WASHINGTON and INDIANA which were in collision at 0430 local time are
proceeding under escort to MAJURO where repair ships will assist in initiel
repairs.

— Effective neutralization is being carried out of WOTJE, MALOELAP airfields

by & cruiser group eand of MILLE and JALUIT by shore-based air from GILBERTS.

While no report was received from the carrier aircraft strike on ENIWETOK
it is believed to have been successful and reinforcement planes destroyed on the
ground.

MAJURO legoon is being used as an anchorage for oilers, emmumition ships
and repair ships.

There have been no air or submarine attacks on our surface forces so far.

CominCh 011810 advises that a Russien Convoy Officer stated that beginning
31 January Russian ships will not use TSUSHIMA STRAITS this winter and thnt
confirmation was being obtained from MOSCOW. ",g,

O

/'I'
The seizure and occupation of KWAJALEIN is progressing favorably. m

..—-"".._
2 February (Oahu dats)

The seizure and occupation of KWAJALEIN is progressing favorably.

-D At 1400Y February 2nd all organized resistance on CAMOUFLAGE and BURLESQUE
was overcome.

ComGen 4thMarDiv assumed command ashors at 0925Y (£12). The seizure of
other islands in Atoll is started with ALTON, ALVIN, ANDREN and ANTHONY wesg ocC=-
cupied without resistance. Unloading is underway end defenses being organized.
Preliminary estimated casualties of 4th MarDiv to date are less than 100 killed
and 400 wounded.

L.y At KWAJALEIN I. the 7th Army Division has taken the southern 2/3 of the

=7 island up to 1800Y 2 February. Resistance has stiffened but is being reduced by
ship's guns and artillery. Enemy dead are 1250 and 43 prisoners. Army dead 27,
wounded 190, missing 9. The estimated strength enemy troops is placed at 2000.
Unloading is proceeding. The seizure of BURTON I., a fortified island north of
KWAJALEIN started at 0930(#12) 3 February. Other small islands are being occupied.

CTG 58,3 (RAdm Sherman) reports effective neutralization and destruction of
ENIWETOK airfield and installations commencing dawn D-1 day until dark 2 February.
Great destruction with no worthwhile air targets is reported. Complete photographic
coverage of ENIWETOK and UJELANG was obtained. -

BURNS (DD) returning from search encountered 1 medium A0, 1 medium AKX, 2
e smaller ships at 0100(£12) 30 January near UJAE and sank all four with gunfire.

Airfields on WOTJE, TAROA and MILLE continue to be kept neutralized. 1/

s A
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3 February (Oahu date) 1 USEUCOM

The seizure and occupation of the remaining islands in the KWAJALEIN |
Atoll is proceeding. Considerable progress in this regard has been made in
the ROI-NAMUR Area but no report has been received from the PORCELAIN Area. '
The Task Groups of TF 58 are being assembled at MAJURO for fueling and replace-
ment of ammunition and aircraft in preparation for a carrier aircraft strike on ‘
ships in TRUK about 9 Februarye.

Plans are being made by TF Commanders for an early seizure of ENIWETOK
Atoll as soon as forces can be organizeds The seizure of many secret and confi-
dential Jap charts of most of the Mandate Island Areas including ENIWETOK and
TRUK will expedite planning for the above tasks.

ComAirSoPac has been directed to obtain photographic coverage of TRUK
and PONAPE which he will do on 4 February (E. Long. date).

The neutralization of airfields and facilities on ENIWET(K, WOTJE, TAROA,
MILLE and JALUIT by carrier, shore based eir and cruiser and DD bombardment is
being continued.

So far there have been no enemy air attacks and one enemy sub was sighted
and attacked with good results to the NW of JALUIT.

The WASHINGTON and INDIANA rather severely damaged in collision have ar-
rived at MAJURO where temporary repairs are being made prior to their departure
for PEARLes It is hoped that a speed of 12 and perhaps 15 knots may be maintained.
Both require drydocking.

In the North Pacific, FlairWing 4 sent 3 land Catalinas from ATTU for |
attacks on PARAMUSHIRU Area 2-3 February. One returned due mechanical trouble,

The other two dropped bombs on SURIBACHI WAN - OKOMAYE WAN Area with doubtful
results.

CTG 94 reports bombardment of MUSASHI Area, PARAMUSHIRU completed with I
no damage to the 2 OCL and p DD composing the force. Inaccurate but rapid fire
from shore batteries was encountered. (5¢5V\ e

)‘

4 February (0Oahu date)

The capture of KWAJALEIN, BURTON, BURNET, and BLANKENSHIP Islands by the
7th Division was completed today. Our losses to date in the Southern Attack Force
is reported as 32 killed, 239 wounded, none missing. The enemy lost 1240 killed
and 51 prisoners.

There was no report from the Northern Force but the occupation of the
remaining smell islands in the atoll is proceeding.

The capture and occupation of MAJURO is completed and Commander Advance
Base MAJURO assumed command, 1600 local time 4 Feb. RAdm Jones is proceeding
MAJURO to act as CTF 57 Sub-Commander.

ENIWETOK was bombed by aircraft of carrier group 4 Feb. with 35 tons on
runways and fuel storage. Two concealed Kates were strafed and destroyed.
Report states no effort is being made to repair runways. Carrier group will
make strikes as necessary to keep field inoperative. Cﬂ*“‘

1849
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4 February (Oahu date) - continued -

WAKE was bombed by 18 Coronados from MIDWAY night 4-5 Feb. All planes
returned to MIDWAY.

Initial reports from ROI I. state that enemy runways are poorly constructed

and need major rebuilding with coral. Source of coral is not vigible in prelimin=-
ary inspection. .

2 Photo-Liberators carried out reconnaissance of TRUK 4 Feb. and report
from pilot interrogation states that probably 2 CV, 3 BB, 6 CA, 20-25 CL and DD
are enchored west of DUBLON Island and 19-22 AKs and APs east of DUBLON Island.
There appear to be 2 bomber fields and 3 fighter fields with the possibility of
two others. ComAirSoPac 050623 (pink).

5 February (Oahu date) , C>**\ /’V/’

At KWAJALEIN, all islands except GODFREY I. in the NW corner and a few
adjacent islets to the SE are in our hands. Offensive operations in the south
part of the Atoll have ceased. Reembarkation of troops and departure of ships
is proceeding. .

The neutralization of enemy airfields in the MARSHALL Islands is continu=
ing with carrier aircraft attacking ENIWETOK and land based air bombing WOTJE,
MALOELAP, MILLE on 4 Feb. and JALUIT on 5 February. ‘

ComF1tAirWing 2 will strike WAKE Island on 9 and 10 February with 9
Coronados on each strike.

Admiral Nimitz and party departed for the MARSHALL Islands on 4 February
and are due at KWAJALEIN at noon 6 February.

Preparations and plans are being made for early seizure of ENIWETOK and a
carrier air strike on TRUK but no target date has as yet been set for either.

Photographic interpretation of TRUK photographs show only 1 BB in harbor
end a reduced number of cruisers and destroyers. The two carriers reported
present are apparently 2 CVE. There is a possibility that a force composed of
cruisers and destroyers are at sea.

In the North Pacific, 6 Catalinas and 3 Venturas of FlAirWing 4 -conducted
armed photo-reconnaissance mission over PARAMUSHIRY night 3-4 February. One
Landcat turned back but 3 over NW coast SHIMUSHU encountered light AA. One
Landcat crossed central SHIMUSHU and one over KURABUZAKI. Three Venturas over
KURABUZAKI. All plenes dropped bombs causing some damage.

Another photo-reconnaissance was carried out night 4-5 Feb. by 2 Catalinas
and 2 Venturas. Bombs were dropped by radar thru solid overcast. All planes |

returned.
Chwxg’ |
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7 February (Oahu date)
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Authority: EO 12958, as amended ‘

1 USEUCOM
6 February (0Oshu date) ‘

At KWAJALEIN Atell, the preparation for withdrewal of assault troops is '
proceeding rapidly and defense deployments are well in hand.

Apparently a gzood coral bed on ROI-NAMUR has been discovered from which
coral for repairs to poor airfields on ROI can be obtained.

Final figures for casualties subject to minor changes: Southern Attack
Force own killed 157 own wounded 712 ovn missing 17, enemy prisoners Japanese
48 Korean 125, enemy dead 4650; Northern Attack Force own killed 129 own wounded ‘
436 own missing 65, enemy prisoners Japanese 51 Koreans 40 dead 3472.

Visual reconnaissance of PONAPE was carried out Feb. 6, E. long. date.
Our planes encountered no interception or AA fire. One AK was sighted in harbor
plus several small craft.

An airfield was seen on JOKAJ Island composed of 2 strips intersecting
at 45 degrees, which is serviceable. No aircraft were sighted. '

o

The capture and occupation of KWAJALEIN Atoll having been completed, at
2000 GCT 8 February, Comdr. KWAJALEIN Atoll, Island Comdr. ROI and Isleand Comdr.
KWAJALEIN I. will assume commend of their respective assignments. Until further
orders of ComCenPac, Comdr. KWAJALEIN Atoll will remain responsible to CTF 51 in
regard to defensive measures in the Atoll area.

Searches in the MARSHALLS Tsland were carried out and small craft destroyed
at TAONGI Atoll and JALUIT. Sporadic AA fire was encountered at ENIWETOK but no |
planes or ships were sighted there. A Ventura over NAURU received intense AA fire
and reports runways looked usable,

Interpretation of photo. coverage of PONAPE revealed airfield of 2 inter-
secting runways each 2500 by 300 ft. located on TITIENSARAU south of JOKAJ Island.
No aircraft were seen on field. Planes sighted 2 large AKs, 4 PC south LANGARS
I., 75 barges PONAPE town, numerous buildings on LANGAR I. and possible seaplane
base on west side. Several batteries of coast defense and heavy AA guns.

The bombardment and bombing of airfields on WOTJE and TAROA continues daily
but intelligence reports state that fields are reported operative shortly after each
shelling or bombing. The land based planes continue to keep MILLE and JALUIT well
pounded in addition to strikes on TAROA and WOTJE.

Preparations for early operations apgainst ENIWETOK and en early carrier
strike against TRUK continue. No target date has been set for either as yet. .
Apparently difficulty is being experienced in replenishing combatant ships with
ammunition from AEs at MAJURO.

Due to the relatively small number of enemy combatant ships sighted in
TRUK 4 February, Com7thFleet reports that he interprets this fact together wi th
enemy's reaction to GALVANIC as indicating a substantial enemy force at sea to
the north eastward of TRUK composed of possibly 3 BBs, 5-6 CA, 2 CLs about 12 DDs,

DECLASSIFIED /¢
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8 February (Oahu date)

The neutralization of enemy bases on WOTJE, TAROA, JALUIT and MILLE by land
based air is being continued. In eddition cruiser and destroyers bombarded TAROA
af ternoon of the 8th. Antiaircraft fire encountered at all places but reported as
light and inaccurate.

One CVE maintained A/S and Cap over MAJURO while another patrolled over
WOTJE and MALOELAP and dropped 9 tons on TAROA. One fighter was shot down in
MALOELAP lagoon but pilot was rescued by sea plane from SALT LAKE CITY.

On Feb. 6th, carrier group 58.4 attacked ENIWETOK runway and fuel dumps.
Report stated planes saw no aircraft and very little signs of life on any island
except ENGEBI. Attempt was made to repair runway damaged by previous bombings.

Nine Coronadoes from MIDWAY successfully bombed WAKE night 8-9 Feb. Eight
planes were returning to MIDWAY and one with one engine disabled to KWAJALEIN.

Admiral Nimitz and members of staff returned from inspection of newly ‘(
captured bases in the MARSHALL ISLANDS. i,

In the Central Pacific, nineteen GILBERT based B-24s dropped 42 tons on
TAROA and 15 tons on MILLE evening 8 Feb. WOTJE was not reached due to weather.

9 February (Oshu date)

SALT LAKE CITY and destroyers shelled WOTJE with 100 rounds 8" HC noon
9 Feb. One destroyer patrolled and bombarded each night 7th and 8th with no enemy
activity observed.

Search planes in the MARSHALLS saw no ships or planes at KUSAIE and no
activity at ENIWETCK. One plane strafed buildings UJAE and UJELANG. No activity
was seen at NAURU but MILLE runways were being repaired.

All Coronados participating in the WAKE strike 8-9 Feb. arrived safely at
their destinations. The strike on WAKE scheduled for tonight is postponed due to
weather and is now set for tomorrow night.

Aircraft from carrioer group at ENIWETOK are scheduled to strike that atoll
on 11 and 12 February, E. long. date.

TRIGGER operating to westward of TRUK reports sinking 1 large transport and
1 destroyer in 2 night surface attacks on 16 knot convoy bound for TRUK composed of
3 APs and 2 DDs.

A POV statement obtained from civilian air corps employee on ROI I. reports
new air base NW of PONAPE and near CROLUK on an island named by the Japanese as
BARAGUN. The air base there is reported to have huge stores of gasoline, bombs and
ammunition but only 7 planes based there now. Japsnese propose to use this base
for raids against our bases in the future. This island could not be identified
on the charts.
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The land based aircraft in the GILBERTS are keeping the enemy airfields
and bases in the MARSHALLS neutralized. In addition the Neutralization Force
of oruisers and destroyers have a scheduls of bombardment whereby the cruisers
bombard WOTJE and TAROA in the daytime and destroyers do so at night.

CTF 57 plans to strike PONAPE at noon local 12 February with about
5 squadrons of heavy bombers.

The PERMIT operating NW of TRUK reports 2 MOGAMI 4 SHIGURE class ships
night 10th 8-19N 149-29E course 300 speed 19. PERMIT reports 1 or 2 hits in
cruiser. Later, same night in 8-11N 149-44E PERMIT sighted large CV 2DD course
110 speed 17 and reports 3 probable hits at extreme range in carrier which
continued on course.

The SPEARFISH reports sinking 2 freighters 1 passenger freighter 1 escort
and 2 freighters damaged south of FORMOSA.

ComCenPac has set 17 February as the tentative D-day for CATCHPOLE with
an early HAILSTONE probably preceeding that by one day. These dates to be
anticipated if practicable.

ComSoPac has directed that the seizure and occupation of GREEN ISLAND
will start on 15 February.

A further report in regard to the new enemy airbase referred to
yesterday as named BARAGUN states that reference is probably made to GARAGUN /Jf

ISLAND which is near the PALAUS. CAhhk

11 February (0Oshu date) ////”Ebfffﬁ
Additional bombing strikes were made on WOTJE, TAROA and MILLE by land

based air. No details were reported.

C.T.G. 58.4 reported that runway on ENGEBI I., ENIWETOK was thoroudly
covered with craters but there were some indications that few repairs had been
made. No new installations or signs of activity were observed on any island of
ENIWETOK. No AA fire was observed and few if any tarpgets remain.

The 2nd Echelon of FlAirWing 2 bombed WAKE 0040 (#£12) time 11th. Two
Coronados were turned back by engine trouble, 7 planes bombed target thoroughly.
No AA fire was oLserved. All planes returned safely.

The first enemy air raid on KWAJALEIN was made by about 12 enemy planes at
0330Y 12 Feb. ROI I. only was attacked. Fires were observed from other islands.
No details of attack were received. Planes apparently came from PONAPE.

Island Commander of ROI I. reports that by 14 February a fighter strip
150 ft. by 4000 will be available for limited operations of 1 VMF squadron.

The five squadron plane strike on PONAPE planned for 12 February has been
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I
J
JCS 081621 approves CinCPOA's allocations of naval vessels to the 3rd and
7th Fleets for the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO operations as given in serial 00014 of 30 ’
January.

CinCPac 120505 calls attention to the fact that the views expressed in recent
conference with representatives of SoPac and SoWesPac were informative views of ‘
individuals only.

CominCh 102212 states definition of operational control as agreed to by
British Admiralty and Air Ministry. Ciﬁﬁ&\

Vol

Conmander KWAJALEIN Atoll reports assuming the Military Governorship of the |
atoll as the representative of CinCPOA.

12 February (0Oshu date)

ROI airfield is 15% complete and it is estimated that it will be ready for
1 fighter squadron 14 Feb. KWAJALEIN I. is 10% complete and will be ready for 1
fighter squadron 20 February. .

Eight night fighters of VMF 532 will proceed from TARAWA to ROI on 13 Feb.
An Avenger from Coral Sea made a successful forced landing on KWAJALEIN Island
airfield at 0725 (#12) 12 Feb.

|

Intelligence reports indicate that the attack on ROI at 0230Y (412) Feb. 12th

was carried out by 12 to 14 seaplanes probably from PONAPE. The attack was deliber- |

ate and accurate and resulted in killing 25 and wounding 130. Material damage was

estimated as 80% supplies and 20% construction equipment. Two LCTs were burned but
believed salvageable.

There have been no recent indications of the location of enemy surface

forces which reports state 8Bé at sea in the vicinity of TRUK.C&J“////
13 February (Oahu date) : )

Enemy airfields on TAROCA, WOTJE and MILLE continue to be kept inoperative
by land based aircraft from GILBERTS. In addition, cruisers and destroyers are
continuing their bombardment of TAROA and WOTJE.

Further reports from CTF 51 state that the enemy seaplanes which bombed ROI
ISLAND on 12 Feb. came from ENIWETCOK, but one plane appeared to retire towards PONAPE.
Extensive use was made of radar counter measures which gave saturation pips on scopes.

Photographic reconnaissance of PONAPE on 11 and 12 Feb. show runways are rough
and appear unserviceable. No aircoraft were seen. Four coastal defense guns were seen
on JAPUTIK ISLAND, 3 on JOKAJ I. end 2 heavy and 3 light AA guns on LANGAI I. No
shipping was sighted in anchorage but one small ship off PONAPE HARBOR ENTRANCE and
B5 barges at PONAPE TOWN.

An unidentified submarine was sighted by eastbound clipper and ship between
HAWAII and SAN FRANCISCO. The clipper reported a position of 25-54N 151-18W, and
the ship 20~35N 134561 on 13 February.
~ Continued - l 8 5 A
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CoTeGs 5844 bombed ENIWETOK on the 10th, 11th and 12th of February and
states that runway is unusable at least for 48 hours. All visible installations
have been destroyed and no profitable targets remain. This force also bombed
UJAE on 12 February and reported destruction of installations.

GUDGEON reports sinking a large AP in 27-38N 121-15E. on 11 February
(E. long. date).

The MACAW, which was eground on the east edge of channel to MIDWAY, slid
off the reef and sank with masts only showing. Salvage officer reports further
salvage impracticable, but clearance of channel is practicable., Present estimates
are that the Commending Officer and 4 men from MACAW and 3 men from NOB are missing.

ComCenPacFor 130013 states that during absence of this Commander on CATCHPOLE
CTF 57 will assume duties of ComCenPacFor in GILBERTS-MARSHALLS Area. -

Do

14 February (Oahu date)

Dog day for the assault on ENIWETOK is definitely set for 17 February
with carrier air strike on TRUK on D minus 1 day. Transports oarrying the assault
troops and other units depart KWAJALEIN anchorage on 15 Februarys.

The neutralization of WOTJE, TAROA and MILLE is being continued. The
MARYLAND enroute PEARL HARBOR will bombard WOTJE assisted by 2 DD early morning
18 February.

A total of 10 enemy mines have been swept to date at KWAJALEIN in AMBO
CHANNEL. They are all of the horned moored type.

The usual searches were carried out over the MARSHALL ISLANDS with no im-
portant sightings.

In the Southern Pacific Area reports state that the assault on GREEN ISLAND
commenced as scheduled on 15 February (E. Long. date). No details were given.

ComAir MUNDA reports that enemy base on ANT ISLAND, close and to westward
of PONAPE, will be bombed daily from MUNDA between 12 to 19 February.

With the early execution of CATCHPOLE it will be possible to speed up the
operations in plan GRANITE. Planning and initial implementation towards this end
are now underway.

Intelligence reports indicate that our carrier strike will find enemy com=
batant ships in addition to cargo craft in TRUK although some of the enemy units

appear to be at sea. Ciﬁs“’
/w.
- "
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15 February (0Oahu date)

CaT+G. 50,15 has bombarded TAROA daily from 13 Feb. and WOTJE from 14 Feb.
WOTJE and TAROA airstrips are intermittently operational. Enemy flying boats are
probebly touching at these bases. The General Plan is to bombard WOTJE and TARCA
aircraft facilities from sea and air to prevent their use and to deny enemy
entrance and exit to those lagoons.

Air Strikes against MILLE are continuing.
Forty-two liberators from T.F. 57 dropped 56 tons on PONAPE on 15 Feb.(L).
CinCPac 150220 establishes the Central Pacific Forward Aresa.

PLTNGER reports 3 AK's (tonnage total 15,000) believed sunk in 33-00 N.
136-00 E on 15 Feb. (E. long. date).

ComSoPac reports occupation of GREEN ISLAND on Feb. 15 (E. long date)
according to plan, and without opposition.

Intelligence reports indicate the possibility that CinC combined is at
PALAU and that the BB MUSASHI is tentatively located there.

Intelligence indicates torpedoing of light cruiser AGANO afternoon of 16th

“in 10-10 N, 151-40 E, by USS SKATE left AGANO in sinking condition.

7 (-

16 February (Oahu date) e

Land-based air strikes (under TF 57) continued ageinst MILLE, JALUIT,
MALOELAP, and WOTJE. A search plane attacked AX and DD off PONAFE, leaving the
AK damaged and possibly grounded outside harbor.

SEAHORSE summarizes results of patrol, as follows: Sank one AP (6,500 ton)
and 4 AK (total 24,350).

There hes been a recent heavy influx of Jesp shipping in RABAUL. Both RABAUL

and FKAVIENG are receiving severe poundings by air forces from the SOUTH and SOUTHWEST

PACIFIC Areas; their claims of vessels sunk and/or damaged are considerable.

Intelligence reports indicate that CinC Combined is now in or approaching
EMPIRE waters.

Although no reports have been received from our forces, preliminary intelli-
gence indicates that Carrier Task Forces hit TRUK on scheduls, approximately 100
fighters attacking between 0800-0900. One of our Task Groups was sighted by an
enemy plane in the morning bearing 048°, 92 miles from TRUK. The enemy ordered a
dusk search and attack (using 4 reconnaissance planes and 9 medium bombers from
TINIAN) and preparations for night landings at TRUK. Strikes by our Carrier Task
Force continued and part of our surface forces (reported as two BB and two CA)
closed TRUK Atoll and took some enemy units under gunfire. Enemy planes maintained
contact with out Carrier Task Group northeast of TRUK, and night torpedo attack by
planes based in the RABAUL-KAVIENG ares alsc was ordered. Japanese submarines in
the area were to expedite attacks, particularly on Battleships and Cruisers close
in to the northeast of TRUK. It appears that a convoy departing TRUK was hit by
our Carrier planes with good results. Damage indicated thus far:

DECLASSIFIED
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Treining Cruiser KATCRI afire
Three MARUS sunk by bombing
Five Destroyers damaged; two seriously

No violent raactién other than air reinforcement, has been noted to the HATLSTONE
strike, surface reinforcement indications being conspicuous by their absence.

It is believed that the search planes for the night torpedo attack made contact,
and that the attack was initiated = results unknown.

17 February (Oshu dats) S

The PENSACOLA (from TF 50.15) hit REUTER, satellite island of TAROA,
with 8 and b inch at minimum range of 5400 yards; bombardment ceused 19 explosions;
flames reached 2855 feet; fires were burning 3% hours later, No apparent enemy
activity, except attempts to repair runway ABLE.

Dog-Day operations against ENIWETOK Atoll progressed according to plan.
Artillery was landed on RUJIYORU and the adjecent island to the north. Heavy naval
bombardment and air strikes continued throughout the day; there was no return fire.
BODON ISLAND will be occupied after dark February 17. Captured natives stated that
Jap forces on the 3 main islands of the atoll were reinforced last month. DEEP
entrance was easy to negotiate, and is well marked; the lagoon anchorage is ample.
Moored mines were encountered in the South Channel; sweeping continues in the
Anchorage. W-Hour for PHASE II (DOG plus 1) is 0845Y 18 February.

During the operations of air task groups against TRUK, the INTREPID was
struck by one torpedo on 17 Feb.; speed reduced to 20 knots; steering room flooded,
requiring that ship be steered by main engines. Torpedo hit in starboard quarter.
5 known dead; 1- seriously injured; 6 missings The INTREPID is returning to PEARL.

No reports on the results of the TRUK strikes have been received. The
SEARAVEN rescued 3 aviators close to the TRUK Northeast Passage on the morning of
17 February.

CTF 57 plans to strike PONAPE with 3 squadrons of Liberators at noon 17
Feb., and again with same force at noon 19 Feb.

On 16 Feb. Vice Admiral Raymond A. Spruance appointed Admiral; to rank
from 4 February.

CinCPac 180538 directs organi;atioﬁ of 1lst Group Fleet Air Wing 2 in
forward ares.

Although reports from our Task Force are lacking, intelligence sources in-
dicate that the carrier air strikes on TRUK were continuing on the 17th according to
schedule. Considerably less reaction on the enemy's part was noted, suggesting the
probable expenditure of the majority of his air strength in the area, including
available trained reinforcements, Enemy air reconnaissance and possible tracking of
our Task Force was noted: one position giving 07-0O7N, 153-23E at 12 hours plus 12,
Some, or all of this air reconnaissance is from TINIAN.

Enemy submarines were again ordered to attack our surface units to the

northeast of TRUK. Q’SY]/ 1
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18 February (Oahu date) B

Following intense naval and air bombardment, the D£l assault on ENGEBI
proceeded according to plan, RCT 22 meeting only weak opposition at the beaches;
the assault troops moved rapidly inland completing capture of the Island by 1600Y
18 February, except for mopping up operations which are continuing. Our casualties,
though undetermined, are believed light. Equipment losses are negligible. All
Islends in the atoll are now secure from BOGALLUA Island to the unnamed island
immediately north of AOMON Island, inclusive. The attack against ENIWETOK Island
will be laumched at 0900Y 19 February. Sweeping operations in the southern lagoon
continue.

On 18 February land-based air strikes (under TF 57) were directed against
PONAPE Town where warehouses and docks were effectively bombed; against KUSAIE
where the airfield area, LELA Harbor, and Port LOCTIN were bombed with moderate
success; and against JALUIT where results were unobserved.

SNOOK reports sinking one 6000 ton APK and one 1500 AK on 14 end 15 Feb.
30 miles SW of TSUSHIMA; and damaging two 6000 ton AK's in a southbound convoy
8 February GCT.

Upon arrival PEARL, GUARDFISH reports having sunk 1 large DD of the AMIGIRI
class on 1 February, and 1 large tanker on 14 January in the area between NEW
GUINEA and the CAROLINES.

ComGen SAMOA 182120 announces transfer of command to Commandant Naval
Station on March 1.

Significant is the bombardment of the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas conducted
on 17 February by destroyers from TG 38.4 and TG 39.4. This follows a series of
successful and sustained air strikes against those bases, and appears to indicate
quite definitely the waning of Japanese sea and air power in the BISMARCK ARCHI-
PELAGO.

Intelligence sources indicate that CinC FOURTH FLEET at TRUK anticipated
further attacks by our carrier task force yesterday, the 18th, and at least 6 and
probably 9 torpedo bombers of Air Group 582 were flown into TRUK from TINIAN. The
withdrawal of certain service forces, including the Repair Ship AKASHI to the
PALAU area from TRUK was noted yesterday. CinC SECOND and ComDesRon TWO at PALAU
are intimately concerned with these movements. CinC SECOND is definitely establish-
ed in the PALAU area with a faint suggestion he might be located at ULITHI, KOSSOL
PASSAGE (PALAU), or NGULU. :

Other than the ordering of submarines in the area to attack, there is still
no indication that the enemy intends to use surface forces to intercept our Task
Force, or to reinforce the TRUK area. Withdrawal of certain convoys to the SAIPAN
area as a result of our TRUK strike has been noted.

At 190455 (plus 12 zone) an enemy plane sent a contact giving a position,
presumably of our carrier task force, at 9-30 N, 160-10 E. This report has been
widely recirculated end sent to submarines. G)Ann/

/
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5 19 February (Oahu date)

Followed by heavy naval and air bombardment the D plus 2 (19 Feb.) assault
on ENIWETOK Island was launched as planned at 0900Y, the 2 Assault Battalions of
RCT 106 meeting only weak opposition at the besches. ZEnemy opposition in deep

Vil fox-holes with considerable mortar and machine gun fire slowed the progress of the
attacking forces. The reserve battalion (22nd Marines) was committed at 1330Y.

. At 2000Y the western half of the island was in our possession except for a pocket
of resistance on the western tip of the island. One battery of the 104th Field
Artillery was landed, and continues to support the attack. Completes capture of
the island is expected on 20 Feb. All islands in the atoll are now secure except
ENIWETCK and PARRY. The assault against PARRY will be lsunched on 21 Feb. with
2 battalions of the 22nd Marines in the assault and the 3d in regimental reserve;
one battalion of RCT 106 will be in group reserve; this assault will be supported
by the 75 mm. Pack-Howitzer Bn. from positions on JAPTAN Island. Casualties so
far reported are 64 dead, 150 wounded on ENGEBI, and 14 dead 58 wounded on ENIWETOK.
The death of Mr. John Bushemi of Yank Magazine was reported.

O

Preliminery reports on results of TRUK air strikes give the following

estimate of ships sunk: 2 CL, 1 AE, 1 AV, 3 DD, 2 A0, 2 PC, and 8 AK; and

the following estimate of ships probably sunk: 1 CL or large DD, 2 A0, and 4 AK,

A total of 272 aircraft wes observed, Of these 127 were shot down in the air,

and 74 were destroyed on the ground or water. 71 other aircraft of various types

were observed on the ground and of this number an estimated 50 to 70% were unser=-

viceable. On the 2nd day of the strike no hostile aircraft were observed in the
<:> air over the target. Our losses were 8 VF, 6 VI, and 3 VB; 14 pilots and 12 crew-

men were missing; 3 crewmen were killed. CTF 50 went after cripples with the

NEW JERSEY, IOWA, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS, and 4 DD's, making a counter-clockwise

swing around the atoll; this force sank 1 crippled Katory class CA, 1 crippled

Shiguri class DD, and 2 PC; 6 prisoners were taken from one PC. None of our ships,

other than the INTREPID, sustained any damage. In addition to the damage inflicted

upon the enemy's ships and aircraft, considerable demage was done to the ETEN, MOEN,

and PRAN fields and the DUBLON seaplane base; fuel oil tanks and an ammunition dump

were also destroyed.

Land based air strikes (under TF 57) were made against KUSAIE Harbor,
WOTJE, JALUIT, and MIILLE. Light AA was received from KUSAIE and MILLE; no AA
from WOTJE; intense AA from JALUIT.

ComCenPacFor reports that task group 5%.2 and 58.3, under RAdm. Mitscher,
are proceeding to strike SAIPAN and TINIAN.

Intelligence reports indicate that a major reshuffling of air groups in
the Japanese Naval Air Force is taking place. There is a strong suggestion that
CinC First Air Fleet has assumed tactical command of all air units in the MANDATES
area. 1t appears that the MANDATES are being reinforced by drawing upon EMPIRE,
SOUTHEASTERN and SOUTHWESTERN air resources.

et The Japanese strength in the SAIPAN-TINIAN area is estimated as 25 fighters, |
18 medium bombers, 15 dive bombers, 15 torpedo bombers, 5 float planes, and 6
float fighters; 6 large Maru's, 8 medium Maru's, 12 small Maru's, 30 picket patrol
boats, 3 sub-chasers, 3 coast defense vessels, 3 destroyers, and 4 mine layers;
o/ 1 carrier and 1 destroyer are enroute, probably with convoy arriving SAIPAN 221100 |
(Y). DECLASSIFIED . ( |
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D plus 3 (20 Feb) operations against ENIWETOK Island resulted in the
island being over-run by our assault forces who are now engaged in unearth-
ing the Japanese from numerous well concealed and interconnecting foxholes.
The combined estimated Japanese strength on ENGEBT and ENIWETOK Islands is
1000 (open to interpretations of wording); indications are thet PARRY Island
is somewhat more heavily garrisoned than ENIWETOK. The assault against
PARRY Islend has been deferred until 22 Feb. A revised report of casualties
estimate 76 dead, 173 wounded, and 2 missing on ENGEBI; estimate for ENIWE-
TOX Island is approximately the same., 25 prisoners have been taeken. Per-
formences of troops reported as outstanding. Some difficulty has been ex-
perienced in getting LST's on the beach at ENGEBI, but blasting operations
are now in progress. (Command of) ENIWETOK passed to Colonel Jones, USA,
on 20 Feb., Aerial and naval bombardment of PARRY Island continues.

POGY reports sinking one 6000 ton AK and damaging one 5000 ton AK
off the East coast of FORMOSA.

SEARAVEN reports that 17 AK's and 1 DD were bottlenecked trying to
escape from TRUK South Pass on the morning of 17 Feb. but few escaped; TRUK
North Pass did not appear to be in use; glow of fires was visible over TRUK
during the nights of 17 and 18 February.

BatDiv 3 completed its bombardment of TAROA on 20 February. All firing
was at minimum renge with top and plane spot. Targets were well covered, but
only one very small fire started, due it was reported, to the efficacy of pre=-
vious bombardments.

Land based air strikes (from CTF 57) were again directed against MILLE,
TAROA, and WOTJE on 20 Feb.; these blows were directed against runweys and
aircraft installations.

ANPB 191307 refers to non-availability of Navy special fuel oil for
loading at California ports after 1 April '44.,

Intelligence reports indicate that e Japanese offensive may be brewing
in the SINGAPORE Area. There are various indications that the Japanese are
massing important naval commands and fleet units in the SINGAPORE Area. It is
estimated that the following commands and fleet wiits are probably enroute to
or in the SINGAPCRE Area as of 20 Feb.: Commanders lst and 3rd Fleets, Com~
BatDiv 2, ComCruDiv 7, ComCruDiv 16; carriers ZUIKAKU and possibly SHOKAKU;
battleships NAGATO, ISE, YAMASHTRO, and possibly FUSO; heavy cruisers KUMANO,
SUZUYA, TONE, ASHIGARA, AOBA; light cruisers KUMA, 0I, KINU, KITAGAMI (damaged);
and an unknown number of DD's. It is believed that the Commander 1lst Fleet
is Vice Admiral Nagumo, who commended the carrier striking forece from PEARL
HARBOR to MIDWAY including the BENGAL BAY attack in April 1942, It is es-
timated that the enemy is preparing for offensive surface and air operations
possibly in the BENGAL BAY Area in the near future. CAAIh_//’
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On DA4 (21 Feb) final mopping up of remaining Japs on ENIWNETOK Islend was |
in progress. The battalion of RCT 22 was withdrawn on 20 Feb to rest, reorganize, |
and repair equipment preparatory to the assault on PARRY Island; the 10th Marine
Defense Bn. will constitute the Group Reserve in this assault. Unloading of LSTs
at ENGEBI is practically complete; unloading has started at ENIWETOK. Throughout
the day and night of 21 Feb PARRY Island was pounded by air, naval, and field
artillery bombardments. 35 Japs and 13 Koreans have been captured; this was facili-
tated by the use of loud speaker system installed on the islend.

On 21 Feb BatDiv 3 completed bombardment of WOTJE without casuelties, using
own plane spot; ranges 8 to 14,000. Numerous buildings were hit and a fuel dump
was fired. The island was reported as a poor target due to previous effective
bombardments; in view of this, the scheduled bombardment of WOTJE on 22 Feb has
been cancelled.

SPEARFISH reports sinking a Maru in the CHINA SEA; 4 electric torpedoes
were fired, two of which were hits. Her total is now 5 sunk and 2 damaged for a
total of 40,000 tons.

ASPRO reports sinking en I-9 class sub north of TRUK after & chase on 15
Feb; she obtained 2 hits out of 4 torpedoes fired.

Single searchers were over JALUIT, RONGELAP, and KUSAIE on 20 Feb. Large
fires were observed on JALUIT; 2 quarter ton bombs destroyed a building at RONGELAP;
and the radio station KUSAIE was demaged.

A report from the SUNFISH indicates damage to the CHITOSE (CVE); report
states carrier believed stopped, course 290°, distance 35 miles from SAIPAN.

In the South Pacific DesDiv 45 and DesDiv 46 carried out effective bombard-
ment missions in the STEFFAN STRAIT and KAVIENG areas. DesRon 23 pursued and sank
the CLAUDIA (?) MARU in 08-54 N, 148-38 E. The Maru was loaded with aircraft
personnel totalling about 400; 73 of 100 survivors were captured.

Intelligence reports indicate that Task Groups 58.2 and 58.3, in their
approach toward SATPAN-TINIAN, were sighted on 21 Feb and were shadowed during the
night. As yet there are no reports on the results of the strike scheduled for
22 Feb.

W.
22 February (Oahu Date) >

Complete capture of ENIWETOK Atoll was completed at 1930Y 22 February with
the fall of PARRY TSLAND. Major General Nishuda and his crack lst Seaborne licbile
Brigade went to their death. The Japanese troops were strongly entrenched and were
well trained; the total number of Japs on the Atoll is estimated in excess of 3,000, |

Land based air strikes (from TF 57) were made on 21 February against
PONAPE, KUSAIE, WOTJE, TAROA and MILLE; 30 tons considerably damaged PONAPE |
waterfront and town; remaining places hit with less tonnage and with only moderate
damage reported. Single searchers strafed and bombed RONGELAP and UTIRIK; a
searcher reports trenches and barb wire in vicinity of SOUTH POINT at OCEAN.
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Rear Admirel Mitscher reports approximately 8 of our fliers down in
rubber boats off the western coasts of SATPAN-TINIAN but we have no report on
the results of that strike.

ALBACORE upon returning from the Southwest reports adding one freighter
and one destroyer to her pouch; not previously reported.

PLUNGER reports sinking the largest ship of a southbound convoy in EMPIRE
waters between the BONINS and the EMPIRE.

Cominch 011230/b5 establishes rules for assessing enemy aircraft losses.

The capture of BARAHUN ISLAND on 21 February completes the capture of

GREEN ISLAND.
— g

23 February (Oahu Date) ///’////

T.G. 58.1 (SARATOGA, PRINCETON, LANGLEY) struck JALUIT twice on 20 Feb,
concentrating on the main islands in the SE of the atoll; a total of 60,5580
pounds of bombs was dropped. IMIDJ was the most heavily hit; direct hits were
obtained on both the I and § hangers, on the radio station, and on the barracks
and on munition buildings. The storage area at ENYBOR, the power plant and boat
yard area at JABOR, and the radio station § of SYDNEY PINR were bombed. Heavy
accurate AA damaged 4 planes; we suffered no losses.

SUNFISH reports that in addition to damaging a carrier on 21 Feb, she
sank one medium AK. BShe reports that Mitscher's strike caused many fires; and
that the TENIAN air area was in operation at 1600 K(-10) at which time the Japs
started flying in bombers. As yet we have no report from Rear Admiral Mitscher
on the results of his striks.

GRAYBACK reports meru (believed TATUTA) burned and sank on 23 Feb; another,
identified as TARAYASU, was sunk on 19 Feb., She reports dameging a large AK and
an AQ on 23 Feb.

SNOCK reports sinking on 23 Feb. in the BONINS area a 6000-ton AX with two

4

hita,

24 Pebruary (Oshu Date)

Task Groups 58.2 (ESSEX, YORKTOWN, BELLEAU WOOD) and 58.3 (BUNKER HILL,
MONTEREY, COWPENS) of Rear Admiral Mitscher's Task Force (58) made two air
strikes against SATPAN-TINIAN on 22 Feb and, concurrently, a 12-plane fighter
strike on GUALL. The tasl force, having been sighted during its approach on the
afternoon of 21 Feb, received almost continuous air attacks throughout the night
of 21 Feb and during the forenoon of 22 Feb; the force relentlessly pushed its
attack against the opposing defense, and bombed and strafed aircraft and radio

"
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24 Pebruary (Continued)

installations, fuel oil storage, and shipping in the harbors. Reports give the
following estimate of ships sunk: 4 AK and 1 PC; 2 tugs and 5 small escorts were
demaged. A total of 136 aircraft was reported destroyed. Of these, 87 were des-
troyed on the ground; of the remaining 48, 29 were shot down in combat over the
target, 14 were shot down by ships' gunfire, and § were shot down by CAP. Our
losses were 1 Vi(N), 4 VF, and 1 TBF. The force started its retirement at 1600,
22 Feb., Our ships suffered no combat deamage; however, the ALABAMA's 5-inch
Mount 9 fired into the back of Mount 5; this accident resulted in 5 being killed
end 11 wounded, 2 seriously. Rear Admiral Mitscher states: "This battle is
historic for courage and determination of purpose."

Land based air strikes (under TF 57) on 24 Feb were directed against
KUSAIE, WOTJE, TAROA, MILLE, and EMIDJ. 19 tons of bombs were dropped in the
barrack, radio station, and wharf areas of KUSATIE, resulting in large explosions;
25 tons fired the barrack ares of EMIDJ; the remaining bombings were of moderate
intensity and produced moderate damage; no plane loss was reported. A searcher
over NAURU received heavy A/A and reports runways 1 and 2 operational.

TAMBOR reports sinking 3 AXs for a total of 20,500 tons and 1 9500-ton
AQ during the period 29 Jan to 3 Feb on the route between JAPAN and the PHILIP-
PINES.

GRAYBACK reports two more MARUs sunk on 24 Feb in the same general area
as that of the TAMBOR.

In the South Pacific, bombardment by destroyers continued in the KAVIENG-

RABAUL-DUKE OF YORX ISLAND areas. ; »
4 \
= L}
25 February (Oahu date) .

Land based eir strikes (under TF 57) continued against the enemy occupied
islands of the MARSHALLS.

- During their bombardment of the KAVIENG Area on 24 February the destroyers
FARENHOLT and BUCHANAN each received one hit from shore artillery; minor damage
was sustained.

HAXE, operating in the southwest during the period 12 January to 1 February
reporte sinking 1 AP, 1 AK and 1 large sampan; and damaging 1 AO and 1 AK,
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26 February (Oahu Date)
') Based on photographs, CTF 58 revises his estimate of results of TRUK
strikes as tabulated below:
SUNK PROBABLY SUNK
() Ist Estimate : Revision Ist Estimate : Revision
2 OL - 2 CL 1l CL : 1 CL
1 AE : 1 AE 2 AO : 1 AO
1 AV : 0 AV 4 AKX 3 4 AK
3 DD : 3 DD
2 A0 : 7 AO(4L, 1M, 2S)
2 PC : 2 Po
8 AK : 8 AK
19 23 7 6

In eddition to the above, 2 large AOs and 1 large AP were burning
c:> furiously; 3 AKs were burning; burning and beached were 2 AKs and 1 small AO;
2 AKs were beached. This gives a grand total of 40 ships sunk, probably sunk,
or badly demaged (if dispatch is properly interpreted),

Land-based air strikes (under TF 57) continued against the enemy occupied
islends of the MARSHALLS.

24 Liberators hit PONAPE with 30 tons, effectively concentrating on the
dock areea, seaplane base hangar, and fuRl storage area. One Liberator hit KUSAIE
with 1% tons, results unobserved. A single searcher dropped 5/4 ton on the NAURU

{:) runwey.

PRESIDENT GRANT, enroute from San Francisco to MILNE BAY, grounded on
ULUMA reef at 11-07S, 150-58E early morning 26 February. Ship reports double
bottom forward half of ship punctured; damage to inner bottom undetermined.
Salvage vessel and tugs standing by; ships standing by to remove troops if
necessarye.

TANG, operating northwest of SAIPAN, reports sinking 1 large naval tanker,
= 1 anmmunition ship, and 3 freighters, for an estimated 40,000 tons.

—
27 February (Oahu Date)

Daily reports from the South Pacific indicate that construction of the run-
way on DUKE OF YORK ISILAND is continuing.

ComllorPac reports that a daylight bombardment of Southern PARAVUSHIRU
L . (MUSHASHI-SURABACHI Area) with 5 DDs and the RICHMOND is planned for 3-5 March.

M&‘)J
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28 February (Oahu date)

On 27 Feb land based air strikes under CTF 57 were resumed against the

enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; moderate AA fire was encountered; 4 planes

were demaged, but none lost. Single searchers each dropped about 1 ton of bombs
on RONGELAP, UTIRIK, and MEJIT. 20 Liberators hit PONAPE with 30 tons; observed
results showed large fires accompanied by two heavy explosions; AA fire was in-

tense; 2 planes were damapged, none lost. :

SS CAPE UGAT (AK) enroute from the West Coast to the South Pacific,
suffered heavy engine room damage from an explosion; 2 men badly burned; she
proceeds to HONOLULU on 1 engine.

ComSoPac reports that all personnel, except 1 company of troops and the
ship's complement have been removed from the PRESIDENT GRANT; cargo is being
discharged to LCMs; assistance is standing by; salvage is problematical.

CERO, operating in the Southwest, reports sinking one 6100 ton Maru on
16 Feb; and heavily damaging one 8600 ton freighter on 21 Feb.

29 February (Oshu date) ﬁﬁﬁix

Following a naval and air bombardment elements of the 1lst U.S. Cav.Div.
landed on LOS NEGROS ISLAND (ADMIRALTYS) at HAYNE HARBOR at 0815 (L) 29 Feb; 9
DDs and 3 APDs participated. Concurrently 2 CLs and 4 DDs bombarded enemy in-
stallations on MANUS ISLAND. The landing was unopposed; MOMOTE air strip and
the dispersal areas were captured with light opposition; our casualties were
1l killed, 4 wounded. Participating naval forces have returned to CRETIN; a
second echelon, enroute from CRETIN, is due at HAYNE HARBOR 1 March (L)

Land based air strikes (under CTF 57) hit WOTJE and MILLE on 28 Feb,
concentrating on runways and aircraft installations. 7 Liberators photographed,

strafed, and hit WAKE on 28 Feb; all buildings and installations were well revetted

and sand-covered; many types of AA artillery and many troops were seen.

Rear Admiral Hill reports that occupation phase of ENIWETOK will be com-
pleted on 2 March; he recommends that command pass to Commander ENIWETOK Garrison
Force as of 0800 that date.

INTREPID, enroute to the West Coast, became urmanageable believed due to
loss of fin area as a result of complete removal of rudder. She has returned to
PEARL.

SARGO operating off West Coast of PALAU reports sinking 1 7,000 ton AK,
and damaging 2 AKs for 21,000 tons.

ROCE reports both periscopes damaged by a shell hit in the shears, on
28 Feb, while attacking a fast south bound convoy on the route between JAPAN and

A;/U'/
O;\
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1 March (Oahu date)

After leaving flurther units of the 1lst U.S. Cav and USN SeaBees, the
second echelon (6LSTs, 3 DDs), is returning from HAYNE HARBOR; it is due at
SUDEST late 3 March (L). Our reported casualties to date: & killed (3 USA,
2 USN); 6(?) wounded (4(?) USA, 2 USN). Early on the morning of 1 March (L)
the Japs attacked our MOMOTE position; the attack was repulsed, and 60 Japs
killed.

The fighter strip on GREEN ISLAND has been completed to 5,000 feet. To
date, 14,200 personnel and 22,800 tons of cargo have been delivered to GREEN
ISLAND.

Reports of the past few days show an absence of shipping in KAVIENG; also
an absence of Jap interception over RABAUL Area.,

On 1 Mar (L) 2 DDs (PRINGLE, CONWAY) reconnoitered esnd shelled the SW
coast of BOUGAINVILLE; return shore battery fire caused minor damage to the
superstructure of both ships, and slightly wounded 1 officer.

2 March (Oshu Date) E)"

More complete reports state that 2d. Squadron, 5th Cavalry, made the
initial landing on LOS NEGROS; the ground situation remains unchanged. Addi-
tional forces will be landed on 3 March from 9 DDs and 3 APDs. A covering
force of 1 CA, 2 CLs, and 4 DDs takes position to North of MANUS. 4 DDs
stand off HAYNE to render close fire support or to bombard, if required.

Lend based air strikes (under CTF 57) hit TAROA, JALUIT, and MILLE on
1 March, concentrating on runways and aircraft installations; excellent results
were reported.

Definite sub contact at 10-22 N, 177-23 E (Eastern MARSHALLS) at 1752(Y)
2 March caused rerouting of convoys in that general area.

Admirel Nimitz, Rear Admiral Sherman, and other staff members, departed
for WASHINGTON, D.C., on afternoon of 2 March.

JCS 022941 (pink) establishes strategical objectives in our war against
JAPAN, and directs planning for all probable operations.

SANDLANCE, operating in KURILES reports sinking 1 AK on 28 Feb, and 2 on
2 March.

5 Venturas from FAIRWING 4 made an armed reconnaissance of PARAMUSHIRO-
SHIMUSHU on night of 1-2 March. Owing to solid overcast over target area the
mission was generally ineffective; no pictures were taken. 9 Liberators from
11th AF, attempting strike ageinst KURILES on 2 March, were forced back on account
of bad weather.

CREVALLE, operating in the Southwest, reports sinking with torpedoes
3 AKs for 19,646 tons; sinking by gunfire 1 S5-ton sailboat end 1 150-ton patrol
tug; probably sinking 2 6000-ton AKs; and damaging 2 4000-ton AKs; a grand total

of 39,801 tons sunk, probably sunk, or damaged. C:l?(;7f)/’2/’,? .
Ui J
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There are no edditional reports on the land action on LOS NEGROS. On
the afternoon of 1 March 8 squadrons of attack bombers struck enemy positions
outside our MOMOTE perimeter,

Un 2 March moderate land based air strikes were made against WOTJE, TAROA,
KUSAIE and PONAPE. The damage inflicted upon PONAPE during recent raids is as-
sessed as follows: Over half of PONAPE TOWN, including radio station and one-
third of the dock area, destroyed; LANGAR IS. seaplane hangar and shop destroyed,
ramp apron and other buildings damaged, with huge fires indicating probable
heavy additional damage; 2 buildings destroyed on JAPUTIK IS.

ASPRO reports 1 hit on large tender enroute TRUK on 3 March; damage
unobserved.

CominCh 031655 directs category of defense for ALASKA and the ALEUTIANS.

o oo OTV0)

4 March (Oahu date)

Our troops are still engaged with Jap forces in the MNOMOTE area; however,
the situation appears to be well in hand. To include the evening of 3 March we
have lost 61 killed, 244 wounded; the Jape have lost 700 killed. We landed
additional troops in the I'OMOTE area (probably one squadron) on the morning of

(:) 3 March. 1Mo air opposition has been encountered since 2 Murch, when 4 enemy
planes ineffectively bombed 4 DDs patrolling WW of LOS NEGROS. B-25's and 4 DD's
continue to support our pground forces. The covering force bombarded enemy pgun
emplacements near the entrance to SEADLER HARBOR, on 4 March, and then retired to
take station to the W of MANUS. An echelon (5 1.8Ts, 4 DDs, 1 APD), enroute from
CRETIN, is due at HAYNE HARBOR early on 5 March.

Moderate land based air strikes continued against WOTJE, TAROA, PONAPE,
and KUSAIE. As on the previous day, the greatest weight (23 tons) was directed
at POVAPE where the harbor and warehouse areas were bombed effectively,

: PLASHER, on its first war patrol, operating in the sounthwest from middle
of January to end of February, reports sinking 3 AKs (17,442), 1 A0 (7,269), and
1 Sampan (40), for a total of 24,751 tous; and damaging ome Sampan (40).

Tentative itinerary SARATOGA and escort (E Long. dates)

Depart March Arrive March Remarks
MARSHALLS 5 ESPIRITU 8
ESPIRITU 9 PORT PHILIP 14 Fuel
PORT PHILIP 15 FREEMANTLE 20 Fuel, Avgas, Provision
FREEMANTLE 22 TRINCOMALEE
</
7/ DECLASS|Fiep

Uthority: gQ
HO USELGoR 208, 2 amendag




£

DECLASSIFIED )
b Authority: EO 12958, as amended

5 March (Oahu date) HQ USEUCOM

There are no additional reports on the situation in the ADMIRALTYS.

Moderate land based air strikes continued against WOTJE, EMIDJ, and
TAROA, concentrating on air fields and aircraft installations. CTF 57 reports
that constant repair of damaged fields is in progress, and that usually one
strip on each field is operational.

The planned bombardment of Southern PARAMUSHIRU by 5 DDs and the RICHMOND
(Summary, 27 Feb) was attempted, but weather conditions reduced visibility to

zero; the task force returned to bauW

6 March (Oahu date)

The ADMIRALTIES situation remains well in hand. Latest reports announce
occupation of SALAMI PLANTATION (northern LOS NEGROS) and PORIAKA VILLAGE
(MOMOTE area) on 5 March; also destruction, by a patrol, of 2 concrete-installed
12-cm coast defense guns on SE shore of LOS NEGROS. 1000 known enemy dead

. reported. The Japs unsuccessfully attacked in the MOMOTE area on 4 March.

Enemy engaged estimated as 3 battalions, with machine guns and light tanks, a
large force being located in the SALAMI FLANTATION area. Casualties to SeaBees
reported as 13 killed, 95 wounded. The NICHOLSON (DD) while bombarding a

shore battery near the entrance to SEADLER HARBOR sustained 1 hit in No. 2
Handling Room, killing 3 and wounding 2. 4 DDs continue to render close support
night and day. The 2nd Sq, 5th Cav, and the 2d Sq, 7th Cav, are on LOS NEGROS.

The PICUDA, operating NW of TRUK, reports sinking a 10,000-ton AP on
2 March (4 Mk 18 hits).

GREEN TISLAWD air strip was reported in use on & March, with 35 planes
landing.

CTF 57 040228 reports construction progress on airfield and other
installations on KWAJAIEIN (PORCELAIN), and MAJURO.

Land based air strikes continued against WOTJE, EMIDJ, and TAROA; MILLE
was also hit. 13 Liberators placed 30 tons on the airfield and dock areas of
PONAPE; huge explosions were observed in the airdrome area. We lost 2 Hellcats
(F6F) in these operations. 3 sgearch planes dropped 35 tons on WAURU with
unobserved results.

In NEW GUINEA the 1lst Bn, 126th Tnf, completed an unopposed landing at
YALAU (29 miles W of SAIDOR).

In the North Pacific an armed reconnaissance over PARAMUSHIRU on night
of 5-6 llarch was mostly ineffective owing to solid overcast.
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The only report on the ADMIRALTYS announces the occupation by our ground
forces of the PAPITALAI MISSION area on evening of 6 March; occupation was pre-
ceded by bombardment of enemy shore installations near SEADLER HARBOR entrance
by the Covering Force (1 CA, 2 CLs, 4 DDs).

On & March elements of lst MarDiv lsnded on WILLAUMEZ PENINSULA at
VOLUPAI(?) PLANTATION (Near TALASEA, NEW BRITAIN); opposition is stiff.

Land-based air strikes against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS
continued.

From artillery positions NE of our TOROKINA perimeter the Japs heavily
shelled the PIVA "Y" air strip on 7 March; 17 planes were damaged, and 6 personnel
injured; aircraft have been evacuated from the field. The PIVA "U" strip and the
TOROKINA strip remain undemaged; the shelling, though slackened, continues.

HOE, operating in the Southwest during February and early March, reports
sinking 3 AKs (18,873), and 1 AO (10,526), for a total of 29,399 tons; and damaging

1 A0 (10,052).
J/

CTF 57 reports that for 1% hours, commencing at 0410Y 8 March, ENIWETOK
Atoll received a Jap bombing attack by several groups of planes. ENINETOR ISLAND
suffered no damage; ENGEBI ISLAND had a large fire and many explosions. Other
details lacking.

8 March (Oahu date)

Land based air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the
MARSHALLS. A single Liberator hit KUSAIE with 1} toms. Single search planes
dropped % ton on RONGELAP and on PINGELAP.

Our ground troops occupied LOMBRUN POINT (1 mile W of PAPITALAI POINT,
LOS NEGROS) on 7 March. Our total casualties to date reported as 104 killed,
444 wounded; 1231 dead Japs have been counted, with many more not counted. With=
out opposition, our ships swept the SEADLER HARBOR channel on 7 March; 4 magnetic
mines were detonated.

Present indications, as interpreted by SoPac forces, are that a Jap attack
against our TORCKINA perimeter is developing. SoPac air forces concentrate on
Jap troop concentration areas and installations near our perimeter, as well as on
other points on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Rear Admiral Richmond Ke Turner assumed additional duty as ComPhibsPac
on 8 March in compliance with BuPers dispatch 071403,

W%Mﬂ
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9 March (Oahu date)

Assessed damage as a result of bombing of ENGEBI on 8 March by 8
BETTY's (VBM) dropping 24 500-pound bombs: Casualties - 1 enlisted man
killed, 2 officers and 8 enlisted men seriously wounded, 13 enlisted men |
moderately wounded; property damage - 921,000 rounds 50 cal. and 98,000
rounds 30 cal., all air combat ammunition; 600 drums petroleum products;
4 2500 gallon distillation units; and some aircraft damage, but field
undamaged.,

Landbased air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the
MARSHALIS. 7 Liberators dropped 10 tons on PONAPE, concentrating on airfield
and dock installations. 4 Liberators hit KUSAIE with 6 tons.

In the TALASEA Area, the Marines advanced southward on 8 March and occu=
pied the "old airstrip" (presumably, the TALASEA Airdrome).

In the ADMIRALTYS, reports indicate that 2nd S5qes 7th Caw, by shore-to=-
shore movement, landed at LOMBRUN POINT, LOS NEGROS on 7 March. On 8 March an
echelon of 6 LSTs, 6 DDs, 1 AK and 12 LCIs entered SEADLER HARBOR without opposi=
tion, and departed the following day.

SoPac air forces made 117 sorties on 8 March, striking Jap gun positions
near our TORCKINA Perimeter.

Rear Admiral Richmond K. Turner appointed Vice Admiral, to rank from 4
February 1944. Brigadier General Edmund He Leavey appointed Major General,
to rank from 29 February 1944, Colonel Joseph J, Twitty appointed Brigadier
General, to rank from 22 February 1944,

MARSHALL 100126 (pink) discusses use of NEW ZEALAND armed forces to
alleviate manpower shortage on farms of NEW ZEALAND, and the employment of

NEW ZEALAND forces in the PACIFIC Theater, (:Iszzf)/f)/f7

10 March (0ahu date)

NAUTILUS, operating in BONINS-MARIANAS area reports that on § March she
obtained 2 hits on an 8000 ton AQ, and 2 hits on a 6000 ton AP; the AP believed
sunk; all shots were with MK 18, with excellent performance.

Land based air strikes continued against PONAPE, KUSAIE, and enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS.

The situation in the ADMIRALTY'S continues favorable. On 9 March medium
and heavy bombers heavily pounded the LORENGAU area (MANUS ISLAND), where buildings
and supplies were destroyed. Another echelon (6 1STs, 2 DDs) is due at LOS NEGROS
on 12 March.

Com 7th Fleet reports capture of TALASEA VILLAGE, NEW BRITAIN, on 8 March.
Enemy barge activity in that area indicates probable evacuation.

On BOUGAINVILLE, night of 7-8 March, the Japs made a shallow penetration of
our East perimeter (TORCKINA), but our position was reestablished on the %ph.

2V 4&?8]’@
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10 March (Oahu date) continued

Our casualties were 5 killed, 93 wounded; the Japs lost 100 killed. Heavy air
support of our ground forces continues.

ROBALO, operating in the Southwest from latter part of January to early :
March, reports damaging a JOHORE type Maru (6,182) with 1 hit.

11 March (0Oahu date) e”*“’/

Land based air strikes continued against enemy-occupied ‘atolls of the
MARSHALLS. Searcher reports air strip on TA ISLAND, SATAWAN Atoll; heavy AA
fire badly damaged the plane. Searcher over ORULUK LAGOON received heavy AA
fire. Seercher destroyed PINGELAP radio station with one bomb hit.

On 9 March a detachment, 22nd Marines, occupied WOTHO Atoll; flag-raising
ceremony proclaimed establishment of military government under Admiral Nimitz.
During occupation a crashed BETTY crew of 12 committed suicide.

Reports indicate that mopping up of LOS NEGROS is nearly completed.

During 9-10 March considerable action took plece in the E sector of
TOROKINA perimeter. On the 9th the 182nd Inf. clashed with an estimated 250
Japs; in this engagement we lost 14 killed, 118 wounded. Early on the 10th a
Jap attack in force was repulsed by the 145th Inf, and our counter attack
restored the line; our casualties are umreported. In these actions the Japs
lost many killed. Sporadic Jap artillery firing obtained a few hits on the PIVA
airfield; no damage or casualties resulted. f;; = -

|
1," !
P
Lend based air strikes continued against TAROA and WOTJE. 22 11beratorsn
hit WAKE with 51 tons on 11 March; 80% of bombs in target area started large fires;
AA fire was moderate, inaccurate. 5 liberators hit NAURU same date with 11 tons:
all bombs in target area; AA fire heavy; moderately accurate.

A reconnaissance unit occupied LIB Island on 11 March without opposition;
rio Japs were present; flag raising ceremony proclaimed establishment of military
government under Admiral Nimitz. UJAE wes also occupied same date; of 6 cornered
Japs 5 committed suicide and 1 was captured.

Following artillery, air, and surface ship bombardment, our ground forces |
occupied west half of HAUWEI Island, SEADLER HARBOR, on 11 March. To date 1432
Japs have been buried on LOS NEGROS where only patrol activity is reported.

4 DDs in close support of the landing on HAUWEI shelled the east end of the '
islend. !

The situation on WILLAUMEZ PENINSULA progresses favorably. On 11 March
our troops landed at ELEONORA BAY, NEW BRITAIN, against light opposition.
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12 March (Oshu date) .

In the TOROKINA area SoPac air forces continued to heavily bomb enemy
gun positions in the vicinity of our perimeter. Intermittent shelling of PIVA .
airfield continued throughout the day and night of 11 March; the shelling resulted |
in the destruction of one CUB plane, 50 rifles, and a metalsmith shop; a radar
shop was damaged and the runways sustained 12 hits; casualties 1 killed, 14 wounded.

JCS 122319 (pink) directs procedure for the conduct of the war in POA
against JAPAN. |

Marshall 120110 outlines status of 33rd and 38th Inf Divs, and refers to

training policy for jungle and amphibious training prior to utilization outside
CPA.
CinCSWPA (Via Com 7th Flt) 131107 (pink) cancels FOREARM, d directs

seizure, occupation, and defense of BEEFSTEAK.

Moderate land baaedggtrikes were made on 12 March against enemy occupied
Atolls of the MARSHALLS, the heaviest blows being directed at JALUIT (12 tons)
and TAROA (103 tons)s Three Mitchells hit KUSAIE with 3 tons.

Ocoupation of BUTJU LUO ISLAND (in SEADLER BAY near MANUS IS.) is reported.
Com7thFleet reports that the SEADLER Coast from MCKERAN Village (northern tip of
LOS NEGROS) to BEAR POINT (north coast of MANUS IS. near BUTJU LUO) has been oec=
cupied.

During 11 - 12 March 226 light bombers supported our ground action in repel- |
ling the Japs from the east TOROKINA Perimeter where liquidation of ocoupied Jap |
pillboxes within our perimeter accounted for 349 dead Japs. During this phase of
Japanese offensive action, they made 3 major assaults against our eastern perimeter,
Enemy casualties were estimated to be in excess of 1,000 dead. Our losses on 10
March were reported as 22 killed, 187 wounded; this brings our total reported
casualties for 9 - 10 March to 36 killed, 305 wounded.

In the Southwest Pacific Area our air forces have concentrated heavily on
the WEWAK, NEW GUINEA, Area.

JCS 132147 (pink) directs transfer from SoPac Area to control of CinCPOA
certain Marine Units assigned for the FOREARM-MERCANTILE Operations.

CinCPOA 140144 (pink) outlines carrier-attack plan in support of HOLLANDIA' :
and operations in BISMARCK Area; requests concurrence of CinCSWPA for employment of |
CarDiv 22; requests cooperation of air forces in SWPA.

CinCSWPA (via Com7thFlt) 140941 (pink) replies to the¢)for spatch.
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14 March (Oahu date) HQ USEUCOM

On 12 March land based air strikes (under CTF 57 operating from MAJURQ
and the GILBERTS) were directed against JALUIT, WOTJE and MILLE; the heaviest
tonnage (24% tons) was dropped on MILLE. 15 Liberators operating from the
GILBERTS dropped 22 tons on FPONAPE concentrating on the air field area and on
the ore plant. 2 Liberators from the GILBERTS hit KUSAIE with 3 tons. Searchers
harassed OROLUK and NAURU.

SANDLANCE, operating south of YOKOHAMA, reports 1 AK sunk, 1 AX probably
sunk, and 1 CL damaged; this is in addition to score reported 2 March.

Army reports stateg that Jap troops are now evacuating GASMATA and TALASEA
areas by overland routes. In the action following the ELEONORA BAY area landing
95 Japs were killed and 12 were captured; our casualties were unreported,

Following a 2 hour bombardment by 4 destroyers in close support, an Army
Task Force of 2000 men landed at LORENGAU from LOS NEGROS on 14 March. The
first echelon, led by YM's sweeping, consisted of 1 LST, 1 LCT, 6 LCV's, 10 LCM's,
6 LVT's. By 1100 (L) our troops were half-way to LORENGAU airstrip. Reports
indicate "Perfect cooperation between Army, Navy and Air". 1473 dead Japs had
been counted by the evening of 12 March, with more dead still uncounted. Army
forces estimate 2831 enemy combat troops remain in the area. Another echelon
of 1 AK, 7 LST's, 6 DD's is due to arrive LOS NEGROS on 15 March.

On 11 March the Japs launched an attack in force against the northeast
sector of the TOROKINA perimeter. After a slight penetration of our defenses
the attack was halted, and by 12 March the position was completely reestablished
and wired; restoration was effected by launching 3 counter attacks with tanks.
Following the defeat of the enemy's attempt on 9-10 March to penetrate our east
perimeter our forces were busy on 11 March mopping up that sector, with many
Japs reported killed during this p?iii:fs

Cour casualties during 11-12 March were reported as 72 killed, 359 wounded,
20 missing. Our total casuslties for the period 9-12 March are 108 killed,
664 wounded, 20 missing; during the same period the Japs lost at least 1173
killed, with this estimate not including those killed beyond visual range of

our front lines.
SoPac air forces continue heavily hammering Jap positions near our peri-

meter. Jap artillery continued its intermittent shelling of the PIVA air field
on 11-12 March, but its effectiveness was reported as being considerably reduced
by artillery counter battery fire and by bombing. However, ComAirSols reporte
that on 14 March the hostile artillery resumed its shelling of the PIVA air field
area, placing 14 shells on the PIVA "Y" area, and 30 on the unit area causing
slight damage to the matting; this was quickly repaired.

MacArthur 140845 request D-day for RECKLESS operation be postponed to
22 April,

ComSoPac AdVon 150538 (pink) announces 20 March (east longitude date)
as D-day for seizure of BEEFSTEAK.

CinCPOA 150306 (pink) queries re aircraft search operations in qu?port
of FULLCRY. DECLASSIFIED
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14 March (Oahu date) =~ continued -

CinCPOA 150525 (pink) points out that movement of 5 Army Divisions to and
from Hawaiian Area during March, April, May and June presents certainties of

conflict with and hazard to mounting dates of CentPac. c1/g57),1/,,]

Admiral Nimitz and members of his staff returned to PEARL 15 March. '

15 March (Oahu date)

Prior to daylight on 15 March, 11 Liberators operating from KWAJALEIN hit |
TRUK Atoll with 66 500=pound bombs, attacking the islands of DUBLON and ETEN
for 50 minutes. The enemy was caught completely by surprise and was not blacked
out. Generally excellent results were obtained; seaplane base hangers, ammuni-
tion dumps, and oil storage areas were hit; large fires resultede 11 other
Liberators belonging to the same group intended to hit TRUK, but owing to weather
conditions, hit alternate targets, PONAPE and OROLUK; results unreported. During
the above operation, there were no losses or casualties. In the TRUK area, our
planes encountered intense AA fire from ship and ground batteries with possibly
1 fighter intercepting. The enemy operated searchlights.

On 14 March, 10 Dauntless bombers hit JALUIT with 4% tons, and 12 Mitchell
bombers dropped 10 tons on WOTJE, concentrating on barracks, aircraft installations,
and the magazine area. The bombers probably operated from bases in the GILBERTS.

miles SW of present field; grading in progress; length estimated over 3000 feet.

There are no additional reports on the tactical situation in the SoPac and

|
CTF 57 reports that photos of PONAPE reveal construction of & new runway 3
SWPac areas. |
|
|

CominCh 142030 ennounces agreement between British Admiralty and CominCh for
assessment of coordinated attacks in which U.S. forces are involved with other
United Netions forces.

CinCSWPA (via Com 7th Flt) 160614 (pink) comments on utilization of SoPac
search planes on SWPac airdromes, replying to our 150306 (pink), March.

ComAirSoPac 161051 (pink) comments on capabilities of searchers from

ADMIRALTY'S, replying to our 150306 (pink), March. ’ﬁyﬁéy

P/
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16 March (0ahu date) L EE T

Landbased airstrikes operating under CTF 57 from bases in the GILBERTS,
continued against TAROA, WOTJE, and MILLE; WOTJE received the heaviest tonnage
(15 tons). Single searchers over PINGELAP and ORULUK dropped I% tons on each
place; ORULUK appeared deserted, it was reported.

SILVERSIDES, operating south of the PALAUS, reports sinking 1 ship of
e 4 ship convoy on 15 March,

TAUTOG, operating in the KURILES, reports 1 AK (TAGU MARU class) sunk on i
13 March, and a sister ship left burning and sinking; obtained 2 torpedo and
about 16 shell hits. On night of 16 March, she attacked a 7 ship convoy ,
and believes that she sank 3 ships, demaged one, all unidentified.

Reports from the South Pacific disclose that Jap offensive action con-
tinues against the east and northeast TOROKINA sectors of our perimeter. After
a 3-day lull in the east sector, the Japs attacked in that area on 14 March,
meking a slight penetration; positions wers restored by a tank counter attack.
During the 13th and 14th, the Japs were reported entrenching themselves opposite
our northeast sector; at noon on the 15th they made a light attack in that area,
but were repulsed after losing 125 killed. Our casualties during the period
13-14 March are reported as 29 killed, 262 wounded; our total casualties during
the period 9 - 14 March are 137 killed, 926 wounded, 20 missing; Jap losses are
estimated in excess of 1325 killed. Sporadic shelling by Jap artillery of our
runways continues. SoPac airforces are directing heavy counter blows against
the Jap offensive measures.

Both the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas are being heavily beaten down by pound-
ings by SoPac airforces. On 14 March large numbers of heavy, medium, light,
and fighter bombers concentrated on the airfields and harbors in the RABAUL 5
area, inflicting severe damage; few Jap planes were in evidence. On the 15th,
65 dive and torpedo bombers, staging through GREEN ISLAND, hit the KAVIENG area. |

The ADMIRALTY'S situation progresses favorably with LORANGAU airdrome now
in our hands. It is disclosed that the unit making the landing in the LORANGAU
area on 14 March was the 2d Brigade, lst Cavalry.

CominCh and CNO 151548 establishes the 17th Naval District, effective 15
April 1944,

Wﬁ, ‘\._’ !
17 March (Oshu date) ///{i,

Landbased air strikes (under CTF 57) continued against enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS .

JACK, operating west of PHILIPPINES during Feb and early Mar reports
sinking on 19 Feb 4 large new-type gasoline loaded AOs which exploded when
hit, and 1 small Maru; and reports sinking on 1 Mar 2 AKs; total tonnage sunk
estimated as 57,500.

COD, operating north of MALAY BARRIER, reports sinking one XAO (7,350)
on 23 Feb, 1 AK (2,473) on 27 Feb, and 1 Sampan (30)(by gunfire), date not
given; total tonnage sunk estimated as 9,853.
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17 Merch (Oshu date) - continued -

On 16 March the Japs attacked in force against our north perimeter ;Torokiva,
effecting a slight penetration, byt a coumterattack restored the position; 195
dead Japs were counted; our losses unreported. Our casualties on 15 March are
reported as 15 killed, 76 wounded; our total casualties during the period 9-15
March are 152 killed, 1002 wounded, 20 missing. ComAirSols reports that Jap
artillery shelling of our perimeter airfields was much reduced during the 24-
hour period ending 17 March; however, 1 shell hit a small bomb dump east of the
PIVA "U" strip, the dump being 156% destroyed. Heavy air support of our ground
forces continues.

In the ADMIRALTY's our ground forces were reported to be closing in on
LORANGAU VILLAGE.

In the SWPac our planes struck WEWAK on 16 March without meeting fighter
interception. Com 7th Fleet reports that enemy air activity indicates that
army bomber and fighter reinforcements have been steadily moved into the
HOLLANDIA area.

In the North Pacific, Fleet Air Wing 4 made an armed reconnaissence flight
over PARAMUSHIRU-SHIMUSHU area on night of 16-17 March. No pictures were taken
owing to a solid overcast, and a few bombs were dropped with unobserved damage.

3 Liberators from 11th Air Force dropped 18 100-pound bombs on SHIMUSHU with
unobserved results.

JCS 170809 (pink) approves delay in RECKLESS target date to 22 April.
18 March (Oshu date) Zféf

Landbased air strikes (under CTF 57) continued against EMIDJ and TAROA.
11 Liberators operating from KWAJALEIN hit PONAPE on 17 March with 8 tons, plus
incendiaries; many fires were observed. 6 Liberators started fires and explo-
sions by dropping 5 tons on KUSAIE.

LAPON, operating south of HONG KONG reports sinking on 17 March 1 AO,
and obtaining 3 hits on a loaded AK.

CTF 57 122200 reports progress of construction on KWAJALEIN IS, ROI IS,
ENGEBI IS, ENIWETOK IS, and MAJURO.

In the TORCKINA area there was intensive patrol activity around our
perimeter, continuetion of our counter-battery fires, and air and surface bom-
bardment of hostile positions on 17 March; considerable activity along our north
perimeter indicates that the enemy is reorganizing to continue the attack which
was launched on 16 March. Our casualties for 16 March are reported as 5 killed,
117 wounded; this brings our total casualties during the period 9-16 March to

157 killed, 1119 wounded, 20 missing.

ComAirSols reports that the Japs continue intermittent artillery shelling
of our TOROKINA fields; on 18 March 65 shells dropped in the PIVA area; only
minor damage was sustained.
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18 March (Oshu date) - continued -

In the ADMIRALTY's our ground forces completed occupation of LORANGAU
Township.

In the Southwest Pacific 12 Liberators on the night of 16-17 March
dropped bombs on the naval base and factory area of SOERABAJA, large fires and
explosions were observed. A reconnaissence party at GASMATA reports finding
numerous land mines, but states that the enemy apparently evacuated the area
one week ago. Heavy and medium bombers continued to concentrate on the WEWAX
Eret.

In the North Pacific 3 Venturas of Fleet Air Wing 4 completed successful
armed reconnaissance of PARAMUSHIRU on 17 March; pictures were obtained, and
bombs and incendiaries were dropped.

19 March (Oahu date) (Bil J,g/f;

L

Lendbased air strikes (under CTF 57) continued against enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS. 2 Mitchells hit PONAPE with 2 tons on 17 March report-
ing the sinking of a small AK and starting large fires on JAPOTIK Island.

On 18 March BatDiv 7 escorted by DesDiv 1 bombarded, and LEXTINGTON
escorted by DesDiv 28 made 2 carrier group attacks on MILLE; results appeared
satisfactory; IOWA received two hits, estimated to be 6" caliber, at about
15,000 yards range, suffering moderate damage; 3 men were wounded, none seriously.

CTF 57 reports first landing on the ENIWETOK 4,000 ft. airstrip on 19
March; beginning 28 March it is expected that 2 or 3 heavy squadrons will be op-
erating therefrom.

ComSoPac ADVON (pink) 180836 recormends certain dispositions in support
of FULLCRY operation. CinCSoWesPac (Via Com 7thFlt) 200331 (pink) replies to
foregoing dispatch. :

CTF 31 reports that on 17 March our forces landed on EMIRAU Island without
opposition. ELO MUSAO seized with slight opposition. WNo casualties were reported,
Unloading is proceeding, but beaches are difficult.

ComAirSols reports that during the night 17-18 March several Jap artillery
shells fell in the TOROCKINA area inflicting only minor damege.

On 19 March BatDiv 3 (plus TENNESSEE) with DesRon 25, covered by TG 36.3
(NATOMA BAY, MANILA BAY, DesRon 25) bombarded KAVIENG for 33 hours. No shipping
was present in the harbor; however, heavy damage was inflicted on shore instal-
lations. A premature 5" 51 Cal. burst just outside muzzle wounded 2 seriously
and 2 slightly on the MISSISSIPPI; a second similar accident slightly wounded
2 on the NEW MEXICO. Enemy fire was reported as ineffective during the approach
and none existed thereafter, except for occasional AA fire. 1080 rounds of 14"
HC and 12,275 rounds of 5" were expended.
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19 March (Oshu date) - continued =

The situation in the ADMIRALTIES progresses favorably although our
ground forces were still meeting resistance southeast of LORANGAU. The close
support group of 4 DDs continues to support our ground forces. As of 17 March
the total Jap dead in the ADMIRALTIES is reported as 2000 counted, with esti-
mated 500 more dead. It is estimated that the total Jap forces remaining in
the area is 1518, of which 600 are combat troops.

There are no additional reports of land action in the NEW BRITAIN area.
Natives report that the Japs remain in the JACQUINOT BAY area but are withdrawing
from areas further west. They also report that Jap subs are using JACQUINOT BAY
area as a hideout during daylight.

5 DDs conducted a strike against shipping along the north NEW GUINEA
Coast in the vicinity of WEWAK. They destroyed a small AK, a large barge and
numerous small craft, and started numerous fires in the WEWAK area which were
visible for 30 miles.

20 March (Oahu date) OM J‘J‘

The usual air strikes were made against enemy occupied atolls of the
MARSHALLS. Liberators operating from GILBERTS bases dropped 40 tons on WAKE on
19 March; owing to an overcast, most of the bombs landed in the water.

BONEFISH, operating in SOUTH CHINA SEA reports sinking a medium AK and
deamaging a very large AO on 6 Feb; and sinking a large XAO on 9 Feb. Estimate
total tonnage sunk, 21,272; damaged, 19,425.

The only repert on the EMIRAU ISLAND states, "Situation on shore satis-
factory, with no opposition reported".

MOMOTE airstrip on LOS NWEGROS is now usable without landing mat for all
types of aircraft. Our ground troops continue mopping-up operations in the
ADMIRALTIES, supported by close-support group of 4 DD's and by air forces.

On 18 March a merchant ship, the S.S. ORIENTAL, struck a mine just off
East ESPIRITU SANTO; she made port safely.

There are no additional reports of land action in the TOROKINA area.

Cominech; CNO 201301 concerns NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT request for release
of 17,500 men from her armed forces to relieve manpower shortage for production
of essential war materials.

Com 10th TFlt C&R 181541 establishes the ALASKAN SEA FRONTIER Merchant
Ship Control Area to replace NORTHWEST SEA FRONTIER Merchant Ship Control Area,
effective 15 April 1944. .
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21 March (Oahu date)
Air strikes continued against enemy - occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS.

CTF 57 reports completion of occupation of LAE Atoll on 17 March. A
reconnaissance force departs for AILINGLAPALAP Atoll same date.

PICUDA operating in YAP-PALAU Area reports sinking 1 6500 ton AP on 20
March with 2 hits, and obtaining 4 hits on 1 empty 7500 ton AO on 18 March, with
unobserved results. No landing field, construction work, or aircraft were sighted

CinCPac 220356 (Pink) proposes that target date for STALEMATE be tenta-
tively set for 8 September 1944,

CinCPOA 220352 relieves Com5thFleet of all responsibilities for adminis-
tration of the Forward Area Central Pacific, but he retains certain operational

control. 3 z > a é
Rear Admiral John M. Hoovegﬂgetached as ComAi:CenPac, and detailed Com-

mander Forward Area Central Pacific. !

In the TOROKINA area there was no Jap artillery shelling of our perimeter
airfields during 18-19 March. Cleaning up operations continued along the east
perimeter on the 18th, with 90 Japs reported killed; our casualties were 17 killed,
95 wounded, 2 missing. We suffered no casualties on the 17th; our total casualties
for the period 9-18 March reported as 174 killed, 1214 wounded, 22 missing; Jap
dead for the same period estimated in excess of 1610.

Occupation of the ADMIRALTIES progresses favorably though resistance con-
tinues south of LORANGAU. Parties from PTs went ashore at LONLU (MANUS) and
recovered many naval documents,

Following our occupation of EMIRAU Island, natives report that the Japs
evacuated the area about two months ago.

Reliable native reports indicate certain Jap installations on MUSSAU and
ELOAUE Islands; these include 2 gasoline dumps, manned radio station, 2 dual mount
guns, and a bomb dump. Two DDs from DesRon 47 will destroy these installations
by bombardment commencing at 1200 L 23 March.

Southwest Pacific air forces continue heavy bombing of the WEWAK Area.

O/ﬁ)ﬂ’\ G
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22 March (Oahu date)

Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALIS.
Fifteen Army and four Navy Liberators dropped 15 tons on PONAFE on 21 March;
large fires were started in the barracks area. Two Liberators hit KUSAIE as
an alternate target) 2 tons dropped in the warehouse area starting large fire,

The airfield at ENIWETOK ISLAND is named STICKELL FIELD in honor of the
late Lieutenant John Harlen Stickell, A-V(N), USNR, 281816. Lt. Stickell was sn
outstanding pilot and naval officer whose performance of duty in repeated fearless:
attacks against the enemy was an inspiration to personnel of his squadron and of
the U. S. Naval Service,

CinCPOA 230126 announces intention of establishing the Shore Based Air
Force Forward Area as a joint task force, effective 1 Mey; nomination of Major
Ceneral Hale as TF Commander approved.

CinCPac 222315 designates Rear Admiral M.A. Mitscher as Commender Fast
Carrier Task Forces Pacific,

Operations on EMIRAU ISLAND proceed satisfactorily. All ships of the
Attack Group returned to GUADALCANAL without incident. The Second Echelon is
expected to depart EMIRAU for GUADALCANAL on 24 March. The Third Echelon will
depart GUADALCANAL on 24 March and proceed to EMIRAU.

The bombardment by destroyers of Jap installations reported on MUSSAU and
ELOAUE (summary 21 Mar.) was carried out on 23 March (L) as scheduleds Target areas
on ELOAUE were thoroughly covered at ranges from 3500 to 4000 yards; 500 rounds were
expended; owing to dense vegetation, no evidence of destruction was visible from
ships or spotting plane. On MUSSAU TSLAND it was estimated that 1B0 drums of gaso-
line were destroyed; 166 rounds were expended.

In, the TOROKINA Perimeter Areea there is no report to indicate that the
ground situation has changed. SoPac air forces continue to heavily pound Jap
installations nesr our vperimeter.

In the Southwest Pacific, there are no reports to indicate change in the
tactical situation. Total enemy casualties in the ADMIRALTIES Operation reported
as 2,076 dead. Report ofcdstialties to include March 20 in the NEW BRITATN Area
is as follows: GLOUCESTER-REIN BAY - 3,686 dead, 7f% prisoners; ELEANORA BAY -
149 killed, 358 prisoners; TALASEA - 141 dead, 13 prisoners; ARAWE - 371 dead, 3
prisoners, 100 found dead. In the SAIDOR Area of NEW GUINEA, a patrol found 200
enemy dead south of SAIDOR.

Clue
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23 larch (Oahu date) 10 USEUCOM

Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS,
dropping from 6 to 8 tons each on WOTJE, TAROA, and EMIDJ; 8 Corsairs and 2
Mitchells performed two missions each, rearming at MAJURO, and dropped a total
of' 11% tons on MILLE, where for the 3rd straight day no AA fire was encountered.

TUNNY operating west of the PALAUS reports 2 Mark 14 hits on an I-Class
sub on 23 March. Prior to this action she obtained 1 and 3 hits respectively
in two large lMarus, probably AO's. 3 out of 4 Mark 18's found their target in
a MINEKAZE Type DD; after the attack she received 87 depth charges and 8 bombs.

The President has designated Rear Admirals Willis A. Lee Jr. and Mark
A. Mitscher as Commander Battleships, Pacific Fleet and as a Task Force Com-
mender, Pacific Fleet respectively, with rank of Vice Admiral effective 21
March (Quotes BuPers 222132).

CominCh 141800 authorizes special arrangements for the exchange of
planning information between the Joint Staff Planners (Wash. D.C.) and the
U.S. Members of the planning staffs of theater and area commanders.

In the TCROKINA area Japanese offensive action during the pericd 19-21
March has slackened considerably. During this period action was limited to
extensive patrol activity and to patrol clashes. No Jap artillery fire has
been received since 18 March. There are some indications that the enemy again
masses his forces along our north perimeter in preparation for a resumption of
his attack. SoPac air and surface forces continue to concentrate on hostile
installations around the perimeter. Our casualties during the period 19-21
March are reported as 16 killed, 112 wounded, 2 missing. This brings the
total casualties during the period 9-21 larch to 190 killed, 1326 wounded, 24
missing.

In the ADMIRALTTES the situation progresses most favorably. It is re-
perted that all known resistance on LOS NEGROS has been surrounded by the lst
Cavalry Bripade. On MANUS the enemy resorts only to defensive actions except
Por light infiltration by suicide squads.

Southwest Pacific air forces continue to concentrate heavily against
installations in the WEWAK area. An air sweep along the coast started at
WEWAK end carried as far as AITAPE; along the route barges and other traffic
wae2 attecked. On 21 March 7 Liberators without bombs executed a search mission

extending to, and including, the HALMAHERA-CERAM area.
Admiral Nimitz, Rear Admiral Sherman, and other sm;mrted
PEARL for BRISBANE, Ate4Bux F
.'\!_-"-"u
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Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls in the MARSHALLS.
18 Army Liberators staging from KWAJALEIN dropped 49% tons on WAKE on 23 March;
barracks and oil storage areas were the objectives of the attack; AA fire was
intense; one crewman was killed; 5 planes were damaged, though all returned to
base. 7 Mitchells operating from bases in the GILBERTS dropped 6 tons on the
barracks area of PONAPE. 3 Mitchells dropped 3 tons on alternate target, ANT
ISLAND.

On 25 March 2 dead, 12 seriously wounded and numerous minor injuries
resulted from an explosion on ENIWETOK ISLAND. This explosion of approximately
150 tins of ammunition resulted from a fire of unknown origin aboard LCT 3156
which was unloading at the beach.

In the TOROKINA area during the period 23-24 March the Jap artillery
pleced one shell on the PIVA "Y" strip and 12 northeast of TOROKINA strip; no
damage or casualties resulted. There is no report of land action; air and
surface bombardment of enemy installations continues.

During air operations over RABAUL and KAVIENG areas on 23 March, all
air strips in those areas reported unserviceable except one at KAVIENG. Planes
over the RABAUL area encountered small white parachutes with dangling wires; eme.
nicked the propeller of a planefiﬁiso observed were 2 blue parachutes with
suspended objects resembling buckets; these were reported tc have been dropped
from planes although the dropping planes were not sighted.

(ﬁ_.{% m

The usual air strikes were conducted against the enemy occupied atolls
of WOTJE, MALOELAP, and JALUIT; from 6 to 10 tons were dropped on each place.
The airfield at PONAPE received 7 tons from 13 Mitchells operating from the
GILBERTS; this force also destroyed a building on ANT ISLAND.

25 March (Oahu date)

POLLACK operating against a large convoy enroute from the EMPIRE to the
MARTANAS reports sinking 1 medium AK and 1 DD; probably sinking 2 large AK's;
and damaging 1 unidentified ship. At 2000 GCT 24 March both the POLLACK and
the WHALE were attacking the convoy; the WHALE results are as yet unreported.

A delayed report from ComSoPac states that in the TOROKINA area during
22-23 Merch a Jap infantry battalion made a determined attack against our north
perimeter; they succeeded in meking a shallow penetration of our lines, but the
attack was repulsed and our positions restored by counterattack. An estimated
300 dead Japs were left inside our lines. Our casualties on 22 March reported
as 4 killed, 47 wounded, 1 missing; total for period 9-22 March now stands at
194 killed, 1373 wounded, 25 missing. Our ground forces continue to be supported
by eair and surface bombardment.

The situation in the ADMIRALTIES appears well in hend, although the Japs
continue to occupy a defensive position south of LORANGAU. To date, 2323 dead
Japs have been counted; it is estimated that about 1000 effectives remain.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority: EO 12958, as amended - continued -
HQ USEUCOM

1882




iz DECLASSIFIED @
A STy Authority: EQ 12958, as amended

HQ USEUCOM
25 March (Oahu date)

Southwest Pacific Air Forces continue to hammer the WEWAK area, and are
meeting no fighter interception and but meager AA fire in that area. Reports
place 274 Jap eircraft in the HOLLANDIA area; they are listed as 132 fighters,
45 medium bombers, and 97 light bombers.

In the North Pacific 3 B=24's and 5 PV's executed an armed reconnaisssnce
over PARAMUSHIRU; results were unobserved and rather ineffective owing to adverse
weather conditions. Of the 5 PV's participating, 1 crashed on take off, 2 turned
back on account of weather, and 1 failed to return. The B-24's returned safely.

26 March (Oszhu date) @/W (i'l_.'._\,\

Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS.
On 25 March 13 Mitchells (VBM) from TARAWA staged through ENIWETOK, and struck
PONAPE with fragmentation and incendiary bombs. 16 Marine fighters from ENGEBI
escorted the Mitchells. Of 15 intercepting Jap fighters 4 were destroyed and 1
probably destroyed; 1 Mitchell was damaged. Barracks and other buildings
perteining to both the old and the new airfields were attacked and set afire;
fighters strafed both fields. The new field is inoperative. Heavy AA fire was
intense though inaccurate. Our returning planes strafed UJELANG, where new tent
activity was noted; there was no AA fire. All planes returned.

On 21 March a reconnaissance force visited ALINGLAPALAP; 38 Japs were
killed, & prisoners taken; our casualties were 3 wounded. Occupation of EBON
on 24 March resulted in death of 16 Japs, including 1 woman; 1 man and 2 children
were teken prisoners; we lost 2 killed, 8 wounded. At NAMU which was occupied
also on 24 March, 2 adults and 4 children were teken prisoners. . :

HERRING operating off KYUSHU reports damaging a DD with 1 hit for 3
torpedoes fired. Also reports 6 misses on 2 23-knot DDs owing to low power
performance of Mk 14 torpedoes.

In the TOROKINA area there has been no Jap offensive action since 22-23
March. Our casualties for 23 and 24 March are reported as 35 killed, 151
wounded; total for period 9-24 March stands at 229 killed, 1524 wounded, 25
missing. Jap dead for the same period estimated at 2384. ;
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27 March (Oahu date)

Air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS.
20 Merine dive bombers, escorted by 23 fighters, took off from ROI and MAJURO
on 26 March, and hit WOTJE with 13 tons; we lost one fighter plane, but the
pilot was rescued.

12 Mitchells covered by 18 Corsairs staging from ENIWETOK and ENGEBI
again hit PONAPE on the 26th dropping 12 tons; of 15 intercepting Jap fighters
9 were shot down, and 3 others probably destroyed; we lost one Mitchell.

Marshall 262235 (pink) summarizes conclusions and recommendations for
redeployment of SoPac combat and service forces following RECKLESS Operation.

In the TOROKINA area only patrol clashes were reported. Our casualties
on the 25th were 8 killed, 43 wounded; our total casualties during the period
9-25 March are 237 killed, 1567 wounded, 25 missing. Because of washouts
caused by heavy rains, the PIVA "Y" air strip will be unserviceable for about
48 hours from 0800 L 28 March.

28 March (Oshu date) (" W?

There was a continuation of air strikes against enemy occupied atolls of
the MARSHALIS.

CTF 57 reports that on 24 March DDs and DEs operating about 40 miles southl
of WOTJE on anti-sub operations attacked and badly damaged or sunk one enemy sub-
marine; although no wreckage was obtained, a 5 mile fresh oil slick was observed.

Durimg, the octwpation o8 EBON on R4 Marck the Japg, afder raﬁgingafgwhito
flag™gs token oI\ surren fired\wthout warning upon ourfore kil
Sa
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2 PBYS's operating from a NEW GUINEA base executed a bombing mission
against WOLEAI on 28 Merch. Intense light inaccurate AA fire was recieved from
WOLEAI and from an estimated 15 boats in the east lagoon; each of the 2 planes
dropped 2 haelf ton and 2 quarter ton GP bombs and 3 clusters of incendiaries;
several large explosive fires were started; the conflagration and explosions were
still continuing one half hour later when the planes left the area.

CominCh and CNO 282109 dissolves CarDivs 21 and 23 and assigns ships to
transport and training duty.

In the TOROKINA area there is still an absence of Japanese offensive
action against our perimeter; howewver, our patrols continue to meke hostile
contact in all areas around our perimeter.

SoPac Air Forces continue to support the TOROKINA ground forces and to
heavily pound the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas. All airfields in the RABAUL and
KAVIENG areas are reported as unserviceable, except the concrete runway at
VUNAKANAU.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority: EQ 12958, as amended
HQ USEUCOM - continued -

1884




™ DEGLASSIFIED -
& SRS Authority: EO 12958, as amended
HQ USEUCOM

28 March (Cont'd)

Reports indicate that the situation in the ADMIRALTIES progresses
favorably; an estimated 890 effective Jap troops remain.

Southwest Pacific air forces heavily bombed the WEWAK and HANSA BAY
areas. The blow at HANSA BAY and the nearby island of KAIRIRU wes severely
curtailed because of adverse weather; however, 3 heavy squadrons reached the
target and hit personrnel and stores in the area. On 27 March 4 Liberators
struck airdromes in the HOLLANDIA Area and attempted to take pictures; the
photographic results were unsatisfactory owing to adverse weather,

'|I\._/
29 March (Oshu date) K it

Air strikes continued ageinst the enemy occupied Atolls of the MARSHALLS.
15 Mitchell's from TARAWA, after dropping 15 tons on JALUIT, rearmed at MAJURO
and hit TAROA and MILLE, respectively, with 10 tons and 4 tons; at TAROA large
oil fires were started. 3 Mitchell's alsc hit EMIDJ with 3 1/3 tons, 20
Marine Dauntless bombers from MAJURQO, excorted by 23 Corsairs and Hellecats,
dropped 10 tons on WOTJE, concentrating on heavy AA positions and radar stations.
Agein no AA fire was encountered at MILLE; none was encountered at EMIDJ. AA
fire from TAROA and WOTJE was moderste; from JALUIT meager. No plane loss was
reported; two were damsged.

17 Liberators (underCTF 57) hit TRUK on 28 March. 6 planes dropped 9
tons on MOEN ISLAND starting 1 large fire and several smaller ones. € planes
dropped 8 tons on ETEN, results being umobserved owing to overcast. The re-
maining 5 planes have not reported results, AA fire from each target was in-
tense, but inaccurate. Our force incurred no damage or casualties.

ComAirSols reports a very effective raid on ETEN ISLAND (TRUK) on 28
March by 20 Liberators from PIVA (TOROKINA Area) dropping 20-30 tons. 200
direct hits were obtained, the majority being in the s hop and hangar area;
others on aprons and runwaye. 49 aircraft (35 fighters, 4 medium bombers, 10 \
dive bombers) on runway believed destroyed. Photos showed 16 exploding. Large
fires were observed in hangar and building areas. AA fire was received from :
ships and islands. 90 Jap fighters intercepted with aggressive persistance, and j
pursued to a point 90 miles south of TRUK. Uncoordinated reports claimed 6 to
20 enemy fighters shot down. One Liberator was downed, possibly by an aerial
bomb 90 miles west of NOMOE. 2 Liberators crash landed GREEN ISLAND; 4 crewmen ‘
were killed 5 wounded. On 29 March two B-24s hit DUBLON (TRUK) concentrating
on oil storage areas; large fires which resulted were visible for 50 miles with
smoke rising to 8,000 feet.

A single searcher made a low-level attack against PONAPE with two 500-1b,
and three 100-1b. bombs, and 4 incendiary clusters; fires were started in the
hengar, radio station, and town areas.

TUNNY reports attacking a BB leaving TOAGEL PASS (PALAU) at 290840 GCT,
and obtaining 2 probable hits. Base course of BB was 330, speed 163 it was ac=-
compenied by 1 KUMA CL and 2 DD's. A large convoy of 19 miscellaneous AKs departe
ed PELAU at 290030 GCT on course 310, speed 9.

STINGRAY reports sinking GINYO MARU type ship northwest of PAGAN.

o o
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PICUDA operating in the MARTANAS Area, reports 1 empty 7000 ton AK
sunk on 29 March with 2 sure, possibly 3, hits.

FLYING FISH, operating in the FORMOSA-NAHA Ares, reports at 301113 GCT
that 6 hits sank a 2000 ton AK, probably sank a 5000 ton AK, and damaged a 7000
ton AK.

GAR, operating SE of PALAU, reports picking up on 29 March 4 crew members
of a plane forced down in the TF 58 strike; 1 member went down with the plane.

BARB, operating east of FORMOSA, reports 2 Mk 14 hits sank a SYOWA Class
Q-ship at RASA ISLAND at 1430 GCT 28 March.

RAY, opereating in CHINA SEA, reports 1 hit on 3 March on a large tanker,
part of a convoy of 9 ships with 3 escorts. On 18 March obtained 1, possibly
2, hits on a CHIDORI type TB.

A reconnaissance force occupied without opposition the Atolls of NAMORIK
and KILA on about 27 March.

ComDesDiv 94 reports bombarding KAPINGAMARANGI Atoll on 28 March, expend-
ing 572 rounds 5-inch and 430 rounds 40-mm.

In the TOROKINA Area our ground forces report that hostile forces have
been cleared from the east sector with riumerous dead Japs being found in the
area. Reconnaissance patrols operating north of the perimeter encountered many
dead Japs. There are indications that the enemy has broken close contact and
may be withdrawing to KIETA (East Centrsl BOUGAINVILLE)., Our casualties on 26
March reported as 8 killed, 44 wounded; totael for the period 9-26 March 245
killed, 1611 wounded, 25 missing. :

SoPac eir forces continue their air operations egainst the RABAUL and |
KAVIENG areas, and in support of the TOROKINA ground forces.

Southwest Pacific air forces were directed against WEWAK and HOLLANDIA
on the north New Guinea Coast and also against JACQUINOT BAY south NEW BRITAIN
and against GAROVE ISLAND, north NEW BRITAIN Coast; 7 B-24's constituted the
force directed against HOLLANDIA. Reports indicate 264 plenes (125 fighters,
96 light bombers, 43 medium bombers) in the HOLLANDIA Area. s

o itz + B retind “Pepein e

30 March (Oahu date)

Usual air strikes continued against the enemy ococupied atolls of the
MARSHALLS,

Three Mitchell's, escorted by 16 Marine Corsair's, made a low=level
attack against PONAPE with 28 100-1b. bombs at 292130 GCT; large fires were
started in the warehouse area; no hostile planes were encowntered; AA fire
was moderate; neither our planes nor personnel incurred dameges
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30 March (Oshu date) (Cont'd)

On 28 March 4 Liberators struck ETEN (TRUK) with unobserved results;
heavy AA fire was meagerj light AA fire intense; neither planes nor personnel
incurred damage. On 29 March, 19 Liberators hit TRUK with 32 tons concen=-
trating on the islands of DUBLON, MOEN, FEFAN, PARAN, UMAN; explosions and
fires were observed at DUBLON; large fires were observed on MOEN and UMAN;

AA fire from all targets was reported as moderate and inaccurate.

GAR, operating southeast of PALAU, reports meking a second reacue on
30 March; 4 plene crew members were picked up; 2 others went down with the
plane.

In the TOROKINA Area all reports tend to substantiate previous de-
ductions that the enemy has abandoned his offensive tactics against our
perimeter and withdraws toward east central BOUGAINVILLE.

The situation in the ADMIRALTIES progresses moat favorably, with no
contact with organized enemy forces of which less than 600 effectives sur-
vives The count of enemy dead in the area stands at 2,628,

SoPac air and surface forces continue to harass Japsnese concentra-
tions in the BOUGAINVILLE Area and the air forces continue their heavy
pounding of the RABAUL and KAVIENG Areas.

SoWesPac air forces continue thelr heavy air strikes against HOLLANDIA.
On the night of 28-29 March, 4 Liberators hit HOLLANDIA dropping 960 20-1b.
fragmentation bombs; 16 planes were believed destroyed or damaged. On 29
March, 65 Liberators hit the area with 15,600 free-falling 20-1b. fragmenta-
tion bombs. Conservative estimates list 25 enemy planes destroyed, 67
damaged. Of 40 intercepting fighters, 10 were definitely shot dowm, with
7 others probably shot down. We had no losses on this strike. Om 30 March,
68 Liberators again struck HOLLANDIA and CYCLOPS Areas with 140 tons of
various types of bombs, including incendiaries which were carried by all
planess A summary of the strikes on 29 and 30 March lists 162 planes de-
stroyed on the ground (determined by photo) and 23 definitely destroyed
in the air, with 12 other probabless Our loss for the two strikes was
one fighter.

On 29 March, 23 medium bombers struck TEDJI dropping 34 tons of 500=lb.
bombs; the airstrip was rendered unserviceable.

On the night of 29-30 March, 1 Liberator and 3 Catalina's struck
WOLEAI dropping 6% tons on the rmmway and other areas. This strike follows
one made the previous night by 2 B=24's and 2 PBY's which was reported as

very effective.
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31 March (Oahu date)

The usual land based air strikes continued on 29 March against JALUIT,
WOTJE and MILLE. 12 Mitchells hit JALUIT with 9% tons, starting small fires.
WOTJE was struck by 21 Marine Corsairs which silenced AA positions; 20 Marine
Dauntless bombers dropped 9 tons with unreported results, accompanied by 4
Hellcats which strafed the airfield; 1 Dauntless was downed by AA fire, the
crew being rescued by a DD. 6 Marine Corsairs placed 3 tons on MILLE.

On 30 March 21 Liberators, staged from ENIWETOK, dropped 42 tons on
TRUK targets including the MOEN airstrip and barracks, ETEN and DUBLON; heavy
AA fire was weak end inaccurate; large fires accompanied by delayed explosions
were observed in all target areas; 2 planes were slightly damaged.

In the South Pacific air forces continued to bomb Japanese installations
on BOUGAINVILLE, concentrating on the TOROKINA and NUMANUMA areas and the
SHORTLANDS area; 68 SBD and TBFs hit RABAUL on 30 March.

Adverse weather conditions reduced the scope of Southwest Pacific air
strikes in support of RECKLESS on 31 March. HOLLANDIA area was not hit; however,
44 B-256's struck TADJI and AITAPE areas, dropping 50 tons of quarter-tonners on
storage and personnel areas; fires were started, and 2 large buildings were
demolished. 2 PBY's attecked WOLEAI during the night of 31 March, dropping 4
half tonners and 4 500-pounders on supply and personnel areas; results unreported.
Not previously reported was & strike on 30 March against WEWAK end TADJI areas
by 99 B-25's eand A-20's, with unreported results.

Photos of WAKDE on 30 March show 58 planes (24 fighters, 13 light and 21
medium bombers). At SEWAR air strip (18 mi. W of WAKDE) there were 7 fighters
and 1 light bomber.

(U - ru

1 April (Oahu date)

First report on results DESECRATE states that TF 58 hit PALAU on 29 March
and WOLEAI on 31 March; TG 58.2 and 58.3 hit PALAU on 30 March; TG 58.1 hit YAP
on 30 March. Complete reports of our aircraft losses have not been received;
losses thus far reported are 8 VF, 11 VB and 8 VI No damage from enemy air at-
tacks was sustained on the nights of 28 March and 29 March. Reports also indicate |
that many enemy aircraft were des?gp;sd and that all ships present in anchorages
were sunk or damaged. Three smallashibs were sunk at sea; 1 near PALAU and 2
near WOLEAI.

Land based air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the
MARSHALLSe Effectiveness of bombing by B-25's from TARAWA is greatly increased
owing to their practice of re-arming at MAJURO.

11 Mitchell's and 14 Marine Corsair's hit PONAPE on 31 March; 8 tons were
dropped with unobserved results.

Shore based aircraft continue to concentrate sgainst TRUK. On 31 March
14 Liberator's (CTF 57) hit DUBLON with 24 500-1b. GP bombs and 54 500-1b. incen-
diaries; large fires were started; antiaircraft fire was inaccurate, the light AA
Eﬁlﬁs&ﬁﬁg intense and the heavy AA fire being meager. Four squadrons of
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1 April (Cont'd)

Liberator's from SoPac hit DUBLON on 1 April with 54 tons of incendiary clusters
and 18 tons of high explosive; results unreported.

4
On 30 March CTFfreports occupation of BIKINI Atoll; 5 Japs were killed.

ComAirSols reports that all enemy airfields in the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO
are now unserviceable. South Pacific air forces continue their heavy attacks
against the RABAUL Area. VUNAPOPE and RATAVAL supply areas were heavily hit.

In the ADVNIRALTIES the Islands of NDRILO and KORUNIAT (immediately west
of the northwest tip of LOS NEGROS ISLAND) were occupied on 1 April by our ground
troops; the successful landings were supported by a squadron of PT boats in com=
pany with 1 AGP and 1 ASS. Complete occupation of PITYILU was also reported.

2 April (Oahu date) / CU.NV

Land based air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the
MARSHALLS with forces being direocted ageinst MILLE, EMIDJ, TAROA and WOTJE; 9
Mitchells from TARAWA hit TAROA, then rearmed at MAJURO, and struck EMIDJ.

On 1 April 6 Mitchells and 8 Marine Corssirs made a low level attack (500
ft.) against PONAPE; 4 tons were dropped in the barracks and service areas where
fires were started; AA fire was meager.

Strikes against TRUK were made by air forces from both the Central Pacific
area and South Pacific area. 22 Liberators (under CTF 57) hit DUBLONiend ware-
houses on the island with 144 500 1b. GP bombs and 10 500 1b. incendiaries;
large and small fires were started in the area; 3 fighters intercepted; AA fire
was meager and inaccurate. 31 Liberators (SoPac) dropped 46 tons of high explo-
sive and incendiary bombs on DUBLON, concentrating in the area DUBLON TOWN=-TURA-
TINA BEACH (Southern DUBLON); considersble damege was inflicted on warehouses,
piers, and barges; one large shop building was alsc reported destroyed. 20
serviceable fighters were reported on ETEN; 20 dive bombers, 3 float planes, 2
fighters and one flying boat were reported on DUBLON assembly area. The striking
force was intercepted by from 40 to 60 enemy fighters which pressed their attack
for 45 minutes and were reported to have dropped many phosphorous bombs in an
effort to destroy our bombers. Of the intercepting fighters, 7 were destroyed,
with 2 other probables. Our losses were 4 Liberators; the crew of one was
rescued north of GREEN ISLAND.

POLLACK, operating in EMPIRE Waters reports one large AK probably sunk
from a very large convoy apparently proceeding toward the MARIANAS.

There is no report of land action to indicate any change in the tactical
situation previously reported.

SoPac air forces continued their support of our ground forces on BOUGAIN-
VILLE, end their concentrated attacks against the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas.
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Southwest Pacific air forces were again prevented by adverse weather from
making large scale strikes in support of DESECRATE. KAIRIRU ISLAND was hit with
12 tons; 13 barges were destroyed, and oil dumps and supplies were destroyed.
128 tons were dropped on HANSA BAY with unreported results. A SoWesPac summary
states that of 288 enemy planes present in the HOLLANDIA area on the morning of
29 March practically all have been destroyed or permenently demaged; the 3 air-
dromes in the area have been rendered temporarily unserviceable.

3 April (Oshu date) : %/ ©pair

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued their strikes against enemy
occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS and against PONAPE. After hitting JALUIT, 7
Mitchells rearmed at MAJURO and then struck TAROA. The strike agasinst PONAPE
was conducted by 6 Mitchells which dropped 36 120-1b fragmentation clusters, 36
100=-1b bombs and 59 rounds of 75mm ammunition; attack was made at an altitude of
200 to 500 feet and was directed against both the new and the old airfields; AA
fire was moderate and accurate, there was no interception, no planes or ships
were sighted; 3 of our planes were slightly dameged.

CTF 57 reports completion of reconnaissance of islet AILUK Atoll. He now
labels as false his report of Japanese firing from under white flag of surrender
upon our occupation forces at EBON (summary 28 March).

20 Liberators (under CTF 57) hit TRUK on the night of 2-3 April. Bombs
were dropped on ETEN airfield and on the DUBLON seaplane base; owing to overcast,
results were unobserved. Several large ships in the Harbor were reported to have
been observed through the clouds.

The air strike against HOLLANDIA, which was planned by Southwest Pacific
air forces for 3 April, was turned back because of adverse weather; instead, 52
heavy bombers concentrated against storage and personnel areas at WEWAK, with
generally excellent results; no AA fire was encountered, there was no Jap inter-
ception, and we suffered no losses.
i (rtt’h

4 April (Oshu date)

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued their strikes against
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS and against PONAPE. 15 Mitchells,
after dropping 15 tons on JALUIT, rearmed at MAJURO and struck TAROA with 15
tons. 6 Mitchells making a 500-foot low level attack against PONAPE, dropped
5% tons on the new airstrip; 3 planes were damaged and 1 crewman injured.

SWORDFISH, operating NNW of the MARIANAS, reports dameging two Maru's
of a homeward bound 5-ship Jap convoy.

BOWFIN, operating in the Southwest Facific Area, reports sinking one
Maru and damaging one during the period 10-14 March.

Blue reconnaissance forces which returned to EMIRAU from MUSSAU report

the capture of many enemy documents, 800 pounds of radio gear and 3 machine
guns; they also report the destruction of 8 buildings, a quantity of bombs

1830
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and 243 drums of gasoline.

In the BOUGAINVILLE Area, our ground forces report the continued with-
drawal of the Japs from our north and east sectors of the TOROKINA Perimeter;
they are being pursued by our forces; our losses during the past 2 days are
reported as 15 killed, 35 wounded.

Covered by FT boats, our forces from the ADMIRALTIES occupied without
opposition the Island of RAMBUTYO (30 miles east of LOS NEGROS )« The hostile
strength in the ADMIRALTIES is now estimated as 400-450 effectives; estimated

Jap losses totzal 2,810 dead.
4 Bun

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) again struck enemy occupied atolls
of the MARSHALLS.

5 April (Oshu date)

Six Mitchell's, escorted by 7 Marine Corsair's, dropped 6 tons from 500
feet on PONAPE; hits were obtained on hangar, runways and installations of the
old eirfield; AA fire was moderate; 1 Mitchell sustained minor damage.

On 4 April 20 Liberators (under CTF 67), striking in two waves, dropped 84
500-1b. and 220 100-1b. incendiaries on the tenk farm on DUBLON ISLAND and MOEN
ISLAND; numerous fires were observed. Two Navy Liberators on a reconnaissance
mission over TRUK dropped 4 1000-1b. bombs which straddled a tanker near MOEN IS.;
tanker was believed sunk.

HALL (DD 583), while searching for and rescuing a Marine fighter pilot
shot down over WOTJE, received fire from at least 5 shore batteries for a period
of twenty minutes; ship sustained two 6-inch shell hits,

HADDO, operating in SOUTH CHINA SEA, reports damaging 2 small coastal
freighters and 1 large unidentified ship.

BOWFIN (additional to report surmary 4 April) reports attacking 6 cargo
ships escorted by 2 DD's in the area south of MINDANAO; with 7 torpedoes she sank
1 large AK with 3 hits and a medium AK with 2 hits, damaging a 3rd AE with 2 hits.
A summary of her first 4 patrols shows sunk and damaged 158,110 tons; fired 113
torpedoes for 56 hits; executed 3 special missions.

Adversa weather restricted SoPac air forces to the BOUGAINVILLE Area where
targets in the scuthern part of the island and around our TOROKINA Perimeter were
hit. Photos of the RABAUL Area show 1 VF runway at LAKUNAI end 1 VLB concrete
runwey at VUNAKANA to be in serviceable condition.

In the Southwest Pacific bad weather cancelled all daylight strikes for 5
April. On the night of 4 April 11 heavy bombers and 4 Catalina's bombed the WAKDE
Area; results were reported as excellent with hits in the plane parking areas at
each end of the runway, in personnel areas, and on AA positions. During the day
of 4 April an unspecified number of heavy end attack bombers hit targets in the
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HOLLANDIA Area; reports indicate heavy damage to many buildings, AA positions,
possible coast defense gun positions and to storage and fuel dump areas; under

(’\ cover of this strike, complete excellent low-level oblique photo coverage of the
—~ shore and terrain in the areas of TANAHMERAH BAY and southwest portion of HUMBOLDT
BAY was obtained. M

6 April (Oshu date)

Results of DESECRATE Summarized:

l. Enemy Losses.

8. Planes - 160 destroyed; 29 probably destroyed; 25 damaged.

b« Combatant Ships-- 3 DD destroyed; 1 DD damaged.

S+ Other Ships

(1) Sunk: 2 large AK, 6 medium AK, 9 small AK; 3 large AO; 1 medium AO;
1 small AO; 1 APC; 1 PC; 2 100'-200" boats; miscellaneous small craft.

c:) (2) Damaged: (Beached and burning; burning; beached) - 1 large AK; 2
medium AK; 9 small AK; 1 medium AO; 2 small AQ; 1 large AR,

de Ground Installations Destroyed ~ 45 large buildings, 9 hangars; 13 fuel
dumps; 33 warehouses; & barracks; 1 ammunition dump; 2 radio stations; 1
meteorological station; 2 loading piers; wharfage; numerous small buildings.

e Cur Losses,.
T, . Planes

(1) Lost in Combat - 10 VF, 1 VFN, 9 VB, 5 VT; 8 pilots, 10 air crewmen.

(2) Lost Operationally - 8 VF, 4 VB, 6 VT; 5 pilots, 3 air crewmen.

b. Ships = No loss or demages

3 Miscellaneous - PALAU is reported to be a vast supply base.

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied
atolls of the NARSHALLS. No AA fire was encountered at WOTJE; that from TAROA and
= EMIDJ was meager.
W/ On 5 April, PONAPE was again hit by 6 Mitchells; 80 500-1b, and 6 100=lb,
incendiaries were dropped on the new airfield from an altitude of 500 feet;
large fires resulted; AA fire was weak.

On the night of 5-6 April 2@ Liberators (under CTF 57) in two waves struck
e WAXE with 44 tons of bombs which were concentrated in the storage, maintenance
and repair areas; fires were started accompanied by large explosions; AA fire
was meager; we suffered no casualties.

an
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CTF 57 reports that LIKIEP ATOLL was recomnoitered without opposition.
The occupation of UTERIK was alsc announced; 14 Japs were killed and 1 Marine
wounded. This completes clean-up operations of the islands.

FLYING FISH reports sinking on 1 April 1 3500 ton AK north of BORODINO
ISEAND (26 N, 131 E).

LAPON operating in SoWesPac (8. CHINA SEA) reports sinking 1 large AQ
(10,000), 1 XAO (10,020), 1 AP-AK (8,360), 1 small AK (4,000) for a total of
32,380 tons; demaging 1 AX (7,390) and 2 Jap fishing vessels by punfire for
a total of 7,490 tons,

On 5 April 24 Liberators (from SoPac) hit DUBLON with 51 tons of quarter=-ton
incendiaries and GP's; results were reported as excellent resulting in fires and
explosions; later arrivals found observation of target area difficult owing
to the great amount of smoke from numerous fires; one of our Liberator's was be-
lieved shot down over the target.

SoPac air forces continued their strikes in support of our TOROKINA ground
forces and against the RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas. ‘E;’ftfzﬂ

GLL&W)/)

The usual air strikes continued against enemy occupied atolls of the
MARSHALLS «

7 April (Oshu date)

8 Mitchell's hit PONAPE on 6 April dropping 8 tons on the airfields and on
the Bauxite Plant; results were unobserved.

SoPac air forces continued heavy strikes against the RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas.

RASHER, operating in Southwest Pacific, reports results of third war patrol:
fired 38 torpedoes, obtained 13 hits; sank 1 AP (6,893), 1 AP-AK (6,484), 1 AP-AK
(4,797), 1 AK (5,860) and 1 AP-AK (4,468) for a total of 28,502; damaged 1 AK
(7.064) = grand total 35,566 sunk or damaged.

On 6 April a two-engine bomber arrived undetected over SAIDOR end dropped
3 bombe killing 16, wounding 34.

Admiral Nimitz, Rear Admiral Shermen, and other staff members departed

PEARL for MAJURO. %/\/—\_/

[ L [:7%?/
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Shore based eircraft (under CTF 57) continued strikes against enemy occupied
etolls of the MARSHALLS, against PONAPE, and ageinst TRUK. 4 Mitchells escorted
by 8 Marine Corseirs dropped 16 500 1b bombs on the old airfield at PONAPE and
strafed the runway; AA fire was moderate; we lost 2 corsairs. 12 Army Liberators
dropped 12 tons on DUBLON TOWN, concentrating on wharf and fuel storage areas; :
2 explosions resulted. 1 Liberator dropped 3 tons on the airstrip at MOEN.

At 1200 GCT April 6 CTF 57 formed TG 57.8 (EVANS, HALLIGAN, HARADEN, NEWCOMB,
HALL). This TG will blockade the atolls of MILLE, JALUIT, WOTJE and MALOELAP
during darkness, retiring during daylight. It will continue "Hunter-killer" op-
erations against enemy submarines, and will execute bombardment missions if direc-
ted; it will base on MAJURO.

SoPac air forces continued their strikes against hostile instellations on
BOUGAINVILLE and against the RABAUL-KAVIENG areas.

PUFFER operating in the Southwest Pacific (SINGAPORE Area) reports sinking
on 22-!§!£E£ 1 troop laden AP (15,106 tons); 4 hits were obtained with 6 torpedoes
fired.

SoWesPac sir forces struck the HOLLANDIA area with 24 Liberators dropping
152 tons on storage and fuel areas; there was no enemy interception. Lesser
strikes were directed against WEWAK and HANSA BAY areas. Single PBY searchers
covered WOLEAI.

CinCSWPA states that relief of the lst Merine Division by the 40th Infantry
Division will be underteken without delay, utilizing shipping from the South

Pacific and under the direction of Commander South Pacific.
t W

9 April (Oahu Date)

Shore based aircraft funder CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE.

TRIGGER reports obtaining 2 hits in a large loaded tanker at 071500 GCT
in 19-06N, 142-31E (Northwest MARIANAS).

SCAMP reports 2 CAs, 4 CLs, 4 DDs on course 055, speed 22 at 070000 GCT
in 05-18N, 125-50E (South of DAVAO). The force was covered by a large air
umbrella which forced the submarine down. A later report states that the SCAMP
was badly damaged by a bomb hit (dropped by a float plene) on & ballast tank.

In the BOUGAINVILLE area ComSoPac reports that during the period 6-7 April |
our ground forces encountered only scattered resistance east of the TOROKINA |
RIVER, with some Japs dug in on a hill in this area; only stragglers were re- '
ported in the hills northeast of the perimeter. ComAirSols reports that for 10
minutes on the morning of 10 April (L) Jap artillery dropped 12 shells on the |
PIVA "U" landing strip demaging 11 fighters, 4 being seriously damaged. SoPac |
air forces continued their strikes against hostile installations on BOUGAINVILLE
and against the RABAUL-KAVIENG areas.
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9 April (Oahu Date)

Com 7th Fleet reports that our troops made an unopposed landing on 8 April
on PAK ISLAND east of LOS NEGROS. SoWesPac air forces report an effective
strike in the HANSA BAY, WEWAK, and TADJI areas.

Admirel Nimitz, Rear Admiral Sherman snd other staff members returned to
PEARL. €’¢17,

(o
10 4spril (Cahu date)

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied
Atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE.

PAMPANITO reports demaging 1 AK with 2 hits at 101500 GCT in 09-40 N,
143-28 E (WOLEAI-GUAM Area). Damaged AK was part of convoy consisting of 2 large
AK's, 3 DD's, 1 small escort on course 125. The sub sustained damage by depth
cherges and was forced to pull clear to effect repairs.

On the night of 8~9 April a reconnaissance party wvisited MUSSAU ISLAND
and found no Jap activity.

An intelligence party landed on NUGARIA ISLAND (60 miles NNE GREEN IS.)
on 8 April. Priendly natives stated that no Japs have been on the Island for
several months.

ComSoPac reports total count of dead Japs in the TOROKINA Area for the
period 8 March - 8 April to be 5,370. While report does not summarize our
casualties during the same period, our records indicate that our dead mumbered
less than 300.

SoPac air forces continue their attacks against enemy installations on
BOUGAINVILLE and against the RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas. One Liberator snocper
started fires in the DUBLON warehouse area; a night fighter was evaded.

On 9 April 3 DD's bombarded the HANSA BAY Area, and upon retirement the
UDIGAN and MADANG Areas; nc shipping or enemy planes were encountered. With-
drawal was covered by 61 Liberator's which pounded the areas previocusly bom-
barded by the destrovers. Two Catalina's ettacked WOLEAI with uncbserved
results.

s

DECLASSIFIED
Authority: EQ 12958, as amended
40 USEUCOM

168

o




~~  DECLASSIFIED 5

4 ¥ Authority: EO 12958, as amended

—~—

-

HQ USEUCOM
11 April (Oahu date)

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS,

23 Army Liberator's (under CTF §7) hit TRUK on 10 April dropping 230
500~1b. GP bombs on DUBLON TOWN, MOEN airstrip, on PARAM and on several small
islands on southeast side of Atoll: 1 large explosion and fires were reported
at DUBLON TOWN, and an explosion at MOEN. 2 Liberator's were lost after leaving
the target; cause unknown. 1 Liberator hit alternate target PONAPE with 2% tons.

SEAHORSE reports sinking 2 large freighters off GUAM enroute WOLEAI on the
morning of 7 April; sinking another west of and enroute SAIPAN on afternoon of
April 8. Since the latter date, sub has been kept down by night patrols and
radar equipped destroyers.

On 10 and 11 April, Jap artillery shells fired from positions east of
TOROKINA RIVER fell in the TOROKINA Area; 1 plane was slightly damaged and 1
man was slightly wounded.

ComSoPac reports considerable enemy activity in the area north of SAUA
RIVER (3 miles east of TOROKINA RIVER); trench systems and shelters had been
established.

SoPac air forces continued operations in support of TOROKINA ground forces
and continued strikes against RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas.

ANGLER reports successful evacuation from PANAY on night of 20 March
(Bast longitude date) of 48 civilians (men, women and children) and 10 service
personnel. Condition of evacuees was reported as poor; they were debarked at
FREMANTLE.

SILVERSIDES operating from Southwest Pacific Area reports sinking 1 AX
(4500) on 16 March west of the MARIANAS; sinking 1 AO or AK (3000) off north
NEW GUINEA Coast on 28 March.

Com7th Fleet 050623 reports U.S. Naval Base, MANUS ISLAND established 4
April, SEADLER HARBOR, ADMIRALTY ISLANDS.

On 10 April Southwest Pacific air forces hit the HANBA BAY Area with
54 heavy bombers; a total of 421 1000-1b. bombs were dropped on AA artillery

positions and on storage areas. 36 attack bombers bombed and strafed AA artillery i

positions and personnel areas at WEWAK-BOLAM; this attack was followed by strike
of 46 medium bombers. Fighters making a sweep along the north NEW GUINEA Coast
sank 10 barges.

In the North Pacific 3 Liberator's from the 1lth Air Force executed an
armed reconnaissance over PARAMUSHIRO on 10 April; 13 photos were taken: bomb
loads were dropped through overcast with unobserved results.

. \/%/1;/ '
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12 April (Cahu date)

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied

atolls of the MARSHALIS and PONAPE. :
Approx. 200 H1,
: KWy w of THEOR:
FINBACK reports attack on enemy convoy north of MCLAUGHLIN BANKy hits
obtained in at least 2 ships; sub was forced to submerge and was held down

for 2.5 hours.

In the South Pacific, PT boets operating near the BOUGAINVILLE Coast
are encountering fire from enemy shore batteries.

SoPac air forces continued operations in support of our ground forces on
BOUGAINVILLE and continued to attack the RABAUL~KAVIENG Areas.

Southwest Pacific air forcee heavily attacked HOLLANDIA Area on 11 April
with 142 bombers escorted by 67 fighters. 322 tons of bombs were dropped and
89,000 rounds of caliber .50 emmunition were expended; quantities of stores
including fuel, buildings, shipping and AA positions were destroyed; 1 damaged
freighter was sunk, another burned and exploded, and two others were damaged.
Of 20 intercepting fighters, 7 were definitely destroyed with 10 probables;
we lost one heavy bomber. Diversionary attacks were made ageinst personnel
areas in the vicinity of WEWAK and HANSA BAY.

In the North Pacifiec, armed reconnaissance missions were flown over the
PARAMUSHIRO Ares on 11 April and 12 April. On 11 April 3 B=24's and 3 PV's
participated; on the 12th, 3 B-24's and 4 PV's, Several good photographs
were taken and fires resulted when bombs were dropped in the area.

O

LAY

18 April (Oshu date)

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE.

On April 13, 21 Liberator's (CenPac) and 23 Liberator's (SoPac) struck TRUK,
concentrating on the Islands of DUBLON, ETEN, MOEN, FEFAN, UMAN and PARAM; there
was no report of damage or casualties to our force.

BoPac air forcee continued operations in support of ground forces and again
concentrated on the RABAUL-KAVIENG Areas.

Southwest Pacific air forces executed a diversionary attack against the
WEWAK Area on April 12; 63 heavy bombers concentrated on the BUT and DAGUA Areas
dropping 603 1,000-1b. bombs on personnel areas and AA artillery positions.
Personnel areas were 75% destroyed; 4 AA artillery positions were destroyed or
heavily damaged, 2 ammunition dumps were blown up; -fires which were started in-
cluded a probable fuel dumpe 33 light bombers dropped 126 500-lbs bombs on
TADJI and straffed with 58,000 rounds of caliber .50 ammunition. On the night
of 12-13 April, 6 heavy bombers attacked WAKDE obtaining hits in the personnel
area and on the runway; 1 large explosion resulted,
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14 April (0ahu date)

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS; PONAPE and KUSAIE were also hit. At PONAPE 10 Mitchells
escorted by 8 Marine Corsairs dropped 9 tons on workers camp near the old air-
field, starting fires in the area; 1 fighter pilot was rescued after being forced
down. Piers, gun positions and warehouses were attacked at KUSAIE; at JALUIT
12 Mitchells with 12 tons caused a large explosion in the megazine area.

From 141210 GCT to 141500 GCT 8 to 10 Jap bombers flying at 20,000 feet
attacked ENIWETOK. Four night fighters intercepted and claimed 2 enemy bombers
destroyed, with one probably destroyed; we lost 2 fighters. The hostile group
came from and retired to the southwest. All bombs missed the island.

On 14 April 18 SoPac Liberators each armed with 6 quarter ton bombs hit
TRUK. 42 bombs were dropped on ETEN and 18 on PARAM and 2 smaller islands; the
remainder were dropped through clouds on dead reckoning; results were unobserved.

In the BOUGAINVILLE area reports continue to indicate Jap activity in the
areas to the east and to the northeast of our TOROKINA perimeter, with the enemy
still managing to employ his artillery against our airfields. At about midnight
on 12 April (L), 25 Jap artillery shells fired a fuel dump north of the TOROKINA
strip; other shells badly damaged 4 VLBs and lightly demaged 5 other planes; one
man wag injured.

SoPac air forces continued operations in support of our ground forces on
BOUGAINVILLE, and also continued with their bombing of the RABAUL area.

In the North Pacific 3 PVs and 3 B-24s made an armed reconnaissance of
PARAMUSHIRU on 13 April; results of bombing were unobserved; photos were partially
obscured by clouds. Again on 14 April an armed reconnaissance of the same area
was carried out by the same forces; results were unobserved. HNo planes were lost
on either day.

In the Southwest Pacific area air strikes against HOLLANDIA were cancel-
led because of adverse weather., A Navy Liberator attacked shipping 250 miles
northwest of HOLLANDIA and reported sinking a 350 ton fuel ship and a 150 ton
freighter; another 150 ton freighter was left beached and burning.

Advance Echelon GHQ SWPA opens at PORT MORESBY at 1800K(-10) on 21 April;
Rear Echelon opens at BRISBANE same hour, same date.

BLUEFISH, operating in SOUTH CHINA SEA reports sinking one medium A0 on
4 March, AO was sunk with 3 hits from 3 torpedoes in the area northwest of

BORNEO. /‘_‘_..1-v"""‘/ / /
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15 April (Oshu date)

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued to strike enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS and PONAPE. At the latter place, 6 Mitchell's dropped
6 tons on the old and new airfields. Mitchell's attacked and sank a small AO
near FONAPE; 2 escorts which accompenied the A0 were beached om ANT ISLAND.

Single search planes hit NAURU, PAKIN, OROLUK end ULUL.

In the North Pacific, one llth Air Force Liberator on 15 April dropped 6
100-1b. bombs and 10 photo flash bombs on MATSUWA. Two other planes dropped
bombs by rader through solid overcast with unreported results.

SoPac air forces continued operations in support of our ground forces in
the TOROKINA Area and continued to strike the RABAUL-KAVIENG Aress. On 15 April,
a Liberator snooper hit DUBLON with 6 500-1b. magnesium incendisries; a terrifiec
explosion and numercus fires were reported.

In the Southwest Pacific, 121 bombers executed a very successful and de-
structive attack against TADJI and against the offshore islands in that area.
284 tons of assorted bombs including 332 one-thousand pounders were dropped on
stores and personnel areas; the areas were also strafed. ks

16 April (0Oshu date)

Neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by shore based
airereft (under CTF 57) continued with strikes against WOTJE, MILLE, MALOELAP and
JALUIT.

16 Army Liberators (under CTF 57) hit TRUK on 16 April with 32 tons GP
bambs and 6 tons incendiaries concentrated on MOEN, DUBLON and FEFAN; explosions
and fires resulted. 2 Liberators dropped 5% tons of bombs and incendiaries on
PONAPE, concentreting on PONAFE TOWN and the old airfield; explosions were ob-
served; one Liberator was reported missing. 15 heavy bombers from South Pacific
hit SATAWAN with 136 5001b bombs. Cloud conditions hampered the bombing; however,
30 hits were reported across the center of the dispersal area and in the personnel
area and several on the runway, which was rendered unserviceable; there was neither
interception nor AA fire.

SoPac air forces continued to support our ground forces in the TOROKINA
area. Heavy bombing of the RABAUL area continued with 193 sorties. Bombing of
less intensity was directed at KAVIENG, BUKA and North CHOISEUL.

On 15 April 28 squadrons of bombers (SoWesPac) hit the HOLLANDIA area;
although complete reports are lacking, there is evidence to indicate that the
result of the bombing by approximately 300 planes was most effective; buildings,
jetties, and 9 store dumps were hit and one amall AK was left burning in the
harbore. On the night of 14-15 April WAKDE was hit by 5 heavy bombers which
dropped 40 instantaneous demolition 500 1b bombs in personnel and storage areas
and on the runway; fires and one heavy explosion reported. In the two abgve op=-
erations there was no interception and AA fire wes slight. WAKDE was again
bombed on 15 April by 6 Liberators which dropped their bombs on the airdrome; one
large explosion resulted. ;1899
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16 April (Oahu date) - continued

At dawn 15 April 12 medium bombers escorted by 11 fighters struck the
KOEPANG area; large fires resulted,

Naval Liaison Officer at BOMBAY, INDIA 150645 reports damage resulting
from explosions on ammunition shipe in the BMBAY ares.
A

(M

e

17 April (Oahu date)

Neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS (under CTF 57)
continued on 16 April with strikes against WOTJE, MILLE, JALUIT and TAROA. A
single searcher strafed radio tower on PINGELAP. Single searchers bombed PAKIN
and ANT Islands, and bombed and strafed the radio tower on ULUL Island.

SEARAVEN reports sinking one medium AK on 16 April in area Just south of
the BONINS.

THRESHER bombarded OROLUK on 16 April with 30 rounds; also obtained good
photo coverage of the area at ranges of less than 1000 yards; she struck a reef
of SATAWAN with no apparent damage.

BARB and STEELHEAD report that they coordinated to bombard RASA Island
(midway between FORMOSA and the BONINS) on 16 April.

On 16 April 20 B-24s (SoPac) bombed SATAWAN Island dropping 109 500 1b
bombs; 20-25 hits were observed on the runway and in the personnel areas. Other
SoPac air forces continued operations in support of the TOROKINA ground forces and
continued to strike the RABAUL-BUKA areas; single snooper hit KAVIENG. M NEW
IRELAND airfields are reported umserviceable.

Of 50 Japanese troops reported intrenched in the area to the east of the
TOROKINA Perimeter, 43 were eliminated on 16 April; our casualties were 6 killed,
8 wounded.

Air strikes scheduled by SoWesPac air forces on 17 April were cancelled
owing to adverse weather conditions; a single search plane hit WOLEAI dropping
bombs on runway and supply area causing explosions and fires; one Tony was sighted
on the runway; 20 Zeros were airborne. On 16 April 24 Liberators attacked stores
and personnel areas on KAI Islend; fires resulted.

Australian and American land forces have joined at BOGADJIM. Patrols have

operated to a point midway between BOGADJIM and MADANG without making enemy contact;

natives report that since 10 April the Japs have been withdrewing to the westward.
@ m._i’
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18 April (Oshu date)

Neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by shore based
aireraft (under CTF 57) continued on 17 April with strikes against WOTJE, MILLE,
and TAROA., Six Mitchell's struck PONAPE with 6 tons concentrated on the old
airfield area, Two Ventura's made a close photo reconnasissance of TAONGI ATOLL
(300 miles southeast of WAKE); two tons were dropped in the radio station area
of the most southerly island., Single searchers bombed PAKIN and ULUL.

On 17 April STURGEON reports capture of 2 Japanese prisoners hiding in
a motorboat 1 mile from a small Japanese craft which had been thoroughly shot
up, was awash and had been abandoned.(160 Wi N of WAKE)

At 1246 on 18 April 14 B-24's (SoPac) hit SATAWAN ISLAND; 135 500-1b.
bombs were drepped on the runwey and reveiment area; a large oil fire was started
west of the runway. Partial photo coverage was obtained. Air strikes by
SoPac forces ageinst RABAUL were cancelled owing to adverse weather; instead, 37
dive bombers escorted by 24 fighters hit personnel and supply areas along the
NEW BRITAIN Coast to the east of RABAUL. Other SoPac air forces continued sup-
port of ground forces in the TOROKINA Area.,

In the Southwest Pacific, scheduled air strikes by 6th Air Force were
cancelled owing to adverse weather. Heavy bombers from the 13th Air Force
(operating from the ADMIRALTIES) hit WOLEAI on 17 April; explosions and fires
were observed on the runway and in the supply areas. ( \///

g 074

19 April (Oahu date)

Land based air strikes (under CTF 57) continued with strikes on 18 April
against MILLE, JALUIT, WOTJE and TAROA. PONAPE was also hit by 6 Mitchell's
which dropped 6 tons on the new and old airfields, and sank 1 75-foot boat; by
3 Liberator's which dropped 3 tons of GP bombs and 6 tons of incendiaries; and
by 1 search plane which dropped 3 500-1b. bombs on buildings, and strafed gun
positions. One Liberator hit the runway area of WAKE with 3 tonse '

Early on the morning of 19 April, 17 Liberator's dropped 19 tons of GP
bombs eand 27 tons of incendieries on MOEN barracke and airstrip, and on DUBLON
TOWN and OANEKO Areas; large fires were observed on DUBLON, as well as numerous
emall fires and explosions; heavy AA fire was meager and inaccurate,

HARDER, opereting WOLEAI-SATAWAN Area, reports sinking 1 FUBUKI Class de=
stroyer on 13 April. Om 17 April, she reporte one hit on another FUBUKI destroyer
and sinking one AKe.

On 19 April 21 SoPac Liberator's struck SATAWAN ISLAND with 198 500-=1b.
bambs; bombing was described as excellent with an estimated 20 to 30 hits on the
runwey which was already well oratered; 2 fires were started.

Other SoPac air forces continued EE support our TORCKINA ground forces, and
to bomb the RABAUL-NEW IRELAND areas; the larges® concentrated bombing against
RABAUL was carried out by 56 TBF's and SBD's operating from GREEN ISLAND.
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& 19 April (Continued)

Adverse weather on 19 April again prevented scheduled strikes by bth Air
' Force against WAKDE-HOLLANDIA Areas. An unspecified number of B=24's hit MANOK-
Y WARI and UTERM airdrome with unobserved results. An unspecified mumber of B-25's
hit SOR VILLAGE (TIMOR) causing large fires. '

Heavy bombers from 13th Air Force (from MANUS) hit WOLFAI on 19 April for
the second successive day; large fires resulted; neither AA fire nor fighter inter- |
ception was encountered.

In the North Pacific, 3 11th Air Force Liberator's made an armed reconnais-
sance flight over PARAMUSHIRU-SHIMUSHU Area; only 1 plane was sble to drop its

bombs, and results were unobserved; no photos were taken.
% ll.'lih'w“'
S 20 April (Oahu date)
L—

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued on 19 April to neutralize
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by striking WOTJE, MILLE, JALUIT and
TAROA. PONAPE wes also hit by 6 Mitchell's which dropped 5 tons on the new air-
field and revetments., Twelve B-24's dropped 12 tons on WAKE; reporting 60% of
bombs in target area; also a special search B-24 dropped 12 500~1b, incendiary
clusters in the fuel area on PEALE ISLAND starting fires. A single searcher
dropped two 500-1b. incendiary clusters each on UJELANG ATOLL and ANT and PAKIN

Q ISLANDS »

—r

TAMBOR reports small Jap oraft, encountered northwest of WAKE, was shelled,
boarded and searched. The craft was left afire and with pilothouse awash. The
second officer was taken prisoner; all other personnel found were killed, A pack=
age of mail and a green covered book were recoverede This craft is the same one
referred to in the STURGEON's report contained in summary 18 April.

FINBACK reports shelling OROLUK on 16 April.

I s On 19 April, SoPac air forces concentrated 52 SBD's and TBF's against
RABAUL, dropping 35 tons on supply areas and gun positions; photos showed the
entire supply arsas covered with smoke from many fires. 22 B-25's also hit the
RABAUL area with 132 500-1b. bombs, claiming destruotion of 25 buildings in burne
ing out 4 areas, 17 dive bombers supported by 4 fighters patrolled the TOROKINA
Perimeter,

ComSoPac reports indicate that some Japs still remain in the areas to the
north and east of our TOROKINA Perimeter, with patrols clashing in those areas
on 18 April. We landed tanks at MAVAVIA (East sector) to support action against
an unestimated number of Japs in that area. :

<O Scheduled strikes by Southwest Pacific air forces on April 20 were again
prevented by poor weather; only diversionary strafing attacks were made along
the north NEW GUINEA Coast. The 13th Air Force (from MANUS) sent 3 squadrons
of heavy bombers against WOLEAI, reporting destruction of parked planes, damage
to runway and starting several fires.
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21 April (Oahu date) L

Landings by 24th and 4lst Infantry Divisions at TANAHMERAH BAY, HUMBOLDT
BAY eand AITAPE were completely successful and on schedule on 22 April (K)e« No
opposition was encountered at TANAHMERAH and HUMBOLDT BAY; only slight opposition
wag encountered at AITAPE. All LST's were on the beach by 0806 (K)e Our casuale
ties to 0900 (K) were 1 killed, 4 wounded; 15 Japs were killed and 100 NEI natives
were captured. By 1000 (K) both sides of the entrance to JOTEFA BAY had been
captured. The air cover and naval bombardment of all beaches was reported as
excellent; convoys arrived off-shore without incident. No enemy air reaction
had been noted up to noon 22 April (K).

Neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS continued on 20
April with strikes (under CTF 57) against WOTJE, TAROA and JALUIT. WOTJE was
severely pounded by 1l B-24's and 20 Dauntlesses, escorted by 25 fighters, with
39% tons causing large explosions and several fires in the magazine areas; one
fighter was lost. PONAPE was also hit by 6 Mitchell's which dropped 6 tons on the
0ld and new eirfields; large fires resulted.

The atolls of ERIKUB and AUR have been reconnoitered without Jap opposition.
Reconnaissance of UJELANG is now in progress.

At 180045 GCT, 5 Army Liberator's and 5 Navy PB4Y's, under CTF 57, executed
an armed reconnaissance over the MARIANAS; pictures were taken and 21 100-1b.
bombs were dropped on TINIAN and SAIPAN. Numerous planes were seen on the air-
field; a new field was under construction on SAIPAN. 8 to 10 ships (2 possible
warships) were in TANAPAG HARBOR at SAIPAN. Of 26 intercepting fighters, 1 was
shot down with 1 other probable. Enemy radar picked up the group 65 miles out
and tracked during the lest 25 miles. One Liberator was missing, 1 PB4Y was '
damaged. ‘

From 181600 GCT to 181830 GCT, 9 Liberator's (under CTF 57) bombed TRUK, [
dropping 9 tons on MOEN, ETEN and DUBLON; 76% of the bombs were reported in the
target area. ‘

In the South Pacific, 24 B=-25's struck MATUPI ISLAND on 20 April, dropping
144 500-1b. bombs; large fires and heavy smoke resulted. 41 SBD's and TBF's
(from GREEN IS.) hit supply and personnel areas in KABANGA BAY; good coverage
was reported. Poor weather frustrated other strikes,

The Air Force successfully hit abjectives in NEW GUINEA on 20 April
dropping tons., All four WEWAK airstrips were rendered unserviceable by
54 heavy bombers. The TADJI-AITAPE areas were thoroughly bombed and strafed by
31 heavy, 47 medium and 71 attack bombers,

The 13th Air Force (from MANUS ISLAND) successfully hit WOLEAI on 20 April;
details are not available.

An unspecified number of heavy bombers operating from DARWIN attacked the
airstrip on NOEMFOOR ISLAND; 4 fighters unsuccessfully interoepted,,
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22 April (Oahu date)

The RECKLESS Operation progresses satisfactorily. By 1242 on 22 April
(K), the TANAHMERAH Forces had reached a point 3 miles south of DERAPRE; our
casualties were 2 wounded. By 1500, same date, the HUMBOLDT BAY Force had
occupied the east, west and north sides of JAUTEFA BAY; our losses were 5 killed;
the Japs lost 25 killed. The AITAPE Force had captured half of the TADJI air-
drome by early afternoon of 22 April (K); our losses were 3 killed, 14 wounded;
the Japs lost 25 killed and 15 captured. On 22 April (K) support of the TADJI
landing was furnished by attack bombers; diversionary attacks were made by heavy,
medium and attack bombers in the WEWAK-HANSA BAY areas. On 23 April (K) heavy
bombers hit the WEWAK airdromes; 3 squadrons of B-24s, 4 squadrons of B-25s, and
4 squadrons of A-20s hit the HANSA BAY area; 3 squadrons of fighters provided
air cover.

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 67) continued on 21 April to strike
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; those hit were MILLE, MALOELAP, JALUIT
and WOTJE. PONAPE was also hit by 5 Mitchells which dropped 4 tons of bombs on
the runways of both airfields, eand damaging installations at the old airfield.

TRUK was hit on 21 April by 6 B-24's (under CTF 57) and by 21 B-24's
from GREEN ISLAND (SoPac)e Bombs were dropped on the Islands of DUBLON, ETEN
and MOEN. Hits were obtained on runway and dispersal areas of MOEN causing
large fires and several explosions. Results of damage to DUBLON and ETEN
had not been determined at time of report.

A search plane (under CTF 57) destroyed 3 small AKs and damaged 2
at RUO ISLAND (HALL TSLAND Group); enother search plane destroyed a small
AK and damaged a small AK and a 175 ton patrol vessel at MURILU ISLAND (HALL
ISLAND Group).

SoPac air forces continued to strike RABAUL-East NEW IRELAND Areas; and
to operate in support of our TOROKINA ground forces; 48 TBFs and SBDs concentra-
ted against KAVIENG.

Other action of SoWesPac air forces included a strike on 21 April by
7 PBYs against BALIKPAPAN, and a strike, same date, by 15 B-24s against NOEMFOOR.

The MOKERANG airstrip on LOS NEGROS Island will be complete to 8,000 ft.
by 21 April, and will be ready to receive the 307th Bombardment Group on 25 April.

At 191242 GCT the liberty ship JOHN STRAUB (operated by Alaska Steamship
Company for the account of WSA and allocated to the Army), after a violent |
explosion, sank in 54-15 N, 163-30 W (100 miles east of DUTCH HARBOR). Cargo
included 9.000 drums of 80 octane gasoline stowed below decks, plus 25,000 drums
of diesel fuel. The disaster was believed not due to enemy action. 15 survivors
were picked up by the USS ALBUQUERQUE, which arrived on the scene approximately

10 hours after the ship sank. {Ddfb' {{
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23 April (Oahu date)

Reports indicate that the RECKLESS Operation continues to progress most
favorably and entirely according to schedule with only minor opposition being
encountered and with only few casualties being suffered by our forces. The
TANAHMERAH BAY force has advanced past PAIPAU Village (about 3 miles inland)
on the road toward the airfield areas; this force is being supported by artil-
lery. In the HUMBOLDT and AITAPE areas the land force commanders have assumed
command. The HUMBOLDT BAY force had no difficulty in reaching its first objec-
tive phaseline which extended approximately 2§-m1193 inland. The AITAPE force
has completed the seizure of the landing strips, one of which has been reported
ready for operation. To support the attack in the AITAPE Area, the outlying
islands of TUMLEO and SELEO were occupied without opposition. TF 58 continued
to support the operation; however, owing to negligible enemy resistance and to
the absence of suitable targets, planes were on a standby status on Dog plus one
day. The force executed intermittant strikes against WAKDE and SAWAR. A olose
reconnaissance indicates that the HOLLANDIA airfields have been abandoned; many
wrecked planes were on the 3 fields. Coordinating its efforts with those of
TF 58, the Fifth Air Force continued heavy diversionary attacks against the
WEWAK and HANSA BAY Areas; a total of 193 bombers dropped 348 tons of bombs and
expended 150,000 rounds of 50 caliber smmunition and 135 76mm shells; all four
WEWAK airstrips were kept unserviceable; all escape routes from the two areas
were heavily bombed,.

Shore based aireraft (under CTF 57) continued neutralization of enemy oce-
cupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by striking WOTJE, MILLE and TAROA. PONAPE was
hit by 6 Mitchell's which dropped 4% tons on the LANGAR ISLAND barracks area
and on the old airfield; fires and explosions resulted. Two B-24's hdving been
diverted from the TRUK strike hit PONAPE.

From 231319 GCT to 231619 GCT 19 B-24's (under CTF 57) were over TRUK bomb-
ing the airfields on ETEN, MOEN and PARAM ISLANDS; explosions and fires were
observed in all areas. From 221607 to 221741 GCT 17 B-24's (from SoPac) were
over TRUK concentrating on the seaplane base, tank farm area and the west and
central part of the town on ETEN3 damage was elso inflicted on DUBLON and PARAM,

A Central Pacific search plane bombed the radio station on ULUL ISLAND.
Another sighted 10 men in 4 rafts about 300 miles NNE of TRUK; these are thought
to be the crew members of a missing B-24; rescue operations are underway.

In the South Pacific adverse weather again restricted air operations; major
activity was restricted to the bombing of TALILI by 21 dive bombers (operating
from GREEN ISLAND) escorted by 9 fighters and to a strike by 24 B-25's against
the island of MATUPI. A minor strike was made against the TOBERA airfield.

Ground activity in the TORUKINA area was restricted to patrol contacts in
the sector NE of the perimeter where Jap mortar and rifle fire was encountered.

Other activity of Southwest Pacific air forces included a strike against
the 2 airstrips on NOEMFOOR on 22 April by 22 B-24's; and to a strike same date
against WOLEAI by an unspecified number of B-24's.
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The RECKLESS Operation continues to progress favorably snd according to
schedule. The TANAHMERAH BAY Force continuing its advance, reached & point 5 '
miles from the airdrome area; artillery which supports this force is shelling
CYCLOPS airdrome, easternmost of the 3 fields., The HUMBOLDT BAY Force has ad-
vanced to within 2 miles of the east end of SENTANI LAKE. The AITAPE Force having
seized the landing strips, proceeds towards the wvillage of AITAPE. The island of |
ALI which lies off AITAPE has been occupied. b6th Air Force continued their diver-|
sionary attacks in support of RECKLESS by heavy strikes against WEWAK airdromes, \

and against personnel and storage areas in the HANSA BAY region. A PB4Y attacked
3 small AKs and small craft on 23 April killing many Japs and leaving 2 freighters
badly damaged. j

At 1940(K) 23 April a single Jap plane bombed the landing beach in the
HUMBOLDT BAY area; serious fires which resulted were not under control until 24
hours after the bombing.

Owing to adverse beaching conditions at TANAHMERAH BAY, 3 supply echelons
for that area have been diverted to HUMBOLDT BAY.

P-38s and P-478 commenced operating from TADJI airdrome on 23 April.

Delayed report of operations of TF 58 on D-1 states that scheduled
strikes against HOLLANDIA, WAKDE and SAWAR neutralized all airfields in those
areas. 101 enemy planes were destroyed and 17 demaged. Fuel, ammunition, and
supplies were destroyed; 2 AKs, several barges, and small craft were sunk.

WHALE, operating in the EAST CHINA SEA reports sinking 1 medium AK.

Reconnaissance of UJELANG was carried out on 22-23 April; during the
operation 18 Japs were killed.

The destroyers BENHAM and UHLMANN, while operating with the ESSEX 80
miles southwest of PEARL, collided at 2150 24 April; the UHLMANN had both fire-
rooms and #1 engine room flooded; casualties were 2 dead, 3 slightly injured.

Night of 23-24 April, 17 B-24s (SoPac) hit TRUK; results unreported. |
Weather continued to hemper operations of SoPac air forces; all scheduled
strikes were cancelled except for 2 fighter-bomber strikes against RABAUL. ‘

At noon 23 April, 23 Liberators (SWPac) attacked WOLEAI. Of 25 to 30
intercepting planes 17 were destroyed; one B-24 was lost. A pre-dawn strike on
23 April by 17 B-24s against TRUK caused many fires and explosions on the islands
of ETEN and PARAM.
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RECKLESS Operation continues to progress most favorably. The AITAPE
Force having seized the airstripes continued their advance and occupied TADJI
VILLAGE on 24 April; up to that time the Japs had lost 102 killed and 17 cap=
tured; 1 squadron of P-40's is now based at the TADJI Airdrome and is furnish-
ing eir cover for the HOLLANDIA Operations. The HUMBOLDT BAY Force has con-
tinued its advance against medium opposition centered at the northeast tip of
SENTANI ELAKE; utilizing emphibious craft a force crossed the lake and seized
CYCLOPS Airdrome at 1430 (K) 25 April; during this advance 100 Japs were killed.
The TANAHMERAH BAY Force continues its advance to the southeast and expects to
occupy the HOLLANDIA Airdrome by April 26 (K). Scheduled air strikes in support
of RECKLESS were weathered out on 24 April except for a strike by 12 Mitchells
against the suspected escape route leading westward from the southwest edge of
SENTANI LAKE. The only enemy air action reported was an attack by 12 torpedo
bombers at 2045 (K) 25 April against a DD in position 20 miles north of HIMBOLDT
BAY; the ship sustained no damage.

Australian forces occupied MADANG on the afternoon of 24 April (K) after
defeating small rear guard forces south of the town,.

A delayed report from CTF 57 announces continuation of strikes on 23
April against MILLE, JALUIT, TAROA, WOTJE and PONAPE; in addition TAONGI Atoll
wes bombed and strafed by 3 Venturas. On the following day strikes of greater
intensity continued against the same objectives; the heaviest strike was directed
at WOTJE by 23 B-24's, 11 B-26's and 23 Marine Corsairs which dropped a total
of 99 tons end strafed with 23,000 rounds of ammunition.

ComPhotRon 3 reports to CTF 67 at 252235 (K) that photo coverage of GUAM
was accomplished. Airfields were observed on OROTE PENINSULA and east of AGANA
(a2 field not previously reported). Plenes were observed on both fields; fighters
took off from OROTE, but did not intercept.

DRUM, operating in the Southwest Pacific Area (SOUTH CHINA SEA), during
March and April reports obtaining 3 hits from 24 torpedoes fired, and demaging
one large AK and 2 smell AK's for a total of 11,000 tons.

On 24 April, 15 B-24's (SoPac) hit TRUK with 90 500-1b. GP and incendiary
bombs, concentrating against the Islands of DUBLON, MOEN, FEFAN, UMAN and FALO;
results were unobserved owing to undercast. Other SoPac air forces continued
strikes against the RABAUL Area and against the BORPOP Airdrome, NEW IRELAND.

TOROKINA ground forces clashed with an enemy force in the sector 3 miles
east of our Perimeter; 46 Jape were killed; our losses were 3 killed, 3 wounded,

In the North Pacific an armed reconnaissance by 4 FV's and 1 B-24 was
made over PARAMUSHIRU on 24 April; bombs were dropped and photographing was
accomplished; results were unobserveds.
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From 250941 to 251712 GCT 16 B-24's (under CTF 57) were over TRUK, concentra-
ting 37 tons of fragmentation clusters against the islands of PARAM, ETEN, MOEN,
and DUBLON; explosions occurred on PARAM and DUBLON, During the same period 3
B-24's dropped 6% tons of fragmentation clusters on the old air strip and the town
at PONAPE. A single searcher bombed the new airfield on ALET ISLAND, PULUWAT ATOLL,
starting fires.

TRIGGER reports attacking a northbound 5-ship, 5-escort convoy east of PALAU
on night 25-26 April; sark 4 Marus and 1 DD; remnants of convoy headed back toward
MALAKAL PASS.

SEAHORSE reports attacking a 4-ship, 4-sscort convoy at 161515 GCT SW of
TINIAN; sank 1 large AK. Also reports sinking 1 RO Clas submarine on 20 April,.

BLUEGILL, operating in Southwest Pacific Area, reports 1 positive hit and 1
probable hit in a MOGAMI Class cruiser at SONSOROL ISLANDS (190 miles SW of ALAU)

at 270100 GCT. MJWMA—X.E‘IG Hranade| 1y, Y

On the night of 25-26 April, 19 B-24's (SoPac), staged from G ISLAND,
bombed TRUK ATOLL; details are unreported. Other SoPac air sctivities included
176 sorties against landing fields in the RABAUL Area, 10 sorties against the
KAVIENG Area, and 28 sorties against the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA Area.

On 25 April, in the North Pacific Area, 4 PV's and 3 B-24's made an armed
reconnaissance over the KURILES; results were unobserved.

No late reports on progress of RECKLESS have been received; AITAPE force
reports capturing (on D-day) a radio station, 13 trucks, and many stores at TADJI.
While TIMLEO ISLAND was occupied without opposition, @om7thFleet reports that a |
patrol met some opposition. A report states that 25 destroyed planes were found
on the TADJI air strips. The main air strikes scheduled for support of RECKLESS
were oancelled owing to poor weather; however, 8 squadrons of A=20's bombed and
strafed the 4 WEWAK airdromes, spreading destruction and causing fires among ap=-
parently repairable planes on the rumways; 60 tons of 500-1b, bombs and 100,000
rounds of .50 caliber emmunition were expended. The 13th Air Force attacked
WOLEAI, but results were unreported.

Australien land patrols found the MADANG air strip badly cratered and free of
Japs on 23 April. Investigation indicates that the enemy evacuated the MADANG Area
over a month ago.

A search plane, operating on 24 April 10 miles east of SORONG, sank 1 SC,
beached another and destroyed 10 troop-laden barges.

TF 58 completed direct support missions on D plus 2 Day. WAKDE was neutralized
each day by daily bombing and by maintenance of fighter patrol over the area, All
bombings by plenes of TF 68 were directed by control parties ashore. The Task
Force has refueled, and stands by in the general vieinity of Equator-=150 E. Until
further directed, the force will attempt interception of enemy flights toward our
forces, and will provide cover against enemy surface forces. Thus far, our ships
have suffered no damege. k/ -
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Task Force 58 announces plans for strikes against TRUK, PONAPE, and
SATAWAN during its return trip to the MARSHALLS (West longitude dates). The
force will strike TRUK from the southwest for 2 days starting at dawn 29 April. ,
It will bombard with cruisers and strike SATAWAN on 30 April. Tt will bombard '
with battleships and strike PONAPE on 1 May. |

No activity by CenPac air forces was reported.

On 27 April 16 B-24s (SoPac) hit TRUK concentrating on the islands of
DUBLON and ETEN. The DUBLON seaplane base and the central part of the town were
bombed effectively, with fires and explosions being observed. A large fuel fire
was started near the ETEN air strip. Other SoPac air force operations included
strikes against the RABAUL-KAVIENG areas and a fighter sweep in the BOUGAINVILLE~
BUKA aree.

A SoPac searcher bombed SATAWAN runway; the runway was observed to be
unserviceable with over 30 unrepaired craters.

CinCSWPac considers RECKLESS Operation to have been virtually completed.
The HOLLANDIA and TADJI airfields are now in our hands. An estimated 1800 Japs
remain scattered throughout the area with an effort being made to escepe to the
southwest, Enemy air action continues to remain negligible.

Australian troops announced occupation of ALEXISHAFEN.

A7 ’“:ﬂ*‘/

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued on 26 April and on 27 April
the neutralizing air strikes against ensmy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS and
against PONAPE.

On the night of 26-27 April 20 B-24's (under CTF 57) bombed the important
islends of TRUK Atoll, dropping 30 tons of GP bombs and 24 tons of incendiaries.
Two B=24's which did not reach TRUK bombed PONAPE.

In the South Pacific unfavorable weather again curtailed air operations
on 28 April. The only activities reported were strikes by 2 squadrons of B-25's
against RAPOPO and VUNAPOPE airfields in the RABAUL Area.

On the night of 27 April the ETAMIN (AK 93) was seriously damaged at
AITAPE when 1 of 3 attacking enemy planes dropped 1 medium bomb on the number 5 |
hatch; 1 of the attacking planes was shot down; we suffered 8 known personnel |
casualties, Com7thFleet reports that on May 3rd the HOLLANDIA airstrip (4500 '
feet long) will be ready for fighters.

On the night of 27-28 April and during the day of 28 April, 5th Air Force
bombers conducted estensive and effective air strikes against WAKDE, SAWAR, BIAK,
and WOLEAI. 11 B-24's and 21 B=25's caused large explosions and started fires on
WAKDE; many planes were destroyed on the ground., 35 B-25's and 36 B-24's heavily
hit AA positions and personnel and storage areas on SAWAR. 47 B-24's started many
fires and explosions on BIAK where many grounded planes were reported destroyed;
of 8-10 fighters, 3 were shot down with 2 other probables. 23 B-24's bom}:q?p__q
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the runway and dispersal areas on WOLEAI. Other air activity included fighter
sweeps along the NEW GUINEA Coast from CAPE CROISILLES to WEWAK; P-38's and
P-}7's participated.

Thus far, effective bombing of the WEWAK Area has forestalled any enemy
attempt to land planes in that area; all four airfields remain unserviceable,

The only ground activity reported in the HOLLANDIA Area consisted of
sniper fire which our patrols encountered from scattered ememy groups.
Missionaries report that on 22 March 2800 Japs passed AITAPE headed toward

WEWAK .+ %/ f'l AN e

Shore based aircraft (under CTF 57) continued neutralization of enemy
occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS by strikes against JALUIT and TAROA. Strikes
were also made against PONAPE and against TAONGI.

29 April (Oahu date)

18 B-24's (under CTF 57) bombed the important islands of TRUK ATOLL
on the night of 28-29 April,

In the South Pacific all air strikes against the %aru were can=
celled because of adverse weather on 28 April. The only air activity reported
consisted of strikes in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Area and the usual fighter sweeps
along the coast of BOUGAINVILLE. A single searcher hit KAVIENG.

On 29 April, 6 B=24's and 13 B-25's bombed the WAKDE Ares and 16 B-25's
hit SARAMI just to the westward of WAKDE. A-20's struck the WEWAK Area and re-
ported the 4 airfields in that area as still unserviceable. A-20's also attacked
the SEPIK RIVER Area (60 miles east of WEWAK). B-25's bombed TIMOR. On 28 April
7 B-25's bombed JAPAN ISLAND (northwest NEW GUINEA) where 16 enemy planes were
destroyed on the ground; 10 Jap planes attempted interception but were unsuccess-
ful. -

Com7thFleet reports that early on the morning of 26 April a blue sub
attacked a southbound convoy of 7 AK's and 8 escorts off northwest tip of LUZON
and sank 4 AK's and damaged l1; on the following 2 days the sub sank 2 trawlers.
CTG 17.15 (Wolfpack) reports an attack at 300000 GCT against a ten-ship convoy
in position 18-30 N, 119-20 E (SOUTH CHINA SEA) and sinking 2 ships and damaging
3; the remainder of the convoy was believed enroute MANILA.

On 28 April planes from the South Pacific attacked 2 friendly PT boats
off the northeast coast of NEW BRITAIN; the boats were sunk and 2 of the attack-
ing planes were shot down; several boat personnel were reported as killed or
missing; a Dumbo plane rescued 13 survivors of the 2 PT boats,.

In the HOLLANDIA Area our ground forces are encountering no opposition
except from scattered remnante of Japanese forces which have taken to the nearby
mountains., Much war material has been captured; this includes aircraft engines,
and gasoline. A blue force landed at DAMTA (10-15 miles west of TANEHMERAH BAY).
The purpose of this landing was to intercept Japanese forces which are believed
to be retreating from the HOLLANDIA Area vie the trail which leads from the

southwest tip of SENTANI LAKE to the westward, thence northward to DAMTA.
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Intelligence estimates indicate that the enemy force intends to withdraw Eggn
SARMI.

Reports state that the Jap forces have evacuated the 60-mile coastal
region which borders on JACQUINOT BAY. The total enemy casualties in the
AIMIRALTIES is reported as 3,088 killed. Our patrols are operating to the north
of ALEXISHAFEN and have made no enemy contacts. :

y O
30 April (Oahu date) = \_.

Central Pacific shore-based aircraft continued on 29 April the neutraliza-
tion of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS,and PONAPE. A search plane re-

ported damaging a probable CL anchored NE of ETEN ISLAND (TRUK); 3 1000-1b GP
bombs were dropped.

On 29 April SoPac air forces concentrated with 151 sorties against air
fields and supply areas in the RABAUL sector; SBD's, TBF's and B-25's partici-
pated. Fighter sweeps were conducted along the coasts of BOUGAINVILLE, BUKA
and NEN IRELAND. 12 SBD's patrolled the TOROKINA perimeter.

BLUEGILL reports attacking 3 ship, 2 escort convoy in area about 250
miles W of PALAU on 30 April; 2 or 3 hits were obtained; one ahip was left

sinking and blagzing furiously. haJir. M’“‘A QLiata L&b\%%

Being again hampered by poor weather, the only major air strike in the
SWPac area on 30 April (K) was executed by 23 B-24's of the 13th Air Force
against WOLEAI. Other air activity included strikes by B-25's and A-20's against |
the WEWAK area, by P-47's and P-38's against the HANSA BAY area, and by 7 B-24's |
against NOEMFOOR. 3 PB4Y's, reconnoitering GEELVINK BAY area, were intercepted :
by 15-18 enemy fighters who attacked with amerial bombs; 6 attacking planes were
shot down; 2 of our bombers were damaged.

Ground action in the HOLLANDIA-AITAFE area continues on & small scale.
Of 200 Japs encountered, 7 miles SW of TADJI, 59 were killed, and the remainder
retreateds An enemy strong point NE of HOLLANDIA Airdrome has been reduced; 79
of 150 Japs were killed. The known Jap dead, to include 29 April, totals 970.
Our air transports are landing on the CYCLOPS Airdrome.

On 29 April an Australian land patrol reached REMPI RIVER (7 miles north
of ALEXISHAFEN), no enemy contact was reported.

Advance echelon of GHQ, SWPA, closed at PORT MORESBY 1800 K 1 May; opened
same hour same date at BRISBANEs

3 PV's and 1 B=24 on 29 April carried out armed reconnaissance over the
KURILES; results were unobserved.
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TF 58's strike on TRUK on 29 and 30 April resulted in 66 enemy planes being
downsland 60 destroyed on the ground; of these, 5 were shot down by ships gunfirs.
Only one Jap plene was encountered on the second day. Operating against intense
AA fire, and under a low ceiling, our forces dropped 800 tons of bombs which caused
extensive damage to shore installations; much shipping will be required to reestab-
lish the base. No important ships were encountered. One submarine was believed
definitely sunk by the MACDONOUGH (DD). Cruisers bombarded SATAWAN for two hours
on 30 April; except for statement that bombardment "caused havoc", deteils are
lacking. Battleships bombarded and our carriers hit PONAPE on 1 May; results are
unreported. Our losses were about 20 pilots and 15 crewmen, some of whom were
recovered by the "courageous and efficient TANG to whom we are most grateful";
our ships suffered no damage. On the last day off HOLLANDIA (26 April), at the
convergence of Jap search areess from 3 bases, the force shot down & enemy search
planes; Jap aviation personnel with some important papers were recovered.

On 30 April shore-base aircraft (under CTF 57) continued neutralization of
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 42 B-24's hit WAKE with 94 tons, causing
a large explosion on the north end of the island; there was no interception; two
of our planes were slightly demaged by AA fire.

On 30 April SoPac air forces flew 139 sorties against gun positions and
supply areas in the RABAUL sector; SBD's, TBF's, and fighter bombers participated.
62 sorties (B-25's and P-39's) were flown against BORPOP, and other NEW IRELAND
targets. Fighter sweeps were also conducted along the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE coasts.

BLUEGILL reports sinking an additional AK from the convoy previously re-
ported (Summery, 30 April) W of PALAU.

HAKE, operating in SWPac (S China Sea) during latter part of March,and
April, reports sinking 2 AO's for a total of 20,405 tons, and damaging 1 6000~
ton AK.

The 5th Air Force on 30 April continued aggressive sweeps in the HANSA BAY-
WEWAK areas, attacking bridges, stores, and personnel areas. On 29 April a PB4Y
search plane obtained a 500-1b bomb hit on a large AK off GEELVINK BAY; the plane
was later forced down at sea.

Com 7th Flt reports that increased fighter interception N of GEELVINK BAY
indicates arrivel of numerous enemy air reinforcements at Western NEW GUINEA air-
fields.

Qur ground forces in the HOLLANDIA - AITAPE areas are reported to be opera-
ting ageinst almost no opposition. The HOLLANDIA airfield will be operational on

2 May.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority: EO 12958, as amended

40 |JSEUCOM

1912




O

h

()

/™ DECLASSIFIED ~ |
hy o Authority: EO 12958, as amended
HQ USEUCOM

2 May (Oashu date)

SoPac air forces, employing SBD's and TBF's flew 113 sorties against the
RABAUL area on 1 May, concentreting against gun positions, runways and buildings
on TOBERA airdrome; 2 of our planes were lost, and 7 damaged. 12 SBD's attacked
gun positions on the BURKA coast. 24 P-39's and 8 P-40's conducted fighter sweeps
along the SE cosst of BOUGAINVILLE.

Heavy strikes by SWPac air forces were prevented by adverse weather on
1 May. Activity was limited to coastal shipping strikes by 8 B-25's in the SARMI-
TAKAR area, the bombing of MOKMER airdrome (BIAK IS) by 2 B-24's,and to bombing
end strafing attacks in the WEWAK-HANSA BAY area by medium and attack bombers, :
and fighters; there was no enemy interception over any of the targets, and we suf-
fered no loss of planes or cesualties.

JCS 012144Z (pink) establishes a basis for uniform understanding by all
concerned of the command relationships involved in staging, mounting, and opera-
ting forces in one theater from bases in an adjacent theater.

JCS 030237Z (pink) directs Stillwell to prepare plans for employment of
air forces under his command to operate in support of our advence to FORMOSA from
the MARIANAS~PALAU-MINDANAO line in February 1945, by neutralizing enemy air action
against that advance; and to furnish such indirect support as is practicable for
the attack on MINDANAO in November 1944; plans to be coordinated with CinCPOA and
CinCSWPA.

CinCPOA 302317/54(Apr11) announces establishment MARSHALL ISLANDS Sub-Aroa,f
and CinCPOA serial 00039 effective 1 May; assigms Rear Admiral Alva Bernhard as
Sub=Area Commander.

|
/ : (t W/ |
3 May (Oshu date)

Central Pacific shore based aircraft continued on 1-2 May neutralization of
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. On 1 May 18 B-24s hit the major islands
of TRUK Atoll with 504 tons of bombs. On the same date 1 B-24 hit PONAFE dropping
3 tons in the town area.

CTF 67 reports that daily reconnaissance of NAURU for ships and planes has
been negative; photo of 4 April showed construction at northern airfield to have
been abandoned; the 2 southern fields appear to be operational; moderate heavy
and intense medium AA fire has been encountered. The reconnaissance of OCEAN on
7 March was negative; no activity was noted and no AA fire was encountered; search
planes will continue to cover OCEAN periodically.

Peterson Wolfpack (PARCHE, BANG, TINOSA) operating south of FORMOSA reports
at 041315 GCT the annihilation of a northbound convoy in a coordinated attack
which sank 1 AO, 5§ AKs, and 1 DD and damaged 2 AKs; PARCHE has 10 torpedoes remain-|
ing; BANG and TINOSA have expended all torpedoes and are departing from the area.

SKATE, operating SE of KYUSHU reports attacking am8500 ton Maru at 030822
GCT, course 342, speed 14; sound results indicated at least 2 hits and the Maru
was believed to have been sunk, though rqﬁ%iggsmﬁﬁa unobserved; 1 large Maru with

2 escorts remain in the convoy. Authority: EQ 12958 as
: » a5 amen
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GUAVINA, operating in the BONINS area reports destroying 1 trawler by gun-
fire on 22 April, sinking with 3 hits one large AK on 25 April, and sinking on
26 April with 5 hits 2 medium Marus. Submarine was depth charged without damage.
At 040953 GCT sighted well lighted hospital ship heading NW, posit 26-45N, 142-30E;
also sighted across CHICHISHIMA smoke from at least 3 ships which approached from
the northward and were believed to have entered the harbor at 040100 GCT.

HALIBUT, operating NE of FORMOSA reports sinking 1 medium AX, 1 coastal
mine layer, and 1 sampan; and demaging 2 medium Marus; KUMESHIMA was bombarded.
Action with fleet of cargo sampans wounded 3 men, 1 with possible intestinal wound;
comnanding officer suggests rendezvous with surgeon from MIDWAY.

On 2 May SoPac air forces flew 160 sorties (92 SBDs and TBFs, 24 B-25s, 44
fighter-bombers) against the airfields and supply areas in the RABAUL sector.
38 sorties (11 SBDs, 27 P-39s) were flown against targets in the BOUGAINVILLE-
BUKA area. A fighter sweep was also made along the east coast of NEW IRELAND.
8 SBDs patrolled the TOROKINA perimeter.

On 2 May.SWPac air forces maintained unserviceable the WEWAK and BORAM
airdromes by a strike employing 23 B-24s which dropped 184 1000-1b bombs; 45 A-20s
lead by 4 B-25s bombed dispersal areas at these airdromes dropping 253 500-lb
bombs; supply dumps were hit and several small fires started. Bivouac and supply
dumps on KAIRTRU ISLAND were bombed and straffed by 31 A-20s which expended 27
tons of 500-1b bombs and 2400 rounds of smmunition; many buildings and huts were
hit end 2 large fires were started. No enemy opposition was encountered in the
WEWAK area. 21 A-20s bombed and straffed personnel and supply areas in the HANSA
BAY sector. WAKDE and MAFFIN were bombed and straffed by 8 B-25s. P-47s and
P-39s continued to patrol over the WEWAK area; they attacked targets of opportunity
from HANSA BAY to ULIGAN HARBOR; huts, motor trucks and buildings were damaged
AR amal afir?‘? ?feﬁ“uﬁt&d&nw and other sTafe ™Tem 5 d »

PEARL Jjor -'%Aw’aﬂq’wf..oc.c . ) o\, u
4 May (Oahu date) ﬁm-

Central Pacific shore based aircraft continued on 3 May with neutralization
of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS end PONAPE. 8 Nevy medium bombers hit
the southern airfields on NAURU dropping 8 3/4 tons of bombs on runwaeys and bar-
racks areas,

ComBomRonl9 (Commender Miller) entered TRUK Lagoon on 29 April and dropped
2 1000-pound bombs within 15 feet of a light cruiser anchored northeast of ETEN;

|
I
|

|
I

the cruiser was blown from the water, turned 90° from its original position, and
listed badly to the starboard; the ship is believed to have been sunk.

At 050822 GCT HADDOCK reports witnessing destruction by TUNA of Jap I
sampan which was enroute to WAKE on morning of 4 May; the craft blew up immedi- |
ately. The HADDOCK and TUNA made & thorough coordinated search of the floating
wreckage which yielded numerous boocks and documents, some of which are red
covereds Of prisoners now aboard the HADDOCK, 1 badly wounded may be en officer.
The TUNA suffered one cesualty by drowning. Prisoners state that the craft was ‘
the WAOTIKIMA MARU (87 tons) enroute from the BONINS to an unknown destination.

It 1s reasonably certain that the craft was unable to get out a radio transmission
before sinking. No survivors were left ppppptumasi. '
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4 May (Oshu dete) - Continued -

On 3 May SoPac air forces hit the BORPOP airdrome with 26 SBDs. MATUPI :
Islend was struck by 24 SBDs and 17 TBFs. 69 sorties (24 B-26s, 43 Fighter-bombers
end 2 B-24s) were flown against airfields and supply installations in the RABAUL
area, 47 sorties (6 SBDs, 3 B-24s, 38 P-39s) were flown against targets through-
out BOUGAINVILLE. 12 SBDs patrolled the TOROKINA perimeter.

REDFIN, operating in SWP area (SULU SEA) during April reports obtaining
12 hits from 20 torpedoes fired. The following ships were sunk: 1 FUBUKI class
DD (1700), 1 large AO (10,000), 1 medium AK (4000), 1 large AK (7500), and 1 large
AKX (7190); total tonnage sunk, 30,390. :

HARDER, operating in SWP area (GUAM-WOLEAI) during April reports sinking
1 FUBUKI class DD and 1 medium AK for a total of 5,280 tons. Another FUBUKI class
DD was reported damaged and probably sunk.

On 3 May SWP air forces continued to maintain unserviceable the BORAM air-
drome by en ettack by 17 B-24s which dropped 136 1000-1b bombs. An unspecified
number of A-20s started very large fires with resulting explosions on WOM POINT
in the WEWAK area. 6 medium bombers fired many huts at the seaplane base on
KAIRIRU ISLAND. B=-248 from the 13th Air Force bombed the airfield on BIAK ISLAND
causing large fires and destroying airplanes in the dispersal area; 12 enemy fight-
ers intercepted without damage to either side. A reconnaissence squadron bombed
and strafed storage and personnel areas near the TOR RIVER mouth and in HAFFIN
VILLAGE (WADKE Area). The usual fighter sweeps were conducted along the north
NEW GUINEA Coast.

In the North Pacific, 3 PV's from Fleet Air Wing 4 bombed PARAMUSHIRU !
through broken clouds at 041245 GCT; large fires and expl:;;aps were observed. |
‘\l‘,l‘\

5 May (Oahu date)

Central Pacific shore based aircraft continued on 4 May with neutralization
of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. On the afternoon of 4 May an unusually
heavy strike by 39 B-24's dropped 87% tons of bombs, the majority of which were
concentrated on PONAPE TOWN and in the adjacent dock area; fires and explosions
resulted; 1 B-24 is missing. Early morning of § May 10 B-24's hit TRUK dropping
30 tons on the major islands of the Atoll; 1 B-24 is missing.

TANG, operating on lifeguard station off TRUK, on 29-30 April reports
having rescued, during those two days of operations by TF 68, 22 downed airmen;
11 were officers and 11 were enlisted men.

SoPaec PT beats operating along the coast of BOUGAINVILLE encountered enemy
armed barges; 1°-PT boat was destroyed and 1 was damaged.

ComThirdFleet reports completion of laying a two-row minefield west of
TAIOF ISLAND (west BUKA PASSAGE)e On 4 May SoPac air forces flew 92 sorties
against the airfields of TOBERA and LAKUNAI in the RABAUL Area; 39 SBD's and TBF's,
6 B-25's and 47 fighter bombers participated; we lost 1 B-25, shot down by AA :
fire and had 4 P-38's damageds 24 SBD's were directed against BORPOP in the
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KAVIENG Area. In the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Area, 110 sorties were flown againgt enemy
installations; 24 B-25's, 18 SBD's, 49 P-39's, and 19 P-40's participated; no plans
loss was reported.

Unfavorable weather hampered operations of SWP air forces on 4 May; an un=
specified number of B-24's from the 13th Air Force struck BIAK ISLAND; 12 to 15
enemy fighters intercepted. During the night of 3-4 May, 2 B-24's bombed the
SARMI Area. An unspecified number of A-20's and night fighters made coastal sweeps
in the vicinity of MANAM ISLAND to BUT, strafing targets of opportunity along the
NEW GUINEA Coast. 1

6 May (Oahu date)

On 5 May a total of 78 sorties were flown by shore based aircraft (under CTF
59) against PONAPE and enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. PONAPE wes hit by
8 B-25's which dropped 8 tons on the seaplane base and both airfields. WOTJE was
hit by 9 B-24's, 1 B-25 and 1 PV; JALUIT by 10 B-25's and 4 F6F's; MALOELAP by 16
SBD's and 10 F6F's; MILLE by 19 F4U's,

ComForwardArea, Central Pacific, reports that 2 native scouts who were stranded!
on JALUIT for 3 days were recovered on 4 May. They report that they visited relatives
who were employed on EMIDJ ISLAND; that the Jap strength is 2,030 of which 1200 are |
military, 800 are laborers and 30 are civilians; that all are located on the SE part
of the lagoon, Théy also stated that food had been rationed, that water was adequate
and that supplies and emmunition were still available though none had arrived since
January. They reported health conditions to be good, that the combat forces were not
dovmhearted and that they still possessed a will to resist. Underground shelters
have been constructed and all personnel lived in them, The natives had not been told
of our occupation of the MARSHALLS. They stated that our raids had caused many cesuals
ties.

On 5 May SoPac air forces flew a total of 209 sorties. 38 (24 B-25's, 12 P-39Ww
2 P-38's) were directed against the TALILI supply area; 3 B-24's against the TOBERA
Airfield; 45 SBD's and TBF's against the RATAVAL supply area; 48 SBD's against the
BORPOP (KAVIENG) Airfield; 36 (14 SBD's and TBF's, 1 B-24, 12 P-39's, 9 P-40'g)
against enemy installations in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Area. 28 P-39's conducted
fighter sweeps along the BUKA, BOUGAINVILLE and NEW IRELAND Coasts. 14 SBD's patrol-
led the TOROKINA Perimeter.

CREVALLE, operating in the Southwest Pacific Area (NW of BORNEO) during April
and early May, reports sinking 1 TCONAN MARU number 2 on 6 April, 1 large Maru on 25
April, and amedium AO on 3 May; a total of 34,000 tons sunk.

Unfavorable weather again restricted operations of Southwest Pacific air
forces on 6 May. An unspecified number of B-24's from the 13th Air Force hit BIAK
ISLAND where a large fire and explosion, and several small fires resulted. 71 A-20's
struck the WEWAK Area with more than 50 tons of bombs and thoroughly strafed the ‘
areaj buildings were destroyed and fires were started. 13 B-24's bombed TIMOR. 8 '
B=258%s hit airfields on the KAI ISLANDS. 107 troop carrier planes negotiated dif-
ficult weather to bring in supplies for troops which participated in the HOLLANDIA
Operation,
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In the North Pacific, 3 of 5 starting PV's from Fleet Air Wing 4 executed
an armed reconnaissance over PARAMUSHIRU on the night of 5 May. The mission was
reported as successful; SURIBACHI and a previously undetected airfield in central
SHIMUSHU were bombed, as was KURABU ZAKI; photographs were taken; all planes re-
turned safely,

7
7 May (Oashu date)

Central Pacific shore based aircraft continued on 6 May with neutralization
of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; 3% sorties (12 B-25s, 2 PVs, 23 F4Us)
were flown against WOTJE, 12 (B-25s) against JALUIT, 18 (10 SBDs, 8 F6Fs) against
TAROA, 6 (F4Us) against MILLE. 6 photo planes of Fleet Air Wing TWO, accompanied
by 10 7th Air Force Liberators, photographed and harassed GUAM; cloud cover was .5
with vital areas clear; of 25 intercepting Jap fighters, 7 were destroyed, 3 probab-
1y destroyed and 2 damaged; enemy plane strength on the island was estimated as 25
single engine and 15 twin-engine planes. 14 B-24s hit TRUK on the night of 6-7 May
dropping over 400 fragmentation clusters on the major islands of the atoll. On
6 May 6 B-26s struck PONAPE dropping 8 tons of bombs on the 2 eirfields. PONAPE
was again hit on the night of 6=7 May by 5 B-24s diverted from the TRUK strike.

SILVERSIDES reports that on 7 Mey there were 11 APA or AKAs in APRA HARBOR
(GUAM); of these 4 arrived during the day of the 7th. She obtained 1 hit from 4
mark 18 torpedoes fired on 1 ship type unstated.

agaimst RABAUL

On 6 May unfavorable weather caused cancellation of all strikesAby SoPac
air forces. 24 SBDs bombed shore battery positions along the coast of CAPE
MAMARODU (west coast south central NEW IRELAND). 42 P-39 and 2 P-38s conducted
the usual haressing strikes along the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE coast. 3 snoopers bombed
the KAVIENG area. 15 B-25s dropped 157 100-1b bombs on reported coastal gun areas
at CAPE FRIENDSHIP and on the BOUGAINVILLE coast west of RANTAN ISLAND.

HOE, operating in SWP area reports sighting at 072200 GCT a large convoy at
19-12N, 120-18E (north of LUZON), course 170, speed 12 (1 small CVE accompanied the
convoy); the HOE damaged 1 AK.

On the night of 5-6 May an unspecified number of B=24s from 13th Air Force
hit BIAK ISLAND; fighters from HOLLANDIA fields covered the formation; heavy explo-
sions occurred and several fires were started in the revetments and dispersal areas
of MOKMER Airdrome:; of 12 intercepting fighters, 9 were shot down; we lost no
planes. 62 B-24s, preceded by 37 B-2b6s attacked personnel and supply areas in the
MAFFIN BAY aream; 43 A-20s hit the bivouac areas in the viecinity of BUT. P=-47s and
P-398 conducted the usual fighter sweeps along the northern coast of NEW GUINEA.

On 6 May in the North Pacific Area 15 PVs and 1 PBYSA bombed KASHIWABARA,
SURIBACHI, and central PARAMUSHIRU; bombs and incendiary cluateijfg?re dropped;

1 plane is missing. .
..(..;'. ,‘4 4
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Neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the Central Pacific Ares was
limited to strikes by B-25s against WOTJE, JALUIT and PONAPE; 12 plsnes each hit
the former two, while 6 were directed ageinst the latter.

A search plane over NAURU dropped two 500+1b bombs in the barracks area;
the #2 runway contained unfilled craters. A reconnaissance of WAKE and OCEAN was
negative.

Commander Sub-Aree MARSHALLS 060145 announces assumption by Rear Admiral
Alve D. Bernhard of the military governmorship of the MARSHALL ISLANDS.

In the South Pacific 77 sorties (29 SBDs and TBFs, 1 B-24, 47 fighter bomb-
ers) were flown against the RABAUL ares on 7 May) concentrating on the TOBERA and
VUNAKANAU airfields, with the B-24 concentrating ageinst the town. 46 SBDs hit
shore battery positions in the vicinity of NAMARODU (west coast south central NEW
IRELAND) and BORPOP. A totsl of 80 sorties (24 B-25s, 18 SBDs and TBFs, 35 P-39s,
3 P-408) were flown against enemy installations in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE area.

In the SWP Area the 13th Air Force continued on the night of 6-7 May and
during the day of 7 May the bombing of MOKMER Airdrome on BIAK ISLAND. Unfavorable
weather continued to hamper air strikes by SWP air forces; however, 18 British
Beauforts got through end hit the WEWAK area where fires were started in storage
areas. Air observers reported 4 planes remaining on BIAK. 12 B=24s hit WOLEAI
dropping 35 tons on the runway and dispersal area; 2 Betty's were reported destroy-
ed on the ground.

Admiral Nimitz, Rear Admiral Sherman and other staff members arrived PEARL
from SAN FRANCISCO.

(a ':L"
9 May (Oahu date) (' f"k#/

Neutralization by Central Pacific shore based aircraft of PONAPE and
enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS continued on 8 and 9 May. On each of the
two days Army Liberators enroute from and returning to the ADMIRALTIES also bombed
PONAFPE.

TAMBOR, operating NW of MARIANAS, reports 2 hits in a 6000-ton AK at 100900
GCT3; ship was part of an 8 ship, 5 DD, 2 or more other escort convoy on a south-
easterly course; TAMBOR continues the pursuit.

SARGO, operating SE of YOKOHAMA, reports sinking a medium AK and possibly
sinking another; she missed with 4 electrics on 4 AK 5 escort convoy proceeding
on a southerly course at 082000 GCT.

In the South Pacific unfavorable weather again restricted air operations
against the RABAUL Area, the only strike being made by 33 fighter bombers against
the LAKUNAI Airdrome. 47 SBD's and TBF's hit NEW IRELAND targets. 101 sorties
(30 SBD's and TBF's, 26 B-25's, 33 P-39's, 12 P-38's) were flown against enemy
installations in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Aree.
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9 May (Cont'd)

In the SWP Area bombers from the 13th Air Force again on the night of
7-8 May bombed the MOKMER Airdrome on BTAK ISLAND. On the 8th over 100 A-20's
and 17 British Beauforts dropped 100 tons of bombs and strafed storage and supply
areas along north coast of NEW GUINEA, concentrating in the WEWAK Aresa. 97 trans-
port planes flew supplies into the HOLLANDIA Area. The usual fighter sweeps were
made along the N. NEW GUINEA Coamst. On forenoon 8th, 12 B-24's hit the LANGGOER

and FAAN eirstrips on KAI ISLANDS.
- // Coue
10 (Oahu date)

Neutralization by CenPac shore based aircraft of PONAPE and enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS continued on the evening of 9 May. 14 B-24's hit the
major islands of TRUK ATOLL, concentrating on the airfields; 1 possible cruiser
and 3 other vessels were sighted in the lagoon. One B-24 hit OROLUK ATOLL. On
the night of 9-10 May 3 B-24's dropped 6 tons on WAKE; results were umobserved.

ComForwardArea, CenPac, 072020 summarizes operations for the period 1-5
May, inclusive.

TINOSA returning from patrol enroute MAJURO from FORMOSA Area reports
sinking a trawler with gunfire on 8 May; 1 wounded prisoner was picked up; all
others were unwilling to surrender.

SoPac air forces flew 82 sorties against the RABAUL Area. 30 SBD's and:
TBF's and 41 fighter bombers concentrated against the airdromes at LAKUNAI and
TOBERA; from the former field our planes encountered intense, accurate, heavy
and automatic AA fire which shot down 1 SBD and 1 TBF; 8 others were damaged;
this AA fire was described as the heaviest of any received in recent weeks.
11 B-25's bombed enemy installations on MATUPI ISLAND. 42 SBD's attacked the
landing field at KAVIENG; AA fire was intense end accuratej 7 of our planes were
demageds Enemy gun positions along CAPE NAMARODU (west coast of south central
NEW IRELAND) were attacked by 24 SBD's. Enemy installations in the BOUGATNVILLE-
BUKA Ares were hit by 16 B-25's; 61 P-39's and 12 P-40's conducted fighter bomber
sweeps over the same area.

On 9 May the Fifth Air Force made its first strike against TRUK when an un-
specified number of B-24's hit MOEN ISLAND; 20 enemy fighters intercepted; 1 of
our planes was damaged and forced down at sea on the return route. On the night
of 9 May, BIAK ISLAND was bombed by 8 B-24's which started fires on both airstrips.
On 10 May 45 A-20's bombed and strafed the WEWAK Area; they were followed by 20
B-24's. Usual fighter sweeps were made along the NEW GUINEA North Coast by P=39's
and P-47's. The major strikes and supply missions were prevented by unfavorable
weather,

A summary of land activities in the HOLLANDIA-AITAPE Area states that
the enemy losses in the HOLLANDIA Area total 977 killed, 259 captured; in the
AITAPE Area 525 killed and 31 captured. In the HOLLANDIA Area 621 former prisomers
of the enemy have been recaptured; these included 462 SIKHS, and the remainder,
Americans, Australiens, Dutch, Chinese, Filipinos, Poles and Czechoslovaks. In
the AITAPE Area 86 former prisoners of the enemy (nationalities unstated) have

been recaptured.

|
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10 May (Contd,)

CINCPOA 070355 (pink) ennounces completion of conferences with repre-
sentatives of the 20th A.F. on VLR program CenPac Area; mentions requirements
Army service troops to support the program.

CINCPOA 050123 (pink) confirms verbal statement of representatives at
conferences with representatives of the 20th A.F. designating ComGenCentPac
as theater agency to furnish all necessary support for 20th A.F. in CenPac
Area, with certain exceptions.

(}I;L//’
11 May (Oehu date)

CenPac shore baged aircraft continued on 10 May with neutralization of
PONAPE and enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS.

SoPac air forces on 10 May flew 144 sorties (99 SBD's and TBF's, 12 B-25's,
3 B-24's, 8 P-38's, 10 P-39's, 12 P-40's) against airfields, supply installations,
and gun positions in the RABAUL Area; effectiveness was lessened by inability to
hit pre-selected targets because of unfavorable weather. 26 SBD's and TBF's
bombed Coast guns in the BORPOP Area of NEW IRELAND. Fighter sweeps over the
BUKA=BOUGAINVILLE Area were made by 61 P=39's, 14 P-40's, and 3 P-38's.

On 10 May SWP air forces concentrated mainly against WAKDE and BIAK ISLANDS,
and against the WEWAK Area. 61 B-25's and 22 B-24's hit WAKDE; 27 B-24's struck
the WEWAK Area; and B-24's from the 5th AF and 13th AF bombed MOKMER Airdroms on
BIAK. 4 squadrons of A-20's mede low level attacks along the N. Coast of NEW

GUINEA from SEPIK RIVER (about 30 miles W. of HANSA BAY) to WOM POINT (WEWAX Area).

17 British Beesuforts, P-47's and P-39's conducted fighter sweeps along the N. NEW
GUINEA Coast in the general area from HANSA BAY to AITAPE.

COD, operating in SWP Area (NW of MANILA), reports attacking a MANILA-
bound convoy of 10 AK's and 10 escorts at 100600 GCT, and sinking a KAMIKAZE
Clars DD; hite were scored on 5 AK's,.

CREVALLE (SWP Area) reports at 111600 GCT the successful evacuation of

40 persons from W. Coast of MINDAWAO. \/ i
N oA
12 May (Oahu date) P =

21 B-24's of the 7th AF were over TRUK from 111219 GCT to 1116192 GCT in
two flights., 29 2000-1b. bombs and 66 1000-1b. bombs were dropped on the airfields
of MOEN, PARAM and ETEN and on DUBLON; fires and explosions resulted; 2 planes were
damaged. 1 B=24 bombed the old airfield on PONAPE. A searcher reports NAURU run-
ways possibly operational. Another searcher dropped 2 bombs on the KUSAIE air=-

strips All other searches were negative.

TAUTOG, operating in the KURILES and EMPIRE waters, reports 1 Maru on bot-
tom in shallow water at MATSUWA with 2 hits« 3 other Maru's were sunk with 2 hits
each at the following places: east of URUPPU ISLAND; at ESAN SAKI, HOKKAIDO; and
at XURO SAKI, HONSHU. Shipping was remaining close inshore making attacks dif-
ficulte

DECLASSIFIED
= Continued =puthority: EQ 12958, as amended
Y HSEUCOM

bt
Lo
(]
| |



O

Q

DECLASSIFIED
Authority: EO 12958, as amended
A 40 USEUCOM
T
19 May (Comtinuad)
In the South Pacific on 11 May coordinated air strikes were made against
AA positions ringing RABAULj;and barges in west SIMPSON HARBOR and KERAVIA BAY; 64
SBD's and TBF's hit the AA positions while 5 SBD's (rocket equipped), escorted by
12 P-39's concentrated against barges, 30 to 40 of which were sunks 74 sorties
(12 B-25's, 36 SBD's, 6 P-38's, 20 P-39) were flown against the TOBERA airfield.
Enemy installations in the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA Area were attacked by 45 SBD's and
TBF's and 47 P-39's. 3 snoopers bombed KAVIENG.

JACK, operating in the SW Pacific (west of LUZON), reports sinking two
trawlers (200¥); probably sinking 1 AK (7500) and 3 AK's (4000 each); damaging 1
AR (4000).

On 11 May, major air strikes by 5th AF were again cencelled because of un-
favorable weather. On the night of 10-11 May and during the day of 11 May an un-
specified number of B-24's hit BIAK; cover was provided by P-40's operating from
HOLLANDIA; the crew of 1 B=24 which was f'orced down in the water was rescued. 13
British Beauforts and 6 B-25's bombed BORAM on 11 May. Fighter sweeps were again
made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA between SEPIK RIVER and WOM POINT. Small
strikes by B-24's were made against TIMOR, AMBON and NAMELA; TIMOR was also hit by
9 B-25's escorted by 7 British Beauforts. A new radio station located near LAKE
PANTAI (western NEW GUINEA) was destroyed by 6 B-25's.

On 11 May, 3 DD's bombarded 29 gun positions in the WEWAK Area; some 3-inch
fire was received from shore batteries at DAGUA and BUT; we suffered no damage or

casualties. W |
|

13 May (Oshu date)
On 11 Mey and night of 11=12 May Central Pacific shore based airoraft con=-

tinued neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. PONAFE was also
bombed by 3 B-25's.

From 122115 GCT to 130040 GCT 22 B=-25's of 7th AF dropped 12 2000=1lb.
bombe and 180 100-1b, bombs on NAURU, concentreting against the SW runway, phos-
phate buildings, power plant and ammunition storage; 1 explosion and 1 fire were
observed; 2 planes received minor dameges

BOWFIN reports sinking 1 larpge AK at 132100 GCT in a position spproximately
120 miles NNW PALAU; the submarine is pursuing the remaining AK plus 2 escorts
which are on course 320, speed 9 at 141325 GCT.

In the South Pacific a total of 88 sorties were flown against the RATAVAL
and TALILI supply areas in the RABAUL Sector; 24 SBD's, 21 B-25's and 43 fipghter
bomberse participated. In the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA Area, 35 light bomber sorties were
flown against enemy installations.

PADDLE, operating in the SWP Area (HALMAHERA-CERAM-SULU Area) during April
and early May, reports sinking 1 AP-AK (9419) and 1 DD (HATSUHARU Class - 1368); i
damaging 1 XAO (7300).

In the SWP Area an unspecified number of B=-24's dropped 200 tons of bombs
on WAKDE ISLAND on 13 May; gun positions on the southern peninsula were struck and
large fires were started. 39 B=-24's attacked personnel and storage areas west of
MAFFIN airstrip with 134 tons of bombs. 10 B-24's struck the NAMBER airstrip on

= Continued = 1:32 r
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13 May (Cont'd)

NOEMFOOR ISLAND with ineffective results. 8 B-24's successfully bombed MOMEI
Airdrome (west coast GEELVINK BAY); observers report clearing on NOEMFCOR to
accommodate a 5200 foot airstrip. Light bombers struck the WEWAK-HANSA BAY Aree.
P-47's made the usual fighter sweeps along the north coast of NEW GUINEA.
Reconnaissance over the PHILIFPINES on 12 May report at MANILA 1 possible ACV and

9 merchantmen totalling 73,000 tons; at CAVITE 16 seaplanes and 2 small vessels
were observed.

(i-*;wv\/
14 May (Oshu date) <

Prior to daylight 13 May and during the day and night of 13 May Central
Pacific shore based aircraft continued to strike enemy occupied atolls of the
MARSHALLS. Late on the 13th 6 B-25s and 3 B=24s hit PONAPE. Early on the 13th
15 B~24s bombed the major islands of TRUK Atoll. :

ComForwardArea CenPac 120060 summarizes operations 6-10 May.

STURGEON reports sinking on 10 May 3 medium AKs totalling 13,700 tons in
area about 170 miles NNW of the BONINS.

SEADRAGON operating on rotating patrol in EMPIRE waters reports damaging a
3000 ton AK with one mark 14 hit on 23 April, and probably sinking a medium AKX
with one mark 18 hit on 27 April.

On 13 May SoPac air forces hit VUNAKANAU airfield and vioinitj with 42 SBDs
and TBFs, and 44 fighter bombers. Enemy installations in the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA
ares were hit by 12 SBDs and TBFs; 44 P-39s and 4 P-40s.

BONEFISH (SWP area) reports sinking at 131900 GCT 1 of 3 large southbound
AOs escorted by 3 DDs in area NE of BORNEO. She reports sighting at 140500 GCT 3
BBs, 1 CV, 3 CAs and 1 CL, plus a DD escort, in position 5-30 N, 119-40 E (off NE
tip of BORNEO); headed south for SIBUTU PASSAGE; heavy DD patrol near that passage
indicates that the force anchored in TAWITAWI BAY.

RAY (SWP area) reports sighting off DAVAO at 140800 GCT 1 NACHI CA, 1 TENRYU
CL, 3 HATSUHARU DDs, and 1 HOSHO CV.

On the night of 13-14 May and early on 14 May SWP air forces exerted their
maximum effort against BIAK ISLAND, WAKDE AREA, MAFFIN BAY aresa, WEWAK area, and
HANSA BAY area. During the day and night of 13 May an unspecified number of bombers
hit the SORIDO and BOSNEK airdromes on BIAK; the bombing caused explosions and 4
large fires. In the WAKDE area 23 B-25s escorted by an unspecified number of P-40s
bombed the airfield on WAKDE ISLAND; 23 B-24s and 29 B-25s hit shore positions op-
posite WAKDE. In the MAFFIN BAY area 37 B-24s hit AA positions and storage and
personnel areas. In the WEWAK area 1 squadron of B-24s escorted by 2 squadrons of
British Beauforts hit BORAM airfield; an unspecified number of B-24s bombed ﬂ&NDI
Plantation road and storage areas south of CAPE MOEM; 1 group of A-=20s struck
dumps and bridges between BUT and DAGUA (west of WEWAK). Another group of A-20s
struck the HANSA BAY area. C=47s flew 88 missions to HOLLANDIA. |

DECLASSIFIED
Authority: ED 12958, as amended - Continued -
HQ USEUCOM

19ge



)

DECLASSIFIED

™ A Authority: EO 12958, as amended
R HQ USEUCOM

14 May (Oehu date) - Continued -

In the North Pacific area on 13 May 7 PVs from Fleet Air Wing 4 undertook
an armed reconnaissance mission over PARAMUSHIRU. Of the 7 starting planes 2
reached the objective; 4 turned back and 1 was lost. The 2 planes dropped 4 500
pound GP bombs and incendiary clusters over central SHIMUSHU; pictures were also
taken; several small fires were started around the airfield. 14 B-258 from 1lth
Air Force strafed 2 picket boats 100 miles off the east coast of SHIMUSHU; results
are unknown.

1 /{d
LA
15 May (Oahu dats)

The heaviest concentration of shore based air power in the Central Pacific
was staged againat JALUIT from 142055 GCT to 151800 GCT by Army, Navy and Marine
planes; 284 sorties were flown, and 240 tons of bombs were dropped; B-=-24's, B=25's,
F4U's, SBD's and F6F's participated; CTF 59 estimated bombing results as 60% ef-
fective; we lost no planes, though 1 B-24, 5 SBD's, and 3 F4U's received minor
damage. During the same period moderate strikes (4 = 10 planes) were made against
MILLE, WOTJE, and TAROA«. A single searcher over TRUK dropped 4 1000-1b. bombs on
a b000-ton AK, with unobserved results; 8-12 vessels were anchored W of DUBLON,
and same number W of UMAN. The same searcher dropped 5 100-1b. bombs on PULUWAT
air strip, and strafed the field and lighthouse area; the airfield appeared opera-
tional, though no planes were present.

* TILEFISH, operating in FMPIRE waters, reports damaging 1 NITTA Maru and 1
WAKATAKE DD; other details lacking; the submarine was attacked and damaged, and
was departing from the area.

CREVALLE, operating E of CELEBES, reports having been depth charged and
severely damaged, with destruction of radars and both periscopes, and leaks on
deep dives; submarine returns for repairs.

Com5thPhib 152122 gives details of loss of 3 LCT's from LST in ALENUIHAHA
Channel on night of 15 May.

SoPac air power was concentrated against the KAHILI Area (S. BOUGAINVILLE)
on 14 May when, in & little over one-half hour, 110 planes dropped 606 bombs (95
tons) on supply and personnel areas, and on gun positions; 41 SBD's and TBF's,
24 B-25's, and 45 fighter bombers participated. The usual BOUGAINVILLE fighter
sweeps were made by 47 fighters, and 11 SBD's hit enemy installations along
MATCHIN BAY. FKAVIENG was hit by 17 SBD's escorted by 4 fighters. Fighter sweeps
and patrols were made over the RABAULArea; 13 barges in KERAVIA BAY were strafed.

SEAHORSE (SWP Area), operating in MARIANAS Area during April and early May,
reports sinking 4 Maru's for a total of 25,667 tons, and damaging an RO Class
submarine.

SWP air forces sent 60 B=24's and 24 B=25's against enemy installetions in
the SARMI-MAFFIN BAY Area on 15 May, destroying Jap headquarters, demolishing
several large buildings, and causing explosions and large fires throughout storage
and personnel areas; 200 tons of bombs were dropped; B-24's also attacked gun po-
sitions near the MAFFIN airstrips An unspecified number of B-26's attacked dumps
and storage areas on WAKDE ISLAND. On the night of 13-14 May, 4 B-24's struck
storage areas along the south of SORIDO Airdrome on BIAK ISLAND; on the 15th,
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14 P-40's which were escorting a B-25 photo mission over BIAK were attacked by
16-20 enemy fighters, 6 of which were definitely destroyed, while we suffered no
losss Ome group of A-20's, with an unspecified number of B-24's, again hit BORAM
airfield. A-20's also attacked in the BUT-DAGUA Area.

Land activity in the AITAPE-HOLLANDIA Area was restricted to patrol activity.
Jap casualties in the AITAFE Area now total 625 killed, 27 captured; in the HOL-
LANDIA Area, 1162 killed and 360 captured.

In the North Pacific Area 1 of 4 starting PV's reached the E Coast of
SHIMUSHU on 14 Mey, and dropped 2 500-1b. bombs and 1 incendiary cluster; resul
were unobserved. On the preceding day 1 B-24 bombed and photographed MATS o

T

16 May (Oshu date)

CenPac shore based aircraft continued on day and night of 16 May with
neutralization of enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; PV's, F6F's, SBD's snd
F4U's participated, with from 15 to 20 plenes each hitting JALUIT, MILLE, WOTJE
and TARCA.

BONEFISH reports that at 171023 GCT the 3 BB's, 1 CV, 3 CA's, 1 CL, plus
DD's, previously reported (summary 14 May) were still anchored in TAWI TAWI BAY.

Final report of casualties resulting from loss of 3 LCT's (summary 15 May)
lists 2 dead, 16 injured, 17 missing; of the 3 LCT's involved, 1 is being salvaged.

COLORADO, engaged in training activities, reported aground off west end of
KAHOOLAWE ISLAND at 1403 16 May; re-floated at 0231 17 May.

SoPac air forces flew over 100 sorties against the RABAUL Area on 15 May;
22 SBD's and TBF's, and an unspecified number of training B-24's attacked the
TOBERA Airfield; 48 fighter bombers hit installations in the vieinity of VUNAKANAU;
an unspecifiied number of bombers from GREEN ISLAND hit the RATAVAL supply area;
fighter patrols operated over RABAUL and JACQUINOT BAY. In the NEW IRELAND Area
27 SBD's and TBF's, escorted by 4 fighters, attacked gun positions end emmunition
dumpse In the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA Area, 30 SBD's end TBF's attacked enemy installe-
tions, concentrating against BONIS Airfield; fighter sweeps over the area were
flown by 34 fighter bombers; as on the two previous days, SBD's continued to spray
with diesel oil gardens being cultivated by Japanese troops.

The only report of land activity in the BOUGAINVILLE Area states that TORO-
KINA patrols cperating east of the perimeter located on 14 May 2 Jap hospital areas
containing an estimated 200-250 Jep bodiess

First pheses of the WAKDE ISLAND Operation were completed without opposition
and without casualties on 16 May with simultaneous landings on INSOEMANA ISLAND
(# mile S. of WAKDE) and at ARARA (on comst of NEW GUINEA opposite WAKDE). The
landing at ARARA was preceded by bombardment by 5 cruisers and by 10 DD's. Ele-
ments of the supporting eir forces hit SAWAR and SARMI. Command has pessed from

Attack Force to Landing Force Commander,
Fi
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On the night of 15-16 May and during 16 May, SWP air forces continued heavy
strikes in those areas which have received severe pounding for the past several
days. 34 B-24's concentrated against the 2 airfields and enemy installations on
BIAK ISLAND. 16 P-38's encountered 3 Oscar's over NOEMFOOR; the 3 Jap fighters
were shot down. 18 B-24's and 21 B-25's bombed the MAFFIN airstrip and gun posi-
tions in that vicinity. 25 B-24's with 23 B-25's hit WAKDE ISLAND resulting in
many fires; targets at ISOEMANI ISLAND were also hit during the same strike.
A-20's attacked bridges and coastal roads from BUT to WEWAK. 45 C-47's flew sup=-
plies to HOLLANDIA and 1l were routed to TADJI. On 15 May heavy units of the
6th Air Force bombed enemy installations on WOLEAI starting many fires; there was
no interception. ¢

G

17 May (Oshu date) 7

During the day and night of 16 May CenPac shore based aircraft continued
neutralization of enemy occupisd Atolls of the MARSHALLS and also delivered
strikes against NAURU, PONAPE and WAKE, 12 B-25's of 7th AF hit NAURU with 12
tons of bombs which were concentrated against AA positions, the east phosphate
plant, dispersal areas and against the power station; a large explosion and fire
resulted. 9 B-25's and 5 Navy photo Liberators bombed PONAPE; both airfields,
dock installations and PONAPE TOWN were hit; both airfields appeared operational;
the Navy Liberators hit buildings and the ramp in the seaplane base area. WAKE
was visited by 23 B-24's which dropped 54 tons on WILKES ISLAND and PEACOCK POINT;
lerge fires were observed,

A PB4Y search plane over TRUK on 16 May dropped 3 500-lb. bombs on a 500
ton AK; a direct hit and a straddle were obtained. 3 500=1b. bombs were dropped
on a 10,000 ton AQ; 1 direct hit was obtained. 12 ships were observed in the
harbor. The searcher continued to PULUWAT where 2 500-1lb. bombs were dropped on
the radio station. Both pilots were wounded, though they returned safely to their
base in the MARSHALLS.

SPEARFISH reports sinking 1 large AK and 1 medium AK with 5 torpedoes in
the area about 320 miles northeast of the BONINS.

SANDLANCE, operating off SAIPAN, reports sinking 5 Marus for a total of
29,000 tons.

POGY, operating south of HONSHU, reports sinking a Jap submarine on the
night of 29 April, outbound from FUKA SHIMA on course 135, She also damaged and
probably sank 2 medium Marus, 1 of which carried gasoline. She has aboard 5
prisoners taken from a sampan.

STEELHEAD, operating in EMPIRE waters, reports 1 trawler sunk with gunfire.

In the South Pacific, on 16 May, much air activity was reported, most of
which was concentrated against the RABAUL Area. 42 SBD's in conjunction with 43
fighter bombers attacked the runway end gun positions of VUNAKANAU Airfield and
other installations in the vicinity. 35 SBD's (6 equipped with rockets) and 12
TBF's struck LAKUNAI runway and attacked with rockets oil barges on the east side
of SIMPSON HARBOR., P=38's which strafed aelong ST. GEORGE CHANNEL received intense
and accurate automatic fire. TOBERA airfield was hit by 25 B-25's and RAPOPO by
3 training B-24's. Fighters and light bombers patrolled the RABAUL Area. In the
above operations we lost 1 SBD eand had 2 P-38's damaged.

1825
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leaving stores and personnel areas along the shore from MOKMER Airdrome to BOSNEK
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17 May (Oahu date - Cont'd)
J The KAVIENG Airfield was hit by 18 SBD's and 7 TBF's; gun positions in the
area were also attacksed. One heavy AA gun was destroyed by a direct hite

A PB4Y search plane over LAMOTREK TISLAND (120 miles E. WOLEAT) reports
destroying 6 float planes and damaging 3 others and setting fire to an oil dump.
One engine of the plane was shot out by AA fire,

Com3rdFleet reports laying a two-row minefield at the eastern entrance to
BUEKA PASSAGE.

GURNARD, operating south of' MINDANAO, reports an encounter with 2 DD's and
1 cruiser at 180010 GCT during a rain squall. Two hits were obtained on the
cruiser. Speed of convoy at time of attack was 23 knots; after the attack, the
ships departed at speed of 15 knots, course 180.

In the SWP Area on 17 May, 5 groups of heavy bombers struck BIAK ISLAND

in flames with tremendous explosions. An unspecified number of B=24's and A-20's
bombed and strafed WAKDE ISLAND in support of landing forces. Two groups of B-25's
attacked personnel areas at MAFFIN BAY; other B-24's, escorted by 15 British Beau-
fort's, heavily hit BORAM Airdrome. An unspecified number of A-20's attacked AA
positions at the DAGUA Airdrome, and hit AA positions, stores and personnel areas
at HANSA BAY. Usual fighter sweeps by P=39'g and P=47's were made along the north
coast of NEW GUINEA.

The second day of the HOLLANDIA Operation proceeded according to schedule
with landings on the Island being made by a shore-to=-shore movement from TOEM,
directly south on the NEW GUINEA Coast. Opposition was encountered. LCI gunboats
closed the beach and delivered effective rocket fire support. Our troops are
progressing across the Island airstrip, but are receiving enemy mortar fire and
some sniper fire. Total casualties thus far reported are 2 dead, 28 wounded.

Australian troops have reached a point 33 miles north of MADANG without
encountering oppositions. ( \g{m

18 May (Oshu date) ,///

CenPac shore based aircraft continued on 17 May the neutralization of enemy
occupied Atolls of the MARSHALLS with strikes against WOTJE, JALUIT and TAROA; the
weight of these strikes was directed against WOTJE. 5 B=-25's hit PONAPE on the
17th dropping 5 tons of bombs on JOKAJ ISLAND and on the new airfield. 18 B-24's
of the 7th Air Force struck WARKE on the 17th dropping 106 500-1be bombs on PEALE
and 240 100-1b. bombs on HEEL POINT with 80% effectiveness; 1 Liberator with 11
men aboard was shot down over the target in flames; 2 others received minor damage. |

|
|

57
CTFA170350 summarizes operations for the period 11=-15 May.

BILLFISH, while operating in vicinity of WOLEAI, reports having been nar-
rowly missed by bombs dropped from planes on a dark night; indications are that
attacking planes used radar. An investigation is underway to determine if the
planes were hostile. NEC| ASSIFIED
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18 May (Oahu date - Cont'd)

In the South Pacific, air strikes on 17 May against the RABAUL Area were
cancelled owing to unfavorable weather. Enemy installations on NEW IRELAND were
attacked by 28 SBD's and 3 TBF's, concentrated mainly along the southeast coast.
43 fighter bombers, 17 TBF's and 12 SBD's bombed enemy installations in southern
and southeastern BOUGAINVILLE. 10 F4U's conducted fighter sweeps along the
BOUGAINVILLE Coest.

ENGLAND (DE) reports almost certain kill in attack on enemy submarine at
190238 GCT, 150 miles east of BUKA PASSAGE; 3 hits in hedgehog attacks were made
on the second run at 100 feet and 1 hit on the fourth run at 270 feet; a terrific
explosion followed the last hit. Certain debris came to the surface; this in-
cluded a rubber bag of rice, a life jacket, a prayer mat, chopsticks and much wood
and cork.

ComSoPac reports that on 16 May our land patrols operating north of the
TOROKINA Perimeter encountered 50 Japs; rifle and 90-mm mortar fire wounded 3 of
our patrol, which withdrew as artillery fire was placed on Jap positions.

In the SWP Area, air forces continued heavy strikes against importent ob-
Jectives, Heavy bombers of the 13th AF struck BOSNEKs storage areas on BIAX
ISLAND, while B-24's from NEW GUINEA hit SORIDO VILLAGE on the same island;
neither interception nor AA fire was encountered. A-20's supported the WAKDE
ISLAND landing with bombing and strafing attacks against assigned targets.s One
squadron of B-24's, escorted by 2 squadrons of British Beauforts, rendsred the
BORAM airstrip unserviceable. 24 B-25's and 36 A-20's bombed and strafed the
coastal areas west of WEWAK, hitting OREP VILLAGE and coastal roads and bridges
in the area. A-20's also attacked gun positions and storage areas at HANSA BAY.
The usual fighter sweeps were made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA.

7 Liberator's made a pre-dawn strike against SURABAYA on 18 May (L) start-
ing fires and explosions; 1 enemy fighter was encountered in the air; 2 fires
were observed still burning from the carrier strike on the previous day (no
despatch has yet been received, but the carrier strike mentioned refers to one
made by a striking force from the Eastern Fleet comprising the SARATOGA and
ILLUSTRIOUS and other warships).

On 17 May, enemy aircraft dropped 15 bombs in the HOLLANDIA Area between
the CYCLOPS and the SENTANI Airfields; 2 men were wounded and slight material
damage resulted.

The third day of the WAKDE Operation progressed according to schedule. :
Landings were made at LIKI end NIROEMOAR ISLANDS (25 miles NW of WAKDE ISLAND);
ne enemy opposition was encountered and we suffered no cmsualties. Considerable
gunfire is still being encountered from the vicinity of the WAKDE Airstrip, the
edge of which is still held by the enemy. Supply echelons &re arriving WAKDE
Area on schedule,

CinCSWPA reports total of enemy known casualties to date in the AITAPE-
HOLLANDIA Ares to be 2,120 killed and 441 captured. A totel of 720 Japanese

prisoners have been recaptured.
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On 18 May CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy
occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 36 F4Us, 18 PVs and 3 PB2Ys dropped 20 tons
on WOTJE; 23 B-256s, 20 SBDs and 16 F6Fs hit TAROA with 40 tons; 14 tons were drop-
ped on MILLE by 6 PVs and 12 P-39s; JALUIT was hit by 2 PVs, 7 SBDs and 3 F6Fs
which dropped 7% tons.

- SEADRAGON returning from patrol and enroute MIDWAY from EMPIRE Waters
reports sinking with pgunfire an armed trawler NE of BONINS.

SoPac air forces on 18 May attacked targets in the RABAUL area and in NEW
IRELAND and BOUGAINVILLE. 18 SBDs and TBF, and 19 B-25s harassed the airfields
in the RABAUL vicinity and attacked gun positions and supply area at TALILI; 44
fighter bombers struck enemy instellations on MAKADA ISLAND (DUKE OF YORK Group) ;
8 New Zealand P-39s strafed along the north GAZELLE coest. In NEW IRELAND 28 SBDs
bombed coestal roads along the eastern coast and in the KAVIENG area; P-39s con-
ducted fighter sweeps along the coast. In the BOUGAINVILLE area 70 fighter bombers
and 5 SBDs attacked enemy installations; 2 TBFs continued to spray cultivated T
areas.

In SWP area on 18 May 12 A-20s escorted by 14 P-38s attacked shipping and
aireraft in the MANOKWART area; 1 large AK and 2 small AKs were sunk and 6 enemy
planes were destroyed. 174 sorties (27 B-25s, 70 A-20s, 59 P-38s, 18 Beauforts)
hit targets in the BOSNEK area of BIAK; bombing and strafing demolished buildings
and caused destruction throughout bivouac area including enemy headquarters. Dur=-
ing the night of 17-18 May an unspecified number of B-24s attacked targets on BIAK
ISLAND causing fires and explosions among storage areas along the shors. TRUK was |
hit by an unspecified number of B-24s from the 13th Air Force operating from MANUS.
The usual fighter sweeps were conducted along the north coast of NEW GUINEA.

HOE, operating in SWP area reports damaging 2 AKs on 8 May, obtaining 2 hits
on 2 others on 18 May and sinking 2 on 19 May.

The 4th day of the WAKDE operation proceeded favorably and according to
schedule. The enemy force on WAKDE has been mopped up; landings of personnel and
equipment on LIKI and MIROEMOAR ISLANDS have been completed without encountering
opposition or suffering casualties. Supply echelons continued to operate on
schedule,

CinC SWPA summarizes results of PT boat operations during the period 7-8
May through 17-18 May; these boats which operated from AITAPE and SAIDOR destroyed
18 barges.

Results of the carrier strike against SURABAYA by the combined American-
British carrier force (Eastern Fleet) at dawn on 17 May (L) were highly effective,
with the enemy being taken by surprise. Nine merchant ships and possibly one DD
were reported hit for a total of 35,000 tons; 2 floating drydocks were badly
damaged; the refinery at WONOKROMO and the BRAAT naval engineering works were
completely destroyed; 19 enemy plenes were destroyed on the ground and 2 in the
air; we lost 3 planes.

Pictures taken over HALMAHERA on 17 May show a total of 170 enemy aircraft
on 3 airfields.

- continued - l 9 2 r)
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In the North Pacific on 18 May 6 PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR exscuted
an armed reconnaissance mission over PARAMUSHIRU; large fires were started at
SURIBACHI and KURABU ZAKI airfields, and on TOMARI ZAKI ; 10 photographs of enemy
installations were obtained; all planes returned safely.

7
20 May (Oshu date) 7Y (__.-l_,l_du,

On 19 May CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy
occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS; strikes were also made against NAURU and PONAPE.
5 PVg and 24 F4Us hit WOTJE with 9 tons; 21 tons were dropped on TAROA by b6 PVs,
12 F6Fs and 5 PBYSAs; 6 SBDs and 12 F4Us hit MILLE with 3 tons; 2 PVs, 7 SBDs and
4 F6Fs dropped 43 tons on JALUIT.

Nine B-25s bombed PONAPE on 19 May dropping 36 500 1b bombs on the new
airfield.

Twelve B-26s hit NAURU on 19 May with 144 100 1b bombs being concentrated
against the power and phosphate plant areas; an explosion and several fires
resulted; AA fire was reported as accurate and intense and inflicted minor damage
to 4 planes.

STURGEON on lifeguard station off MARCUS reports et 210848 GCT 3 downed
airmen aboard; 1 officer and 2 enlisted men.

SoPac Air Forces on 19 May operated against the RABAUL and NEW IRELAND areas,

but with much less intensity than on previous operations. Except for bombing of

TOBERA by 3 B-24s and harassing strikes by an unspecified number of B-25s against
LAKUNAI, activity in the RABAUL area was limited to patrolling. In NEW IRELAND,

bridges and other installations were hit by 36 SBDs and TBFs escorted by 8 F4Us;

other activity was limited to patrolling.

19 May SWP Air Forces sent 11 B-24s against the KAMIRI Airdrome on NOEMFOOR
ISLAND; the runway and dispersal areas were bombed. Both airfields on BIAK ISLAND
were hit by 12 A-20s. The heaviest attack in the area was directed against enemy
concentrations at WEWAK and in the area west thereof; 2 groups of B-25s and 95
A-20s bombed and strafed. P-40s operated in close support of our ground troops in
repelling a hostile ground attack against the TOR RIVER beach head (WAKDE Area)
P-39s conducted fighter sweeps along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. C-47s flew
90 missions to HOLLANDIA. The airfield on WAKDE will be usable on 20 May.

BONEFISH reports that at 0700 21 May H(-8) the enemy force previously
reported was still anchored at TAWI TAWI in the channel east of SIMUNUL ISLAND;

the CV previously reported could not be positively identified. Also observed at
anchor were 2 fleet oilers and 3 DDs which entered the bay from the south on
19 May., Additional small craft were observed to be present.

Preliminary estimate of casualties in the WAKDE Operation lists 676 Japs
killed; our casualties: 16 killed, 2 missing, 83 wounded. |
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20 May (Oahu date) - continued -

In the North Pacific area on 19 May 7 PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR and one
B-24 from 11th Air Force bombed the central SHIMUSHU airport and HIGASHI TAKI;
large fires were observed. 8 photos of enemy installations were obtained,

( ‘l i 'yk_/
21 May (Oahu date)

At about 1518 (VW) 21 May, while handling ammunition in a nested LST in
WEST LOCH, an explosion occurred in LST 353 resulting in fire and total loss of
6 LST's; complete details are lacking. A preliminary survey indicates that ap=-
proximately 442 persons, including 21 civilians, were hospitalized.

CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy occupied
atolls of the MARSHALLS on 20 May with strikes against WOTJE (19 tons by 4 PV's,
30 F4U's and 3 PB2Y's) and against TARCA (21 tons by 7 PV's, 13 F6F's and 4
PBYSA's). PONAPE was also hit by 6 B-25's which dropped 6 tons.

The weight of SoPac air force strikes on 20 May was concentrated ageainst
southern and southeastern BOUGAINVILLE; 30 B-25's, 31 SBD's and TBF's and 74
fighter bombers attacked AA positions and bivousc and storage areass 2 SBD'e
continued to spray cultivated areas. 1In the RABAUL Area 3 B-24's, 44 SBD's and
TBF's and 36 fighter bombers bombed VUNAKANAU Airfield and the vicinity thereof,
4 B-25's heckled KAVIENG.

On 20 May, SWP air forces continued to hit the KAMIRI Airdrome on NOEMFOOR
ISLAND and the airfields on BIAK ISLAND. 12 A-20's, escorted by P-38's, strafed
the KAMIRI Airdrome, destroying 7 enemy planes and dameging 6 to 8 others, and
firing fuel dumps. 34 B-24's dropped 34 tons on BIAK ISLAND. Two groups of B-25's|
with 556 A-20's, escorted by 2 squadrons of Beauforts and 1 group of P-38's, at-
tacked troop concentrations in the BUT and WEWAK Area.

An unspecified number of B-24's from 13th AF struck PARAM and MOEN ISLANDS
of TRUK ATOLL; 35 to 40 enemy planes intercepted; we lost 1 bomber.

)
, O
22 May (Oshu date) _ 67ft7/ e g

On 21 May CenPac shore based aircraft made a coordinated concentrated
aerial assault by Army, Navy and Marine aircraft against WOTJE ATOLL. 217 sorties
were flown during the period 211924 GOT to 220230 GCT. A total of 230 tons of
bombs were dropped and observations by members of TF 59 staff indicate results
as 70% effective. Heavy AA fire was reported as meager and inaccurate; automatic
fire was meager with varied accuracy. 10 planes received minor damage and two
crewmen were injured. Enroute to the staging base, 16 F4U's hit MILLE with 8
tons, concentrated against the radio station area with unobserved results.

Four photo planes from Fleet Air Wing TWO, with an escort of 9 B-24's, com-
pleted a special photographic mission of ROTA ISLAND. Bombs were dropped on the
runway. No enemy aircraft were observed and no AA fire was received.

CINCPOA 230321 summarizes report after preliminary investigation damage
resulting from explosions of LST's at WEST LOCH on 21 May.

-~ Continued = 1930




™

O

DECLASSIFIED ‘
] € A Authority: EO 12958, as amended |

HQ USEUCOM |
22 May (Oahu date - Cont'd)

SAWFISH, operating in EMPIRE waters, reports at 220847 GCT sinking a modium|
AK with 2 Mk, 14 hits; two cases of chicken pox are aboard.

POLLACK, operating in the BONINS Area, reports sinking 1 DD and damaging
1 AK on 22 May; Ensign Holland reported as sick aboard since 19 May with symptoms
indicative of spinal meningitis.

FENNO Wolfpack (PICUDA, PETO, PERCH) operating east of FORMOSA, reports
sinking a passenger freighter on 21 May.

SoPac air forces on night of 20-21 May harassed the RABAUL Airfields with
4 B-25's, and during the day of 21 May patrolled the same area with 4 F4U's. 24
SBD's and TBF's, accompanied by 44 fighter bombers, pounded gun positions and
supply areas at TALILI dropping 12 tons of bombs and 45 incendiary clusters.
The northern tip of NEW IRELAND was bombed by 30 SBD's and TBF's escorted by 14
F4U's, 1 TBF and 44 P-39's hit the BONIS supply area and bridges in the vicinity
of KIETA.

Com3rdFleet reports probable sinking by a destroyer of enemy submarine
in the area about 180 miles northeast of MANUS.

On 21 May, SWP air forces attacked personnel and storage areas at MANCKWARI,
employing 11 B=24's in a pre-dawn attack,. -

A heavy attack against the airfields on BIAK ISLAND was made by 56 B=-24's;
SORIDO VILILAGE and storage areas along the south shore were also hit; 150 tons of
bombs left the areas covered with smoke and dust and a fuel dump burning. In-
tensive strafing and low level bombing attacks continued against enemy troop con=-
centrations in the WEWAK, BUT and DAG/JA Areas; B=-25's, A-20's, P=38's and P-47's |
participateds Enemy installations in the SEPIK RIVER area were also attacked by |
A-20's, C(C=47's flew a total of 93 missions and supplied our forces in the HOL=-
LANDIA and WEWAK Areas., A bomber strike was made against BABO, but reports of

the strike have not yet been received, P
% \ \/'“

23 May (Oshu date)

Ma jor strikes of CenPac shore based aircraft on 22 May were cancelled
because of unfavorable weather. Activity was limited to the strike on PONAPE by
8 B-258 which dropped 16 500-1b bombs on JOKAJ ISLAND gun positions. 5 photo
Liberators of Fleet Air Wing TWO photographed both airfields on PONAPE; good
photo coverage wes obtained and 45 100-1b bombs were dropped on the airfields.
A single search plane dropped 3 1000-1b and 2 100-1b bombs on the radio weather
station at PULUWAT ISLAND; direct hits were obtained and the housing area destroy-
eds

BURRFISH, operating in EMPIRE Waters reports at 231437 GCT one medium AQO |
sunk with 3 hits.

SKATE, operating in BONINS area reports at 241333 GCT one sampan sunk and
3 prisoners recovered.
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SoPac air forces on 22 May flew 131 sorties against the RABAUIL area
concentrating against TOBERA airfield and against enemy installations and gun
positions in the RABAUL area; fighter-bombers, light and medium bombers, and 2
B-24s participated. P-39s conducted barge sweeps and 4 B-25s harassed RABAUL
during the night. Enemy installations in BOUGATNVILLE were attacked by 59 fighter
bombers. 2 TBFs and 2 P=-39s bombed a small island off KAVIENG.

Operations of SWP air forces were hampered on 22 May by unfavorable
weather. An unspecified number of A-20s bombed and strafed both airfields on
BIAK ISLAND. 3 B=-24s from 13th Air Force bombed MANOKWARI. 2 B-24s and three
squadrons of A-20s bhombed personnel and storage areas at HANSA BAY. P=40s
attacked enemy bivouac areas at ARZO Village (South of HOLLANDIA).

RATON (SWP area) operating east of SINGAPORE reports attacking on 22 May
a convoy consisting of 3 large APs and 4 large DDs; 1 DD was sunk and 1 AP was
damaged.

In the North Pacific on 23 May 5 PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR took off
for the KURILES; 1 plane crashed and exploded after take off; 3 failed to reach
the target; the remaining plene dropped 2 500-1b bombs and 1 incendiary cluster
over Central SHIMUSHU. 2 B-26s from 1lth Air Force sank a 140-ft picket boat
in position about 75 miles east of PARAMUSHIRU. A delayed report states that
on 22 May 3 of 6 starting PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR bombed Central SHIMUSHU
and PARAMUSHIRU by rader through overcast with unobserved results. Each plane
dropped 2 500-1b bombs and 1 incendiary cluster; 3 planes failed to reach the
target, though all planes returned safely.

24 May (Oahu date) .

Results MARCUS strike on 19 and 20 May by TG 58.6 (ESSEX, WASP, SAN
JACINTO with BALTIMORE, CANBERRA and BOSTON, DesRon 52 and DesDiv 92): 373 sorties
over target dropped 148 tons, destroying an estimated 15% of the buildings, in-
cluding possible water distillation plent; 1 AA position and 1 ammunition dump
were destroyed, and loose stores and 3 revetments were damaged. One Betty was
shot down and 1 inoperational twin motored plane was damaged on the ground; no
other enemy aircraft were seen. One armed AK was left burning and sinking 56
miles north of MARCUS; 1 armed patrol boat was left sinking 375 miles north of
MARCUS. Our combat losses were 2 F6F's and 2 SB2C's, and 2 pilots and 1 crewman.
Low clouds and poor visibility affected bombing performance and in some cases
prevented aircraft from reaching targets

Results WAKE strike 23 May by TG 58.6: 354 sorties over target dropped
148 tons, burning out a fuel tank, destroying 20 buildings, and damsging 12 build-
inge and 2 revetments; an observation tower was knocked over; 4 to 6 earth covered
dunps were hit without visible damage. No enemy aircraft were seen. We had no
combat losses; our opsrational losses were 1 SB2C and 1 VFN, and 1 pilot.

On 23 May CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy
occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS Wlth strikes against WOTJE (43 sorties, 11 tons)
and apgainst JALUIT (23 sortles, 22% tons). PONAPE was also hit by 3 B-24's and
5 F6F's which dropped 5% tons on the ore plant and radio station.

- Continued -
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24 May (Oahu date) =- Cont'd -

FENNO Wolfpack (PICUDA, PERCH, PETO) reports PERCH scored 4 hits on
unidentified ship on night of 23 May. Also reports PICUDA sank the passenger
freighter previously reported (summary 22 May).

On 23 May South Pacific air forces hit gun positions and other enemy
installations in the RABAUL Area with 66 tons employing 41 SBD's and TBF's, 22
B-25's and 19 fighter bombsrse. 24 F4U's blockaded RABAUL during the day; pilots
reported repairs being made to runways at TOBERA and VUNAKANAU. 51 fighter bom-
bers hit targets in the BOUGAINVILLE-BUEA Area, including the airfield at BUKA.

Our ground patrols operating north of the TOROKINA Perimeter on 23 May
destroyed a large enemy ammunition dump; 70 enemy bodies were found and the bodies
of 500 others interred.

BASHAW (SWP Area), operating southeast of PALAU, reports sinking 1 60-ton
trewler and damaging 1 Maru and 3 trawlers.

On 23 May, SWP air forces hit NOEMFCOR airfields with an unspecified num-
ber of A-20's, escorted by P-38's; 11 enemy aircraft were destroyed and 4 others
damaged; 3 fuel dumps were fired and 1 barge and 3 motor wvehicles destroyed. For
the second successive day unfavorable weather caused cancellation of scheduled
strikes against BIAK ISLAND. Our ground force operations in the NEW GUINEA Area
south of WAKDE were supported by P-40's and 100 medium and attack bombers and 47
P-38's. The HANSA BAY Area was attacked by P-39's which started a large fire.
C-47's completed 43 missions to WAKDE ISLAND end 46 to HOLLANDIA. 4 B-25's hit
the east coast of SOEMBA ISLAND and the northeast coast of TANIMBAR ISLAND.

CinCSWPA reports that our ground forces operating in the WADKE-SARMI
Area have crossed the TOR RIVER and are advancing toward a partially constructed
airfield in the MAFFIN BAY Area. In the HOLLANDIAArea only demoralized enemy
remnants have been contacted; patrols have found many dead bodies and natives
report that other trails are littered with dead bodies; cause of death is appar-
ently starvation. In the WEWAK-HANSA BAY Area our ground patrols report sharp
clashes with enemy units west of the DANDRIWAD RIVER (25 miles east of AITAPE).

25 May (Oahu date) d""_.tl"r\./

CominCh and CNO 251326 (pink) states shipping requirements to mount end
support STALEMATE based on target date of 8 September will be met.

CTF 57 220300 summarizes operations 16-21 May.

SoPac air forces on 24 May hit LAKUNAI and RAPOPO Areas with 3 B-24'sg
and 8 P-38's, dropping 18 tons. 12 B-25's hit the TALILI supply area with 144
100~1b. bombs. The KAVIENG airfield and gun positions in the vicinity were
hit by 30 SBD's and 4 TBF's which placed 19 bombs on the runway; a total of 19
tons were dropped. In the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA Areas, gun positions and other
enemy installations were hit by 30 S5BD's, 10 TBF's and 36 fighter bombers,
Photos show all enemy airfields in the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO to be unserviceable,
except VUNAKANAU, TOBERA end LAKUNAI (RABAUL Area).
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SWP air force's major strikes were apgain cancelled on 24 May because of
unfavorable weather., B=-24's from 13th AF (MANUS) bombed the BOSNEK Airfield
on BTAK ISLANDs 3 B-24's from the same force hit MANOKWARI during the night,
and 2 B-24's hit the MAFFIN BAY Area. Gun positions, and personnel and storage
areas in the BUT=-BORAM Sector were attacked by 24 B-25's, 68 A-20's and 48
fighters, (-47's flew 30 missions to WAKDE ISLAND, and 50 to HOLLANDIA.

Observer's report on 23 May shows in TAWI TAWI Anchorage 40 warships and
medium AK's, plus 6 CV's (probably including 1 CVL); 10 BB's/CA's (probably 3
BB's, 7 CA's); 1 large AO present.

CinCSWPA reports total enemy casualties in the AITAPE-HOLLANDIA Area to
be 3,222 dead.

In the North Pacific, 4 of 6 starting PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR
bombed Central SHIMUSHU on 24 May; 1 large and several small fires were ob=-
served; photographs were obtained; all planes returned safely,

6«( MY L/

. "/ X —
On 24 May CenPac shore based aircraft made strikes against MILLE (6 tons
by 12 F4Us), JALUIT (163 tons by 10 B-25s, 7 SBDs, 3 F6Fs, 2 PVs), WOTJE (30tons
by 38 F4Us, 7 PVs, 7 SBDs, 11 B-25s), and PONAPE (7.6 tons by 9 B-26s). On 25
May the above objectives, with the execption of MILLE were egain hit with ap-
proximately the same force and tonnage.

26 May (Oahu date)

PERMIT reports sinking 1 of 2 enemy submarines leaving OTTA PASS (TRUK)
with mark 14 torpedo. Also reports finding Japenese rubber raft with chart
showing search sectors from TRUK along medians 070 end 110 for 350 miles.

PIN
Marshall 242030é d?gcusses command situation of Army Forces in the
Pacific Oceen Aresas.

During prectice firing the THATCHER (DD 514) #3 gun fired into 40-mm
mount killing 5 and seriously injuring 9. The materiel damage will be repaired
by the CASCADE (AD 16). 1In progress is en investigation which was ordered by
ComBatPac. A preliminary end incomplete report indicates firing cut-outs
function at 008 and 310 instead of 030 and 330.

On the night of 24-25 May four pairs of Marine Mitchells continued to
harass RABAUL. On the 25th unfavorable weather restricted air activities in
RABAUL ares, the activities being limited to a strike by 12 B-25s against the
TALILI supply areas; 144 100-1b bombs started 1 large and many smaller fires.

12 other Mitchells and 34 fighters, being unable to penetrate the weather front
blocking RABAUL, bombed BUGAINVILLE targets. Fighter sweeps were made along the
coasts of NEW IRELAND, BUKA and BUGAINVILLE.

ComCortDiv 40 reports that at 2323 L(-11) 26 May the ENGLAND (DE 635)
assisted by the GEORGE (DE 697) sank a Japanese submarine in position 00-36 S,
148-24 E (NE of MANUS).
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26 May (Oshu date) - continued -

SWP Air Forces continued heavy attacks against enemy forces in the BUT-
BORAM area; 1 group of B-26s, 2 groups of A-20s and 8 P=47s bombed and strafed
storege and personnel areas and roads. B-24s from 13th Air Force bombed SORIDO
airfield on BIAK ISLAND and hit installations along the south shore; explosions
and fires resulted. 3 British Beauforts made a night attack against the WEWAK
airstrip starting fires. An umspecified number of B-206s bombed enemy installations
at MIOBO in AROE Islands on 26 May; Allied air forces supported the landing on
BIAK ISLAND end report no enemy air reection.

LAPON reports sinking 2 large AKs and demaging 1 large AK due north of
NATUNA ISLANDS (N.E.I.).

The assault by SWP Amphibious Forces against BIAK ISLAND was initiated
early 27 May (East longitude date) and at midday the operation was proceeding
according to schedule. The landing was accomplished in the face of enemy mortar
fire. The LCTs mede wet landings 200 yards from the beach. DUKWs and vehicles
were discharged from the LSTs at 0715 K(-10). CG Landing Force assumed commend
at 0930 K. During the initial bombardment the HUTCHINS sustained a 5" shell hit;
the foremast was cut half through and the shell penetrated 4 feet of the main
deck; radars were decommissioned; 3 men were injured.

In the North Pacific on 25 May 1 PV from Fleet Air Wing FOUR flew en armed
reconnaissance mission over central SHIMUSHU; 5 planes took off, but 2 returned |
due to mechanical difficulty, and 2 due to unfavorable weather; all returned
safely. One of 2 starting B-24s of 1lth AF bombed MATSUWA, 1 Liberator turned
back because of engine trouble; both returned safely. S

27 May (Oehu date) Y —7

ASPRO, operating northwest of PATAU, reports sinking 2 AK's on 14-15 May.

CominCh 251859 (pink) raises 3 major points with respect to possible fleet
engagements during FORAGER.

CinCPac 272136 (pink) replies to foregoing despatchs.

CominCh and CNO 251156 (pink) assumes submarine deployment in TAWI TAWI
Area sufficient to exploit any sorties attempted by Japanese Fleet during FORAGER.

CinCSWPA via Com7thFleet 280121 (pink) replies to the foregoing despatch.

On 28 May the weight of strikes by SoPac air forces was directed against
the RABAUL Aree with 207 sorties dropping 92 tons of 100-lb. and 1000-1lb. bombs on
AA positions and other enemy installations; TOBERA Airfield was also hit with 13
tons by 4 B-24's which obtained 4 hits on the runway. 66 fighter bombers bombed
enemy installations in the BOUGAINVILLE Area. Night patrols continued to harass
RABAUL; they also operated over NEW IRELAND and northern BOUGAINVILLE.

On 26 May, 81 B-24's escorted by 2 squadrons of P-38's, dropped 238 tons of
bombe on enemy installations and gun positions during the landing operations at
BIAK ISLAND. Tergets on the Island were also bombed by B-24's from the 13th AF
prior to the landings. As our ground troops on BIAX moved westward along the

= Continued = 1_8:?:
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27 May (0Oahu date - Cont'd
2L Ry

south shore, several squadrons of A-20's attacked enemy gun positions at the MOKMER
Airdrome and the nearby jetty. As our landing craft moved in to the beach, an um-
brella cover was provided by P-47's. Of several intercepting Jap fighters, 4 were
definitely destroyed. During the afternoon of the initial landing, 12 Helen's at-
tacked our shipping off BIAK; 4 were shot down; 1 crashed on SC 699 setting the |
ship on fire; the ship was abandoned byt at lest report was still afloat; casualties
on the §C were 9 burned, 4 seriously. The BUT-BORAM Area was again pounded heavily |
by a strike executed by 18 B-25's and 56 A-20's; P-47's also strafed the BUT and
WEWAK Areas. The A-20's returning from BIAK bombed targets along the MOEWAR RIVER
west of MAFFIN BAY; several villages in the same area were also hit. 12 Mitchell's
attacked village8 in north central TIMOR and 10 other Mitchell's hit BABO.

PARGO (SWP Area), operating west of the PHILIPPINES, reports sinking 1 AK
(2101) and demaging 1 AK (3168) and 1 A0 (10,052).

CARRILLA (SWPArea), operating in CELEBES SEA, east of BORNEO, reports damag-
ing 1 airplane tender with 1 hit for 6 fired, and sinking 1 DD, 12 rd
]

Latest reports indicate that the BIAK Operation progresses satisfactorily
and according to schedule. In the WAKDE Area our forces advanced to the westward
through MAFFIN VILLAGE: during this advance 225 Japs were killed; total Jap casual-
ties in this area stand at 1135 killed and 6 captured.

28 Uay (Oshu date) JV fl”/“

CenPac shore based aireraft continued neutralization of enemy occupied atolls
of the MARSHALLS with strikes against WOTJE (7 tons by 7 F4U's, 4 F6F's, 7 SBD's),
JALUIT (45 tons by 45 B-25's), and MILLE (5 tons by 4 F6F's, 8 SBD's). 9 B-25's
also strafed enemy installations on PONAPE and PAKIN ISLANDS.

Richardson 280842Z (pink) replies to Marshall 242030Z (pink); subject per-
tains to command situation of Army forces in the Pacific Ocean Areas.

On 27 May SoPac air forces employing heavy, medium, and light bombers, and
fighters made 143 sorties against targets in the RABAUL Area dropping a total of
123 tons of bombs; the weight of the strikes was directed against the LAKUNAI and
TOBERA Areas with a lesser weight being directed against the VANUKANAU Area; our
logsses were 1 TBF and 1 SBD destroyed, and 1 F4U and 1 TBF demagede An unspecified’
number of fighter bombers hit enemy installations on BOUGAINVILLE.

On 27 May SWP air forces continued to pound enemy concentrations in the WE-
WAK Area and to the west thereof, employing B-25's, A-20's and P-47's; and to hit
personnel and storage areas at SARMI with A-20's, Fighter sweeps were made in the
HANSA BAY Area. Fighters and A-20's provided close support for our ground forces
on BIAK ISLAND, and B-25's clogely supported our ground forces in the MAFFIN BAY
Area. Heavy bombers hit enemy buildings on JAPEN ISLAND, and bombed the RANSIKI
Airfield on VOGELKOP, and the two airfields on NOEMFOOR ISLAND. B=24's from the
13th AF harassed WOLEAI and 3 islands of the TRUK ATCLL. 9 B=-24's staged from
DARWIN bombed BOELA on CERAM ISLAND. (-47's flew 50 supply missions to HOLLANDIA,
186 to WAKDE, 8 to MARAUKE.

On D plus 1 two DD's rendered close fire support to our ground forces on
BIAK ISLAND, who were overcoming Jep resistance at the eastern edge of MOKMER

= Continued - 1 QTQF



F oy ™ DECLASSIFIED [
e Authority: EO 12958, as amended
—— 3 USEUCOM
28 May (Oahu date ~ Cont'd)

Airdrome., Three DD's bombarded BIAK early morning of D plus 2. The STOCKTON

(DD 646) received 1 4-inch or 5-inch shell hit causing slight material damage,
with casualties of 1 killed and 1 wounded; PT 339 beached and was destroyed by
our own gunfire without casualties. On the evening of 26 May 1 Jap plane dropped
bombs on WAEDE killing 6 and seriously wounding 5.

The initial landing on BIAK ISLAND was made at BOSWEK by the 162 Infantry
and 186th Infantry Regiments of the 4lst Division. The movement westward toward
MOKMER Airdrome proceeded with slight opposition. At BOSNEK the Landing Force
captured two 6-inch guns, four 5-inch guns, and two 3-inch guns. Numerous reports
from natives indicate that the Japanese position in the HOLLANDIA-WEWAK Aree is
desperate, that the enemy's morale is severely shaken, that the force is disinte-
grating into small detachments, and that all are critically short of food. In the
area approximately 5 miles southwest of the exit from LAKE SENTAVI our ground
patrols found 300 dead Japs who apparently had suffered death from starvation.

29 May (Cahu date) {F(‘-"" fV

CenPac shore based aircraft on 27 May continued with strikes against PONAPE
where hangar, barracks, and warehouse ereas, and both airfields, were severely
pounded by 24 B=24's and 52 B-25's which dropped 101 tons of bombs and incendiar-
ies; egainst WOTJE where 50% tone of bombs were dropped on the major islands of
the atoll by 46 SBD's, 107 F4U's, 7 F6F's, and 1 PV; against JALUIT where 7 PV's
dropped 7% tons on EMIDJ; and against MILLE where 15 F4U's dropped 7% tons of bombs
in the barrecks area. Two F4U's returning to MAJURO collided in mid-air in the
traffic circle; both pilots were presumably lost. On the following dey (28 May)
strikes were continued against WOTJE (by 12 SBD's, 23 F4U's, 2 PV's), JALUIT (29 |
B-26's), MILLE (13 B-25's, 6 TBF's, 12 F4U's), and TAROA (6 SBD's, 4 F6F's),

8 photographic planes accompanied by 14 B-24's staged from ENIWETCOE completed|
a successful photographic mission of SAIPAN on 28 Mey. Of 12 intercepting fightere|
2 were probably destroyed and 2 damaped. Sighted in TANAPAG HARBOR were one pos=
sible BB, 2 CL's, 8 AK's, and 6 seaplanes; at ALISTO Field were 25 VI''s, and 12
VB(M)'s. One B-24 was shot down 40 miles east of SAIPAN with the loss of 4 offi-
cers and 6 enlisted men; 2 parachuting crew members were strafed by an enemy
fighter.

CTF 57 270320 summarizes operations 22-26 May.
SILVERSIDES, operating in the MARTANAS, gives results previously unreported:

4 ghips sunk, one probebly sunk, and 2 damaged (types unstated). At 300600 GCT
she wes chasing a convoy at 16=10 N, 144-45 E (NW of SAIPAN), couvrse 310, speed 8.

PERCH, operating east of FORMOSA, reports at 301036 GCT obtaining 4 probable
hits from 6 Mark 14's fired at target that appeared to be a diesel tanker.

CABRILLA
: reports at 301122 GCT one each NAGATO, FUSO,

KONGO Clﬁis EE: and % other BB's, plus smaller craft, departed southern SIBUTU
STRATIT %ﬁooe——m, course 160, high speed; no carriers were sighted, but

were believed to be present, Originator is searching toward DAVAO; both peri-
gecopes are demaged.

(Continued) 1,9;??
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On 28 May SoPec air forces made 101 sorties against gun positions and other
enemy installatione in the RAPAUL Area. 40 sorties hit enemy targets on BOUGAIN=-
VILLEs 6 TBF's continued destruction of enemy's cultivated areas.

On 28 May (D plus 2) our ground forces on BIAK were held up by enemy oppo-
sition east of MOKMER Airdrome; 29 B-24's dropped 80 tons of bombs on enemy posi-
tions in the MOKMER Area; A-20's and B-26's rendered continuous support. Enemy air
action in the area was limited to attacks by groups of 2 to 3 fighters; 2 were shot
down by ships' gunfire, one by ground AA fire, and 3 by our fighters.

One group of B-25's again struck BABO, burning one fuel dump and starting
other fires. Medium bombers and fighters struck Jap zun positions in the WEWAK
Areas B-24's from 13th AF bombed SATAWAN ISLAND; details are unreported. 23 B-24'i
on 27 May hit WOLEAI; 2 large oil fires were started and 2 enemy planes were desroy
ede Fighter sweeps were mede against the HANSA BAY Area.

In the North Pacific on 27 May 5 PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR made an armed
reconnaissance over the KURILES: solid overcast prevented observation of results,

30 May (Oahu date) ;7‘+¢, Crar-

CTF 57 reports that native scouts were landed on MALOELAP and interviewed
natives. They report Jap garrison strength to be 2000 (mostly navy) and 500
Koreans; these were concentrated at TAROA and REUTER ISLANDS. The air bombing
end surface bombardment have inflicted an estimated 2500 casualties; all above
ground installations except mobile artillery have been destroyed. They report
native food only available and scarce; water is adequate. The natives did not
know of our occupation of the MARSHALLS. .Jap morale was reported as still good
and that they are expecting help.

TAMBOR reports sinking 1 6500-ton diesel freighter with two hits NW of the
MARTANAS; she states that a radar equipped DD and radar equipped planes foiled a
night attack on 2 Maru's on 27 May. Air patrols were active in the wicinity of
the MARTANAS.

Additional submarine reports of sightings of Japanese Warships have been
received, and are summarized chronologically as follows (all times H(-8)):

(1) 1400,30 May, by CABRILLA: 1 each XONGO, NAGATO, FUSO, and possibly 3
other BB's, departed S SIBUTU (near TAWI TAWI), course 160, high speed.
. (2) 1500, 30 May, by BLUEFISH:1 BB, 4 CA's, 3 DD's posit 04-40 N, 120-08 E
(43 miles E of 5 SIBUTU, 43 miles S of E TAWI TAWI), course 090, speed 19.

(3) Dawn, 31 May, by BLUEFISH: In TAWI TAWI BAY were 3 CV's, 2 BB's, 2 CA's,
2 large unidentified warships, and other smaller craft; believes 1 additional
carrier possibly present.

(4) 1025, 31 May, by GURNARD: 3 BB's with unidentified screen posit 5-19 N,
125-40E (15 miles SE of SARANGANT) course 050, speed 18.

(5) 1200, 31 May, by RAY: 1 YAMASHIRO BB, 3 DD's, 2 CL's (unidentified, but
not YUBARI or KATORI Class) passing 10 miles S of SARANGANI, course 060, speed 19,

(6) 1200-1600, 31 May, by PUFFER: Over 100 carrier aircraft forming up in
vicinity of TAWI TAWI; indicates sortie by at least & CV's.
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CominCh & CNO 192206 redesignates amphibious forces of the Pacific Fleet and
assigns commanders.

On 29 May SBD's and TBF's dropped 31 tons of bombs on the KAVIENG runway,
rendering the field unserviceable; intense, accurate AA fire shot down 3 SBD's
and damaged 1 TBF; 2 pilots and 1 gunner were rescued. 23 B-25's hit TOBERA with
276 100-1b. bombs; results were unobserved. 43 fighter bombers started fires in
TALILI supply area with 54 500-1b. bombs. 41 fighter bombers struck enemy instal-
lations along the northern and eastern coasts of BOUGAINVILLE and bombed the BUKA
airstrip. During the night 3 B-25's heckled RABAUL, though major strikes against
the town were weathered out.

ComSoPac reports the landing of a reconnaissance party on TINGWON ISLAND
(W of NEW HANOVER ISLAND). The party recovered several machine guns, and destroyed
Jap mortar ammunition and 20 drums of gasoline; no enemy were encountered.

Unfavorable weather on 29 May prevented air support of our ground forces on
BIAK ISLAND. On the night of 28-29 May TRUK and WOLEAI were bombed by B-24's
from the 13th AF's Neither interception nor AA fire was encountered. B-24's, A-20's
and B-25's hit the WEWAK Area bombing enemy installations and gumn positionse. The
SARMI and MAFFIN BAY Areas were attacked by A-20's and B-25's. P-39's made fighter
sweeps over the HANSA BAY Area. C-47's flew 69 missions to HOLLANDIA and 13 to
WAKDE. 11 B-25's bombed TIMOEKA airstrip (SW NEW GUINEA), silencing AA fire; the
strip was bslieved to be serviceable,

Our ground forces continued to meet resistance along the eastern adge of
MOKMER Airdrome which is covered by enemy shore defensive guns and mortars. The
162nd Infantry on the west flank was still heavily engaged with a force astimated
as 1 Infantry Battalion reinforced with tanks and naval guns.

In the MAFFIN BAY Area fighting continues against an enemy force SE of the
MAFFIN airstrip. 75 of the enemy attacked our perimeter near TOEM; 53 were killed.
Total enemy casualties in the MAFFIN BAY-SARMI Area stands at 1,329 killed 6 cap-
tured; an estimated 2000-3000 enemy remain in the area.

Enemy movements continue westward from WEWAK.

In the North Pacific on 29 May 2 B-24's from the 1lth AF end 5 PV's from
Fleet Air Wing FOUR made an armed reconnaissance over MATSUWA, SHIMUSHU, and
HASHIWABARA; bombs were dropped but results were unobserved owing to overcast.

e

31 May (Oahu date) V)

CenPac shore based aireraft sontinued on 29 WMay with strikes against MALOELAP
(10 ton by 8 F6F's, 14 SBD'S), MILLE (4 tons by 7 F4U's, 7 SBD), WOTJE (3 tons by
24 P4U's, 12 SBD's, 3 PV's). Two B-24's obtained partial photographic coverage
of WOTJE, MILLE and JALUIT.

The airfield on ENGEBI ISLAND (ENIWETOK) is named WIGLEY FIELD in honor of the
late Lieutenant Colonel Ray Clark Wigley, 0-337221, AUS. Lt. Col. Wigley was former
Commanding Officer, 531st Fighter Bombardment Squadron; he was killed in action 18
January 1944 while leading his squadron onDECﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ)mission over JALUIT ATOLL.

f Authority: EQ 12958, as amended
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31 May (Oshu date - Cont'd) 10 USEUCOM

The SS HENRY BERGH, enroute from PEARL to SAN FRANCISCO, encountered fog
and grounded SE of FARALLON ISLANDS at 1205 GCT 31 May. 1,216 passengers were
aboard. Rescue and salvage operations are in progress. All crewmen and passengers
have been removed except the Captain and 14 men.

A South Pacific search plane reports 3 DD's in position 05-10 N, 152-42 E,
course 170, speed 20 (150 miles SSW of TRUK)eDesDivi4l (4 DD) has been despatched
to intercepting position on Equator at 154 E.

A summary of results of South Pacific anti-submarine operations in the area
generally NE of MANUS during the period 20-26 May lists 3 enemy submarines as prob-
ably destroyed, 1 damaged, end 1 attacked. On 30 May an additional enemy submarine
was believed to have been sunk.

SOPAC air forces on 30 May mede 100 sorties sgainst the RABAUL Sector concen-
trating against supply areas; fighter bombers, TBF's, SBD's, PV's, and Army and
Marine Mitchell's participated; 1 TEF was shot down by AA fire over TALILI; pilots
reported observing several small parachutes released by bursting AA shell at 4,000
feets F4U's continued to harass KAVIENG. 36 F4U's returning from RABAUL attacked
barges along the BOUGAINVILLE Coamste

On 29 May 1 of our Infantry Battalions landed on the north bank of the
TEKESSI RIVER (15 miles SE of TORCKINA RIVER); they secured a position in which one
of our artillery battalions emplaced their guns.

RAY reports sighting 1 CA (AOBA Class) and 1 CL (WATORI Cless) at 1300 H(-8)
1 June in position 5-40 N, 125-49 E, course 020, speed 18, (S of DAVAO GULF).

On 30 May SWP air forces bombed and strafed BABO with 3 squadrons of B-25's;
fires were started among buildings on taxiways end in fuel dumps; 15 enemy fighters
intercepted, but results of interception were unreported. An unspecified mmber of
B=24's bombed CAPE MOEN. B-25's and A-20's continued to give close support to our
ground forces on BIAK, and medium bombers closely supported our forces in the MAFFIN
BAY Area. P=39's and Beauforts bombed and strafed WEWAX and HANSA BAY Areas. On
29 and 30 May B-24's from the 13th AF hit WOLEAI; neither interception nor AA fire
was encountered. On the night of 29-30 May 1 enemy plane bombed WAKDE without in-
flicting damage. A~20's and P=38's attacked RANSIKI, south of MANTKWORI.

In the North Pacific on 30 May 4 PV'e from Fleet Air Wing FOUR carried out an
armed reconnaissance over SHIMUSHU; solid overcast obscured results and prevented
photographings Two B-256's attacked picket boats about 150 miles ESE of PARAMUSHIRU;
1 picket boat was sunk and 1 damaged; 1 B-25 was seriously damaged.

/
U /
]
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1 June (Oahu date)

Activities of CenPac shore based aircraft on 30 May included strikes
against PONAPE, TRUK, WAKE and enemy occupied atolls of the MARSHALLS. 10 B-25s
hit PONAPE with 8 tons concentrated against the new airfieldsand gun positions on
JOKAJ ISLAND. 7 B=24s dropped 12 tons on 3 islands of the TRUK Atoll. 18 B=-24s
hit WAKE with 42 tons concentrated on WILKES ISLAND, PEACOCK and HEEL POINT. The
other objectives included WOTJE (4 F6Fs, 32 F4Us, 19 SBDs, 2 PVs) and TAROA (8 F6F
14 SBDs). 1 PV reconncitered TONGI Atoll; no enemy activity was observed.

14 B-24s escorted seversl PB4Y photographic planes (from SoPac) in a
photographic mission over GUAM at 290130 GCT May. Of several enemy fighters which
intercepted, one is believed to have been destroyed. 15 to 20 single and twin
motored planes were observed on the COROTE Airfield. 4 AKs were observed in OROTE
Harbor,

During the night of 30~31 May SoPac air forces continued to heckle RABAUL.
On the 3lst operations were conducted in unfavorable weather with results being
generally unobserved. 94 sorties of various types of aireraft hit TOBERA, VUNAPO-
PE, TALILI, DUKE OF YORK ISLAND and RABAUL TOWN. 3 SBDs bombed SOHANA ISLAND and
the BONIS area.

72 P-39 sorties were flown in the BOUGAINVILLE area hitting the coast
opposite the NE tip of SOHANA ISLAND.

Two infantry battalions which have been landed on the north bank of the
TEKESSI RIVER (15 miles SE of TOROKINA RIVER) advenced to the northward without
making enemy contact.

FLASHER (SWP area) operating in N.E.I. and PHILIPPINES area reports sinking
1 large AK (7500), 1 medium AK (4000), 2 small AKs (1085 ew) for a total of
12,565 tons; and damaging 1 7500-~ton AX,

CREVALLE (SWP area) operating north of MALAY BARRIER reports sinking one
large AO (16,764), 1 AK (6989) for a totel of 23,753 tons; and probably sinking
1 7499-ton AO.

ANGLER (SWP area) operating SOENDA STRAIT reports sinking one 5704=ton AK;
owing to 75% of the crew suffering with sickness, the patrol was terminated.

On 31 May SWP air forces supported our ground forces on BIAK ISLAND by
hitting the MOKMER area with 33 B~24s which dropped 80 tons of bombs and with
medium bombers directed against gun positions and other enemy installations;
fighters also patrolled the area without encountering enemy interception.
RANSIKI (south of MANOXWARI) was hit by 2 squadrons of A-20s escorted by P-38s.
Qur ground forces in MAFFIN BAY area were given close support by B-25s and P-47sg
which strafed armored vehicles and bombed bivousc and supply areas. 2 groups of
A-20s and 12 Besuforts bombed and strafed villages south of DAGUA and at WEWAK.
Fighter sweeps were made in the HANSA BAY area and along other portions of the
North Coast of NEW GUINEA. Targets on PULUWAT and WOLEAI were bombed by 4 B=24s
from 13th Air Force; results were unobserved. C-478 flew 65 supply missions to
HOLLANDIA and 26 to WAKDE.

DECLASSIFIED
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1 June (Oshu date) - continued - HQ USEUCOM

6 DDs remained at BIAK to furnish close supporting fires for our ground
forces. An echelon of 8 LCTs, 1 AK and 5 DDs arrived BOSNEK from HOLLANDIA; it |
is scheduled to return to HOLLANDIA on 4 June.

Report of lend activity on BIAK ISLAND indicates no change in the situation.
Total force on the Islend consists of the 4lst Division and 1 RCT of the 40th
Division. 3 enemy counter-attacks against the forward elements of the 162nd Inf.
Regiment in the MOKMER area forced our troops to withdrew to a defensive position. |
Total enemy casualties in the BIAK area are reported as 679 killed, 2 captured;
our casualties are unreported.

In the MAFFIN BAY area the 158th Infantry Regiment #&¥¥ forced to withdraw
to MAFFIN VILLAGE where it established a perimeter defense. Enemy parties con-
tinue to infiltrate through our lines. Enemy mortar fire continues against our
forces.

In the HOLLANDIA area the total enemy cesualties stand at 2561 killed,
550 captured.

On 31 May 4 PVs from Fleet Air Wing FOUR executed an armed reconnaissance
over SHIMUSHU; bombs were dropped and photographs were taken. All plahes returned

safely. Cuns
2 June (Oshu date)

A MARSHALLS search plane over TRUK reports sinking 1 7000-ton AK; the
seaplane bese at MOEN was strafed; two small AK's were set ablaze and an ammunitior
dump on the west side of DUBLON was set afire. TRUK was also hit by an unspecifiec
number of B-24's from the 13th AF; 8 fires and explosions resulted in the fuel
storage areas; 15 enemy fighters intercepted, but results of interception are un-
reported.

BARB reports sinking 2 AK's with 3 Mk. 14 hits each on 31 May in the
OKHOTSK SEA; 1 petty officer wes taken prisoner and used as pilot; information
on minefields and anti-submarine defenses was obtained from the prisoner.

GUITARRO reports sinking 1 large AK on 30 May and 1 10,000-ton AO on 1
June off the southeast coast of FORMOSA.

PICUDA, operating with the GUITARRO (FENNO Wolfpack), reports damaging
1 large AK with 2 hits, and a small AK with 1 hit on 1 June in the area SE of
FORMOSA «

BALAQ reports 1 5,000-ton AO sunk with 2 Mk. 14 hits on 1 June in the ares
180 miles NE of HALMAHWERA.

Information received from the Americen Red Cross states that 13 men from |
the SCULFPIN are prisoners of war in JAPAN. |
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2 June (Oshu dete - Cont'd)

On 1 June SoPac air forces flew 68 sorties which concentrated against
RABAUL TOWN, TOBERA and VUNAKANAU; 4 B-25's, 16 SBD's, 48 fighter bombers parti-
cipated. 24 B-25's hit enemy installations in the BORPOP Area of NEW IRELAND.
38 fighter bombers attacked enemy installations in the BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA Ares.
Planes continued to heckle RAPAUL and KAVIENG during the night. Destruction of
cultivated areas on BOUGAINVILLE continued, i -

CREVALLE (SWP Ares), operating N. of BORNEO, reports sinking 1 AK with two
hits from 6 torpedoes fired.

ROBALO (SWP), operating off FRENCH INDO CHINA Coast, reports probably sink-
ing 5 7’500-t0n AQ.

Following reports of sightings of enemy surface ships are listed chrono-
logically (all times K(=10)):

(1) 0300, 2 June, by plane:- Enemy DD (5 ships) posit 03-15 N, 130-45 E
(1556 miles NE of HALVAHWERA), course 240, no sveed given.

(2) 0130, 3 Juns, by plane:- 15 ships, types unstated (in 4 groups),
mean posit 05-39 N, 126-15 E (Just S. of DAVAO GULF), course 150, speed 15,

(3) 0440, 3 June, by RASFER:- 2 CA's, 4 DD's posit 04-27 N, 126-57 E
(10 miles E of N. Central TALAUD 1S.), course 150, speed 22,

(4) 1424, 3 June, by plane:- 2 BB's, 3 CA's, 1 CL, 9 DD's poseit 04-18 N,
128-30 E (90 miles E of Central TALAUD IS.),course |50, syeed 20. .

(5) 2020, 3 June, by plane:- 3 large AK's, 7 armed sgndifiaries, course 300,
speed 10, pos - 5 - (90 miles W of TRUK).

(6) 2330, 3 June, by plane:- Attack completed on 1 DD posit 00-40 S, 133-47E
(off NEW GUINEA Coast, NW of MANOKWARI).

(7) 0003, 4 June, by plans:- 10 ships (types unstated) posit 01-50 N,
130-00 E (110 miles ENE of HALNAHERA), course 115, no speed givens

(8) 0138, 4 June, by plane:= 2 DD's posit 04-00 N, 129-45 E (180 miles ®
of § TALAUD IS.); 1 direct hit and 2 near misses left DD in sinking condition.

(9) 0243, 4 June, by plane:=- Bombed DD sank.

(10) 0300, 4 June, by plane:- 8 ships (types unstated) posit 02-10 N,

130-00 E (110 ENE of HAIMAHERA), no course or speed given.

SWP air forces on 1 June attacked enemy targets on BIAK ISLAND with 1 squed-|
ron of B-24's; medium bombers closely supported our ground forces on BIAK ISLAND '
and assisted our MAFFIN BAY forces by bombing and strafing bivouac areas in rear |
of enemy in the MAFFIN BAY Area. An unspecified number of B-25's, escorted by
P-47's, attacked NOEMFOOR ISLANDe 23 B-25's, turned back from BABQ bhecause of un- |
favorable weather, attacked the airdrome and nearby villages at TIMOEKA (SW NEW
GUINEA), fuel dumps were fired and buildings destroyed; accurate AA fire damaged
1 plane; there was no enemy interception. Air operations in the BUT-BORAM Area
were cancelled because of unfavorable weather. (-47's flew 24 supply missions
to HOLLANDIA and 4 to WAKDE; 44 others were cancelled because of bad weather.
Enemy fliers bombed and strafed the BIAK Area causing only slight damage; 7 planes
were reported definitely shot down by AA fire with 3 probably shot down.

In the North Pacific on 1 June 2 llth AT Liberator's executed an armed
recomnaissance over SHIMUSHIRU with unobserved results. 4 PV's from Fleet Air |
Wing FOUR made an armed reconnaissance over SHIMUSHU and KASHIWABARA. | All planes
from both of the above missions returned safely. (.2L,/
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3 June (Oahu date)

CenPac shore based aircraft struck WOTJE on 31 May (4 1/3 tons by 28 F4U's,
12 SBD's, 2 PV's), on 1 June (7 tons by 12 SBD's, 3 PV's, 22 F4U's), and on 2
June (3.3 tons by 2 PV's, 25 F4U's); TAROA on 31 May (6% tons by 21 SBD's, 12
F6F's), on 1 June (7 tons by 15 SBD's, 12 FSF‘S), and on 2 June (2% tons by 6 SBD,
4 F6F's); REUTER (MALOELAP ATOLL) on 31 May (2% tons by 6 SBD's, 4 F6F'e); JALUIT
on 31 May (3 tons by 2 PV's); MILLE on 1 Tune (8% tons by 9 SBD's, 8 F4U's);
NAURU on 2 June (11 tons by 11 B-25's). Two PV's made a photo reconnaissance
over NAURU and OCEAN ISLANDS on 2 June; heavy AA fire at NAURU was moderate; at
OCEAN, intense.

On 2 June 17 B-24's from 7th AF dropped 40% tons on 3 islands of TRUK ATOLL,
hitting warehouse and dispersal areas, and runways., TRUK was also hit on 1 June
by 16 B-24's from 13th AF; of 20-40 intercepting fighters, 10 were shot down; 10
B=24's sustained damage; 3 crewmen were killed and 4 wounded.

CTF 59 reports search plane sighted 7 armed auxiliaries, 1 DD, 2 medium AKs
and 1 large AK at 030840 GCT in position 07-10 N, 150-10 E (90 miles W. of TRUK),
course 270, speed 10, A large AKX was reported as probably sunk and all auxiliar-|
ies were severely strafed.

BLAIR Wolfpack (PINTADO, SHARK, PILOTFISH), operating NW MARIANAS, reports
at 031716 GCT sinking of 1 large Marun with 5§ hits from 6 torpedoes fired by the
PINTADO, and the damaging of 2 AK's with 2 hits in each by the SHARK.

CominCh 031330 gives locations of echelons of ComGen USAF CHINA-BURMA-INDIA
and of ComGen 1l4th AF; clarifies situations such as that delineated in ComNavUnit
14th AAF and related despatches (pertains to operations projected from one area |
into another without the prior concurrence of and coordination with the Ares |
Commander concerned).

All SoPac air strikes against RABAUL were cancelled on 2 June owing to un-
favorable weather. 4 Marine Mitchell's continued to heckle RABAUL during the
night of 1-2 June; fighter planes also continued to heckle XAVIENG during the
night. 48 fighter bombers hit enemy installations in BOUGAINVILLE, with unre=-
ported results,

Our ground forces on BIAK ISLAND are engaged in dislodging the enemy from
defended positions, end have occupied the open ground to the N. of BOSNEK; an
enamy counter attack was repulsed and 81 of the enemy killed; an additional 100
dead Japs were found in 1 of the captured caves overlooking the coastal road.
Attack and fighter bombers continue close support of our ground forces. Elements
of our ground forces landed on OWI and WOEDI ISLANDS (S. of BOSNEK). At 1100 K
(=10) 3 June, 13 to 20 Japanese fighters and dive bombers strafed and bombed
beach positions and shipping off BOSNEK; the REID (DD) received several near
misses and machine gun hits resulting in 1 being killed and 5 being wounded;
there was minor structural damage to the ship; there was no damage to other ships,
though the BACHE and MUSTIN (DD's) were attacked. Our intercepting P-40's shot
down 7 of the enemy attacking planes.

The covering force off BIAK during the night of 3 June (¥) consisted of
1 CA, 3 CL, and 10 DD. Close support was provided by 4 DD and 1 PF (Frigate).
An echelon of 10 LST's, 1 AX, 5 DD, and 1 PF is due at BOSNEK 4 June (K).
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On 2 June an unspecified number of A-20's bombed and strafed RANSIKI (S. of
MANIKWORI) where 4 unidentified enemy planes were destroyed on the ground; A-20's
also struck KAMIRI. P-38's on an escort mission with B-25's enroute to BABO were
intercepted by 15 to 20 Jap fighters; 11 of the enemy planes were shot down; we
lost 1 P-38, A-20's provided close support of our ground forces in the MAFFIN
BAY Area, and B-24's and B-256's hit enemy targets in the same area. 55 A-20's
and 8 Beauforts bombed and strafed personnel and storage areas at BORAM, DAGUA
and WEWAK. P-47's hit the HANSA BAY Area. 9 B-24's bombed the LIANG Airstrip
on AMBON; large fires resulteds C-47's flew 86 supply missions to HOLLANDIA
and 14 to WEWAK.

In the North Pacific on 2 June 2 11th AF Liberator's bombed MATSUWA after
being turned back by bad weather from an attack against SHIMUSHU; results were
unobserved owing to overcasts 4 PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR dropped bombs and
incendiaries on SHIMUSHU and KASHIWABARA; 2 large fires were observed on SHIMUSHU.
From the above missions all planes returned safely. G&Ja&’

4 June (Oahu date) et

CTF 59 reports a search plane sighted 1 AK, 1 possible DD and 6 naval aux-
iliaries in position 07-25 N, 148-28 E (210 mi. W of TRUK) at 040945 GCT, course
260, speed 10; searcher attacked eand sank 1 auxiliary and seriously damaged
another (apparently the same convoy reported in the summary 3 June).

CTF 57 010730 summarizes operations 27-31 May.

TUNNY, operating in rotating patrol MARIANAS Area, reports 1 5000-ton AK
sunk on 17 May.

FLIER (SS 250) reports attacking convoy on 3 June position 22-55 N,
136-44 E (360 mi. SW of BONINS), and obtaining 3 hits in 2 medium AK's, sinking
one and damaging the others

Intelligence indicates that:

(1) The enemy believes that we have a striking force, including two car=
riers, operating northwest of HOLLANDIA,

(2) The enemy considers it possible that another striking force sortied
from MAJURO during the night 4-5 June,

(3) The enemy still intends to reinforce BIAK using CruDiv 16,

(4) An oiler group left TAWI TAWI 3 June for the SURIGAD STRAITS Area,

(6) The CinC Combined Fleet has issued an urgent order to the Striking
Force end to I'USO plus CruDiv 5,

(6) This order may involve movement of the Striking Force to sea to the
eastward of MINDANAO.

Intelligence also indicates that enemy air strength is being rushed to
western NEW GUINEA. BABO end SARONG are the principal bases for air attacks on
our forces at BIAK, and are being directed by ComAirFlot 23 at SARONG.

For the second successive day all scheduled air strikes on the RABAUL Area
were cancelled on 3 June owing to unfavorable weather. 4 Marine Mitchell's con=-
tinued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 2-3 June. 658 fighter bombers strafed
end bombed enemy installations on BOUGAINVILLE, concentrating mainly on the
southern portion of the Island. y
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BONEFISH (SWP Area), operating in the SULU SEA, reports sinking 1 AK
(4,124), 1 AK (4468), 1 AP (8,812), and 1 A0 (10,020) for a total of 27,424 tons;
probably sinking 1 500-ton AK.

RASHER reports sighting a TAKAO Class cruiser entering DAVAO GIILF at 1000 K
(=10) 4 June, and 2 destroyers departing at 1800 X (=10) 4 June, speed 22,

A night search plane reports sighting at 0110 K(-10) 5 June 15 ships
(types unstated) in position 00-31 N, 129-05 E, course 360, speed not given;
searcher attacked and demeged 1 ship.

Com7thFleet reports situation of Jap southbound surfece force HALMAHERA
Ares remains unclarified.

Our ground forces on BIAK continue to meet strong enemy resistance, but
report some advancement to the westward toward MOKMER Airdrome. At 1735 E(-10)
4 June, our force covering BIAK from a position 50 miles NE of BOSNEK was at-
tacked by 10 Jap planes; a near bomb miss slightly damaged the NASHVILLE, but
she remeins with the force; the PHOENIX received only superficial damage. At
0115 X(-10) 5 June the same force wes attacked by an unknown number of Jap tor=-
pedo planes; no demage was sustained by the force.

On 3 June 1 group of A-20's struck MANOKWARI firing fuel dumps; the re-
turning A-20's also strafed the KAMIRI Airfield on NOEMFOORs P=47's, while
escorting shipping E of BIAK, shot down 4 Jap fighters. 6 B-24's bombed supply
areas at MAFFIN BAY. P-47's and P-39's bombed the WEWAK and HANSA BAY Area. On ‘
the night of 2-3 June, an unspecified number of B-24's from MANUS bombed TRUK
with unannounced results.

Two 1lth AF Liberator's made an armed reconnaisssnce on 4 June over the '
Centrel KURILES; results were unobserved owing to overcast. 1 PV from Fleet !
Air Wing FOUR bombed KASHIWABARA through overcast with unobserved results.

‘. Ig\_""ﬂ'.fu
5 June (Oahu date) ' Ak

On 3 June CenPac shore based aircraft continued strikes against WOTJE,
MILLE, and TAROA; a special strike, made on 5 June against JALUIT, destroyed
4 single engine seaplanes on the water. 13 B-24's hit 3 islands of TRUK ATOLL
with 37% tons of bombs. 2 B-24's hit PONAPE with 113 tons.

BILLFISH, operating SW of GUAM, reports sinking 1 passenger freighter on
21 May.

BLAIR Wiolfpack (PINTADO, SHARK, PILOTFISH) reports at 051028 GCT SHARK sank
1 AP and 2 AR's from convoy position 17-39N, 140-51 E, course 120, speed 8; 5
AKX's and 7 escorts remain. A 5th convoy consisting of 3 ships and 4 escorts
arrived at the same position, course 235, speed 7; the Wolfpack is after them.

CominCh & CNO 051300 desipgnated commanders of Fleet Marine Ground Forces, |
POA- |i

-n:-rn neq!F‘E‘D.
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SoPac air forces on 4 June directed 85-100 sorties against the RABAUL
Area; SBD's, TBF's, B-25's, and fighter bombers participateds Of 28 SBD's and
TBF's which hit VUNAPOPE supply areas, 1 TBF was shot down, and 2 SBD's and 3
TBF's were damaged. 1 of 23 B-25's which hit RABAUL TOWN was losts. 5 NEW
ZEALAND PV's attacked targets along the NEW IRELAND Coast. 38 fighter bombers,
6 SBD's and TBF's, and 1 PV hit enemy installations on BOUGAINVILLE.

On successive days elements of a FIJI Battalion on BOUGAINVILLE have made
landings at TEKESSI RIVER, JABA RIVER, and MUPEKA RIVER; patrols advanced as far
south as MAWARAKA (S. end of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY); only sporadic enemy artillery
fire was encountered,

PUFFER (SWP Area), operating N. of TAWI TAWI, reports sinking 1 large un-
identified AO, leaving 1 sinking when last seen, and damaging a 3rd.

COD (SWP Area), operating N. of MALAY BARRIER, reports ginking 1 DD
KAMIZAZE Class (1,270) and 1 AP-AK (8,812) for a total of 10,082 tons; probably
sinking 1 AP (6,003) and 1 AP-AK (5,423) for a total of 11,426 tons.

Our ground forces at ATIAPE report increased enemy pressure against the
east perimeter.

Our ground forces on BIAK on the morning of 5 Jfune (K) reached a position
NE of MOKMER Airdrome; strong opposition still held up the advance westward
along the coast. Air support of ground operations on BIAK continued; 18 B-24's
bombed Jap positionse

BABO Airfield was bombed by 1 group of A-20's; several enemy planes were
destroyed on the ground; escorting fighters made no contacts. B-24's, A-20's,
and Besufort's bombed the WEWAK Area. 7 B-25's bombed TOEAL Airfield on KATI
ISLAND.

On the afternoon of the 5th (K), 2 Jap planes bombed and strafed BIAK with-
out damage.

At dawn on b June BLUEFISH reports 3 CV's, 6 CA's, and 10 medium snd small
unidentified ships, plus 2 probable BB's, at TAWI TAWI.

Intelligence indicates that:

(1) At 042210 CinC Combined sent a most urgent message to Commander Strik-
ing Force.

(2) Enemy has ascertained that we have no carriers in forces northwest of
HOLLANDIA, but shipping in the CAROLINES, NEW GUINEA, and HALMAHERA Areas re-
mains alerted.

(3) Enemy plans air attack on U.S. force 500 miles bearing 145° from
WOLEAI, aireraft from GUAM to stage through WOLEAI.

Com7thFleet estimates Jap Fleet disposition to be near his area on the
morning of 6 June (X); this estimate is based on recent sightings as follows:
(1) 2 BB, 5 CV, 6 CA, 1 CL, 10 DD in vicinity of TAWI TAWI.
(2) 1 BB, 2 CA, 5 DD in DAVAO GULF. N,
(3) 4 DD at HALMAHERA. /4‘ QAN
teind o ‘
(4) 1 cA, 1 CL, 5-8 %ECERSﬁﬁgﬁnlty SORONG-CERAMa ﬂ'
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6 June (Oahu date)

One Army and 3 Navy photo Liberator's, escorted by 5 Army Liberator's (under
CTF 50), photographed GUAM at 060140 GCT; good results were believed to have been
obtained with verticalyoblique coverage; 10 to 15 planes of various types were ob=
gerved on OROTE Airfield and 4 to 5 medium AK's were present in the harbor. CenPac
shore based aircraft also attacked MIILE, NAURU, and PONAPE. A MARSHALLS search
plane sighted at 060145 GCT 2 AQ's, 3 AK's, and 5 armed auxiliaries in position
12-20 N, 147-14 E (140 mi. SE GUAM), course 330, speed 10; 1 trailing AK believed
damaged by 4 500-1b. bombs.

BLAIR Wolfpack summarizes results of operations for the past week; this sum=
mary includes, adds to, and amplifies the 2 previous reports contained in CenPac
summaries 3 June and 5 June. SEARK sank 1 AO, 1 AP, 2 AK's, and demaged 1 AK.
PINTADO sank 3 AK's. Minimum total tonrage sunk 46,000; damaged 6,000 tons.

GUITARRO, operating E. of FORMOSA, reports sinking a MINEKAZE Class DD on
night of 2 June (intelligence reports indicate this to have been a frigate).

TUNA reports bombarding FAIS ISLAND (E. of ULITHI ATOLL) on 14 May with 24
HC shells.,

Though hampered by bad weather, SoPac air forces on 5 June made 45 sorties
(11 B-25's, 22 SBD & TBF, 5 PV's, 7 P-38's) apgainst targets in the RABAUL Area.
BOUGAINVILLE targets were hit by 37 P-39's and 2 TBF's which concentrated against
artillery (estimated as about 6 pieces with prime movers) moving north at HARI (SW
BOUGAINVILLE, midway between MOILA PT. and S, edge IMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY). F4U's con-
ducted fighter sweeps in the BOUGAINVILLE Ares.

In the AITAPE Area the enemy continues to exert strong pressure against our
east flank., The ground situation on BIAK ISLAND remains unchanged; B-24's and B-25's
continue to support the ground forces.

On § June, SWP air forces hit MANCKWARI with 43 A-20's, concentrating against
shipping supplies, and the harbor and jetties; the returning planes strafed KAMIRI
Airdrome on NORMFOOR ISLAND. Fighter bombers hit enemy installations in the BUT=-
BORAM and WEWAK Areas. B-256's made an armed reconnaissance of the MAPIA ISLAND GROUP
(Ne of WEWAK). C-47's flew a total of 78 supply missions to HOLLANDIA, 10 to TADJI,
and 5 to WAKDE. BR-24's from the 13th AF bombed TRUK with unreported results. B=-25's
which made a shipping strike against WAIGEO ISLAND on the evening of the 6th (K) re=
port 1 possible hit on the bow of an AOBA Class CA.

Com7thI'leet reports that damege to the PHOENIX and NASHVILLE will require dock=
ing for repairs for periocds of 8 days and 5 days respectively.

farshall 0620457 (pink) directs command of U.S. Army Forces in the Sonth and
Central Pacific Areas will pass to Commanding General, U.S. Army Forceg, Pacific
Ocean Areas at such time as mutually agreed by Harmon and Richardson.

CinCSWPA 210747 Msy (pink)e General MacArthur and Admiral Halsey recommend
that assumption of command of forces west of 159 E. pass CinCSWPA effective at
0001 L(=11) 15 June,

(Fink) _ d
CominCh & 2MNC O?lZ%%b[KE&hES to the foregoing despatchsﬂfpwave 2 ﬁf /
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7 June (Oahu date) HQ USEUCOM

MARSHALLS search plane reports sighting at 070900 GCT 3 AKs with 2 escorts
position 07-56 N, 147-32 E (50 miles east of PULUWAT ISLAND) course 090°, speed
10.

RASHER operating CELEBES SEA reports at 080900 GCT sinking one large AP
with 5 hits.

In the SoPac area on 6 June unfavorable weather cancelled all bombing
missions except for 2 B-25s which heckled RABAUL on the night of 5-6 June. Air
activity was limited to fighter patrols over the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas, and
over BOUGAINVILLE. During the above operations 1 B-25 and 1 F4U were lost.

HOE (SWP area) operating CHINA SEA reports sinking one 4000 ton AK and
demaging 4 AKs totalling 19,500 tons.

HAKE (SWP area) reports sighting at the entrance to DAVAO GULF at 0230H
(=8) 8 June 2 CAs and 2 DDs, course 170°, speed 18; the submarine sank 1 DD.

Com 7thFleet reports searcher sighted at 0245K (-10) two 7000 ton AKs and
one 1000 ton AK, position 03-30 N, 127-30 E (60 miles SE TALAUD ISLAND), course
140°, speed not given; 1 DD at 0030K position 00-16 N, 128-48 E (off east coast
HAIMAHERA), course 340, speed 25; 7 APs loaded with troops in DAVAO GULF on 7 June

(K).

CinC SWPA reports capture of MOKMER Airdrome on BIAK ISLAND; however,
Com TthFleet reports enemy strongly entrenched around the airfield. B=-25s contin-
ued to support our advencing ground troops by bombing and strafing assigned
targets. Unfavorable weather greatly curtailed SWP air activities. Strikes by
the 6th Air Force included, in addition to the B-2b6s at BIAK, A-20s and Beauforts
against WEWAK area,and fighter bombers along the north coast of NEW GUINEA from
WEWAK to HANSA BAY. B-24s from 13th AF bombed TRUK through bad weather on the 6th
with unreported results. C=-47s flew 50 supply missions to HOLLANDIA and 42 to

WAKDE. rl_ }}/‘L/
8 June (Oahu date) (; Ve

CenPac shore based aircraft on 7 June conducted strikes against MILLE,
TAROA, WOTJE, PONAPE, and NAURU; a photo reconnaissance was made of PAKIN ISLAND.
On the 8th strikes were made against MILLE and TRUK; 4 Liberator's which did not
get through to TRUK bombed PONAPE TOWN.

CTF 57 060400 summarizes operations 1-5 June.

FLYING FISH, operating SW PALAU, reports Y hits sank 1 6,000-ton AK and
damaged another at 250100 GCTe.

Unfavorable weather prevented operations of hecklers over RABAUL on the
night of 6 June. On the 7th, 51 sorties were made against airfields and supply
areas in the RABAUL Area., 38 fighter bombers attacked enemy occupied positions
in the BOUGAINVILLE Area. Two Avengers struck in the DIUKE OF YORK GROUP.

DECLASSIFIED - Continued -
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8 June (0shu date - Cont'd) HQ USEUCOM

The following summary is given of enemy surface activity in the area
north and northwest of BIAK (All times are XK(=10)):

(1) At 1330, 8 June, 10 B-25's attacked an enemy task force of 2 CL's
(these may have been minelayers) and 5 DD's; report sinking 4 DD's and damaging
a bth; when last seen the force was on & northwesterly course; escorting P-38's
shot down 6 of 10 attacking enemy fighters. (Com7thFleet assesses above damege to
DD's as 1 sunk, 1 left in sinking condition, 1 burning heavily, and 1 with a small
fire).

(2) At 2330, 8 June, the above force was engaged by one of ours consisting
of 1 CA, 2 CL, 14 DD.

(3) At 0100, 9 June, being unable to close the range, our cruisers snd 6
DD's abandoned the pursuit, while the 8 remaining DD's continued the chase.

(4) At 0230, 9 June, the 8 DD's abandoned the pursuit.

(5) At 1000, 9th, our force assembled and returned toward HOLLANDIA.

(6) At 2029, 9th, a search plane reports 3-5 ships about 85 miles NW of
BIAK, proceeding tc the SE at 20 knots.

Our ground forces on BIAK continued on 7 June mopping up the enemy force
in the viecinity of MCOKMER Airdrome and consolidating positions. 25 B-28's and 22
A-20's continue cleose support of our ground troops; they also bombed SORIDO Air-
field.

On 7 June, 24 A-20's bombed the airfield on NOIMFOOR ISLAND end hit enemy
gun poeitions. A-20's and Beauforts attacked targets in the BUT-BORAM and WEWAK
Areas. Fighter bombers continued sweeps along the north coast of NEW GUINEA, con-
centrating on the MAFFIN BAY and WEWAX Areas. (-47's flew 38 supply missions to
HOLLANDIA, 36 to WAKDE, and 19 to TADJI. During the past 2 days several raids by
1 or 2 planes each have been made by the enemy against our positions on BIAK a
WAKDE; no damage to our forces resulted.
b

9 June (Oahu date)

CenPac shore based aircraft on 8 June struck TAROA, WOTJE, MILLE, JALUIT,
and NAURU. Early on the morning of the 9th 1 squadron of B-24's from 7th AF bombed|
TRUK ATOLL. A single B-24 bombed PONAPE. A search plane bombed installations on
PULUWAT reporting radio station demolished and gun positions knocked out east
POINT ALET; observed increased AA positions and new taxistrip parallel to runway;
Heavy, medium, and light AA fire was intense and accurate; the plane sustained
damages.

SNAPPER, operating off TRUK, was strafed by a Jap fighter; 1 man was killed|
and the Commanding Officer and 2 men were seriously wounded; bad oil leeks and
minor damage required SNAPFER to retire to MAJURO.

On night 7-8 June Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL. On the 8th
64 sorties were made against enemy installations in the RABAUL Area, concentrated
meinly against supply areas in the vicinity of RABAUL and TALILI; SBD's, TBF's,
B-256's, and P-38's participated,
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9 June (0Oahu date = Cont'd)

48 fighter bomber sorties were made against enemy occupied positions in
the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Areas.

On the night of 9-10 June (K) our surface forces searched for the enemy
force reported proceeding south from a position about 85 miles NW of BIAK; no
contects were made,

HARDER reports an enemy force of 3 BB's, 4 CA's, plus DD's heading south
from SIBUTU at 1800 H(~8) 10 June. Also reports sinking two more DD's at 2130
H(-8) on 9 June while proceeding southward through SIBUTU PASSAGE (based on a
rep§rt from Com7thFleet, this submarine apparently reported sinking 2 DD's on the
7th) . |

DARTER (SWP Area), operating E. of HALMAHERA, reports sinking a 5900-ton
AK on 13 May.

On the night of 8-9 June (K) 3 B-24's hit PALAU; on the following morning
PALAU was again hit by at least 2 squadrons of B-24's; 15 to 20 Jap fighters inter-l
cepteds B=24's from 13th AF hit TRUK and SATAWAN on the 9th(K); 15 to 20 fighters
intercepted, On the night of 8-9 June (K), an unspecified number of B-25's damaged
47 enemy planes in revetments at BABO Airdrome. On the morning of the 9th (K), 17
A-20's attacked 3 AK's (under 1000 tons) at MANCKWARI; 1 was sunk, 1 left sinking,
and a 3rd left burning. B-24's and B-25's heavily hit the WEWAK and HANSA BAY e
Areas. |

The ground situation on BIAK remains substantially the same as previously
reporteds Medium and heavy bombers continue to support our ground forces,

A pre-dawn strike on 9 June (K) by 2 Jap planes against our airfield on
WAKDE destroyed and damaged several planes.

/}LM/
A

Intelligence reports indicate that TF 58 struck MARIANAS on the afternoon
of 11 June (E. Long. date); and that our force has been under enemy air attack
since about 0200 12 June (E. Long. date).

BANGUST (DE 739) reports destroying Jap submerine 10-00 N, 168-20 E
(756 miles NE of ROI) at 101300 GCT after sight contact; hedgehog explosions were
followed 1 minute later by a heavy explosion with a large area of o0il on the sur-
face,

In the SoPac area Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the
night of 8-9 June. On 9 June 78 sorties were made against supply aress in the
vicinity of RABAUL; the weight of the attacks was directed against RATAVAL, VUNA-
POPE, and KERAVIA; SBD's, TBF's, B-25's, and P-39's participated; in addition to
the above sorties, 12 fighter bombers assisted by hitting AA positions. 6 fighters
bombed end strafed KAVIENG. 60 fighter bombers attacked enemy occupied positions
in the BUKA-BOUCAINVILLE Areas. P-38's skip-bombed underground storage areas
along KERAVIA BAY.

SANDLANCE (SWP Area), operating off SAIPAN, reports sinking 3 AX's for a
total of 14,200 tons, and damaging 2 AK's for a total of 10,500 tons.

- Continued = l q 5 '.1_
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SWP air forces on 9 June sent 10 B-25's against MANOKWARI which hit the
town and shipping in the harbor; 1 small freighter (500-1,000 tons), 6 luggers,
and 1 barge were sunk; 3 buildings in the town were destroyed and fires were
starteds For the fourth consecutive day B-24's from 13th AF bombed TRUK; for
the first time in recent attacks, enemy interception was not encountered. An }
unspecified number of B-24's hit barracks and the operations building on PELELIU
Airdrome; this was e night attack which followed a heavy daylight bombardment.
A-20's bombed and s trafed BABO starting fuel fires and demaging installations.
Coastal installations and stores in the BUT-BORAM Area were attacked by 2 groups
of A-20'se The usual fighter sweeps were made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA
in the WEWAK end HANSA BAY Areas. Reports state that the bombing of WAKDE by 2
Jap planes (summaery 9 June) destroyed 10 of our planes.

ey
11 June (Oszhu date) v

CTG 5841 120037 summarizes results of D-4 operations over GUAM and ROTA. '
A total of 160 sorties were flown. Enemy demage was assessed as 41 planes downed
in the air with 1 probable; 6 planes destroyed on ground and 5 probebly destroyed;
1 large AK, 1 large AO, 1 medium AK, 2 trawlers, and 1 barge were damaged by
strafing. The revetments and dispersal areas at AGANA were strafed as were several
trucks on ROTA.

CTF 58 reports air opposition against our force to have been reduced to
such an extent as to be negligible; approximately 130 enemy planes have been de-
stroyeds Report also states that on purple beaches (MAGICIENNE BAY) there is
moderate surf; on western heaches there is practically no surf. The only dis-
covered changee in known enemy installations are 4 additional automatic AA guns
and 2 occupied dual purpose gun positions. Cane fields have been fired and were
burning nicely. A search plane from the YORKTCWN sighted a convoy of 3 DD's and

3 1,000-ton AK's 130 miles due west of OROTE POINT (GUAM) at 0900 ¥ (-10) 12 June,
course 180, speed 10,

CenPac shore based aireraft on 9 June hit JALUIT, WOTJE, and TAROCA. On
9 and 10 June OCEAN, NAURU, and MTLLE were attecked. On 10 June 2 Liberators,
diverted from TRUK strike, hit PONAPE. On 10 and 11 June, B-24's bombed major
islande of TRUK ATOLL.

While handling Torpex warheads at about 111430 VW (plus 9&) an explosion
occurred involving loading platform and 1 tunnel at WATKELE GULCH Annex. A total
of 78 warheads exploded while they were being unloaded from a truck onto a plat-
form for transfer to an underground tunnel. Two enlisted men and 1 civilian are
known to have been killed; 1 warrant officer and 3 enlisted men &and 3 civilians
are missing. Investigation is in progress.

Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 9-10 June.
On 10 June 136 sorties were made against AA pun positions S and SW of RAPCP® in
the RABAUL Area; SED's, TBI''s, B-25's, P-39's, and P-38's participated in the
dropping of 87 tons of bombs. 8 fighter patrols bombed the KAVIENG runway while
5 PV's hit other targets in the NEW IRELAND Area. 6 B-24's, during a training
exercise, bombed RAPOPP Airfield with 22 tons of bombs. 44 A-20's bombed enemy
occupied positions in southern and eastern BOUGAINVILLE. The usual fighter sweeps
were made along the coast of BUKA and BOHGAEEﬂﬁéﬁhED
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HARDER reports sighting anchored in TAWI TAWI BAY on 11 June (K) the tops
of 3 or 4 FUSO type BB's, about 6 CA's, and several DD's. She definitely
identified 1 BB southbound on 10 June (X) as MUSASHI Class and believes the other
2 are the same class. No carrier based plenes were seen in the area.

JAKE, on the morning of 1l June, reports sighting 1 KUMA type CL, 2 DD's,
and 1 XCVS with a deckload of planes entering DAVAO GULF.

LAPON (SWP Area), operating in SOUTH CHINA SEA, reports sinking two 7,500
ton AK's and demaging one 7,500-ton AK.

A search plane from SWP Area reports sighting on 11 June (X) 1 CL and 2 DD
off PELELIU ISLAND (PALAU)s Another searcher reports that 1 CA and 2 DD were
sighted in the TRUK Area at mid-day 12 June (K).

Intelligence indicates that:

(1) There is as yet no enemy reaction involving movement of major fleet
units,

(2) Reaction thus far involves principally shore based aircraft and sube
merines. °

(3) BatDiv ONE is still involved in operations connected with the MENADO-
HAEMAHERA-WESTERN WEW GUINEA Areas

(4) cinC First Mobile Fleet is still at TAWI TAWI.

Our ground forces on BIAK report that Japanese artillery fire has been
placed upon MCKMER Airfield; our troops are advancing to the west in an effort
to eliminate this threat. The covering force of 1 CA, 2 CL, and 14 DD has de=
parted from the BIAK Area and is due to arrive MANUS on 12 June.

The KALK (DD) was attacked by 4 Zekes at 121045 ¥ (-10) while escorting a
barge tow into BOSNHEK; 1 engine room and fire room were placed out of commission;
main power was regained after 6 hours. The ship is proceeding in convoy to
HOLTANDIA; personnel casvalties were believed light.

On 10 June 24 B-24's heavily attacked PELELIU Airdrome at PALAU; many
explosions resulted, fires were started, and an smmunition dump was blown up;
40 to 50 enemy fighters intercepted, but details of interception are unreported;
2 of our planes were lost and several were damaged. During the preceding nizht
PALAT was also raided by an unspecified number of B-24's; neither interception
nor AA fire was encountered. During the night of 10-11 June B-24's from 13th
AF bombed DUBLON ISLAND (TRUK ATOLL); 1 B-24 was lost. B-24's continued to bomb
concentrations of enemy troops and the SORIDO and BORAKOE Airfields on BIAK. A-20's
made a shipping strike in the GEELVINK BAY Area. Coastal positions on RIAK were
attacked by A-20's. Fighter bombers attacked enemy positions in the BUT-BORAM
Ares; other fighter bombers hit the HANSA and NIGHTINGALE BAY Areas., (-47's
flew a total of 33 supply missions to HOLIAVDIA, 33 to TADJI, and 21 to WAKDE.

ﬁl"hj
|
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CTG 58,1 130615 summarizes results of D-3 operations over GUAM and ROTA.
A total of 543 sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 18 planes downed
in the air with 3 probably downed, and 1 damaged; 23 planes were destroyed on the
ground and 14 damaged; 1 medium AK was probably sunk, and 1 medium AK and 1 sampan
end 1 60-ft. ship were damaged by strafing, The Group's combat losses were 4
F6F's and 1 TBF; operational losses were 3 SB2C's and 1 TBF; 5 pilots and 2 crews
were lost in combat, and 1 pilot operationally; 1 crewman was seriously injured.

CTG 58.1 121230 contains information concerning enemy installations on GUAM.|

CTG 58.1 reports results of air attack against 6-ship convoy reported yes-
terday 245 mi, W of GUAM. 20 VF's loaded with 500-1b. bombs, plus 1 VFN and 1
SB2C for navigation and rescue, made the attack., 2 AK's, 1 Large DD, 2 médium
DD's, and 1 DE were heavily strafed; 2 near misses left a 5,000-ton AXK burning
fiercely. 1 large DD was fired by a direct hit; a near miss on a medium DD
caused fire and trailing oil; position of convoy 11-30 N, 140-00 E (290 mi. WSW
of GUAM).

CTG 68.4 130410/summarizes results of D=4 operations over SAIPAN. A total
of 105 sorties were flown., Enemy damage was assessed as 15 planes downed in the
air with 1 probably downed, and 1 damaged; 10 planes were destroyed on the ground
and 7 were probably destroyed on the ground; 1 small AKX was probably sunk, Our
combat losses were 4 VF's and 3 pilots; operational losses were not given.

CTG 58.4 reports results of 2 strikes on a large convoy approximately 175
miles W. of PAGAN ISLAND. Reported sunk: 1 large AK, 1 medium AK, 3 small AK's,
1 large AO, 1 new type DD, 3 Corvettes; 2 medium AK's were left burning; 3 medium
were dead in the water, 1 of which was listing badly and 1 was down by the stern;
1 AK was making 3 knots, but no damage was apparent; 5 Corvettes were left smoking
and dead in the water. On the following day remnants of this convoy were again
attacked; 1 small AK, after being bombed again, was a complete wreck though still
afloat; 1 AK dead in the water was apparently abandoned; another AK previously
damaged was sunk.

CTG 58+4 reports sighting and attacking another convoy of 3 small AX's
and 2 escorts, position 16-48 N, 143-17 E (170 mi. SW of PAGAN), course 315,
speed 10; 1 medium AK was upset and left burning and was being abandoned by the
crew and a small AK was strafed and sustained a direct bomb hit and was being
abandoned .,

CombthFleet reports that estimated air strength in the MARIANAS, extent
of enemy air searches, and advisability of change in pattern of attack on enemy
bases caused change in plan of initial carrier strikes which resulted in launching
fighters on D-4 instead of D-3.

While results of TG 58.3 operations are lacking, this group lost in combat
1 F6F, 2 SBD's, 1 TBF, and 3 pilots and 3 crewmen; operational losses were 1 F6F
and 1 SBD, and 1 pilot. Also reports sinking of 1 AQ 15 miles NW of SAIPAN, and
at least 2 AK's in TANAPAC HARBOR. The D-2 day bombardment commenced on schedule:
no enemy air opposition was encountered.
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12 June (Oahu date - Cont'd) HQ USEUCOM

Com5thFleet 130615 contains intelligence information ohtmined by Commender
We I, Martin, Com VT~-10 (ENTERPRISE), who landed by parachute in water 300 yards
of'f SAIPAN bench.

J
CTF 58 130520 contains intelligence information.

Harmon 290127((pink) pertains to disposition of personnel becoming excess
in the South Pacific and discusses the command setup.

BATFISH, operating in Empire waters, reports sunk to date 1 medium Maru
off BUNGO STRAIT (32 W, 133 E).

BARB, operating in SEA of OKHOTSK, renorts on 11 June gunned and sank 2
trawlers, and fired 9 Mk. 14's to sink 1 lerge AP and 1 medium AP with 2 and 4
hits respectively.

ComForwardArea, CenPac 110400 summarizes operations 6-10 June.

CenFac shore based aircraft on the night of 9-10 June maintained heckling
patrols over MILLE and TAROAs On 10 June MILLE was attacked and on both days of
10 and 11 June strikes were made against NAURU and OCEAN. On 11 June MALOELAF,
WIOTJE and FONAPE were bombeds Early on the morning of the 11th and early on the
morning of the 12th, B-24's bombed major islands of TRUK ATOLL.

Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 10-11 June,
On 11 June 91 sorties were made egainst enemy installations, prinecipally supply

areas, in the RABAUL Area. 44 fighter bomber sorties hit enemy occupied positions !

in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE Areas.

A SoPac Catalina on a navigational training flight reports sighting at
131235 L (-11) 9 ships believed by pilot to be 2 BB's, 4 CA's, and 3 DD's in
position 04-60 5, 161-38 E (80 miles SW of KUSAIE), course 320, speed not given;
immediate diversion of searches has been made in order to verify sighting, Eﬁ::f;ét
Yoz
SoPac reports destruction of enemy sub by TAYLOR (DD 468) on 10 June in
the area N. of EMIRAU; identified as I-Classg.

REDFIN reports that 4 BB's, 6 CV's with planes on deck, 8 CA's, and about
6 DD's sortied at 130100 GCT through north SIBUTU PASSAGE, course 320, speed 18.

SWP air forces on 11 June sent an unspecified number of A=-20's, escorted
by P-38's, against NORMFOOR Airfield; large fires resulted; escorts encountered
no enemy interception. B-25's hit shipping along the NWEW GUINEA Coast 60 miles
W. of MANCKWARI, sinking 1 large lugger and damaging 1 2,000-ton AK. On the
night of 10-11 June B-24's heavily bombed FELELIU Airdrome concentrating egainst
dispersal areas; explosions and large fires resulted. B=-24's from 13th AF also
attacked PALAU during the night sterting fires, 1 of which was in a fuel dump.
B-24's from 13th AF also hit TRUK on 11 June starting fires and large explosions,
Our fighters intercepted € enemy planes which were bombing BIAK, and destroyed
3 of them with 2 others probably destroyed., A-20's attacked enemy personnel
areas and gun positions in the vieinity of BORAM; other A-20's bombed and strafed
targets in the WEWAK Area. Usual fighter sweeps were made along the north coast
of NEW GUINEA, concentrating in the WEWAK and HANSA BAY Areas. Our ground forces

in the MAFFIN BAY Area were supported by P=47's. Medium and ettack bombers and
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fighters continued to support our ground forces on BIAK where the land situation
is substantially the ssme as previously reported. C-47's completed 31 supply mis-
sions to HOLLANDIA, 15 to WAKDE despite unfavorable westher which caused cancel-
lation of 50 missions to HOLLANDIA. On the night of 11-12 June 22 B-24's hombed
the airfield on AMBONM,

¥
[ LA

13 June (Oahu date)
CTG 50.1 131212Jreports on beach defenses GUAM at end of D-2 day.

1
CTG 68.2 130358 summarizes results of D-3 operations against TINIAN. A

total of 505 sorties were flown.
emy damage was assessed as 2 planes downed in the air, 1 destroyed on

the ground, 1 probably destroyed on the ground and 6 damaged on the ground. The
groups combat losses were 2 TBFs and 1 F6F, and 3 pilots and 4 crewmen; 1 TBF was
lost operationally.

CTF 58 140048Jsummarizes results @h%*ﬁperations of CTG 58.3 on D=2 against
SATPAN. A total of 405 sorties were flown? Enemy damage was assessed as 1 plane
destroyed on the ground, one probably destroyed on the ground and 1 damaged on the
ground; one 60 ft trawler was probably sunk; 5 trawlers and 3 luggers were damaged.
The groups combat losses were 3 VIs, and 2 pilots, 1 observer and 5 crewmen.

CTG 58.4 130412' summarizes results of D-3 operations over SAIPAN and PAGAN.
A total of 197 sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 3 planes destroy-
ed on the ground and 1 probably destroyed on the ground; damage to enemy shipping
as previously reported (summery 12 June). The groups combat losses were 3 VFs, i
2 VIs and 1 VB, and 2 pilots, 2 crewmen; operational losses were 1 VB and 1 VT,
and 1 pilot.

/
CTG 58.7 (via CTF 58) 132313 gives results of naval bombardment on D-2.

ComSthFleet reports 66 prisoners recovered from NICHOO MARU which was sunk
15 miles NW of SAIPAN. One Jap enlisted aviator who was shot down on 13 June was
also recovered.

ComEthFleet 140526° estimates capabilities of enemy fleet; directs TG 58.1
and TG 58.4 to proceed toward IWO JIMA to carry out scheduled strikes; directs
refueling and replacement of aircraft of TG 58.2 and TC 58.3 on D/l.

ComSubsPac 141001 and 141004 (Ultra--not copied into book) issued by Com-
SubsPac in conformity with verbal instructions of Cinecpac, redispos%ﬁ’submarines
in positions to intercept Jap Fleet units moving from the PHILIFPINES to the
MARTANAS . .

Reports indicate that the work of the underwater demolition teams off the
beaches of western SAIPAN was very successful. Reefs were reported as flat on
top two to four feet underwater which would permit Dukws to cross at certain |
places. No mines were discovered and no underwater obstacles.
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13 June (Oahu date)-continued-

BANG reports at 140848 GCT damaging 1 AO with 1 hit north of MARIANAS; AO
was northbound and apparently fleeing from the striking forces.? Marine Mitchells
continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 11-12 June. On 12 June 111 sorties
were made against enemy instellations in the RABAUL area, weight of the attacks
was directed against AA positions. 43 fighter bombers hit enemy tergets in the
BUFKA and BOUGAINVILLE area.

BLUEGILL (SWP area) operating north of HALMAHERA reports sinking 1 2900-
ton cruiser and 2 AKs for a total of 13,600 tons (summary of 30 April reported
the AK as sinking and burning furiously; summary of 26 April reported 1 positive
and 1 probable hit in the cruiser).

CABRILLA (SWP area) operating NE of BORNEO reports sinking 1 XCVS.k8360-ton

AK, 2 60=ton schooners and 1 5500-ton obsolete converted cruiser (summary of 27
May reports the obsolete converted cruiser as an airplane tender, and credits 1

hit for 6 fired; summary same date apparently erroneously reports the sinking of
1 DD).

On 12 June B-24s from 13th AF bombed TRUK; 20-25 enemy fighters intercepted
but results of interception are unreported. On the 11th-12th of June an unspeci-
fied number of B-24s hit PALAU where fires were started on the PELELIU Airdrome.

2 squadrons of A-20s attacked gun positions along BOROKOE RIDGE in close support
of our BIAK ground forces. Fighter bombers set fire to enemy supply and fuel
dumps near MAFFIN BAY. Enemy patrol plenes harmlessly raided WAKDE under cover

of darkness. Medium attack and fighter bombers struck enemy installations in the
WEWAK erea staerting fires and scoring hits on gun positions. Air patrols harassed
enemy bivouac area west of BUT, while others swept coastal sectors eastward to
HANSA BAY.

In the North Pacific on 12 June 6 PVs carried out an armed reconnaissance
over PARAMUSHIRU and SHIMUSHU.

CTF 94 reports bombardment of MATSUWA completed and retirement begun

according to plan. o
E§;¢1j7/ [ AN
\ " '

Successful landinge were made on red, green, blue, and yellow beaches on
western SAIPAN from 0843 K(-10) to 0910 K(-10) 15 June against opposition from
machine guns and mortars; a few shore batteries fired at ships and approach areas
but were pgenerally ineffective; supporting fire by ships and planes was excellent;
there was considerable opposition on shore but by 1000 the advance elements ad-
vanced halfway to the first phase line, though heavy fighting continued in isola-
ted areas. Troops continued the advance and by 1800 had reached the first phase
line except the left center just east of LAKE SUSUPE. All assault infantry ex=-
cept 1 BLT and part of the artillery of both MarDivs landed by 1800 getting a
total of about 20,000 troops ashore; advance of assault troope was supported by
naval and air bombardment. Practically all coast defense puns and nearly all AA

14 June (0Oahu date)

guns on SATPAN and north TINIAN seemed destroyed though considerable field artil-

lery was still in evidence. Mortar and machine gun fire caused heavy casualties
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in some unite and retarded landings, and some beach areas are still receiving
artillery and mortar fire. Several enemy counter attacks with tanks were repel-
leds Several enemy boats which were anchored off shore as strongpoints were si-
lenceds There have been some casualties on the LCI's and the -TENNESSEE sustained
4 hits from a 4.7 shore battery on TINTAN. Losses of LVT's and tanks have been
lights Enemy troops have been identified as belonging to units of the 13th and
296th Divisions. Prisoners resoued at sea include 126 naval personnel, § Koreans,
and 5 children. CVE fighters shot down 5 of 12 approaching Jap dive bombers.

TF 51, during retirement for the night, was attacked et 1846 by 4 enemy VF's; this
suggests possibility of airfields on ROTA or GUAM still operational. TG'es 58.2
and 5843 were seen under attack at about the same time. BLACK reported at 1735
that she was being attacked by several torpedo planes, During the afternoon of
D-day the enemy set fire to several beached ships in TANAPAG HARBOR. The chamnel
between SATPAN and TINIAN was swept during the day with negative results. |

CombthFleet directs landings on GUAM be effected 18 June K; this is W-day.
Air and gun bombardment will begin 16 June, CTF 51 has requested thet air strikes!
on 16 June by CTG 58.2 and CTG 58.3 be alternated as far as possible between SAI-
PAN and GUAM with first strike on SAIPAN.

Sightings of enemy surface forces are enumerated chronologically as followsr
(all times are K(-10):

(1) 140800:= HADDO reports anchorage at TAWI TAWI completely empty.

(2) 141100:- Com7thFleet reports 2 AD's, 4 large AP's, 4 DD's heading SE
position 06-05 N, 126-05 E (at mouth of DAVAO GULF).

(3) 151900:- FLYING FISH reports large task force slipped past her at SAN
BERNARDINO STRAIT; closest range 22,000 yards, but definitely identified 1 NAGATO i
BB and escorts with more BB's plus 3 carriers plus several CA's and DD'e; course
080, speed 20.

(4) 152330:- SEAHORSE reports enemy task force in position 10-11 N, 129-35
(200 mi. E of STARGAO IS.), course 045, speed 16,5, The radar indicates 6 ships
at ranges from 28,000 to 39,000 yards:; believes CA's and DD's probably could not L
be detected at those ranges.

As result of sightings, ComSoPac has disposed submarines to intercept and
attack,

PAMPANITO (SS 383) at 151050 GCT from position 29-58 N, 140-42 E (192 mi.
NNW of CHICHI JIMA) reports barometer dropping rapidly with strong indication of
typhoon. :

Com5thFleet at 142355 GCT directed CTG 58.4 and CTG 58.1 to limit air
strikes on INO JIMA to D plus 1 Day only; all ships of both task groups to proceed
toward MARTANAS on completion, and to be prepared for action against enemy forces
on D plus 2 Day; Groups ordered to report fuel and bomb situation during D plus 1
Day strikes.

At 150712 GCT CTF 58 recommends to Comb6thFleet that TG 58.4 and TG 58,1
rendezvous with oilers at 1100 K(=10) 17 June in position 18-00 N, 144-00 E (105
mi. W of PAGAN) and fuel as situation permits; estimates TF 58 will have follow-
ing percentages of bombs available night 16 June: 1004 AP; 857 SAP; 45% large ]
caliber GP; 25% small caliber GP; adds, "It's plenty for a battle or so".
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CTG 5844 142243 summarizes results of D=2 operations against SAIPAN and
PAGAN. A total of 217 sorties were flown. Enemy demage was assessed as 5 planes
downed in the air; 2 esmall AK's (1 previously damaped) were sunk; 2 coagtal ves-
sels were sunk by the THATCHER and AUSBURNE while on rescue mission. 2 small AK's
and 1 small vessel were probably sunk and 6 other small vessels were damagede
The Group's losses were not reported.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 12 and 13 June continued strikes against
WOTJE, MALOELAP, JALUIT, PONAPE, OCEAN and NAURU. On 12 June 19 B~24's hit TRUK.
On 13 June MILLE was bombed.

Marine Mitchell's continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 12-13
June. On 13 June 87 sorties were made against supply areas in the vicinity of
RABAUL TOWN and VUNAFOPE; SBD's, TBF's, B-25's, P-33's, and P-39's participated.
28 fighter bombers made harassing strikes over the BOUGAINVILLE Area.

CNB MANUS reports at 140511 GCT that the PITYLLU ISLAND carrier field is
now ready with facilities for carrier planes; the 4,500-foot landing strip and
parking areas will accommodate 2 CV Groups; there is a tower control, and field
lighting and mooring facilities are available; a CAST and an Acorn are operating,

On night of 12-13 June B-24's fran 13th AF bombed the YAP Airdrome starting
large fires. On 13 June B-24's fram 13th AF hit TRUK where 8 explosions and 3

large fires were observed in the target areaj 10-15 Jap planes intercepted. A-20's

fired 1 fuel dump, several buildings, and several grounded planes at BABO. 2
squadrons of B-24's started fires and explosions on KAMIRI Airdrome, NOEMFOOR IS.
Jap concentrations in the vicinity of AITAPE were attacked by 70 A=-20's escorted
by P-39's and Beauforts. Fighter bombers were active in the WEWAK Area. 12 B-25%
staged from DARWIN bombed the LAUTEM Airdrome on TIMOR. On the night of 12-13
June 8 B-24's bombed the HALONG seaplane base at AMBON. Fuel and supply dumps
in the MAFFIN BAY Area were hit by P-40's. (-47's completed 96 supply missions
to HOLLANDIA and 14 to WAXDE,

s AAAJ
15 June (6ahu date) (\ A

No additional reports have heen received concerning progress of our
ground forces on SAIPAN, nor have there been any additional reports of sightings
of the 2 enemy task forces previously reported heading toward the MARIAVAS. The
general effect of the typhoon reported forming in the CHICHI JIMA Area points
toward the forming of an egquatorial front with a 150-mile band of showers with
varisble visibility, mostly below 2 miles and with SW force 2 wind§ lying between
YAF and PALAU, and extending MW to FORMOSA; west of this front weather will be
overcast, 1,000-foot ceilings, wvisibility 5 to 8 miles, wind SW force 4; east of
thie front partly cloudy to cloudy skies, 2,000-foot ceiling, visibility 10-12
miles, wind SE force 4; equatorial front expectad to move slowly westward on 18
or 19 June and shower activity to wesaken,

In view of the enemy situvation W-Day, previously set for 18 June, has been
indefinitely postponed. Upon recommendation of CTF 58, CombthFleet has detached
from TF 51 and attached to TG's of TF 58 the following units:

= Continued -
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(1) To TG 58.2: CruDiv 6, DesDiv 1, DesDiv 106 less WEDDERBURN (DD 684)
plus MONSSEN (DD 798).

(2) To TG 58.3: CruDiv 12 less COLUMBIA (CL 56) and DENVER (CL 58) plus
BIRMINGHAM (CL 62), DesDiv 12 plus SELFRIDGE (DD 357), DesRon 45.
These units are directed to rendezvous with TG 58.2 and TG 58.3 in vieinity of
156-00 N, 144-30 E (60 mi. W of TINIAN) at 1800 K (=10) 17 June. ComDesDiv 12
will designate 2 DD's to report to INDIANAPOLIS (CA 35) at SAIPAN at 1200 K(=10)
17 June as escort tc same rendezvous.

The above redisposition of forces augments TG 58.2 by 4 CA's and 4 DD's;

TG 58.3 is augmented by 1 CA, 3 CL's, and 13 DD's. The total battleline then be- |

comes 7 CV's, 8 CVL's, 7 BB's, 8 CA's, 9 CL's, 4 CL(AA), and 78 DD's; estimates
place strength of opposing Jap fleet to approximate @ (CV's, 5 BB*'s, 11 CA's, 2
CL's, 2 0OCL's; and 27 DD's.

Arrangements have been made to extend search areas to the maxinwn.1ﬁaﬁ§3"
port groups have retired to the eastward under cover of CenPac shore based air=-
crafts

CTG 58.1 150109 summarizes results of D-2 operations. A total of 240
sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 1 enemy plane destroyed on the
ground; 1 sampan sunk, The Group lost in combat 1 F6F, the pilot being rescued;
lost operationally were 1 F6F and 4 SB2C's.

CTG 58,1 160628 summarizes results of D-Day operations. A total of 237
sorties were flown. Enemy damage was assessed as 33 planes downed in the air, 2
probably downed in the air, 14 planes destroyed on the ground (thsse may have
been hit also by TG 58.4), and 4 planes probably destroyed on the ground. The
Group's combat losses were 1 SB2C, 1 TBF, and 2 F6F's, and 3 pilots and 1 crewman
plus 1 pilot and 2 crewmen missing (last seen in a rubber boat); lost operational=-
ly were 2 TBF, 1 F6F, and 1 SB2C. The HORNET has aboard 112 Jap survivors from
a medium AK which was sunk; reported damaged were 6 luggers and 6 small AK'se

CTF 58 152314 summarizes operations of TG 58.3 on D=ls A total of 327
sorties were flown, Damage to enemy was mssessed as 1 plane downed in the air
and 3 plenes destroyed on the ground, with 1 other damaged on the ground; 1 small
AK wes sunk end 1 landing barge and 1 small AK damaged. The Group lost 8 planes
in combat; operational losses were not reported,

SWORDFISH, operating east of the BONINS, reports 1 FUBUKI DD destroyed at
081900 GCT and 1 4,800-ton AK sunk at 141600 GCT.

STINGRAY, on lifeguard station off GUAM, reporte at 160150 GCT having
rescued 5 downed airmen (4 officers and 1 enlisted man).

CTr 57 reports destruction by HASTINGS (DE 19) of an enemy submarine in
position 11-10 N, 164-25 I (120 miles E of ENIWETOK) at 151516 GCT.

Chief of Air Corps reports force of 67 B-20's hombed YAWATA at 151555 GCT;
further details will be passed as they become available.

CTF 94 151807 GCT summarizes results of bombardment of MATSUWA between
1513 and 1543 GCT 13 June. DECLASSIFIED

Authority: EO 12958, as amended
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Marine Mitchells during the night of 13-14 June heckled RABAUL and KAVIENG.
120 SBD's, TBF's, B-25's, P-38's, and P-39's attacked AA positions between
RAPOPO and TOBERA on 14 June; results were generally unobserved; 1 SBD was loste
NEW IRELAND targets were hit by 3 NEW ZEALAND PV's. An unspecified number of
fighter bombers hit enemy occupied areas in BUKA and BOUGAINVILLE Areas. SBD's
continued their daily task of spraying diesel oil on Jap gardens.,

A search plane (SWP Area) reports at 161325 GCT sighting 3 wearships and
unk?own number of 4,000-5,000-ton AX's ir JEFMAN HAREBOR (just west of the VOGEL~-
XQP) o

Another searcher reports 1 large AK with 3 escorts in position 07-00 W,
129-00 E (160 mi. E of MTNDANAO) course 220, speed 12,

CERO (SWP Area), operating E of HAIMAHERA, reports damaging 3 AK's for a
total of 15,500 tons.

SWP air forces on 14 June attacked MANOKWARI shipping with A-20's, es-
corted by P-38's; 1 lugger and 1 barge were sunk; 1 small AK and several luggers
were damaged; there was no interception. B-24's hit NOEMFOOR starting fires in
a mumber of storage areas, A-20's, B-25's, and P-39'g pounded enemy concentra-
tions and supply areas from AITAPE to WEWAK. C-47's flew a total of 109 supply
missions to HOLILANDIA.

The airstrip on OWI ISLAND (S of BIAK) is ready for daytime emergency
landings. The MOKMER Airdrome is serviceable, but awaits mopping up of enemy

artillery located on the ridge NW of the drome. fzkﬂhh-’

16 June (Oahu date)

Late afternoon and night of 15 June (K) front lines previously established
by 2nd end 4th Marine Divisions were withdrawn to the west to facilitate defense
and because of continued severe enemy artillery and mortar fire. During the
night of 15-16 June strong naval herassing and interdiction fires continued. By
noon 16 June enemy pockets of resistence along Beach Green 3 and the pier wese
largely overcome; however, casualties continued to mount from artillery fire which
prevented the landing of equipment and supplies. By 1230 16 June the beaches,
pier and lagoon were open for traffic. By the end of 16 June the 4th MarDiv had
advanced 800 yards beyond the first phase line; the advance was halted by enemy
artillery and mortar fire. The 2nd MarDiv made only slight gains. One RCT of
27th Div landed at 1815K 16 Jume (12 battalions of artillery were ashore. On 14
June the CALIFORNIA was hit on the fire control platform by one enemy minor cali-
bre projectile which killed 1 enlisted man, and wounded 1 officer and 9 enlisted
men; considerable damage was inflicted to radio end fire control apparatus.
20,000 enemy troops were estimated to be on SATPAN.

During the night of 16-17 June (K) enemy morter end artillery fire contin-
ued climaxed by a heavy counterattack on our north flank beginning at 0300K; our
troops held their positions end destroyed 30 enemy tanks and inflicted many
personnel casualties. On the morning of 17 June our assault forces pushed their
attack forward steadily in spite of strong artillery fire and several counter-
attacks on the center and south. At 1800 17 June (D£2) elements of the 4th Div
front advanced to a distence of about 3000 yards from the beach; only slight gains|
were made along the front of the 2nd Dive. Strong Naval gunfire continued during
the dey and air support groups continued to bomb and strafe enemy occupied areas;

~continued=- l_BEZf
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our artillery provided strong support for the infantry. While beaches are
completely free from enemy artillery fire, this fire continues to be heavy against
the 4th MerDiv and the 27th Div. Bad beaches slowed debarkation of troops, equip-
ment and supplies. 27th Div (less 1 RCT) is now ashore and occupies a sector to
the south of the 4th MarDiv. As of 1700K 17 June 2426 casualties were in trans-
ports (of these 34 died and 929 were embulatory). Preliminary estimates of our
casualties are 1500 killed, 4000 wounded; enemy killed estimated at 3000; these
figures are admittedly unreliable.

On 16 June GILMER (APD 11) sank 5 small AKs north of and headed for SAIPAN;
29 prisoners were recovered. WMELVIN (DD 680) and WADLEIGH (DD 689) claimed
probable sinking of submarine during early darkness 17th in position 15-00N, 144~
17 E (60 miles W of TINTAN); several other submarine contacts have been reported.
Several enemy planes bombed and strafed LST groups and PBMs on the water; LST 84
was set on fire (final damage not known); these planes are believed to have landed
in the MARIANAS to support operations of enemy fleet. Most of the APs and LSTs,
with 4 CVEs are withdrawing temporarily to the eastward.

TG 53.16 underwent enemy aerial torpedo attack at 1800K 17 June position
13-35 N, 148-07 E (170 miles ESE of TINIAN); 4 Kates attacked, 3 were downed;
ICT 68 was torpedoed, and in tow but will not be available for operations on
W=Day.
|

CTF 52 170452 is OpOrder A20-44 of CTF 52; the force will support Northern
Lending Force, retire temporarily to eastward transports not required at SAIPAN,
and cover SAIPAN and retirement groups against enemy surfece and air attacks.

One large AO, 1 unidentified ship, and 3 escorts (believed DDs) sighted
at O510K 17 June position 13-29 N, 130-45 E (440 miles NE of SIARGAO IS.) course
120°, speed 15.

CAVALLA reports sighting at 2155K 17 June 15 or more ships (looked like
large combatent ships) position 12-23 N, 132-26 E (810 miles due W of GUAM; 314
miles NNW of BABELTHUAP) zig-zag course estimeted 090°, speed 19.

Reports from the PHILIPPINES coast watchers substantiate submarine sight-
ings previously reported.

CenPac Shore based aircraft on 14-15 June bombed MILLE, WOTJE, TAROA and JALUIT.
On 14 June they bombed TRUK, PONAPE, NAURU end OCEAN. On the 14th the pilot of a
dovned PV was rescued from thBQTE%oon by a Navy Catelina.

Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night 14-15 June.
On 15 June 73 SBDs, TBFs, B-25s, P-39s, P-38s and B-24s bombed warehouses and
buildings in the RABAUL area. 22 New Zealand fighters continued sweeps over the
RABAUL area. Fighter patrols from EMIRAU operated over KAVIENG:14 fighter bombers
attacked enemy occupied positions in the BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE area.

SWP air forces on 15 June struck JEFMAN and SAMATE airdromes in NW NEW
GUINEA with 2 groups of B-2b6s; 40 to 50 enemy planes were destroyed; fires were
started and explosions resulted which covered both areas with smoke from burning
planes and dumps; much shipping was observed in the harbor; escorting P-38s
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accounted for most of the enemy plenes downed in the air. A-20s hit enemy ship=-
ping in MACCLUER GULF and off KAKOS.

3 B-24s hit YAP during the night bombing the airdrome; 1 B-24 attacked the
PELELIU airdrome. Fighter bombers and A-20s hit enemy occupied positions in the
DAGUA, WEWAK and HANSA BAY areas. The usual fighter sweeps were made along the
North coast of NEW GUINEA.

In the North Pacific on 15 June 4 B-24s from 1lth AF made an armed recon-
naissance of MATSUWA and PARAMUSHIRU; 19 enemy fighters were sighted over PARAMU-
SHIRU and several made attacks; all planes returned safely though one was damaged.
7 PVs from Fleet Air Wing 4 bombed PARAMUSHIRU and SHIMUSHU on 15 June; 1 plane
was lost and another indicated that it had landed on RUSSIAN territory; 5 planes
returned safely though 3 suffered damage. 2 B-24s from 11th AF made an armed
reconnaissance over SHIMUSHIRU; both planes returned safely.

Joint Chiefs of Staff 141935 (pink) modifies JCS 713/5.

HANSELL signed ARNOLD 160854 summarizes results B-29 strike against

JAPAN. ( M_},‘ A / :

17 June (Oahu date)

There are no additional reports of progress of operations of our ground
forces on SAIPAN. CTG 52.2 reports that prior to daylight 18 June (XK) the enemy
attempted an amphibious attack just south of GARAPAN; this attack was repulsed by
LCI's and LVT's which destroyed 13 enemy barges. During the action 1 LCI was
damaged; the PHELPS (DD 360) was struck by 2 8-inch hits which damaged the number
3 boiler, repairs to which are underway and will require an estimated 2 days.
Beaches White 1 and 2 (SW SAIPAN) were swept with negative results,

CTF 51 reports at 180134 (GCT) FANSHAW BAY (CVE 70), operating with the
Northern Attack Force, was hit by a bomb; she is proceeding to ENIWETOK.

TG 50.17 (fueling group) was attacked in position 14-45 N, 146-10 E (28
mi. ESE of TINIAN) receiving air attacks by 2 waves of enemy bombers from 1655 (K)
to 1942 (K) 18th. The number of attacking planes has not been esteblished owing
to conflicting reports. The NESHANIC (A0 71) sustained superficial cargo deck
and gear damage; no structural damage and spare gear is available; 3 men missing,
probably overboard from blaste. SARANAC (AO 74) had main stesm line ruptured, the
sick bay, wardroom, and galley wrecked. IHstimate repairs will require 8 hours;
1 officer killed, and 1 officer and 25 men injured. SAUGATUCK (AC 75) reports
nunerous small holes about 3-inch diameter in crew's compartment and number 4
tank on port side; after port fueling hose out of commission; all holes above
waterline; 1 man killed, 1 man injured. FPlanes attacking this group did not hit
escorts.

POMPON reports 1 small AP sunk on 13 June position 32-00 N, 141-00 E (180
miles Se. of HONSHU).
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CAVALLA mekes further report at 0645 (K) 18 June on enemy force previously
reported by her at 2155 (K) 17 June. The submarine was in submerged position
under the force position 12-29 N, 134-30 E (590 mi. We of GUAM). Course varied
between 060 and 100 with speed 19. Formation believed led by CV on starboard
flank; 2 units of 3 ships in column were believed to be BB's or CA's or both on
port flank; other units astern not identified.

Probable CinC lst Mobile Fleet was DF'd (grade N) in position 13 N, 138 E
(500 mis W. of GUAM) at 2023 (K) 18 June; he sent a most urgent despatch addressed
to all commanders Combined Fleet, all commanders Central Pacific Fleet, and Com-
mander 5th Base Air Force; Imperial Headquarters was information addressee.

FINBACK at 2010 (K) 18 June reports sighting searchlights at approximately
14-25 N, 135-45 E. (vicinity of DF'd position); searched at full speed for 4 hours
with no results; she is returning to station; reports numerous unidentified planes
during the day.

ComGenCenPac 180900 (pink) directs preparation of 1 RCT, 77th Division, for
immediate movement to LIARIANAS Area for possible employment in FORAGER Operation.

TF 58 has been withdrawn by ComS5thI'leet from support aircraft missions.
Has refueled and received replacement aircraft from transport CVEs. 4 combat CVEs
with Northern Group furnishing support aircraft at SAIPAN with 2 others conducting
C.A.FP. and A.S.P. for tractor groups. 2 CVEs conducting C.A.P. and A.S.P. for
Southern Tractor Group. 3 others conducting fighter sweeps GUAM, ROTA, TINIAN.
6 PBM's basing on U.S.S. BALLARD at SAIPAN ordered to conduct night rader search
sectors 235 to 295 to 600 miles. 2 damaged 17th by enemy a/c strafing.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 16 June hit PONAPE, JALUIT and MILLE.

Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night of 15-16
June, On 16 June 110 SBD's, TBF's, B=25's, and P-38's dropped 90 tons of bombs
in the RAPOPO and TOBERA Areas. ENIRAU F4U's operated over KAVIENG.

Air operstions over BOUGAINVILLE were confined to routine garden oiling
and patrollinge.

SWP air forces on 16 June again struck the JEFMAN-SAMATE Area, concentrating
on SORONG HARBOR shipping; 2 groups of B-25's bombed and strafed; results reported
as 3,000 tons sunk, 3,000 tons left afire, 1,000 tons damaged, 500 tons bombed
and strafed, 1 unidentified ship destroyed, 2 other cargo ships left sinking, and
other small craft and shore installations damaged; there was no enemy interception.
2 groups of A-20's heavily attacked the WEWAK-HAMSA BAY Area including DAGUA, »

BORAM and MUSCHU ISLAND. Fighter bombers made sweeps along the north coast of
NEW GUINEA. B-24's from 13th AF dropped 89 tons of bombs on DUBLON ISLAND;

a fuel storage tank was destroyed, direct hits were made on installations and
buildings, and many fires and explosions occurred in the target areas; 20 enemy
fighters ineffectively intercepted and droppeaﬂb ur formation destroying 1 of

their own planes by accident. / \
)‘1\' { '
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By 1200 (K) 19 June our ground forces had captured ASLITO Airfield and CB's
were working on ite Our forces hold a general line extending from AGAAN ENE to a
point approximately 4,000 yards Ne of NAFUTAN POINT, thence NW along MAGICIENNE
BAY for a distance of about 2,500 yards, thence NW to a 1,000-yard E=¥ line
(1600 yards S. of GARAGAN); in the center of our zone of action the enemy holds

a pocket of resistance the center of which is about 2,000 yards E. of CHARAN KANAO.

Upon recommendation of CTF 56 the 106th RCT (remaining Regiment, 27th Division)
will be committed; the 1st Bne. (less artillery) will land on RED 3 Beach which is
2,000 yards Ne. of CHARAN KANAQO and in zone of 2nd MarDiv; remainder of RCT (less
artillery) will land on BLUE Beaches which are west of CHARAN KANAO and in sector
of 4th MarDiv; the artillery will be landed on YELLOW Beaches which extend from
AGINGAN POINT 2,100 yards to the northward. Several hostile counter attacks were
reported as ineffective; morning and evening hostile air attacks have occurred
daily until 19 June without partioular effect, with many enemy planes being de=
stroyed in the air and on the ground after landing on MARIANAS airfields. 1 PRM
returning from night patrol was shot down by F6F's W. of SAIPAN on morning of 19
Junes ASLITO Airfield is expeoted to be ready for 1 VF squadroa on 21 June and

1l Squadron has been directed to land on that date. CTF 56 recommends that TF 53
return to ENIWETOK in view of the delay in operations of that force against GUAM,

At 0115 (K) 19 June a PBM search plane sighted a large enemy force of about

30 ships headed east position 13-40 N, 136-48 E (about 520 mi. We of GUAM); another
group of 10 ships was about 10 miles further westward., Unfortunately, this sight-

ing was not received by Com5thFleet until 0915 (K) 19 June. A Navy Liberator

sighted 2 enemy CV's, 2 CA's, and numerous destroyers at 1120 (K) 19 June position

12«80 N, 137-00 E (about 500 mi. We of GUAM) course 170, speed 25. At 0530 (K)
19 June TF 58 made & 325-mile night search from 185° to 345° with no contacts.

Commencing at 1045 19 June enemy air attacks were made on TF 58, the planes
coming in initially from the westward; the attack was continued for several hours.
Some enemy planes landed at GUAM and ROTA but these fields were hit by TF 58
planes several times to prevent use of airfields by hostile aircraft. Over 300
enemy planes are reported destroyed by our planes and AA fire; our own aircraft
losses are not yet reported. The only known damage to our ships was 1 bomb hit
in the SOUTH DAKOTA; bomb damage does not affect her fighting efficiency. Com5th-

Flt reports that enemy may have made long strikes depending on ROTA and GUAM fields

for reservicing; if so, his plane losses may be greater than reported. When the
attack started TG 58.3 sent out a searching and striking force to locate and at=-
tack enemy carriers; no force was encountered.

CAVALLA reports 3 hits from 6 torpedoes fired in a SHOKAKU Class carrier
at 1215 (K) 19 June position 11-50 N, 137-62 E (about 500 miles We of GUAM)s The
CV was accompanied by 2 ATAGO Class cruisers, and at least 3 DD's; course 115,
speed 25, CAVALLA reports hearing 4 terrific explosions in direction of attack
23 hours later; believes CV was sunk,

There is strong evidence to indicate that enemy fleet is retiring toward
DAVAO GULF.

TG 58.4 will fuel at 0600 (K) 20 June; 1 carrier group will fuel each day
thereafter in designated fueling area; the carrier group fueling will deny GUAM
and ROTA to enemy aircraft, /
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CTF 67 161020 summarizes operations for period 11 = 15 June.

CTF 57 has ordered remainder PatRon 16 to SAIPAN to conduct night radar
searches to a distance of 700 miles.

On night of 16-17 June Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL. Fighter
bombers, staged from EMIRAU, operated over the KAVIENG Area. 75 B=-256's, SBD's,
TBF's, B-24's, P-39's, and P=-38's attacked enemy targets in the RABAUL Area. '
65 PV's bombed targets in NEW IRELAND. Fighter sweeps were conducted over BOUGAIN=
VILLE.

8 B=24 squadrons from 13th AF bombed TRUK at 1122 (K) 19 June; results of
strike were unreported; there was no interception though 4 enemy planes were ob~
served in the air,

58 A-20's attacked coastal installations along the NEW GUINEA Coast in the
WEWAK, DAGUA, and HANSA BAY Areas. Effective fighter sweeps were also made along
the NEW GUINEA Coast. C=47's flew a total of 123 supply missions to HOLLANDIA,
TADJI, and WAKDE; 111 were to HOLLANDIA.

A single PV from Fleet Air Wing FOUR bombed SURIBACHI on 18 June; bombing
was by radar and results were uncbserved.

i
19 June (Oshu date) %

Progress of land operations on SAIPAN continued satisfactorily on 20 June
(K)« The 106th RCT was landed according to plen. Supported by continuous air,
ground and naval bombardment our troops advanced to a new line which now includes
all of Southern SAIPAN except the NAFUTAN PENINSULA on the SE tip of the island;
thence north along the shore of MAGICIENNE BAY to a point at about the center of
the bay; thence generally northwest to the west shore at a point approximately
4000 yards north of CHARANKANAO. The pocket of resistance in the center of the
zone of action was well organized and put up severe resistance. The ASLITO and
CHARAN KANAO air strips are both aveilable for emergency landings and it is ex-
pected that fighters will be flown in on 22 June. Our losses esre estimated as
follows:

UNIT KIA WIA MIA* TOTAL
2nd MarDiv 278 1526 488 2292
4th MarDiv 291 2271 714 3276

27th InfDiv 15 78 0 93
Total 584 3875 1202 5661

(#The figures on missing in action are unreliable owing to difficulty
in checking personnel on board ships at sea)

WHITE BEACH (Southern shore of SAIPAN) was heavily mined with anti-boat
end beach mines; these are now being removed. The supply situation ashore is
satisfactory; distillation units are in operation. The damage susteined by LST
84 on 16 June (bomb hit) reported as non-vital; 10 were wounded.

While a report has not been received from ComS5thFleet covering operations
20 June, there are several indications that groups of TF 58 struck major units
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of the enemy fleet during the day of 20 June. Several DF locations from 1756K

to 2150K 20 June, and 2 sightings from search planes at 1005K and 2330K on 20 June
locate the center of the hostile force approximately 850 miles west of SAIPAN.,

A report from ComSthFleet at 2330K 20 June reports many pilots down in the water
from gas shortage approximately 420 miles west of SAIPAN; Dumbo search and rescue
was requested for 21 June; 1 DesDiv from each TG has been directed to remain in
the area for rescue purposes. ComSubsPac has redisposed submarines to effect
rescue and to intercept and attack the hostile force.

ComAF 5 reports sighting by search plane a 15 ship convoy of unidentified
ships at O0015K 21 June position 08-11N, 134-45E (just north of PALAUS), course
250°, speed not given; one ship was reported as sunk. On 18 June CenPac shore
based aircraft made strikes against TAROA, WOTJE, MILLE, PONAPE and NAURU. 14
B-24s bombed TRUK.

Marine Mitchells continued to heckle RABAUL during the night 17-18 June.
On 18 June 87 SBDs, B-25s8 and P-38s bombed supply areas in the vicinity of
RABAUL concentrating against VUNAPOPE, RALUM and PRAED POINT. Two flights of
7 New Zealand Pvs hit enemy occupied areas along eastern coast of BOUGAINVILLE.
EMIRAU fighters operated over KAVIENG.

NARWHAL (SS 167) (SWP area) operating off east coast of MINDANAO reports
damaging 1, possibly two, unidentified 4000-ton ships on 21 May.

On 18 June A-20s again attacked MANOKWARI shipping and coastal areas to
the south, the airdrome at MANOKWARI was also strafed, Other A-20's strik the
airfields on NOEMFOOR TSLAND. A-20s bombed personnel areas at DAGUA; other
targets in the WEWAK area were hit by P-47s, P-39s and Beauforts. C-47s flew a
total of 107 supply missions to HOLLANDIA, TADJI and WAKDE. 15 B-25s bombed

northeast TIMOR.
-J
o NB
(IF- ="
20 June (Oahu date) {

At 2015640 (E) carrier search planes made contact with enemy fleet position
15-35 N, 134-30 E (645 mi. W of TINIAN). At 201553 (K) TF 58 launched full deck
load for atteck from position 13=56 N, 139-06 E (385 mi. W by S from TINIAN); at-
tack was delivered against hostile force at 201842 (K) in position 15-30 N,

133-55 E (about 30 mi. W of Jap position given above); there were 6 CVs, 6 CAs,

4 BBs present. As result of the long flight and night recovery many planes landed
in the water; some pilots were recovered during the night; the search and recovery
continues.

Our carrier search planes were again over the enemy fleet at 210700 (K), but
strike was launched at dawn from position 15-20 N, 136-56 E{545 mi. W of TINIAN);
this strike failed to reach the target which was in position 17=30 N, 131-50 E
(about 170 mi. NW of Jap position previously reported on the 20th, and about 300
mi. to west of our force's launching point); our force continued to the westward
during the day searching for cripples but with negative results. In the absence of
a report from CTF 58, results of the force's strike against the enemy fleet are
unknowne
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The last reported position of enemy fleet was 17-34 N, 131-40 E at 200650 (K)
course 300, speed not over 20; reported position is about 655 miles SE of FORMOSA.
The reported composition was 3 medium carriers (1 leaving oil slick) escorted by
3 DD's; 11 CAs and 8 DDs were to the northward of the carrier force; 15 miles to
the south of the carrier force were 4 BBs (2 of which were YAMATO Class); 6 DDs were
35 miles astern of BBs. 3 CVs and 2 fleet oilers which were sighted during the at-
tack night of 20 June were unlocated.

Progress of land operations on SAIPAN on 21 June (K) was satisfactory though
slow, with heavy fighting continuing during the day on all Division fronts. The
pocket of resistance in the center of the zone of action was eliminated; the 27th |
Division extended their line on NAFUTAN PENINSULA to the south for a distance vary—f
ing from 200 to 1,000 yards; the line to the north was extended about 1,000 yards. |
At 0600 (K) 22 June the 2nd and 4th MarDivs will launch a coordinated attack to
seize the high ground overlooking MAGICIENNE BAY. No additional reports of casual=
ties have been received. S

1 Army VF squadron will land on ASLITO Airfield on 22 June; 2 additional
squadrons will land on the 23rde 12 artillery observation planes have been operat-
ing daily from CHARAN KANOA Airstrip. CTF 51 has directed CTF 53 to send 1 CVE
plus screen to strike PAGAN airfields early morning 22 June; on completion this
strike to rejoin own force. Combatant ships attached to TF 58 during threat of
Fleet engagement have been returned to TF 51. Fifth Fleet is returning from pur-
suit of enemy fleet which is believed to be retiring toward FORMOSA. TransDivs 18
and 28 will depart for PEARL before dark 22 June (K)e

On 19 June CenPac shore based aircraft bombed TRUK, PONAPE, MILLE, WOTJE, and
TAROA.

Weather restricted the number of Marine hecklers over RABAUL to 1 plane on the
night of 18-19 June. On 19 June 97 B-25's, SBD's, TBF's, and P=38's attacked AA
gun positions S and SW of RAPOPO; 4 B-24's bombed VUNAKANAU Airfield. EMIRAU P=39
patrols operated over the KAVIENG Area. Fighter bombers made sweeps over BOUGAIN-
VILLE, attacking targets of opportunity.

Com7thFleet reports sighting by observer of 1 possible CV, 1 DD, and 3 medium
AP's anchored NW of SURIGAO PROVINCE, MINDANAO; approximate position 09-356 N, 125«
44 E; sighting reported early morning 21 June.

GURNARD (SWP Area), operating CELEBES SEA, reports sinking 1 large AK, 2 medi-
um AK's, and 1 large AO for a total of 26,900 tons; demaging 1 BB, believed NAGATO
Class, and 1 medium AK for a total of 36,700 tons. l

SWP air forces on 19 June sent 22 B=-24's against KAMIRI Airdrome and dispersal!
and bivouac areas on NOEMFOOR ISLAND; the areas were heavily bombed, 40 tons being
dropped, and a large fire started. A-20's attacked shipping along N coast of
VOGELKOP; other A-20's conducted a barge sweep along the north coast of JAPEN IS.
Pressure was maintained on enemy troop concentrations E. of AITAPE by light bombers
which attacked LUAIN and SUAIN Villages; CAPE MOEM and DAGUA storage areas were alsc
bombed by A-20's. Usual fighter sweeps were made alénpg N coast of NEW GUINEA, in-
cluding the Islands of MUSCHU and KAIRIRU. C=-47's flew a total of 93 supply mis-
sions to HOLLANDIA, 14 to TADJI, and 9 to WAKDE.

In the North Pacific on 19 June 2 B-24's from llth AF bombed SURIBACHI with un-
observed results. 3 PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR bombed PARAMUSHIRO with unobserv-
ed results. A delayed report states that on 17 June 3 PV's from Fleet Airiﬂ%ggﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ
bombed SHIMUSHU by radar; 2 fires were observed. g;’fm ~ AN
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CTF 58 summarizes operations during 19 and 20 June (K). On 19 June gﬁ
enemy planes were shot down, 18 by gunfire. We lost 21 planes in combat and 4
operationally; 13 pilots and 6 crewmen were lost in combat, and 1 pilot and 1
crewman were lost operationally. The BUNKER HILL and the WASP received near
misses resulting in 1 officer and 2 enlisted men killed, 4 officers and 81 en- :
listed men wounded; the SOUTH DAKOTA received a bomb hit (previously reported). |
On 20 June 15-20 enemy planes were shot down; our losses were 49 pilots and 59
crewnen killed or missing in combat, 2 pilots and 6 orewmen lost operationally. |
Enemy ship damage reported as follows; sunk; 1 CV (HITAKA Class), 3 AO's; probably
sunk: 1 CV (HITAKA Class), 1 DD; badly damaged: 1 CV (SHOKAKU Class); damaged
by at least 1 hit: 1 CVL, 1 BB (KONGO Class), 1 CA, 2 DD, 2 AO's.

|
At 1955 (EK) 22 June MARYLAND was hit by torpedo or skip bomb; damage is be- |

lieved not excessive. |

Indications continue to point toward retirement of enemy fleet to EMPIRE.

constituted to vicinity SAIPAN; to deny GUAM, ROTA, and PAGAN to enemy aircraf+t;
to assist in air defense and air support of SAIPAN. Directed that 2 carrier TG's
with CA and DD screen be sent to ENIWETOK; the 3rd carrier group with fast BB's
to remain in covering position in SAIPAN Area with restricted air operations.
ComSthFleet will proceed with TG 58.4 to SAIPAN,

r
Com5thFleet at 220525 GCT directed CTG 58.4 to proceed with his group as now ;
I
|

TU 52.17.7, Rear Admiral Kingman in TENNESSEE with CALIFORNIA, escorted by
2 DD's and 1 DE ordered to depart SAIPAN for ENIWETOK 221800 (K) where unit will
fuel, provision, and take on ammunition preparatory to returning to SAIPAN.

CIF 58 at 220634 GCT directed CTG 58.2 in BUNKER HILL with CV's, CA's, and
DD's of TG 58.1 and 58.2 to depart MARIANAS upon completion of fueling about 23
June (K), and to proceed to ENIWETCK. Enroute each TG to make 1 heavy air strike
on PAGAN to put runways and air facilities out of commission, using heavy GP bombs
with long delay fuzes. Upon completion of the strike TG 58.1 to fly replacement
planes to TG 58.3.

Shipping has been made available to move 1 RCT of 77th Division to ENIWETOR
on about 2 July.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 20 June conduoted strikes against PONAPE, TRUK,
WOTJE, and TAROA.

On 20 June bad weather caused cancellation of major strikes against the RABAUL
Area, air operations being restricted to strikes by 4 PV's against DUKE OF YORK
ISLAND and 5 B-24's against VUNAKANAU and vicinity.

ASPRO (SWP Area), operating off PALAUS, reports sinking 2 AK's for a total of
11,500 tons.

FLIER (SWP Area), operating west of LUZON, reports 2 hits in a 10,000-ton
tanker at 131500 (H).

On 20 June § squadrons of B-24's heavily attacked NOEMFOOR ISLAND bombing
enemy stores and personnel areas near KAMIRI and KORMASOREN Airdromes; though
heavy cloud cover prevented obgervation, smoke from fires and explosions rose

( Continued ) 1969
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above 5,000 feet. B-25's and fighter bombers contin,ed air operations against
enemy occupied positions along north NEW GUINEA Coast; unfavorable weather re-
stricted operations. 8 B=-24's bombed WOLEAI on 19 June wi th unobserved results.
On 20 June 4 B-25's made a shipping sweep off TIMOR.

The 3 airfields on southern BIAK are reported in our possession.

22 June (Oahu date) J

Land operations on SAIPAN on 22 June (K) continued against strong opposition.
On the south, an advance varying from 200 to 1,000 yards was made; our forces
hold all of NAFUTAN PENINSULA except the last mile. On the north, our forces
advanced approximately 1 mile along the entire front which extends generally from
southern edge of GARAPAN-TAPOTCHAY (exclusive)=LAULAU on MAGICIENNE BAY; this line
is believed to closely parallel the enemy main line of defenses A considerable
quantity of enemy materiel has been captured; this includes 41 75-mm guns and vari-
ous other calibers. Among ceptured documents are those indiceting strength of ene-
my to be about 23,000; plans for the defense of GUAM (dated 25 March) were alsc
captured. CTF 51 believes 1 submarine was sunk by the BENHAM (DD796) and the
CHANDLER (DMS 9) position 15-50 N, 147-05 E,

CTG 58.1 230458 supplements summary of 20 June (K) to CTF 58, Reports 3 of
our planes shot down in combat and 2 still unaccounted for; 3 pilots and 6 crewmen
were lost in combat with 2 orewmen still missing. Lost operationally were 40
planes; 1 deck officer and 1 crewman were lost operationally. 1 enemy plane was
destroyed in the air and 2 others were probably destroyed.

The YORKTOWN claims 2 sure torpedo hite on an unidentified smaell carrier and
1 DD sunk by & stray torpedoe A BELLEAU WOOD survivor just returned reports CV,
HAYATAKA Class, burning and listing from internal explosions as she passed him.
The previously reported torpede hit on an ATAGO Class cruiser by the HORNET group
is now believed to be CHCKAI or MAYA Class.

CTG 58,1 222337 summarizes operations 21 June (K). A total of 79 sorties were
flown over the target area, but the enemy fleet was not found. The group lost 1
F6F and 1 pilot operationally., 9 men were rescued by rescue planes.

At 231230 (K) TG 58.1 launched a strike against PAGAN reporting no air tar=-
gets; plans to make a long range fighter sweep against IWO JIMA at daylight 24
Junee

At 231205 (K) the MANILA BAY was attacked by 4 hostile fighter bombers about
60 miles E. of TINIAN; no demage was incurred.

ARCHERFISH (SS 311) reports counting on IWO JIMA on 23 June 47 medium bombers
end 36 fighters on the ground; 7 6500-ton craft were off the west shore.

CTF 51 reports at 231612 (K) thet enemy AP and 2 DE's were unloading troops
at ROTA; CTG 52.14 was directed to attack during the afternoon. (Report was origi-
nated by ASP plane).
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CTF 57 210520 summarizes operations 16-20 June.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 21 June conducted strikes against WOTJE, TAROA,
PONAPE, and TRUK; in the strike on TRUK the PARAM Airstrip was belisved to have
been extensively damaged by 13 B=24's which dropped 114 500-1b, bombs.

On 21 June B-25's, escorted by P-38's, attacked enemy shipping off SORONG;
other B=25's hit shipping in SELE STRAITS. During the night, an unspecified
number of B-24's bombed PALAU with unobserved results. A-20's bombed and strafed
KAMIRI and NAMBER Airdromes on NOEMFOOR; other A-20's bombed enemy positions in
the vicinity of SARMI. 2 groups of A-20's heavily attacked enemy targets between
AITAPE and BORAM, hitting LUAIN VILLAGE and storage areas at WEWAK. the usual :
fighter sweeps were made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. C(C=47's flew a total
of 73 supply missions to advance bases. The airfield on YAP ISLAND was heavily
bombed by B-24's from 13th AF; a total of 12 enemy planes was definitely destroyed.
4 B-24's from the same force bombed SOROL ISLAND.

CTF 53 230832 (pink) outlines plan for landing on GUAM. C%fiﬁ’(
WA
]

23 June (Oahu date)

On 23 June (K) the 27th Inf. Div. (less 1 RCT) went into the front line be-
tween the 2nd and 4th MarDivs; the RCT remains in the NAFUTAN PENINSULA with the
mission of cleaning up that areas. At 231005 (K) after a 30-minute preparation con-
sisting of an artillery barrage and supporting fires from ships and planes, a co-
ordinated attack was launched directed toward the envelopement of TAPOTCHAU MT.
The enemy resisted stubbornly and progress of our forces was impeded by enemy
mines and booby traps. By 1500 our front lines had been extended approximately
700 yards on each side of TAPOTCHAU MT. An enemy battery on TINIAN came into
action during the night and dropped shells intermittently among transports and on
the beach; LST 115 sustained a hit which decommissioned the power steering though
the vessel can move under its own power. On 18 June YMS 323 was hit by 6 enemy
shells with considerable damage; temporary repairs are now near completion. 3
aviation POWs, who were shot down while trying to land on TINIAN, are now enroute
PEARL; they state the following carriers were in the enemy fleet: SHOKAKU, ZUIKAKU,
HITAKA, HAYATAKA, RYUHO, and ZUIHO.

CTG 58,1 240153 summarizes operations 23 June against PAGAN. A total of 101
sorties were flown over PAGAN. Enemy damage was assessed as 6 planes downed in
the air, 4 destroyed on the ground, and 2 probably destroyed on the ground; 1
sampan and 4 small AKs were sunk; 2 small AKs and 12 sampans were damaged by stra- |
fing. The group lost 1 F6F and 1 pilot. :

CTG 58.4 reports considerable fighter opposition at GUAM on 23 June; we lost
2 planes and shot down 3 enemy planes.

ComBatPac describes air attack against TG 58.7 on 19 June. Action began at |
0608 when a diving enemy plane was shot down by YARNALL (DD 541). At 3002 ALABAMA
reported large bogies approaching from 265 distance 130 miles; TG formed in circu=
lar disposition with heavy ships and destroyers alternating on circle 6; INDIANA
was at center; DesDiv 106 as pickets circle 16 to westward. Raiding planes were
intercepted by fighters, but remnants made a determined strafing and bombing at-
tack at 1045 (K) followed by a torpedo attack. Well executed attackes continued
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until about 1500 (K); most attacks were stopped beyond the screen but some pene-
trated and were destroyed. DesDiv 106 was effective in breaking up approaches.
The INDIANA which was repeatedly attacked with bombs and torpedoes shot down 9
enemy planes. MINNEAPOLIS was damaged by a 10-ft. near miss; the INDIANA was
dented on the side by a orashing enemy plane; the HUDSON (DD 475) was hit by a
S5=inch shell,

On 24 June (K) TG 58.1 made a 240-mile fighter sweep over INO JIMA. 60 enemy
planes, mostly fighters, were shot down; 10 to 20 others which were on the field
were not destroyed because of enemy interception. The HORNET CAP shot down 11 of
12 KATES attempting to attack the force and the 12th was shot down by BELLEAU WOOD
CAP, We lost 4 fighters,

CTF 51 reports that at 241925 (K) 3 enemy planes dropped bombs on the beach
at SAIPAN; planes apparently came from GUAM or ROTA; planes retired on course 200,
At 242040 (K) about 10 enemy planes were picked up by radar bearing 210 distance
60 miles; a direct approach was made and flares were dropped over the ships which
were covered by a smoke screens 8o far as known, planes did not drop bombs or
torpedoes; they circled southern TINIAN airfields but apparently did not land (thes
fields were heavily bombed and shelled during the afternoon and were probably not
usable)s Planes finally retired at 2140 (K) on course 245,

CTG 52.14 reports completion of photographic mission over GUAM; strong AA
fire was encountered. Photographioc flight leader estimates that operations over
GUAM will be difficult until the area has been neutralized by bombardment. 3

CTG 52.14 reports sinking by bombing a 4 to 5,000-ton AX at ROTA.

Cam5thFleet at 240100 GCT authorized and directed Commander Northern Troops
and Landing Force to relieve Major General Ralph Smith from command of the 27th
UeSe Army Division and to place Major General Jarman in command of the Division;
this action taken in order that the offensive on SAIPAN may proceed in accordance
with the plans and orders of the Commander Northern Troops and Landing Force.

Major General Jarman at 240426 GCT requested of CinCPOA that Brigasdier General
Edgar B. Calliday be sent to SAIPAN by first available air transportation with
highest class air travel priority.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 22 June conducted strikes against WOTJE,
TAROA, PONAPE, end TRUK; MOEN ISLAND airfield and dispersal areas were hit by 14
B=~24's which dropped 140 500-1b, bombs,.

Marine Mitchells continued heckling of RABAUL during the nights 20-21 June amnd
21-22 June. On 21 June 64 B-25's, SBD's, TBF's, and P-38's concentrated against
supply areas at NORDUP and RALUM. On the following day 79 planes hit AA positions
south and southwest of RAPOPO, and 6 B=24's bombed TOBERA. On 21 and 22 June
fighter sweeps were conducted over KAVIENG and the usual fighter sweeps were made
over BUKA and BOUGAINVILLE.

On 22 June severe fighter activity over GEELVINK BAY and over north central
NEW GUINEA coast interrupted 6th AF operations in those areas. A=20's bombed dis-
persal areas and gun positions on KAMIRI and KORNASOREN Airfields on NOEMFOOR IS.;
other A-20's closely supported our ground forces in the SARMI Area. Usual fighter

sweeps were made along north coast of NEW GUINFA. 4 C-47's landed on the MOKMER
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airdrome to complete the first missions to BIAK ISLAND, while 33 other missions
were completed to HOLLANDIA, TADJI, and WAKDE.

In the North Pacific on 22 June, 3 PV's from FAW 4 bombed KATOAKEA; 3 large
and s everal small fires were observed; all planes returned safely.

Richardson 230950 (pink) covers recommendations of Richardson and Harmon that
command of Us.Se. Army Forces in South and Central Pacific Areas pass to command of
ComGen USAFPOA; discusses other command relationships.

CinCPOA 240929 (pink) announces decision to employ 96th Infantry Division in
STALRMATE in preference to use of 38th Division.

CinCPOA 240514 (pink) discusses and makes recommendation perteining to employ-
ment of 96th Infentry Division in STALEMATE.

CTF 51 232020 (pink) explains reason for delay in estimation of W date for
landing on GUAM,

24 June (Oahu date) /

The coordinated attack launched by 2nd and 4th MarDivs and 27th Inf. Div. on
23 June (K) continued on 24 June with%doubleg emvelopment of TAPOTCHAU MOUNTAIN;
progress was slow and stubbornly contested by the enemy over terrain which was
rough and precipitous. The second day of the attack saw our forces under way
at 0800 and by 1400 a general advance of about 800 yards had been made along the
front with pronounced salien#@ being developed on either side of the objective.
At 240030 (K) 2 small groups of enemy planes approached from the northward and
from high altitude dropped sticks of bombs in the inner transport area; naval
casualties were 10 killed, 22 wounded on LST 222, LCT 998, PCS 1402, PCS 1461, and

|
|

PHAON (ARB 3)j there wes minor material demege. At 241936 3 enemy planes approached

apparently from GUAM and dropped sticks of bombe on shore; no report of damage has
been received.

CTF 58 reports final results of air operations on 19 and 20 June. Final re=
port for 19th credits an additional 49 enemy planes destroyed of which 15 were de-
stroyed on the ground. Our plane combat losses for the 19th were 27 (increasse of
6), and our pilot combat losses were 18 (increase of 5); loss of crewmen remains
at 6. On the 20th, 26 enemy planes were downed (increase of 6); we lost 22 pilots
in combat (decrease of 25); 27 crewmen were lost in combat (decrease of 32); a to-
tal of 95 planes was lost. Revised estimate of damage to enemy ships is consider=-
ably heavier than that previously reported, now listing as sunk, probably sunk,
badly demaged, or damaged the following: 1 BB, 3 CV, 3 CVL, 2 CA, 4 DD, and 5 AQ.

CTG 58,2 241018 summarizes operations for 24 June against PAGAN. A total of
128 sorties were flown over the targets The group lost 2 planes and destroyed 3
enemy planes. Shipping damage was assessed as 3 small AK's sunk, 2 probably
sunk, and 3 luggers demaged.

Final report by CTG 58.1 on results of strike against IWO JIMA on 24 June (K)
increases to 116 number of enemy planes downed in the air (increase of 56) and 11
others probably dowvned in the air; we lost 5 planes instead of 4.
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CTG 58.4 280047 summarizes operations against GUAM on 24 June. 151 sorties
were flown over the target. Enemy deamage was assessed as 2 planes downed in the
air and 6 destroyed on the ground; a landing barge loaded with 40-50 soldiers was
left burning and sinking., We lost 1 plane,.

CombthF1lt 240622 (pink) announces conference with Turner and Holland Smith
concludes that situation ashore does not permit withdrawal of any troops now com=
mitted, nor cen date for such withdrawal now be set; additional reserves may be
required and 1lst Marine Provisional Brigade will be kept afloat in the area for
that purpose; ships of TF 63 not required in current operations on SAIPAN to be
sent to ENIWETCK; etce

PINTADO, operating NW of MARIANAS, reports total score during this patrol 5
loeded AK's sunk for a total tonnege of 37,0003 this includes 3 AK's previously |
reported in summary 6 June. |

CenPac shore based airoraft on 23 June bombed WOTJE, TAROA, PONAPE, and TRUK;
MOEN Airfield was hit by 15 B=-24's which dropped 373 tons on strips and dispersal
areas.

Search plane reports sighting 3 small AK's with 3 auxiliaries at 242300 GCT
position 19 N, 143 E (170 miles WNW of PAGAN), course 350, speed 8. ComNavGroup
CHINA reports that on 23 June an Army reconnaissance unit observed in TAKAO HARBOR |
28 vessels (200-250 feet), 1 BB (600-700 feet), and 1 A0 (500 feet)s A coast
watcher reports in ZAMBOANGA HARBOR on 22 June 1 BB, 2 CA's, 2 DD's, numerous AK's,
and many seaplanes including 11 4-engine flying boats.

On 23 June unfavorable weather handicapped air operations over RABAUL and
BOUGAINVILLE. During the night of 22-23 June 2 Marine Mitchells operated in bad
weather to heckle RABAUL. Fighter bombers patrolled the RABAUL Area on 23 June
and bombed VUNAKANAU. Fighter bombers from EMIRAU operated over KAVIENG.

On 23 June 19 B-24's from 13th AF dropped 55 1,000-1be bombs on YAP; the air=
field was accurately and heavily bombed as were buildings and installations near
the field. '

An unspecified number of B-24's attacked JEFMAN Airdrome on 23 June starting
fires and explosions in the dispersel areas; there was no interception. 31 A-20's
attacked targets on NOEMFOOR bombing and strafing the 2 airfields and hitting store
and personnel areas. 12 B-26's closely supported our ground forces on BIAK, and
A-20's hit enemy occupied positions in the SARMI-MAFFIN BAY Areae 2 B-24's struck
PELELIU Airdrome during the nighte Fighter bombers attacked bridges and storage
areas in the vicinity of WEWAK. C-47's continued supply missions to BIAK, complet-
ing 106 missions to HOLLANDIA and other forward bases and 3 to MOKMER A:;irame-
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The 3 division attack against TAPATCHAU Mountain was resumed at 0730 25
June (K). 2nd MarDiv advancing northward about 500 yards and inlend to a distance
of 1200 yards entered southern part of GARAPAN Village; other elements of the
division reached and occupied the peak of the mountain., 27th InfDiv (in the
center) met severe resistance from a very strong point 1000 yds SE of the mountainj
within the strong point the enemy occupied caves on the sides of cliffs; the
strong point is now surrounded and being subjected to point blank artillery fire.
4th MarDiv attacking on the right (East) wing met only light opposition and hage
now occupied the entire KAGMAN PENINSULA. A small amount of ground was teken on
NAFUTAN PENINSULA where one RCT of 27th Div is operating. Few prisoners have been |
taken though numerous civilians are in our custody. A total of 36 enemy tanks
have been destroyed and 40 have been captured; 3 coastal defense guns have also
been captured. Our artillery maintains heavy harassing fire in SAIPAN sectors,
particularly in GARAPAN. An enemy air attack at 241935 (K) caused no damage as
bombs fell in the water.

There is no further estimate on number of enemy dead. The estimate of our
casualties follows:

UNIT KIA WIA MTA TOTAL
2nd MarDiv 350 1804 516 2670
4th MarDiv 536 3041 662 4239

27th InfDiv 81 364% 22 467*
Totel 967 5209 1200 7376

*Includes 2 from Corps Troops.

CTG 58.1 260114 gives complete summary of strike against INO JIMA on 24
June. Task Group Commander states that complete surprise was effected and
believes that strike broke up a large enemy raid which was essembled and was in
the process of hitting southward. Many planes were loaded with torpedoes, had |
fighter escort and were airborne, on arrival of our fighter sweep. |

In order to conduct anti-shipping strikes in GUAM end ROTA, and in south-
wostern epproaches thereto, CTF 58 directs formation of TU 58.4.56 Rear Admiral
Baker in MIAMI with CruDiv 14 end DesRon 23; this unit to depart TG 58.4 at 0600
(K) 27 June. If practicable the unit will attack coastel defense batteries and
AA batteries on western end of OROTE FIELD. Unit rejoins TG 58.4 by 0800 (K) 28
June. i

|

CTG 58.4 252325 summerizes operations on 25 June against GUAM and ROTA. A
total of 102 sorties was flown over the target. Enemy demage was assessed as 8
planes destroyed on the ground, and 11-12 probably destroyed on the ground; one
large AK in APRA HARBOR was damaged for the 2nd time. The group lost 2 planes
operationally.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 24 June bombed WOTJE and TAROA.

BARB (SS 220) reports on 13 June fired 2 torpedoes to slowly sink one large
AP with 2 hits; submarine was operating OKHOTSK SEA.
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On the night of 23-24 June 4 Marine Mitchelle continued to heckle RABAUL.
GREEN ISLAND and EMIRAU Corsairs patrolled the RABAUL and KAVIENG areas. 68 TBFs,
SBDs, B-25s and P-388 bombed targets in the RABAUL area concentrating the weight |
against VUNAPOPE. 16 fighter bombers made sweeps over BOUGAINVILLE.

RAY (SS 271)(SWP area) operating CELEBES SEA reports sinking 1 A0 (10,200),
1 AX (5850), 1 AK (8150), 1 AP (8670), 1 AP (8360) and 1 CM (1345) for a total of
42,475 tons.

A coestal observer reports 3 CAs end 2 AOs position 11-09 N, 123-10 E (north |
of SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT) at 260930 (K), course SW, speed not given. |

On 24 June 45 B-24s bombed gun positions, stores, and personnel areas on
NOEMFOOR ISLAND from KAMIRI to KORNASOREN airfields; a total of 80 tons of 260 and
300-1b bombs was dropped; explosions resulted in gun positions end fires started
throughout the area. 31 A-20s and 12 B-26s strafed enemy bivouacs for 20 miles
along the TOR RIVER, and bombed division quarters and villages in the MAFFIN BAY
area. Fighter-bombers attacked enemy westward troop movements east of AITAPE.
A-20s bombed enemy installations in the vicinity of DAGUA and SUAIN. Fighter-
bombers hit enemy positions in the BUT and BORAM aresas.

In the North Pacific 3 B-24s from llth AF attacked KAURABU ZAKI early morn-
ing 24 June; results were unobserved; all planes returned safely. 4 FVs from Fleet
Air Wing 4 ettecked KASHIWABARA-KATAOKA early on morning of 24 June; fires visible
for 80 miles from the target; all planes returned safely

f}lﬂN\
%V
26 June (Oehu date) 2

Com5thFleet 260207 (Pink) comments upon impressions gained upon visiting
ashore with Lt.Gen. Holland Smithe

CTF 51 270400 summarizes air operations and enemy air attacks during the
last two days.

CTU 58.4.5 reporte results of ROTA-GUAM anti-shipping strike which was made
on 27 June (X) in aoccordance with instructions from CTF 58 (summary 25 June). 1
small tug and 2 sampans were destroyed in APRA HARBOR; 1 medium AK was observed
on the bottom. Coastal defense guns on OROTE POINT were heavily shelled without
receiving return fire., All fuel tanks on south shore of APRA HARBOR wers blown
up, and the ones inshore at the end of the breakwater were left burning. The CAP |
reported 10-12 planes on the ground at OROTE Airfield were destroyed and a large l
fire was started on the field; there was no AA and no air opposition. No shipping
was observed at ROTA; a sugar mill there was set afire and 1 large metal building
on the south shore was demaged.

Com5thFleet concludes that IWO JIMA is being filled with aireraft from the
BEmpire and that these are staging through ROTA and GUAM to attack our forces;
directs CTF 58 to make strike on IWO JIMA, leaving enough strength to deny ROTA
and GUAM fields to enemy aircrafte.
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CTG 52.14 (CVE Group) organizes 3 task units; 2 with 3 CVEs each, and 1 with
2 CVEs, with screen, as anti-submarine patrol to cover our forces at SAIPAN.

CTF 51 reports that enemy planes took off from ROTA at 271854 (K) and raided
our forces at SAIPAN; these planes began landing again at ROTA at 272020 (K).
Com5thFleet has directed CTF 51 that beginning 28 June and until further orders
he will make late afternnon strikes on ROTA Airfield with P-47's.

Laying of torpedo net to protect TANAPAG HARBOR was begun at daylight 28
June (K).

SEAHORSE (S8 304), operating between FORMOSA and LUZON, reports attacking
a 10-ship convoy at dawn 27 June (K) position 21-19 N, 120-25 E, course 340, speed
9; 1 large AO and 1 medium AK were sunk, and 1 medium AK was damaged.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 25 June, bombed WOTJE, MILLE, TAROA, and TRUK; |
10 B-25's hit PARAM Airfield with 20 1,000-1b. bombs with unobserved results; 1 of |
5 Zekes which intercepted aggressively was destroyed. '

Com7thFleet reports an observer sighted at 260910 (K) in SARANGANI BAY (S.
MINDANAO) 7 AP, 3 PG, and 7 launches.

Land operations on BIAK ISLAND were limited to patrol activity. Enemy casual-
ties there reported as 2,370 killed in action and 11 ocaptured. 2 enemy planes bob-
bed MOKMER Airdrome at 252137 (K), injuring 6 men but inflicted little material
damage.

21 B-24's successfully bombed YAP at noon 25 June (K); 8 of 26 interceptors
were shot down; 1 B-24 was lost. Concurrently with strike against YAP 2 B-24's
bombed SOROL ISLAND. 4 B-25's bombed CAPE CHATER Airstrip on TIMOR while 9 Beau-
fort's hit TIMOEKA (W. NEW GUINEA). 12 P-38's badly damaged a medium AK in the
SORONG Area while 12 B-25's attacked a small AK and several luggers at MANOKWARI.
B-25's hit enemy installations on NOEMFOOR. Our ground forces on BIAK and in the
MAFFIN BAY Area were closely supported by A-20's. Usual fighter sweeps were made
along north coast of NEW GUINEA, concentrating mainly in the WEWAK Area.

CTF 94 announces completion of surface bombardment of KURABU SAKI At 0432 (W) |
26 June. TN L‘xmm L\L.L_E‘p;c.aw{\/-) 1;_5.)’\'(&"1'\’\1 i

27 June (Oahu date) :

Our 3 Divisions on SATPAN continued to attack during 26 and 27 June (K).
The 4th MarDiv (on the east) advanced rapidly to the northward reaching a point on
the east coast sbout 2300 yards north of an east-west line, through MOUNT TAPOTCHAU.
27th Inf. Div. (in the center) bypassed the strong point which was holding up their
advance, but they continue to meet heavy resistance and have made slow progress.
2nd MarDiv (on the west) advanced further into GARAPAN VILLAGE and now controls
MOUNT TAPOTCHAU. The 3 Divisions now hold a "U"-shaped front, commencing on the
west coast at a point in the lower third of GARAPAN VILLAGE, advancing generally
eastward to include MOUNT TAPOTCHAU, thence southward to a point opposite the
southern slopes of MOUNT TAPOTCHAU, thence eastward 2,000 yards, thence to the

northward 2300 yards, thence to the east coast. The RCT of the 27th Inf. Div.
has occupied all of NAFUTAN PENNINSULA, except the last 250 yards. During the
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night of 27 June about 400 enemy broke through our lines on NAFUTAN PENINSULA

and pushed northward to attack Hill 500 (43 miles north of NAFUTAN POINT); 200

of the enemy were killed with the remainder being dispersed in our rear areas.

On night of 27 June a party of enemy snipers attacked ASLITO Airfield and succesded
in burning 1 P-47 plane and damaging 2 others; 13 of the enemy were killeds Om
night of 25 June our LCI's engaged in action against enemy barges south of TANAPAG
HARBOR sinking 1 barge; we lost 1 killed, 4 wounded, and some material damage to
LCI's 438 and 456. On the afternoon of 27 June 41 P-47's made a thorough fighter
sweep on ROTA without finding enemy planes; however, during the night beginning I
at 1845 planes were seen by radar to be circling ROTA and appeared to be taking
off. Enemy air attacks harrassed our transports during the entire night of 27
June, except for a 45-minute lull; some bombs were dropped in the water, others
were dropped ashore; 1 bomb hit close aboard the CAMBRIA wounding 1 man but caus-
ing no material damage to the ship. Early morning 27 June enemy planes dropped
8 bombs on the living quarters on ASLITO Field killing 1 and wunding 4. MINRON
FOUR is sweeping MAGICIENNE BAY; about 20 moored mines have been swept thus far;
some of the mines were found near the shore in 5 feet of water.

Our forces report 1943 enemy dead have been buried; 135 prisoners of war and
3710 civilians are in custody. Our casualties to include 1600 26 June;

Unit KIA WIA MIA Total
2nd MarDiv 556 2639 456 3650
4th MarDiv 560 2893 421 3874 }
27th Inf.Div. 129 697 39 865
Corps Troops 7 47 6 €0
Totals 1252 8276 921 8445

There is evidence to indicate that enemy planes have been carefully con-
cealed on GUAM and ROTA and are continuing to operate from those places. Instruc- |
tions have been issued to photograph both GUAM and ROTA for the purpose of locating |
camouflaged aircraft. The PAGAN Airfield is reported as still unserviceable with
many unfilled craters and no evidence of efforts to repair it.

7.

TG 58.4 struck ROTA and GUAM on.ss June, flying a total of 50 sorties over
the target areas; airfields were bombed and strafed. 10 VF's (only 2 possibly
operat ional) were observed on the ground. A large barrack and 2 fuel dumps were
destroyed.

CominCh 271845 discusses movement of 96th Inf. Div. to PEARE about 15 July.

BATFISH (SS 310) reports sighting convoy of 2 AK's, 2 or 3 LST's, and 3 DDs
at 280258 GCT position 3 miles bearing 205 from MIYAKE-SHIMA, course SE speed 10;
also reports sinking 2 more small AKs. '

RATON (SS 270) (SWP Area), operating west of BORNEO, reports sinking 2 large
escort vessels, 1 AK, and 3 small craft for a total tonnage of 7,238; damaging 1
large 10,000-ton AP.

Unfavorable weather greatly restricted air operations over NEW BRITAIN on
25 June and considerably handicapped operations on 26 June. On the 25th, 10 P-39's
and 24 B-25's bombed targets in the WARABU RIVER Area (near RABAUL); results were

unobserved. 16 P=39's and 24 SBD's hit the RABAUL Area. 32 P-39's made fighter
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sweeps over BOUGAINVILLE. On the 26th 93 B-25's, SBD's, TBF's, P=39's, and P-38's
bombed with unobserved results AA positions south of RALUM. 24 P=39's bombed
warehouses at KARAVAT and TALILI, and bombed the revetment area at VUNAKANAU. 39
P-39's conducted fighter sweeps over BOUGAINVILLEJP On 26 June 1 group of B-24's
bambed JEFMAN Airdrome starting several fires in dispersal areas and causing large
explosions; there was no interception. ‘;'A-ZO'o hit KAMIRI storage areas and gun
positions. P-40's supported our ground foroes on BIAK. BStrikes continued to con=-
centrate against enemy occupied positions in the viecinity of MAFFIN BAY, WAKDE, l
DAUGA, BUT, and CAPE MOEN; MUSCHU and KAIRIRU ISLANDS were also hit. On the pre-
ceding day 27 B-24's heavily bombed KAMIRI, NAMBER, and KORNASOREN Airstripsjy

mediun and attack bombers bombed and strafed NOEMFOOR targets. 3 bombers from the |
13th AF ineffectively hit WOLEAI on 26 June.

Philippine observers report considerable shipping west of PANAY on 25 June(K)
sightinge included 3 cruisers, 11 APF's, 4 loaded AO's, and 7 unidentified warships; |
there existe the possibility of duplication in the report. ComNavGroup CHINA re-
ports 4 convoys of 9, 12, 6, and 3 ships respectively in the area between FORMOSA
and the CHINA COAST; sightings made morning 28 June GCT.

In the North Pacific on 26 June 2 B-24's from 11th AF bombed by radar KURABU
ZAX1; fires were observed through the overcast.

On the 26th, 4 PV's from FAW 4 bombed KASHIWABARA and SHIMUSHU; fires were
observed through the overcast. 1 plane photographed KAKIMABETSU Airfield
(PARAMUSHIRU); this plane was attacked by 11 Hamp's, 2 of which were damaged;
pictures show rapid construction on the airfield.

ﬂu.}L/

28 June (Oshu date) //

Our ground forces on SAIPAN made slight advances or/28 June; enemy reaistance|
continues strong. NAFUTAN PENINSULA is now in our hands and organized resistance
has cemsed. Vigorous anti-sniper patrols are active throughout the garrison area
in eliminating isolated enemy resistance. Our total casualties to date stand at
1363 killed in action, 6806 wounded in action, and 843 missing in action. Our
troops report burying approximately 4040 enemy dead. Sweeping of MAGICIENNE BAY
continues; mines are 4-horned moored type recently laid; BROWN Beachez north of
KAGMAN POINT reported mined. Our planes which struck airfields on TINIAN found
several well concesled planes in a caene field some distance from the airfield.
The airfield at ROTA was believed to be unserviceable on night of 28 June.

From 2040 to 2137 28 June 3 groups of enemy planes coming from SSW attacked
SAIPAN; bombs were dropped but damege is not known; 1 enemy plane was shot down
and 1 other was probably shot down; planes are believed to have been seaplanes.
One of our planes carrying 4th MarDiv observer mistoock mortar flash for marker
bomb and fired rockets into our troops killing and wounding several. Air and
surface units continued to support our ground forces.

TG 58.3 hit GUAM with 37 tons on 27 June (K) concentrating against runways.
The TG picked up 4 groups of Bogies (estimated total 8 planes) all apparently
enroute YAP to GUAM, course 050, altitude 12,000 ft. |
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Between 2300 (K) 26 June and 0010 (X) 27 June TG 52.14 was attacked by two
enemy planes believed to be multi-engined flying boats or Bettys. Two torpedoes |
were dropped. CVEs sustained no deamage; one enemy plane was shot down. TG's 58.1
and 58,2 will sortie from ENIWETOK on 30 June and will proceed to the MARIANAS !
area. Enroute thereto they will conduct strikes on IWO JIMA and CHICHI JIMA until
aircraft facilities thereat are wrecked.

TG 58.3 will strike GUAM from the east on afternoon 29 June; group will !
operate south of GUAM early evening, retiring SE during night. TG 58.4 operating
west of MARIANAS will strike ROTA afternoon 29 June, and will keep night fighters
over ROTA until 2300.

CTG 58.4 290450 summarizes operations on 28 June.

At about 2305 (K) 22 June LST 119, while beached on SAIPAN and unloading,
received one medium caliber hit from an enemy battery on TINIAN; damage to hull
and wiring sustained has been repaired and the vessel is now seaworthy.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 26 June bombed MILLE, TAROA, WOTJE, PONAPE,
and NAURU; AA positions at the later place were hit by 16 B-26s, 4 of which receiv-
ed minor damage and a 5th was forced domm in the water; crew was rescued. On the
27th MILLE, JALUIT, WOTJE and TRUK were hit; at the later place 16 B-24s dropped
45 tons on both MOEN airfields.

BANG (SS 385) reports attacking a large convoy consisting of 10 Marus with
5 escorts, plus 1 possible CVS at 290600 GCT, position 17-15 N, 118-20 E (120 miles
west of LUZON) course 205, speed 14, 2 large AKs were sunk with 2 and 3 hits |
respectively; 3 more hits probably sank another; 126 depth charges inflicted no
dama.ga . ‘

GROUPER (SS 214) operating Empire Waters reports & night surface attack 24
June believes 3500 ton AK sunk with 2 hits; possibly one or two smaller ships also
hit. |

PUFFER (SS 268)(SWP area) operating north of MALAY BARRIER reports sinking |
1 large AK and 2 AOs for a total tonnage of 24,336; and damaging 1 AO and 1 CV
(best identified as similar to KAGA class) 26,900 tons for a total tonnage of
34,209,

On 27 June 59 B-20s, P-38s and P-39s dropped 60 tons of bombs on AA positions
east of TOBERA airfield. 39 SBDs, TBFs and B-25s8 dropped 30 tons on supply areas
SE of VUNAPOPE. 4 PVs started fires in the KABUNGA BAY arca. During the night
26=27 June, 3 Marine Mitchells dropped 39 100=1b bombs on RABAUL targets. 16 P-38s|
and 22 B-258 on the afternoon of 27 June hit ERVENTA ISLAND (off south coast of
BOUGAINVILLE) with 49 tons of bombs. 7 P-39s attacked KAVIENG. 18 P-39s harassed |
BOUGAINVILLE.

Photos indicate that on 27 June TOBERA, VUNAKANAU, KAVIENG and PANAPAI run- |
ways were all serviceable. RAPOPO runwey was unserviceable. 24 heavy guns had
been removed from VUNAKANAU.
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Photos of SOERABAJA on 25 June showed 1 DD, 1 CM, 1 PG, 1 SC and 1 MTB
apparently under repair; 3 DDs and 3 SS were in drydock. Merchant shipping
totaled 65,000 tons including 1 AO. 3 burned out merchant ships totalling 13,000
tons were observed. Extensive damage had been inflicted on e refinery and engin-
eering works. 9 float planes, 15 bombers and 10 fighters were in the area.

Submarine reports sighting one TENRYU class CA and 2 DDs westbound through
SALAJAR STRAIT (SW CELEBES) at 1000 (K) 27 June. :

|
SWP Air Forces on 25 June hit YAP through clouds with 19 B-24s8; 7 of 25=30

intercepters were shot down; 4 of our planes were damaged. Also on the 25th, 10

B-24s bombed TRUK, shooting down 1 of 4-5 intercepters. ‘

On 27 June SAMATE airdrome (SORONG area) was bombed by a group of B-248; on
the preceding night 2 B-24s bombed PALAU. 9 A=-20s with P-38 escorts bombed KOKAS
Village, fighter-bombers hit KAMIRI and NAMBER airfields. Fighter-bombers sup-
ported our ground forces on BIAK and in the MAFFIN BAY area. 36 A-20s and 3 B-25s
bombed personnel areas near WEWAK. Other fighter sweeps were made along the north
coast of NEW GUINEA. C-47s completed a total of 108 supply missions to forward
bases. :

1‘. ( A4

i v

29 June (Oshu date) ; A

Our ground forces resumed the attack on SAIPAN at 0730 (K) 29 June; the
attack was pushed forward against strong resistance for an advance of 1,000 yards
on the front of 27th Inf. Div (center of line); enemy resistance reported stronger
than during 2 previous days. The terrain is extremely rough and vegetation is
dense. The occupation of Hill 774 (3,300 yards NE of MT. TAPOTCHAU) by 4th MarDiv
gives us commanding observation to the north and to the east; as a consequence
of this conditions for our advance on 30 June are very favorable. The attack on
the 30th will be launched at 0700 and will be supported by heavy air and ship
bombardment of strong points in TANAPAG HARBOR. The enemy troops which infiltrated
from NAFUTAN POINT have been mopped up. 200 enemy dead, including 100 civilians,
were found on NAFUTAN POINT. During enemy air attacks 27 June (K) bombs were dropﬂ
ped near our front lines and in ASLITO Airfield Area, and in the corps artillery
area; no casualties resulted. On night of 28-29 June, bombs were dropped on %
shore near ASLITO; 2 were wounded, but no material demage resulted. 76 land mines |
were found on Purple Beaches (MAGICIENNE BAY); there were mlso numerous shallow
water anti boat mines in MAGICIENNE BAY. Enemy heavy AA was very active for a
short period on 29 June (K), shooting down 1 TBM and badly holing another; guns were|
silenced and did not fire during remainder of the day. f

|

CTG 52.14 (CVE Covering Group) reports that an enemy submarine torpedo passed
close aboard during forenoon 29 June; ASP plane reports dropping special bomb
which exploded after 1 minute. At 2045 (K) 29 June same TG reports that 3 torpe- |
does passed through the formation. Gunfire against TINIAN continues. Dawn and
evening sweeps were made by P-47's against TINIAN aeirfields and against MARPI POINT
(N shore of SAIPAN). TINIAN fields are still cratered; the enemy is making fresh
attempts to repair MARPI POINT Field. VF's and VI's hit 8 3=inch or 5-inch guns
on TINTAN. A noticeable decrease in AA fire over southern TINIAN has been noted.
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Total enemy dead buried by our troops reported as 4949; our casualties to
include 1800 (K) 29 June:

UNIT KIA WIA MIA TOTAL
I
2nd MarDiv 653 3154 360 4187
4th MarDiv 625 3171 462 4258
27th Inf. Div. 185 1023 51 1259
Corps Troops 11 62 5 68
TOTAL 1474 ~7400 — 878 9752

CTF 52 announces that beginning 26 June (K) TINIAN will be bombarded daily
by air and naval gunfire and shore artillery with the object of destroying all
shore batteries, AA guns, artillery, and known defenses. Coordination between
air and naval gunfire will be effected by providing 2 sectors of operation.

On 29 June (K) TG 58.4 flew a total of 50 sorties against ROTA. P-47's
also made fighter sweeps over the island.

After strike against PAGAN on 28 June (K) CTG 58.4 reports the airfield
badly damaged with no efforts to repair being made; few worthwhile targets re-
main and the Island appears virtually deserted.

CTF 57 262300 summarizes operations 21-25 June.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 29 June bombed TAROA, WOTJE, MILLE, end |
JOKAJ (PONAPE).

The airdrome at ASLITO on SATPAN ISLAND has been designated "ISLEY FIELD" in
honor of Commander Robert He Isley, late commander of Torpedo Squadron 16, who on
13 June gave his life gallantly leading an attack on that airdrome, then in the
hands of the enemy; during this action he was shot down by AA fire.

STURGEON (SS 187) reports large convoy with many escorts including air cover |
at 282225 GCT position 27-44 N, 129-05 E (just E of OKUNA SHIMA, AMAMI Group),
course 220, speed 8; after sinking a 9,000-ton AK with 4 hits, she received 137
depth charges with minor damage.

SWORDFISH (SS 193), operating in BONINS Area, reports at 292347 GCT destroy-|
ed by gunfire a 300-ton trawler and slightly damaged another.

GROWLER (SS 215) reports 3 hits disintegrated and sank 1 large A0 at 281731 |

GCT position 19-10 N, 120-37 E (40 miles N of LUZON). '
I

On the night of 27-28 June 6 Marine Mitchells continued. heckling blockade :
of RABAUL and bombed LAKUNAI; 1 B-25 crashed and burned with no survivors. EMIRAU
Corsairs patrolled over KAVIENG. 108 B-25's, SBD's, TBF's, P=-38's, P-39's heavily
bombed AA positions south of RALUM., 34 P-39's and 6 TBF's bombed and strafed |
BOUGAINVILLE targets.

On 26 June PRESIDENT TYLER grounded while departing TOROKINA; bottom was
damaged in numbers 10 and 11 deep fresh water tanks, fracturing shell and salting
water; vessel expected to be docked ESPIRITU SANTO early July if inspection de-

termines docking necessary. DECLASSIFIED
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SWP air forces flew in excess of 200 sorties against enemy positions and
installations; weight of strikes was directed against enemy occupied villages
west of SARMI, against enemy troop concentrations E. of AITAPE, and against the
WEWAK and HANSA BAY Areas. C-47's flew a total of 82 supply missions to forward
bases.

CTF 94 reports more completely on bombardment of KURABU ZAKI between 1400
and 1420 GCT 26 June. The approach and firing were made by radar, firing range
being 13,000 yards at speed 20. Heavy fog greatly reduced visibility. Enemy
shore battery return fire was entirely ineffective; we suffered no casualties
to ships or personnel. No shipping was present in the harbor, but § fishing
craft were reported as probably destroyed.

¢ U /W
30 June (Oahu date) ;j”}/ AN

There was little enemy activity on SAIPAN during night of 29-30 June (K).
The attack which was launched morning 30 June met strong resistance on the fronts
of the 2nd MarDiv and 27th Inf. Div.; advance was slow and at the end of the day
our front line remained approximately the same as that at the end of 29 June,
though 2 pockets of resistance were eliminated. A TBF;p’on observation mission
shot down by enemy AA fire and crashed among our own troops causing 7 casuale
ties.

There were no air alerts on night of 29-30 June (K). During the night of
30 June - 1 July several bogies appeared and dropped several bombs on shore. 1
enemy plane was shot down by a night fighter. There were strong air and ship gun=-
fire attacks throughout the day against TINIAN. Fighter sweeps at ROTA were made
during the morning and eveninge TG 53.2 (TransDive 4 and 6, and DesDiv 30) and
TG 53.17 (Tractor Group) were ordered to ENIWETCK to await further orders. Mine-
sweeping of MAGICIENNE BAY was completed.

Our own dead buried totale 1624; incomplete reports show 5692 enemy buried,
including civilians. 220 prisoners of war have been taken.

ComDesDiv 46 reports 2 AA batteries on AGANA Field were shelled on 30 June;
extent of damage was not observed; firing commenced at sunset and continued at
intervals during the night.

23 Zeke's and 1 Kate have been captured at SAIPAN; all planes are in good
condition and the Kate is radar equipped.

CTG 58.4 302342 summarizes operations for 30 June (K).

CombthFleet directs CTG 58.2 to mine CHICHI JIMA at diseretion; group is
ordered to remain long enough to give IWO JIMA a good "going over"., Photos just
received show small craft used for unloading at IWO JIMA as valuable target.

PLAICE (SS 390) reports firing 4 torpedoes at convoy of 2 AK's escorted by
1 trawler position 28-22 N, 141-17 E (90 miles NW of CHICHI JIMA), course 220,
speed 10 at 300730 GCT; 2 hits in 1 AK and 1 hit in the other are believed to have
sunk both AK's.
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ALBACORE (S8 218) reports shelling phosphate works on FAIS ISLAND on 30
June; 57 rounds 4-inch fired at dawn and 24 at sunset at average range of 1500
yards; several buildings were deroofed and fires were started; there was no
opposition. '

FLOUNDER (SS 261) (SWP Area) reports 4 hite in a large AP on 17 June.

CERO (88 225)(SWP Area) reports éighting at 010430 GCT July 1 BB with
several unidentified ships position 5-00 N, 125-20 E (S. of MINDANAO), course
270, speed 20.

On 29 June unfavorable weather greatly restricted scheduled air strikes
against the RABAUL Area; only 36 sorties were flown and results were generally
ineffective. 10 P-39's operated over KAVIENG, and 24 SBD's and 13 P=39's bombed
LAKURAFANGE (NEW IRELAND)s 9 B-25's and 14 P-38's again bombed ERVENTA ISLAND
(off 8. coast of BOUGAINVILLE). 27 SBD's, 17 PV's, and 20 fighter bombers hit
enemy targets on BOUGAINVILLE.

On 29 June 1 group of B=24's from 5th AF and an unspecified number of B-24's
from 13th AF bombed the airfields on NOEMFOOR ISLAND. Fighter bombers conducted
fighter sweeps along the north coast of NEW GUINEA and hit several small islands
including BIAK and MAPIA. Other attacks made against targets in the WEWAK and
SARMI Areas. (-47's flew a total of 33 supply missions to forward bases. On
28 June 40 B-24's hit YAP; of 20 intercepting fighters 8 were shot down,with 1
probable,

In the North Pacific on 29 June 3 PV's from Fleet Air Wing FOUR bombed
KASHIWABARA-KATACKA with unobserved results; all planes returned safely.

1 July (Oshu date) Coon

Our ground forces on SATPAN resumed the attack at 0730 (K) 1 July, om"ﬁ:ymg
2nd MarDiv and 27th InfDiv, while 4th MarDiv consolidated lines and patroled to the
northward. Opposition continued strong, the only advance recordsd being a 500 yd
extension forward of the center of our line. Patrols of the 4th MarDiv adyapced
1800 yds to the north without meking enemy contact. 6015 enemy dead have aried,
and 227 prisoners have been teken. 80 enemy tanks have been captured or destroyed.
During the last 2 days navel gunfire and aircraft have strongly supported our troops
by bombarding troop concentrations and defenses, particularly in GARAPAN and
TANAPAG where buildinge and instellations are now nearly all destroyed and heavy
0oil fires are continuous. The usual early and late sweeps of ROTA were made.
Gunfire and bombs against TINIAN appear to have destroyed several guns.

Aviation engineers have begun work on KAGMAN POINT fighter strip; prelimin-
ary report indicates site favorable for bomber field. All roads are very heavy
with fine dust and have poor foundation; road reconstruction is being undertaken
but will require a very large amount of work. Garrison forces have taken over
shore perty and port functions.

TG 58.4 hit ROTA on 1 and 2 July (X); on the 3rd it departs for ENIWETOK.
A preliminary report of ROTA strike states that eastern end of runway has been
repaired. A narrow gauge railway appears to run north from the field.
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SWORDFISH (SS 193) reports destroying by gunfire on night of 30 June 1 out

of 3 100-ton treawlers at 28-02 N, 163-24 E (northeast of BONINS); other trawlers
escaped.

CenPac shore based aircraft continued neutralization of enemy occupied
atolls in the Central Pacific area on 29 and 30 June. On the 29th strikes were
made against NAURU, PONAPE, WOTJE, TAROA, MILLE and TRUK; JALUIT, TAROA and WOTJE
were harassed during the night. On the 30th strikes were made sgainst TAROA, MILLE,
JALUIT, WOTJE and TRUK.

On 30 June a total of 121 sorties was flown against supply areas and AA
positions at and in the vicinity of RABAUL; B-25s, SBDs, TBFs, and fighter-bombers |
participated. Heckling of RABAUL during the night was continued by 7 Marine
Mitchells. EMIRAU Corsairs continued fighter patrols over KAVIENG. 18 fighter- |
bombers hit enemy targets in the BOUGAINVILLE area.

PIPEFISH (SS 388) stationed SURIGAO STRAIT reports that to date the only
traffic observed using the STRAIT was a convoy that arrived at 010300 GCT; sub-
marine was unable to close the convoy. At 020000 ROBALO (SS 273) reports sighting
a FUSO class BB with 2 escorts and air cover, position 03-29 W, 119-26 E (CELEBES |
SEA, east of BORNEO) course 250, speed 18. At 302230 GCT June, 1 large AO (heavily
loaded) and 1 CA were reported eastbound off north end DENAGAT ISLAND SURIGAO
STRAIT.

Com7thFleet reports assault forces from SWP area landed on NOEMFOOR ISLAND
on 2 July (K) without opposition. Heavy bomber strikes against NOEMFOOR had been
made on 30 June and 1 July. On 30 June 130 tons of bombs were dropped. Omn 1 July
an extremely heavy bombing was delivered by 47 B-24s, 47 A-208, 12 B-25s, 14 P-38s
and an unspecified number of B=24s from 13th AF.

B-248 bombed PELELIU airdrome on the night of 30 June--1 July (K). 35 A-205|
supported our ground forces at AITAPE by bombing enemy concentrations at CHAROV
Village; 35 other A-20s hit YAKAMUL area with 30 tons. Fighter-bombers attacked
storage areas and gun positions in the WEWAK and CAPE MOEM areas. The usual
fighter sweeps were made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. C-47s flew a total
of 83 supply missions to forward bases.

4._/
[. _/\'\ y \

2 July (Oshu date)

All 3 divisions on SAIPAN resumed the attack at 0830 (K) 2 July and pushed
forward under cover of air, ship, and shore artillery bombardment; the objective '
is the seizure of the enemy line through MUTCHO POINT-GARAPAN-TANAPAG within the
next two days. Offensive was pressed hard and satisfactory advances were made
along the entire front, all elements advancing in accordance with the pre-arranged
plan. By nightfall the front of the 4th MarDiv had been advanced 1,500 yards;
that of the 2nd MarDiv and 27th Inf.Div., had been advanced from 2 to 500 yards.
Much enemy material and supplies have been captured in enemy evacuated caves in
the rear areas. A few low flying enemy planes molested our forces, but caused no
material damage. Considerable annoyance and interference has been caused by radio
jamming by the enemy.

- Continued - DECLASSIFIED
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While details are lacking, CTF 61 reports that on 3 July (K) all divisions
made good advances. Morale is high and our troops expect to complete occupation
of SAIFAN in the near future. The enemy appears disorganized.

ARCHERFISH (8S 311), operating in BONINS Area, reports attacking 5-ship,
S~escort southbound convoy at 020200 GCT position 27-10 N, 142-05 E, speed 8,
4 timed hits were made in a large AP and 1 hit in a small AK. The convoy contin-
ued south inside the 100 fathom curve of BONINS.

BATFISH (SS 310), operating Empire waters, reports at 021200 GCT edditional
sinkings by gunfire of 1 trawler and 1 patrol boat,

GUAVINA (SS 362) reports 1 AK, 4 DD's position 07-50 N, 131-53 E, (W of
PATAU), at 030700 GCT, course 100, speed 9; submarine maneuvers to attack.

Heckling of RABAUL continued by Marine Mitchells on night of 30 June -
1 Julye On 1 July 116 sorties were directed against AA positions and supply areas
northeast of TOBERA and at RALUM; B-25's, SBD's, TBF's, P-38's, and P-39's partici-
pateds ERVENTA ISLAND was again hit by 14 P-38's, 23 fighter bombers operated
over BOUGAINVILLE and over KAVIENG. KAVIENG was also heckled by Marine Mitchells
during the night,.

Amplifying report on the operation against NORMFOOR states that the landing
of the 158th Infantry Regiment was successfully effected at 0800 (K) 2 July;
landing was covered by 1 CA, 2 CL's, and 10 DD's; extremely heavy air support was
provided before, during, and after the landing by numerous heavy medium and attack
bombers and fighters. The first troops landed without opposition other than enemy
mortar fire from the interior. The landing force commander assumed control at 1025.
CA's are now retiring to HOLLANDIA to replénish; 5 DD's stand by for close fire
supporte KAMIRI Airdrome has been occupied south to the river. Our casualties
have been very light, reported as 2 killed, 22 wounded. Thus far there has been
no enemy air reaction to the operation.

Com7thFleet reports continued indications of enemy intention to launch
offensive operations in the AITAPE Area. '

In addition to the heavy strikes in support of the NORMFOOR Operation,
SWP air forces attacked VOGELKOP supply lines with 11 B=-25's, and sent 61 A-20's
against enemy installations in the areas between WEWAK and AITAPE. Fighter sweeps
were also made along the north coast of NEW GUINEA. C=47's flew 83 supply missions
to forward bases including BIAK and OWI ISLANDS. /

3 July (Oshu date)

On 4 July (K) our ground forces captured GARAPAN and TANAPAG, and advanced
to a new line north of TANAFPAG and about 4 miles from the northern edge of the |
island. During the night 100 Japs in the rear area attacked the 165th Infantry
but inflicted no casualties; 25 Japs were killed, including commander of 136th Jap
Infantry Regiment. 23rd Marine Regiment (4th MarDiv) reported counting 1,000
enemy dead in a ravine to the north which had been heavily strafed by our F-47's,
On the high lands just captured, have been discovered several caves which conteined
huge quantities of ammunition and supplies; 1 cave contained sn estimated 1,000

tone of food.
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Total enemy troops buried to date stands at 7312. Our revised casualties
to date:

Unit KIA WIA MIA TOTAL
2nd MarDiv 836 3794 315 4945
4th MarDiv 696 3565 341 4602
27 Inf',.Div, 322 1682 47 2051
Corps Troops 16 52 3 71
Totals 1870 9093 706 11669

Large mumbers of enemy troops and civilians are reported to be gathering in an
area 1500 yards SE of MARPI POINT.

Sweeping operations of TANAPAG HARBOR will begin 6 July (K)e

1 LVT moving near the dock at GARAPAN HARBOR was blown up by a shallow
water mine; apparently there are many others in the viecinity. During the night
3=4 July (K) there were no air alerts. The usual attacks against ROTA and TINIAN
were made, Our troops were effectively supported by air and ship bombardment.

TG 58.4 is now enroute ENIWETOK after striking ROTA. TG 58.3 takes over |
strike missions and will hit deily ROTA and GUAM. TG 58.1 sighted at 040745
(K) 12 AK's position 250 miles Ne of CHICHI JIMA, course norths

TG 58.1 made a successful strike ageinst IWO JIMA on 3 July (K)e A total
of 63 sorties was flown over the target, the attack came as a complete surprise
to the enemy. Their losses were assessed as 39 planes destroyed in the air and |
16 others probably destroyed; 24 planes destroyed on the ground; 1 small vessel '
and 1 barge were strafed. The enemy made no effort to attack our force. An esti=-
mated 40 serviceable enemy planes remained on the ground.

In the strikes against ROTA by TG 58.4 on 1, 2, and 3 July, no AA or inter=
ception was encountered. These strikes were supplemented by others made by our
land based P-47's. ROTA was also hit by TG 58.3 on 2 July, and the same group |
hit ROTA and GUAM on 3 Julys

CenPac shore based aircraft on 1 July bombed MILLE, TAROA, WOTJE, and TRUK.
On 2 July WOTJE, TAROA, JALUIT, and TRUK were bombed.

GAR (8S 206), operating BONINS Area, reports destroying a 1,000-ton vessel
and damaging a 500-ton vessel by gunfire.

!
PARCHE (S8 384) reports a 300-ton patrol vessel sunk by gunfire E. of BONINS.

: |
ALBACORE (88 218) reports at 030130 GCT, position 08-21 N, 136-15 E (100 mi,
NE of BABELTHUAFP), destroyed with gunfire an inter island diesel powered steamer
and took 5 prisoners aboard, 1 badly wounded,.

JACK (SS 259) reports 6 hits sank 1 AO and 1 AK at 241900 GCT June, position
16=07 N, 119-44 E (just W. of LUZON); with 18 torpedoes sank 3 AK's and damaged 2
AK's from convoy at 291900 GCT June position 14-25 W, 119-47 E (just W. MANILA BAY)
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At 031600 GCT PARCHE reported 3 unidentified ships, probably 2 CA's with
1 DD, at 19-50 N, 120-36 E (Ns of LUZON), course 215, speed 24.

|
I
On 2 July 120 B-25's, SBD's, P-38's, and P-39's bombed AA positions SW of |
TOBERAs 28 other sorties hit targets in the RABAUL Area, and the usual heckling !
of RABAUL during the night by Marine Mitchelle wes continued. 37 TBF's and fighten
bombers attacked BOUGAINVILLE targets. EMIRAU Corsairs continued to patrol over |
the KAVIENG Area. ‘

On 2 July C-47's dropped paratroopers near KAMIRI Airdrome on NOEMFOOR ISe; |
landing was made behind smoke screen laid by A-20's; during the operation 12 B-25's
bombed KORNASOREN, covering the area by bombing and strafinge 1 group of B-24's |
bombed SAMATE Airdrome (western end of NEW GUINEA); meny fires were started and
numerous explosions resulted in dispersal areas. Fighter bombers concentrated
against storage areas and enemy concentrations at WEWAK and DAGUA; other targets
were hit along the north coast of NEW GUINEA between AITAFE and WEWAK. C-47's
flew & totel of 83 supply missions to BIAK and HOLLANDIA bases. G

4 July (Cahu date) /_;r-.// | s
4th MarDiv and 27th Inf. Div. on 5 July (K) launched a coordinated attack
at 1300; 2nd MarDiv was placed in reserve with mission of mopping up enemy forces
in the area reported as occupied by our forces on 4 July. The attack advanced
about 500 yards. 4th MarDiv encountered only mediocre resistance; 27th Inf.Div,.
met strong resistance from pillboxes along the beach. Night of 4-5 July (K) was
quiet except for continuous fighting in 1 pocket of resistance in 4th MarDiv area;
pocket reduced after 50 Japs had been killed. Minesweeping and hydrographic
units are engaged in operations in the GARAPAN and TANAPAG HARBORS and approaches
thereto. The usual air and ship bombardment continued against SAIPAN and TINIAN,

Strike by TG 58.2 against IWO JIMA on # July (K) reported as highly effect-
ive., Island reported as wrecked by machine guns, rockets, bombs, and cruiser and
destroyer bombardment; warehouse and harbor installation areas were heavily hit
and set afire. Damage to enemy was assessed as 3 DD's sunk or beached, and |
another stopped and burning; a large AK and a medium AO sunk; several small AK's
were sunk or damaged; 25 enemy planes were shot down and many on the ground were
damageds Our ships suffered no damage; we lost 6 planes in combat and 1 operatione
ally.

TG 58.3 on 4 July (K) supported photo Liberators, hit GUAM AA positions, and
the ROTA, AGANA, and OROTE Airstrips; AA fire at GUAM shot down 2 SBD's; 4 crew-
manbers were rescued, 2 of them amidst heavy gunfire by daring rescue plane. On
5 July (K) TG 58.3 will strike GUAM and ROTA and retire to NW of ROTA to rendez=-
voue on morning of 6 July (K) with TG's 58.1 and 58.2.

Com5thFleet directs CTF 58 to refrain from bombarding GUAM objectives by |
CA's and DD's except for such night harassment of airfields as may be required
to keep them inoperative; prevention of reififorcements from CAROLINES to GUAM is |
désil'-'ad. =

GUAVINA (8S 362), operating W. of PALAU, reports 3 hits sank medium AK on
4 July.
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SUNFISH (S8 281) reports on 5 July GCT sank small anchored AP loading from
sampans position 51-34 N, 156-24 E (SW of KAMCHATKA). Also sank unidentified
AK in fog position 52-12 N, 154-30 B (W. of KAMCHATKA).

SEAHORSE (SS 304) reports 1 large AK and 1 medium AK sunk at 031600 GCT
position 19-27 N, 116-41 E (180 miles S. of HONGKONG). Also sank 1 large AP ‘
and 1 medium AP, both loaded with troops at 040400 GCT position 20-19 N, 114-54 E |
(130 miles S. of HONGKONG).

ALBACORE (88 218) amplifies report contained in CenPac summary 3 July;
states steamer destroyed was carrying 80 passengers from YAP to PALAU.

RASHER (SS 269)(SWP AREA), operating SULU SEA and CELEBES SEA, during May
and June reports sinking 1 obsolete CA and 4 AK's for a total tonnage of 24,455;
and damaging 2 AK's, 1 AP, and 1 minelayer for a total tomnage of 20,931 (in sum-
mary 7 June RASHER reported at 080900 GCT sinking 1 large AP with 5 hits).

CenPac shore based aircraft on 3 July conducted strikes against TAROA, WOTJE,
MILLE, and JALUIT.

Operations of our ground forces on NORMFOOR continue to progress satisfacte
orily; KORNASOREN Airdrome was occupied at 041300 (X), as was peninsula south KAMIRY
RIVER with negligible opposition. 2 DD's fired harassing fire during the night, |
and after dawn 3 DD's fired 300 rounds each on special targets preliminary to the
Infantry attack. During night 4-5 July (K) 3-5 enemy planes reconnoitered NORM-
FOOR, but dropped no bombss

SWP air forces on 3 July (K) hit YAP with 23 B-24's; YAP was again hit on
4 July (K) by 15 B-24's; on each occasion from 15-20 Jap planes intercepted. On
4 July 5 B-24's bombed WOLEAI at 1341 (K). 2 B-24's bombed SOROL ISLAND with un-
observed results.

JC8 131545A(pink) considers the possibility of expediting the Pacific Cam=
paign by any or all of three courses; directs presentation of views and directs
submission of recommendations.

CinCSoWesFac 1809551ngnk) contains MacArthur's reply to JCS 131545, which
refers to possibilities of expediting the Pacific Campaign.

0
CominCh & CNO 232002{(g;nk) requests comment on following proposal as a pos-
sible means of meeting requirements CinCSWPac as stated in his 160218 without un-
duly interfering with 1ift for STALEMATE.

£
CinCPOA 2522461?;1nk) replies to foregoing dispatch.
3
CominCh & CNO 291?4é?f¥ink) requests an interim reply to JCS 131545,

CinCPOA 020604 (pink) relates to desirability of air strikes against PALAU |
ISLANDS and YAP ISLAND when such will not interfere with more urgent requirements.

Com5thFleet 030601 (pink) recommends 25 July as W-day for assault againat
GUAM .
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CinCPOA 032109 (pink) replies to foregoing, stating selection of 25 July '
a8 W-day for assault against GUAM is unacceptable and directs re-examination with
the view to finding ways and means of meeting earlier date.

CinCPOA 040400 (pink) replies to JCS 131545,

Com5thFleet 051425 (pink) replies to CinCPOA 032109 after re-examination
of the feasibility of speeding up date of W-day for assault against GUAM. |

‘ 4”{ )
§ July (Oahu date)

No additional reports have been received from our ground forces on SAIPAN,

On 4 July (E) TG 68.1 effectively struck in the BONINS, sending a total of
371 sorties over the target area and dropping a total of 176 tons of bombs. The
Group lost 7 planes in combat and 3 operationally, and 5 pilots end 4 crewmen.
Enemy damage was assessed as 9 planes shot down in the air, 1 destroyed on the
ground, and 2 damaged on the ground; damage assessment to shipping:

(1) At CHICHI JIMA:

Sunk Probably Sunk Damaged
1 small AO 1 DM T large AK beached
1 med AK 1 Trawler 2 small AK's beached
1 med AE 4 Luggers 3 med AXK's beached
2 DE's 1 DM
1 DD
2 Small AO's

(2) At HAHA JIMA:
3 small AK's and 9 Luggers were damaged.
At CHICHI JIMA a large seaplane hangar was destroyed and buildings and a radio
station were damaged; at HAHA JIMA, buildings and a fuel dump were damaged.

On 5 July (K) TG 58,1 made & minor strike against PAGAN, dropping 7 tons l
of bombs on runway and buildings; no ships were seen and only 1 parked plane
was observed.

TG 5843 on 5 July bombed supply and troop housing areas at GUAM with in-
cendiaries and small bombs. Some fires were started, and 1 of our fighters (from
PRINCETON) was shot down by AA fire; pilot was lost.

CTG 50417 reports enemy submarine believed sunk at 041800 (K) position
15-25 N, 147-40 E (110 miles E. of SAIPAN); BIDDLE (DE 185) and D.W. TAYLOR (DD-
551) made the attack.

TG 58.1 will strike assigned targets on GUAM on odd days, TG 58.2 will strike
on even days. ROTA will be neutralized by the group not hitting GUAM.

PLAICE (SS 390) reports sinking a 9,500-ton AK at 041700 GCT; the ship,
which was in the BONINS Area, blew up as though loaded with ammunition.
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5 July (Oahu date - Cont'd)

S-28 (SS 133), while training near OAHU, was lost on 4 July at 1730 (VW) in
21=20 N, 158=20 W; all hends are considered lost.

CTG 57 010950 GCT summarizes operations 26-30 June.
CenPac shore based aircraft on 4 July bombed MILLE, TAROA, WOTJE, and TRUK. [

On 3 July 20 fighter bombers bombed KAVIENG; and BOUGAINVILLE targets re=-
ceived 106 tons of bombs from planes which concentrated against ERVENTA ISLAND
and CAPE FRIENDSHIP coastal guns.

Operations on NOEMFOOR continue to progress satisfactorily. Our forces

there report 307 enemy dead; our forces lost 1 killed, 6 wounded. On 5 July (K),
following naval bombardment, our troops occupied MANIM ISLAND; 8 Japs were killed
while we lost 1 wounded (MANIM ISLAND is SW of NOEMFOOR ISLAND). Engineers esti=-
mate KAMIRI Airstrip (NOEMFOOR) will be ready for transport planes on afternoon |
5 July. There were no Jap air attacks during the 5th (K). 6 DD's continued
close fire support of our NOEMFOOR ground forces; they are also supported by
attack and fighter bombers from 5th AF,

On § July (K) YAP was attacked by 2 flights of 8 and 11 B-24's; 409 frag
clusters were dropped on runways, taxiways, and revetments; results were unob-
served. Of 25-30 enemy interceptors, 2 were shot down; 1 B-24 was shot down by
enemy fighters about 180 miles E. of MINDANAO; § parachutes were seen to open,
and 3 rafts were seen in the area. 3 B-24's bombed SOROL ISLANDs 3 other B-24's
hit WOLEAI. Minor strikes were also made against AMAHAI Airdrome (CERAM), PELELIU
Airdrome (PALAU), and LIANG Airdrome (AMBON), Fighter bombers operated along the
N. coast of NEW GUINEA attacking enemy installations in the WEWAK, DAGUA, and BUT
Areas.

CinCPOA 060236 (pink) authorizes delay of W-Day for assault on GUAM until
arrival of 77th Division in the combat zone.
' |
CinCPac 060252 (pink)expresses intention of issuing on 7 July Warning Order
for occupation MARTANAS-PALAU Line in accordance concept indicated in previous
despatch (040400).

6 July (Oahu date)

As of 1800 (K) 6 July (D#21) our ground forces on SAIPAN had advanced to
the general line: Point 1,000 yards N of TANAPAG VILLAGE, thence E 1,000 yards,
thence paralleling the N shore line to & point approximately 2 miles from end of
island, thence E to shore lines This represents an advance for 4th MarDiv during
the past two days of about 2 miles; for the 27th Inf. Div. from 100 to 1,000
yards., 27th Infe. Dive. met stiff resistance on left flank from beach defenses
consisting of pillboxes, caves, and strong points in difficult terrain. Approx-
imately 200 troops and civilians reported on NW Coast loading into barges; barge
groups were dispersed by artillery fire. 27th Div. now has mission of clearing
out resistance from the enemy occupied corridor along NW Coast to a point 2,000 .
yards beyond present front line. 2nd MarDiv tekes position on left of 4th MarDiv, |

DECLASSIFIED = Continued =
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6 July (Oahu date = Cont'd)

There were several air alerts during night 5-6 July by enemy plenes raiding
singly or in pairse. 2 planes dropped bombs on ISLEY FIELD without damage. Our
night fighters shot down 2 enemy plenes, while an attack bomber accounted for
another, Most of TANAPAG HARBOR has been swept; 2 mines were found. The harbor
is not badly congested by hulks which are mostly on reefs. Survey inside reefs
8 of GARAFPAN completed; good boet channels found.

8914 enemy troops buried to date and 409 prisoners taken; 6901 civilians
interned. Our casualties as of 1800 (K) 5 July:

Unit KIA WIA MIA TOTAL
2nd MarDiv 888 3950 301 5139
4th MarDiv 742 3960 343 5035
27th Inf, Div, 361 1771 45 2177
Corps Troops 17 66 3 75

TOTALS 2008 9726 692 12426

CTG 68.2, amplifying previous report on results of strike ageinst IWO JIMA
on 4 July (K), states that a total of 142 enemy aircraft were on the ground; 53
were twin engine, 89 single engine., Of this number 19 twin engine and 13 single
engine were definitely destroyed; 34 twin engine and 62 single engine were left
inoperational; only 14 serviceable planes remained.

On €6 July (K) TG 58.2 attacked ROTA and GUAMs. On 7 July (K) the group hit
ROTA.

Rear Admiral Reeves in ENTERPRISE with LEXINGTON, PRINCETON, SAN JACINTO,
ALABAMA, NORTH CAROLINA, RENO, and DesRon 50 departed MARIANAS 6 July (K) enroute
ENIWETCK to replenish; ETA daylight 9 July (K).

CenPac shore based aircraft on 5 July made strikes against WOTJE, TARQA,
MILLE, JALUIT, and TRUK.

SUNFISH (SS 281) reports at 070630 GCT caught sempen convoy position 47-28 N,
152-29 E (KURILES); after 3~hour gun fight sank 12 and left 2 wrecked.

SKATE (SS 305), operating KURILES, reports at 071226 GCT 1 FUBUKI DD sunk
and 1 AK probably damaged. Reports 2 FUBUKI DD's, about 4 Maru's enroute PARAMU-
SHIRU.

WHALE (S8 239), operating NE of BONINS, reports at 061413 GCT 1 AP and 1 AKX
dameged.

GUITARRO (SS 363)(SWP Area), operating E. of FORMOSA, reports sinking 1
9,600-ton AK, 1 10,500=ton AQ, 1 MINEKAZE DD for a total tonnage of 21,200,

BLUEFISH (S8 222) (SWP Area), operating N of MALAY BARRIER, reports sinking
2 AK's for a total tonnage of 7,000 tons.

MINGO (SS 261)(SWP Area), operating W of MANILA BAY, reports sinking with 3
hite 1 FUBUKI DD that sighted and attacked the submarine.

= (Qontinued =
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Com7thFleet reports that by 1330 (K) 6 July all 3 NOEMFOOR ISLAND airdromes
were in our hands, and that only mopping up operations remain.

On 6 July (K) 16 B-24's, 18 A-20's, and 3 A-26's, escorted by P-38's,
heavily bombed SAGAN Airfield, concentrating against runweys and dispersal areas;
several enemy planes were destroyed on the ground; there was no interception. i
At the same time A-20's bombed OTAWIRI Airfield to the E of SAGAN. Several '
strikes in support of our ground troops were carried out against MAFFIN BAY and
WEWAR Areas and ageinst NOEMFOORe At mid-day 6 July (K) 24 B-24's bombed YAP;
fires were started and the radio station was damaged; 10 interceptors failed to -
press the attack; 8 enemy planes were observed on the grounde On 5 and 6 July (K) |
3 B-24's bombed the airstrip om WOLEAI, '

7 July (Oshu date) w.

At 0510 (K) 7 July (DF22) 3000 of the enemy on SAIPAN made a heavy counter-
attack against the front of 27th InfDiv. The attack overran 1st and 2nd Battal-
ions, 105th Inf to a depth of about 2000 yards; elements overrun included "H" and
"Service" Compenies, "H" Battery and 10th Marine Artillery. By 1100, 106th Inf
had retired to vicinity TANAPAG POINT where some troops were forced to seek re-
fuge on the reef after all ammunition had been expended; destroyers and boats
rescued a considerable number. The attack was halted at 1130 by 3rd Battalion,
106th Inf, and elements of 106th Inf. By 1300 our troops were reorganized, and
slight advances were mede during the afternoon; by nightfall, while the situation
was not good, the enemy offensive effort appeared broken. Our casualties, though
unreported, are estimated as heavy; incomplete reports indicate 1500 enemy killed
by 105th Inf. 4th MarDiv continued the advance to the N against light resistance.
As of 1800 (K) our front line was generally as follows: On front 4th MarDiv about
1500 yards N of 6 July line; on front 2nd MarDiv a little S of 6 July line; on
front 27th InfDiv left half generally along 4 July line, and right half generally
along 6 July line.

|

ISLEY FIELD received about 15 shells from TINIAN batteries at 0045 (K) 7
July, demaging 2 planes end injuring 1 man; enemy guns were silenced by DD and .
artillery fire. During night 7-8 July (K) the enemy made 4 air raids by 9 groups |
2 to 3 planes each; bombs were dropped on SAIPAN, and near our screen; no damage
was reported. The raids lasted from 1945 to 0012; one raiding plane was shot down.
CTF 51 attributes lack of deamage to our ships to effectiveness of smoke screen.

On 7 July (K) TG 50.1 hit GUAM where the Governor's Palace (reportedly a
Jap headquarters) was destroyed; AA positions, buildings, and other installations
were bombed. Photos show extensive underwater barriers at AGAT BEACH and a
noticeable increase in beach fortifications.

On 8 July (K) TG 58,1 hit GUAM and ROTA. A grass sodded runway not
previously reported was observed on ROTA.

OBBs will bombard GUAM from 12 to 16 July (K).

CenPac shore based aircraft on 6 July conducted strikes against WOTJE,
TAROA, NAURU and TRUK. 16 B~-24s made the TRUK strike; 11-15 enemy fighters inter-
cepted and 5 were shot down; 1 B-24 was lost on the return flight. The strike
against NAURU was a heavy one made by 47 B-26s; 4 B-24s3 followed the strike on a
photographic mission over the island.

(continued) v J
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7 July (Oshu date)(continued) HQ USEUCOM

At noon 7 July (X) 18 B-24s effectively bombed YAP Town and barrack areas.
S B-24s hit SOROL ISLAND and 3 hit WOLEAI. Photos of both YAP and SOROL were
taken. Airdromes of MOEMI, RANSIKI, and WAREN (VOGELKOP) were heavily hit by one
group of B-24s. NABIRI airdrome in western NEW GUINEA was bombed and strafed by
24 A-208. P-47s bombed and strafed enemy positions in the SARMI and SAWAR areas.
At midday 7 July (K) 6 B-24s bombed MAOEMERE sirdrome on FLORES ISLAND. Weather |
cancelled strikes against enemy concentrations in the WEWAK area, but fighter ‘
bombers hit barge traffic off shore from WEWAK. C-47s flew a total of 49 supply
missions to BIAK and other forward bases. On night 6-7 July (K) B-25s heckled
RABAUL. On the 7th strikes against RABAUL were weathered out, but 16 P-39s
operated over KAVIENG.

Com7thFleet reports no further effective enemy resistance on NOEMFOOR. As
of 7 July (K) our casualties were 6 killed, 46 wounded and 3 missing; the enemy
had lost 363 killed and 6 captured.

CominCh & CNO 061840 (pink) approves issuance on 7 July of Warning Order
for occupation MARTANAS-PALAU Line.
\fj (}t{“//

8 July (Oahu date) /

All organized enemy resistance on SAIPAN ceased on afternoon 9 July (K).
On night 7-8 July (K), following the Jap suicidal charge, our patrols moved for-
ward all along the line to maintain enemy contact. On the 7th the 2nd MarDiv
took over responsibility for the left of the line; 27th InfDiv (less 165th Inf')
reverted to landing force reserve; 165th Inf was attached to 2nd MarDiv. Our
attack on the 7th, initiated at 0630 (X), was a wheeling movement, with 4th MarDiv
attacking to the W; opposition was cleared to the shore line. Hq Co, 105th Inf, |
and some anti-tank units, though surrounded by the enemy on the 7th, were found |
to have maintained a pocket of resistance; our attack on the 8th reached their |
position. Supported by naval and artillery bombardment, our forces were enabled
to advance rapidly and mop up isolated strong points and clear troop concentra-
tions from caves and cliffs. No information yet available on our or enemy's
casualties during past 48 hours. CTF 51 at 2244 (K) 9 July: "To our brave
troops who have captured SATPAN, the naval forces who have strived to assist them
make & bow of respect".

On night 7-8 July (K) enemy planes dropped about 25 bombs on SAIPAN apparent-
ly with little damage.

TG 58.2 hit GUAM on 8 July (K) dropping a total of 35 tons of bombs; build-
inga, gun emplacements and AA installations were attacked. 9 Zekes were downed by
CAP at 0710 about 40 miles from ships on course from GUAM to YAP. Six enemy
planes were destroyed on the ground, and 2 others probably destroyed on the groundi
4 others were damaged on the ground. We lost 1 F6F with pilot in combat; 1 SB2C |
was lost operationally but pilot and crewman were rescued.

TG 58.2 hit ROTA on 9 July (K) with 8 tons of bombs; several buildings were |
reported destroyed.

TG 58.1 hit GUAM on 9 July with a total of 21 tons of bombs and 76 rockets.
Buildings, gun installations and AA positions were attacked. We lost in combat
1 TBF with pilot and 2 crewmen; 1 SB2C was lost operationally.

(continued) 1994
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TF 63 departs ENIWETOK 11 July. HQ USEUCOM

CTF 57 060450 summarizes operations 1-5 July.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 7 July conducted strikes against TAROA,
JALUIT, MILLE, WOTJE and TRUK.

| SUNFISH (SS 281) reports 1 large AK sunk with 2 hits and one medium AX

probably sunk with 2 timed hits at 090100 GCT, position 20 miles north of ARAIDO
TO.

TANG (SS 306) operating EAST CHINA SEA reports sinking 8 ships for a total
tonnege of 650,000; took one prisoner.

PARGO (SS 264)(SWPA) operating BASILAN STRAIT reports dameging one AK at
‘,3 271400 (H) June; believes 1 AK sunk and 1 damaged at dawn 28 June.

FLIER (SS 250) operating west of the BONINS and later in the CHINA SEA
reports sinking one large AK and 3 medium AKs for e total tonnage of 19,500;
demaging 1 4000-ton AK end 1 9500-ton A0 for a total tonnage of 13,500.

SWP air forcee on 8 July (K) attacked MOEMI airdrome prior to dawn with 8
fighters; many enemy caesualties were reported; at the same time many fires were
started on PELELIU eirdrome. At noon on the 8th 3 Be24s bombed WOLEAI with
unobserved results. WEWAK stores and personnel areas were attacked by aircraft,

P
(e type and number unspecified; one ammunition dump exploded. ﬂ [{( W
9 July (Oahu date) / [

No additional reports on the situation at SAIPAN have been received. A
captured chief petty officer states that he personally wi tnessed suicide of
Vice Admiral NAGUMO and Rear Admiral YANO at 1030 (K) 7 July at temporary
headquarters inland from MATONSA, SAIPAN; Admiral NAGUMO was Commander CenPac
i ; Area; Commanded the attack force which struck PEARL HARBOR on 7 Dec. 1941,
( J and was in command at Battle of MIDWAY; prior to arrival SAIPAN on 8 March, he
commanded SASEBO Naval Basee.

TGs 58.3 and 58.4 depart ENIWET(K enroute MARTANAS on 15 July; ETA 19 July.

TG 53.16 (Tractor Group) departs ENIWET(K enroute MARIANAS on 15 July; ETA

At 090630 GCT 15 B-24s (Under CTF 59) hit TRUK with 30 tons of bombs
concentratad against AA positions and airfield installations on PARAM ISLAND.

SWP Air Forces on 9 July (K) sent B-24s with fighter escort against

v storage areas and shipping on S VOGELKOP. Night patrols operated in the SORONG
Area and over PALAU. Fighter bambers hit the MORMI airdrome, B<25s, A-20s and

fighters dropped 58 tons of bombs in the AITAPE - WEWAK area. Airdrome and

defense installations on WOLEAI were bombed.

- In the RABAUL Area on the 8th medium and light bombers dropped 103 tons of
bombs on defense and supply installations near VUNAPOPE, MATUPI, and LIGUAN BAY.
Patrols swept BOUGAINVILLE and BUKA coast,l sectors. EMIRAU C{?IRS operated
\

KAVIENG. )
over \( 1 (j 2,{%/
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10 July (Oshu date)

On 10 July (X) a formal flag raising ceremony was held at shore head-
quarters of Lt. General H. M. Smith. During the previous night small enemy groups
made forays against our troops; they were killed or dispersed. Mopping-up con-
tinued during the day with meny civilians and a number of prisoners being taken.
A considerable number of Japs took refuge on hulks in TANAPAG HARBOR snd on the
reefs during the night 9-10 July (K); they were hunted down during the day of the
10ths Many swimmers were seen off MARPI POINT; some were rescued by our DDs.

On the 8th 24 P-47s which struck PAGAN received intense large and small
calibre AA fire; taxiways were of such size and condition as to permit fighters to |
teke off; the only enemy plane observed was one damaged seaplane. During the 10th
our planes-continued softening-up strikes against TINIAN. During night 11-12
July it is planned to land reconnaissance troops and one underwater demolition
team on TINIAN to examine conditions and defenses of beaches. CruDiv 6 continued
bombardment of GUAM which was initiated 9 July (K).

Our casualties reported as of 1800 9 July (K):

Unit KIA WIA MIA TOTAL
2nd MarDiv 991 4126 186 5303
4th MerDiv 785 4280 318 5383

27th InfDiv 415 1957 46 2418

Corps Troops 21 8l 5 107

Totals 2212 10444 555 13211

Figures do not include recent casualties of 106th Inf. Enemy troops buried as of
1800 9 July, 10,026; civilians intermed, 8,430; prisoners of war, 631l.

On 11 July (X) mopping-up continued. Reconnaissance of TINIAN beaches
on night 10-11 July was not very successful and will be repeated on night 11-12
July; there were no casualties however. Bombardment of GUAM continues. Forward
movement from ENIWETOK of forces assigned to the capture of TINIAN and GUAM got
underway on the 1lth. McCALL (DD 400) rescued from GUAM Chief Radiomen G. R. Tweed
who had been on the island since 1939.

Our casualties as of 1800 10 July (X) (includes estimates by 1056th Inf):
KIA: 2359; WIA: 11,481; MIA: 1213; Grand Total: 15,063. Total enemy buried
as of 1800 10 July, 11,948; civilians intermed, 90063 priscners of war, 736.
Considerable numbers of enemy dead remain to be buried.

ROTA was hit by TG 58.1 on 10 July (X) and by TG 58.2 on 11 July (K);
during the 2 days 73 sorties were flown over the target area and 21 tons of bombs
were dropped. Defense installetions were attacked. None of our planes was
reported lost.

GUAM was hit by TG 58.2 on 10 July (K) and by TG 58.1 on 11 July (X).
A total of 175 sorties were flown over the target areaj 42 tons of bombs were
dropped and 72 rockets were fired. We lost 2 planes and one pilot operationally;
none lost in combat.

(continued)
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10 July (Oshu date)(continued)

Deleyed report from CTF 659 states that on 8 July our shore based aircraft
bombed JALUIT, TAROA, MILLE, WOTJE and TRUK. On 9 July the same cbjectives were
again bombed.

BREAM (SS 243)(SWPA) operating near HALMAHERA reports damaging three 4000-
ton AKs.

SWP air forces hit YAP on successive days 8, 9, and 10 July (K); a total
of 66 B-24s participated; enemy defense and supply installations were hitj as
wers both airfields; a total of 18-25 fighters intercepted; 8 enemy planes were
shot down; 5 B-24s were slightly damaged. During the same 3 day period B-24s
bombed WOLEAI and PALAU (PELELIU and NGESIBUS). On the 9th and 10th 43 A-208 and
3 B-25s hit bivouac and supply areas in the WEWAK area; on the 10th Beauforts and
P-39s8 strafed enemy stores in the same area. On the 9th 16 B=24s bombed NAMLEA
airdrome (BOEROE ISLAND, west of CERAM). Other strikes on the 9th included 16
B-24s against JEFMAN airdrome, 23 A-20s sgainst BABO, and 2 B-25s against SAGAN
and MOEMI. On the 9th 6 enemy planes dropped 75 bombs on NOEMFOOR ISLAND; a
gasoline dump was hit but no casualties resulted.

In the North Pacific on 10 July 5 PVs from FAW 4 flew an armed reconnaissan-
ce over KURABU ZAKI snd SURIBACHI in southern PARAMUSHIRU; 2 fires were observed;

all planes returned safely. .
/0

On night 11-12 July (K) enemy activity on SATPAN was limited to sniper

11 July (Oshu date)

activitys On the 12th mopping up continued, with many civilians and some prisoners

being taken into custody; prisoners now total 1010, WHITE Beaches 1 and 2 (Nw
TINIAN) were successfully reconnoitered night 11-12 July. Decision has been made
to effect main landing on TINIAN at WHITE Beaches 1 and 2; the beaches are small
but can be improved rather quickly, snd neither mines nor obstructions were found.

On 10 July (K) an enemy submarine, which was discovered beached in UMATAK
BAY (GUAM), was destroyed by PALFORD (DD 480).

CenPac shore based aircraft on 10 July conducted strikes against WOTJE,
TAROA, end TRUK.

TAUTOG (SS 199), operating EMPIRE waters, reports at 111304 GCT having sunk
1 small AK, and sinking with gunfire 1 trawler.

On night 10-11 July (K) B-25's bombed and strafed stores and barrack areas
at MANOKWARI, WAREN, and MOEMI airdromes; during the same period 2 B-24's bombed
NGESEBUS ISLAND (PALAU)e On the 1l1th B-24's effectively dropped 33 tons on the
BABA Drome, hitting revetments and gun positions. A-20's struck VOGELKOP targets,
and fighter bombers attacked barge traffic in GEELVINK BAY Area. 6 B-25's hit
HALMAHERA. 2 A-26's fired BIAK VILLAGE with 16 250-pounders. Heavy and attack
bombers hit stores and hostile troop concentrations in the SARMI, SAWAR, and WEWAK
Areas. Fighter sweeps were made along the N NEW GUINEA Coasts 3 B-24's attacked
the WOLEAT Airfield. C=47's flew 87 supply missions to forward bases.

\ {
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12 July (Oahu date) RALSEILON

The situation on SAIPAN has been generally quiet during the past 24 hours. |
On 13 July (K) small enemy groups searching for food and water and harrassing our
troops were being eliminated. Elements of the 2nd MarDiv landed on MANIAGASSA ISLAND
at 1100 (K) 13 July. ISSANA was secured at 1145 with 16 enemy dead and 5 prisoners;
1 of our men is missing. Naval gunfire and Corps artillery continue bombardment of
TINIAN. Survey parties from TF 51 have completed preliminary survey of TANAPAG HARBOR;
entrance chamnel has been dragged to 25 feet; wrecks will not greatly hamper use of
the harbor, though several must be removed; we have several pontoon causeways inside
the harbor and in a few days our engineers hope to be able to dock 2 ships simultan-
eously.

At 1000 (K) 12 July, Major General Harry Schmidt, USMC, was assigned as CG
5th Amphibious Corps with additional duty as CG Northern Troops and Landing Force, re-
lieving Lt. Gen., Holland Smith, USMC, who retains command of all expeditionary troops.
Major General Clifton B. Cates, USMC, was assigned as CG 4th MarDiv.

15,978 enemy troops have been buried; many bodies still remein on land and at
sea. 10, 415 civilians have been interned, including: Japanese, 6,267; Koreans, 1,123;
Chamorros, 249; Carolinians, 776; Spaniards, 8. Our casualties as of 1800 (K) 12 July: |

Unit KIA WIA MIA TOTAL
2nd MarDiv 1,076 4,530 169 5,775
4th MarDiv 854 4,658 316 5,828
27th Inf.Div. 574 : 2,286 535 3,395
Corps Troops 21 81 5 107

TOTAL 2,525 11,556 1,025 16,105

On 10 July (K), in addition to the strike by TG 58.2, 4 VF and 4 VT from the
CORREGIDOR bombed and strafed AGAT (GUAM). On the 11th planes from CarDiv 24 dropped
14 tons on GUAM, hitting the pier, buildings, AA emplacements, and construction equip=-
ment; 4 parked planes at AGANA and an equipment dump were strafede.

On the 12th GUAM was hit by TG 58,2 and on the 13th by TG 58.1; 139 sorties were
flomn and 67 tons of bombs were dropped; we lost 2 planes; 1 enemy plane was shot downe
ROTA was hit by TG 58.1 on the 12th, and on the 13th by TG 58.2; a total of 65 sorties
were flown and 5 tone of bombs were dropped; unfavorable weather cancelled scheduled
strikes on afternoon of the 13th,

On 10 and 11 July (K) CruDiv 6 effectively bombarded hostile defense installa-
tions on GUAM.

On the night of 11-12 July 8 B-24's (under CTF 59) bombed major islands of TRUK
ATOLL; 78 500=1lbe bombs were dropped with unobserved results.

|
‘  COBIA (SS 245), operating BONINS Area, reports 1 medium AK sunk with 2 hits at
122230 GCTe A 400=ton patrol vessel was sunk by gunfire N. of MARCUS ISLAND.

APOGON (SS 308), operating N. of LUZON, reports at 121550 GCT fired 6 torpedoes
at large convoy in night periscope attack; 3 timed hits were obtained though results
are unknown; during this attack the submarine was rammed by an AK resulting in damage
which requires return of submarine to PEARL.,

= Continued = 199R



)

P

. “position. (

-

W/

12 July (Oshu date - Cont'd)

“SEORET. DECLASSIFIED

- ~ Authority: EQ 12958, as amended

HQ USEUCOM

8 B-24's from SWP air forces bombed LAHA Drome on AMBON on night 10-11 July (x)a
on the 12th 16 B-24's silenced 6 AA batteries at MANOKWARI, while 7 B-24's fired the
CERAM Airdrome. On the 12th AITAPE was hit by 12 B-24's which dropped 555 100-1b.
bombs; 10 to 15 enemy fighters aggressively intercepted; 3 enemy planes were shot down
and 5 others were probably destroyed; our planes returned safely. Enemy concentrations
in the AITPAE-WEWAK Areas were attacked on the 12th by 22 A-20's, 2 B=25's and an un- |
specified number of fighter bombers. Heckling strikes continued againsgt WOLEAI and
PELELIUs Minor strikes were made against NAMLEA (BOERE IS.), TIMOR, TANIMBAR, ASIA
ISLANDS (HALMAHFRA Area), and KAIRIRU and MUSCHU ISLANDS.

CinC SWPA reports that reconnaissance of the AITPAE-WEWAK Area indicates
the 18th Japanese Army, Commanded by General Adachi, which is trapped on the north
coast of NEW GUINEA between WEWAK and AITAPE, is concentrating for battle in a desperate
effort to break our of the net to the west, The original strength of this Army was
reported as 60,000; attrition is believed to have reduced this number to 45,000, Open=
ing skirmishes with our outposts and reconnaissance groups are now taking placee.

txxmq ; oV

13 July (Oshu date) =

There are no additional reports from our ground forces on SAIPAN. On July
14 (X) TG 53.1.13 (NEW MEXICO, PENNSYLVANTA, IDAHO) bombarded GUAM. TG 53.1.14
(2 DDs, 1 APD, 4 LCIs) reconnoitered along west shore of GUAM. Night harassment
by DDs continued. TG 58.2 has been directed to deny ROTA and GUAM to the enemy,
and to strike GUAM as requested.

On the 14th TG 58.1 attacked ROTA; a total of 46 sorties were flown over }
the target area and 14 tons of bombs were dropped.

On 11 July CenPac shore based aircraft bombed MILLE, TAROA, WOTJE and TRUK. |
On the 12th JALUIT, TAROA and TRUK were bombed.

NARWHAL (SS 167)(SWPA) operating north of MALAY BARRIER reports dsmaging
one 7300-ton AQ and one 100-ton unidentified vessel; with gunfire damaged fuel
storage center at BULA, CERAM.

On 13 July (K) 20 B-24s effectively bombed YAP. 12 B-24s hit gun positions
and revetment areas at BABO. 5 A=20s using rocket bombe for the first time attacked
MANOKWARI gun positions. 12 B-25s bombed and strafed KOKAS VILLAGE (S. GEELVINK
BAY); storage areas and gun positions were hit. Enemy concentrations from AITAPE
to WEWAK were heavily hit by 2 squadrons of A-20s and 11 fighter-bombers. 3 B-24s
heckled WOLEATI. C-47s flew a total of 89 supply missions to forward bases, includ-
ing 67 to BIAK.

CinCSWPA reports that our outposts inflicted heavy casualties in a prelimin-
ary engagement with an enemy force moving westward apparently to attack our AI?&%EV]

/
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There are no additional reports from our ground forces on SAIPAN. Naval
bombardment of shore installations on GUAM continues. Clearance sweep for
mines has been completed in the entire area surrounding SAIFAN which lies inside
200-fathom curve. Reconnaissance by LCI was made 1,000 yards off East and West
shores of TINIAN. TG 58,2 hit GUAM on 14 July (K) with 85 sorties which dropped
26 tons on buildings, gun positions, and ammunition and gasoline storage areas.

CenPac shore based aircraft on night of 13 July bombed NAURU, PONAPE, TAROA,
WOTJE, and TRUK.

SEALION (SS 315), operating YELLOW SEA, reports at 131533 GCT 4 AK's sunk
for total tonnage of 20,000.

POMFRET (SS 391) reports 3 timed hits in FUSO BB at 131830 GCT position
31-52 N, 133-02 E (S. of BUNGO CHANNEL).

GUAVINA (SS 362) reports 4 dovmed airmen rescued at 140520 GCT position
08-43 N, 138-39 E (60 miles SE YAP).

HARDER (SS 257)(SWP Aree), operating SULU and CELEBES SEAS, reports sinking
5 fleet type 1700-ton DD's.

76 A=20's bombed and strafed BOELA (CERAM) oil storage tanks, installetions,
and derricks; large tanks were blown up and entire terget area was left covered
with huge fires; burning oil flowed from hill storage ares through buildings and
installations; 1200 100-1b. bombs were dropped; we lost 1 plane. Night fighters
on 13 and 14 July bombed end strafed the VOGELKOP Airfields and AA possigions at
MANOKWARI, MOEMI, WAREN, and SAGAN. A-20's and P-39's bombed enemy concentrations
in the ATTAPE-WEWAK Area. B-24's hit YAP on the 14th with 223 500-1b. bombs;
of 15 interceptors, 2 were shot down, 3 were probably destroyed, and 1 was damaged.
C=47's flew a total of 95 supply missions to forward bases including 57 to BIAK.

On the 12th over 200 sorties were flown against targets in the RABAUL Area.

Our ground patrols have overrun the SAWAR Airfield without opposition and
enemy resistance in this area has practically collapsed. Our seizure of NOEMFOOR
to the west, following that of BIAK, cut the line of supply of the enemy's forces
in the SARMI-MAFFIN BAY Area and with our frontal pressure made his position un-
tenable. He is apparently trying to withdraw the remnants of his forces overland
to the west, a hazardous movement of doubtful success due to the difficulties of
Jungle and swamp. The fierce resistance of our outpost in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area,
the continuous harassment of his rear areas by our naval and air forces and the
natural obstructions of the terrain are meking it increasingly difficult for the
enemy to dispose his forces to launch en attack in force. The initial effort of
his advance elements in the DRINIUMOR RIVER VALLEY, feailing of surprise, has

dwindled end he is already being forced to reorganize and readjust his dispositiona.i

268 of his abandoned dead have been buried by our outpost troopse.
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15 July (Oshu date)

On 16 July (K) OBB's effectively bombarded the western part of GUAM to the
north and south of OROTE PENINSULA. Bombardment will continue on the 17th of
western shore beaches with heavy concentrations against beach defenses. Commenc-
ing night 17-18 July (K) and continuing until 20 July underwater demolition teams
will reconnoiter landing beaches and destroy underwater obstructionse.

pending 21 tons of bombs and 80 rockets; the group lost operationally 2 planes
and 2 pilots, ROTA was hit on the 15th by TG 58.2 and on the 16th by TG 58.1; 59
sorties over the target area dropped 12 tons of bombs and fired 64 rockets; we
lost in combat 1 plane, and 1 pilot and 2 crewmen; 1 plane, and 1 pilot and 1
crewman were lost operationally.

I
|
|
i
On 15 July (K) TG 58.1 hit GUAM with 74 sorties over the target area, ex- |
|
!

On 14 July (K) 2 search planes (PB4Y's from FAW 2) over IWO JIMA at low
level reported successful bombing of shipping; explosion and fire on 1 6,000-ton
AK; fired by strafing, 1 3,000-ton AK; 1 direct hit on DD with 500-1b. bomb;
strafed 1 DE, 1 coastal vessel, and 12 small craft starting 5 fires. 30 to 40
operational single and twin engine aircraft were observed on the south field;
estimate 3 destroyed and 10 damaged by strafing.

CTF 57 110450 summarizes operations 6-10 July inclusivee
CenPac shore based aircraft on 14 July bombed TAROA and WOTJE.

On 15 July (K) 17 B-24's struck JEFMAN Airdrome dropping 28 tons on runway
and along sides of stripe. 12 B-25's bombed enemy concentrations at KARIBO BAY
(SW BIAK). A-20's attacked gun positions on MANSIMAN ISLAND off MANOKWARI. :
18 A-20"s and 2 B-25's attacked enemy concentrations in the WEWAK Arem. Fighter
bombers operated along north NEW GUINEA Coast between AITAPE and WEWAK bombing
personnel and storage areas, C=47's flew a total of 86 supply missions to for-
ward bases including 62 to BIAK.

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area the enemy has not renewed his unsuccessful at=-
tempts to thrust forward with his advance elements in the DRINIUMOR RIVER VALLEY
and appears to be regrouping his main forces, Our medium units and fighters hit
concentrations end bivouac areas in close support of our ground forces, while
attack plenes and naval units bombarded coastal targete and harassed enemy barge

traffice. ( 1‘ !\’/ U”
16 July (Oahu date) ¥, .

CTF 53 reports continued air strikes and ship bombardment of GUAM has
produced excellent results; opposition from shore batteries is negligible. After=
noon recomnaissance on 15 July (K) of reef edge at southern beaches (GUAM) pro-
voked considersble fire of up to 5 or 6-inch caliber; 1 officer was killed and §
enlisted men were slipghtly wounded; resulting disclosure of enemy emplacements
enabled BB gunfire at 3,000 yards to demolish battery on BANGI POINT, while ships
plus LCI's with rockets and automatic weapons beat down fire from beaches. Recon-|
naissence showed coral heads obstructing approach to Yellow and White beaches |
(immediately south of OROTE PENINSULA), especially the latter; reef edge is ir- |

|
|

regular; coral heads cen probably be cleared successfully to provide approach for
LECM'e and LCT's,

= Continued =
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On 16 July (K) TG 58.2 flew 74 sorties over GUAM target areas dropping
28 tons plus 24 rockets and 20 incendiary clusters; we lost 1 plane but pilet
and crew were saved.

Com5thFleet reports airstrip on KAGMAN PENINSULA expected to be available
for use by 20 July.

W.C. MILLER (DE) reports enemy submarine definitely destroyed on morning
14 July (K) at 15-17 N, 144-20 E (65 miles W of SAIPAN).

CenPac shore based aircraft on 15 July bombed WOTJE, MILLE, and TRUK.

MICKEY FINN WOLFPACK (GUARDFISH (SS 217), THRESHER (SS 200), and PIRANHA
(ss 389)), operating NW LUZON, reports heavy damage to enemy on night 16 July.
GUARDFISH sank 4 ships for total tonnage 29,000; 1 probably sunk and 1 damaged
for 7,500 tons; all from a 9-ship convoy, THRESHER wiped out 6eship convoy by
sinking 3 AK's, 1 AO, and 1 escort; 1 remaining escort damaged. PIRANHA sank
1 AOs Total score: Sunk: 7 AK's, 2 AO's, 1 escort; Probably sunk: 1 AK, 1 escort;
Damaged: 1 AK. All attacks in general vicinity 18-45 N, 119-45 E (50 miles W of
NW tip of LUZON).

SKATE (SS 305), operating in KURILES, reports 2 AK's sunk 15 July.

PLAICE (S5 390), operating BONINS Area, reports 1 of 4 radar-equipped
escorts sunk at 171500 GCT.

PAMPANITO (SS 383), operating RMPIRE waters, reports a 5,000-ton AK
probably sunk with 1 hit on 6 Julye.

YAP TOWN was heavily bombed by B~24's on 15 and 16 July (K). On the 16th
an unspecified number of B-24's dropped 235 250-1b. bombs and 12 500-1b. bombs, i
60% being in the target area; large explosions and fires resulted; 14 to 17 enemy |
planes intercepted aggressively; 2 B-24's collided and crashed 8 miles S of YAP: ‘
1 other, crippled by fighters, made a water landing 200 miles off N NEW GUINEA
Coast; 8 enemy fighters were shot down. On the 16th 20 B-24's dropped 50% of
their bombs in the target arem; 10 enemy planes weakly intercepted, 1 being shot
down; one of our planes was demaged. 2 other B-24's bombed the YAP runway with
20 260-1b. bombs; results unobserved.

Bombing of WOLEAI was continued on 15 July (K) by 3 B-24's, and on the 16th
by 4 B=-24's. Night heckling of PALAU also continued on the 15th and 16th. A
single B-24 hit SOROL ISLAND on the 15th. MANCKWARI AA positions were heavily
hit on the 16th by 18 B-24's which dropped 480 100-1b. bombs; targets were covered
and buildings were demolisheds Minor strikes were made along W shore GEELVINK BAY
and against BABO shippinge. 23 A-20's and 13 fighter bombers attacked hostile
troop concentrations in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area. Usual fighter sweeps were made
along N NEW GUINEA Coest. C=47's flew 81 supply missions to forward bases, in-
cluding 56 to BIAKs On the 16th 11 B=24's and 3 B-25's bombed the LAUTEMW west
drome on TIMOR. Meager reports indicete that air forces continue their active
role of neutralization of NEW BRITAIN, NEW IRELAND, and BOUGAINVILLE.

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area, our ground forces report a further 344 enemy dead.
We have moved supporting troops up and have established line of battle along the
DRINIUMOR RIVER. This movement cut off advance elements of the enemy which were
attempting to operate to the west of the river. Enemy priscners have been taken

= Continued = p’]ﬂf}
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16 July (Oahu date - Cont'd) HQ USEUCOM

and 2 enemy divisions, the 4lst and 20th, have been identified forward with a
third, the 5lst, in supports Our naval forces have gone into action on our
coastal flank and are shelling enemy concentrations and targets. Our air forces
are operating in close support of the ground troops.

; "(1_',/_
17 July (Oshu date) =

Mopping up and anti sniper activity continued on SAIPAN during 17 July (X).
All Divisions are now in the rehabilitation areas preparing for TINIAN assault.
DD gunfire was conducted during the day against selected TINIAN targets; during |
the night harassing fire was delivered on SUNHARON TOWN. 13 battalions of artil-
lery (156 guns) emplaced on southern SAIPAN are concentrating their fire against
TINIANe Air strikes against TINTAN are being conducted by SAIPAN based planes.
18,011 enemy troops have been buried to date. 13, 822 civilians have been in-
terned; nationalities are: Japanese 9,624, Koreans 1,159, Chamorros 2,257,
Carolinians 782. 1,620 prisoners have been taken; B09 are Japanese, 811 are
Koreans

During 16 end 17 July (K) ship bombardment of GUAM was effectively conducted.
CTF 55 considers that demage to coast defense and dual purpose guns is now suf=
ficient to permit uninterrupted approach to lending beaches when supported by
counter battery fire. On the 17th bombardment was directed against defensive works
on and close behind the beaches; coast defense and dual purpose guns were not neg-
lecteds Removal of underwater obstacles is underway. During the nights of 18
and 19 July 1 CA and 3 DD's will taeke station off GUAM landing beaches to inter=
dict repairs to beach defenses and reef obstructions; 3 DD's in each area will
combine screening duty with support of night demolition operations as required.

On 17 July (K) TG 58.1 hit GUAM; 71 sorties were flown over the target
area and 38 tons of bombs plus 37 rockets were dropped; the group lost 2 planes
with pilots and crewmen. On the same day ROTA wae hit by TG 58.2; 46 sorties
were flown over the target area and 12 tons of bombs were dropped; no plane losses |
were reported.

On 16 July CenPac shore based aircraft bombed MILLE, WOTJE, and TAROA.

GUARDFISH (SS 217) senk 1 9,800-ton naval auxiliary out of a large convoy
at 180922 GCT in position 20-25 N, 119-12 E (135 miles NW of NW tip of LUZON);
course 215, speed 15; convoy was composed of 2 CV's, 2 AO's, several AP's and
naval auxiliaries. No chase was possible owing to 30-foot seas.

REDFIN (SS 272)(SWPA), operating CELEBES SEA and off STARGAO STRAIT, sum-
marizes 3rd war patrol; 1 large AO and 1 AP were sunk for a total tonnage of
16,1003 1 9,300-ton AP was damaged.

FLYING FISH (SS 229)(SWPA), operating W of PALAU and off SAN BERNADINO STRAIT,
summarizes 10th war patrol; sank 1 4,000-ton AK and damaged 1 4,000-ton AKe.

FLOUNDER (SS 251)(SWPA), operating vicinity HALMAHERA, summarizes 2nd war
patrol; sank 1 4,000=ton AK,

HAKE (SS 256)(8WPA), operating CELEBES SEA, summarizes 5th war patrol; sank |
1 1,600=ton DD and 1 5,500=ton AK, 1 7,500-ton AP and 1 10-ton craft for a total |

tonnage of 14,510; demaged 1 10,000=ton XAV,

= Continued =
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On 17 July (K) MANORWARI gun positions were again bombed by 2 squadrons of
B-24's, while 8 other B-24's attacked the MOEMI Airdrome. 3 B-25's attacked ship-
ping off southern VOGELKOP. 18 A-20's, and 3 B-25's hit enemy concentrations E of
TADJI. Fighter bombers continued heavy bombing and strafing attacks against enemy
positions and installations between AITAPE and WEWAK. C=47's flew 98 supply mis=-
sions to forward bases, including 73 to BIAK. Night harassment by 3 B-24's '
continued against WOLEAI and PALAU. |

|
|

In the ATIAPE-WEWAK Area the enemy made weak attempts to penetrate our po-
sitions along the DRUNIUMOR RIVER; these attempts which were made at night were
repulsed; our neval units in support shelled enemy installations along the coast.
On NOEMFOOR vigorous patrolling continues., y

/ { l"'\-%‘cr‘

On 18 July (K) dewn and afternoon air strikes were made against PAGAN by SAI-
PAN land based planes; 1 enemy plane was destroyed on the ground; the field was re-
ported inoperational. Systematic naval and artillery gunfire and air strikes con-
tinue against known installations on TINIAN. As of the 18th 19,793 enemy troops
had been buried.

18 July (Oshu date)

CTF 53 reports good progress being made on clearance of obstacles on reefs
off all landing beaches on GUAM. The landing beaches and adjacent areas have been
thoroughly covered by naval and air bombardment. Opposition to all operations still
is negligible, Clearance of reef obstacles and intensive bombing and gunfire on all
beach defenses Wil continuing.

On 18 July (K) all TG's of TF 58 concentrated egainst GUAM; 1,020 sorties were
flown over the target area, and 400 tons of bombs and 140 rockets were dropped; we
lost § planes and 3 crews. On the 19th strikes by TF 58 continued against GUAM; '
reports from TG's 58,2 and 588 show 6535 sorties over the target area expending '
225 tons of bombs; no plane loss was reported.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 17 July bombed WOTJE, TAROA and PONAPE.
CominCh 061900 directs that in the event of an attack having been made upon

a hospital ship the theater commander concerned will convene a Board of Investiga-
tion to obtain the circumstences in the case.

COD (88 224) reports sighting at 172240 (H) 2 heavy units plus 5 DD's positia:f
12-24 N, 116-27 E (off SE coast of MINDORO), course 270, speed 19, [

COBIA (SS 245), operating BONINS Area, reports at 181229 GCT sank 1 large and |
1 medium AK. . '

|
PLAICE (88 390), operating BONINS Area, reports at 181546 GCT sank 1 DD in '
southbound convoy.

WILKINS WOLFPACK (SAWFISH (SS 276), ROCK (S8 274), TILEFISH (88 307)),
operating LUZON STRAIT, reports at 171845 GCT convoy in position 22-23 N, 119-02 E
(65 miles W of TAKAO, FORMOSA), course 180, speed 14. At dawn the following ships
were sighted: 2 small carriers, 1 heavy cruiser, 6 AP's, 6 AO's, 1 DD, and 1 PC;
ships were in 2 columns with CA on center ahead and 1 carrier in each column; es=
corts were patrolling on the flanks. In a submerged attack the SAWFISH got 2 hits

- Continued = 2 n O,ﬁ
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in a 10,000~ton A0 for 9 torpedoes fireds ROCK got 5 timed hits for 10 fired; 1
in AK, 2 in AP, and 2 in AO. TILEFISH, with 2 hits for 7 torpedoes fired, sank
1 DDa

FLASHER (S8 249)(SWPA), operating SOUTH CHINA SFA, reports 1 medium Maru .
sunk off CAPE VARELLA, FRENCH INDO CHINA, on night of 7 July with 2 hits. At '
191130 GCT she reports 2 hits in KUMA Class cruiser; knocking her maimmest off but
believes CA departed from position 12-45 N, 114-20 E (300 miles E of CAPE VARELLA)
at about 191030 GCT, course 245, speed 17.

RAY (SS 271)(SWPA) reports at 181300 GCT senk large AO in position 05-20 S, |
112-22 E (midway between BORNEOQ and JAVA).

On 16 and 17 July (K) minor eir strikes were made egainst YAP; on the 18th
a heavy strike was made by 19 B=-24's. On the 18th and 19th SOROL and WOLEAI were
hit by 3-6 B-24's. Medium, attack, and fighter bombers continue heavy attacks
against enemy concentrations and installations in the AITAPE-WEWAK Ares.

Our ground forces in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area are mopping up isolated enemy
parties west of the DRINIUMOR RIVER; an additional 175 Japs have been killed snd
25 teken prisoners. 2 CA's and 4 DD's are furnishing close supporte

19 July (Oshu date) 7\7 (‘ LN

Task Force 53 commences landing operations against GUAM at 0830 (K) 21 July.
lst Marine Division lands regiments abreast on beaches at ASAN with immediate
objective of securing APRA HARBOR. 1lst Marine Provisional Brigade (4th and 22nd
Marine Re nts) with one RCT (305th) of 77th Inf Div will land on beaches at :
AGAT with Jective of seizing OROTE PENINSULA. 77th Inf Div (less one RCT),
remaining as floating reserve, is scheduled to land on 23 July (X).

CTF 53 reports excellent progress being made on obstruction clearance and
preparation of reefs. Heavy interdiction fire has continued day and night to
prevent replacement of obstacles. Destruction of shore defenses has proceeded as
scheduled with heavy close range gunfire and powerful air strikes. Opposition to
our operations continues negligible and CTF 63 believes that very few fixed
defenses remain in the vicinity of the landing beaches; the most serious opposition
is expected to be from mobile artillery which has not fired and which has not bsen
located.

With reports from TG 58.1 end 58.4, TF 58 sent a total of 1008 sorties
against GUAM on 19 July (K); over 400-tons of bombs were dropped; we lost one plane;
TF 58 continued its strikes against GUAM on the 20th; the only group thus far
reported is TG 58.3 which flew 341 sorties over the target area and dropped over
300-tons of bombs and 83 rockets; we lost 1 plane with crew.

CTG 12.2 (HOGGATT BAY with 4 DEs) reports enemy submarine believed definite-
ly destroyed at sbout 182310 (K) in the MARIANAS area.

CTF 67 162330 summarizes operations 11=15 July inclusive.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 18 July bombed MILLE, WOTJE, and TRUK. The
TRUK strike was executed by 22 B-24s; weather obstructed observation of results.
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On 19 July (K) 3 PB4Ys from SAIPAN bombed CHICHI JIMA and HAHA JIMA. At
CHICHI JIMA a 5000-ton AK was bombed and 3 of 6-8 coastal vessels were fired by
strafing; no other ships were present; barracks, naval installations, radio station
and seaplane base were damaged by bombing and strafing; one direct hit (1000-1b
bomb) was observed on hangar at SE corner of airfield., At HAHA JIMA & 200-ton AK
was sunk and 4 of 19 coastal vessels were left ablaze; several fires were started
among buildings and installations by strafing; 11 of 26 enemy planes were damaged.
The 3 planes returned safely.

ComSoPac 140227 (pink) lists air squadrons of RNZAF which can be made avail-
able for transfer to SWPA; lists type squadron available date, and present loca-
tion.

Richardson 170205 (pink) announces that 24th Army Corps with ettached units,
and 818t Division with attached units, pass to operational control CTF 36.

CinCPOA 190519 (pink) requests ComSoPac to arrange directly with CinCSWPA
transfer of RNZAF aircraft unite to SWPA; relates to ComSoPac 140227.

GUARDFISH (SS 217) reports sinking 1 6100-ton AK and damaging 1 4000~ton AK
in 6-ship northbound convoy at 182243 GCT position 20-05 N, 118-23 E (150 mi NW of
NW tip of LUZON).

TINOSA (SS 283) operating YELLOW SEA reports at 191235 GCT sank 1 large AP
and 1 AK; with gunfire sank 1 schooner, 1 trawler, and 1 sampan.

ASPRO (SS 309)(SWPA) reports attacking escorted convoy of 4 AXs on 19 July
(E long.date) in position 02-40 §, 127-05 E (256 mi N of BOEROE IS). 2 observed
and 4 timed hits obtained on 2 AKs.

JACK (SS 259)(SWPA) operating N of MALAY BARRIER summarizes 5th War Patrol.
Sank 1 10,000~ton A0, 1 7000-ton AK, and 2 4000-ton unidentified ships, for total
tonnage 25,000; damaged 3 4000-ton unidentified ships.

GUAVINA (8S 362) during 18 end 19 July picked up 8 downed airmen near YAP.

On 19 July (K) 2 waves of B-24s heavily bombed YAP; 15 to 18 enemy planes
aggressively intercepted for a period of 20 minutes and accurately dropped from
10 to 14 phosphorous bombs; 2 enemy planes were shot down and wé lost 1 B-24, the
crew of which was seen to parachute into the water. SOROL ISLAND was hit by 7
B-24s which dropped 120 100~lb bombs and 60 fragmentation clusters with unobserved
results. Heckling of PALAU and WOLEAI continued. 11 B-24s attacked enemy ship-

' ping in the TAWITAWI area.

In the AITAPE-WEWAK area the enemy, having been frustrated in his initial
frontal attempt at infiltration of the DRINIUMOR RIVER sector, is now attempting
to by-pass our right flank through the foothills of the TORRICELI MOUNTAINS.

Our ground forces report an additional 582 killed. Our medium bombers and fighters
harrassed the enemy's rear areas while naval units shelled coastal traffiec,
Adverse weather conditions hindered air operations in all sectors.
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Landings on GUAM took place on all beaches according to schedule commencing
at 0830 (K) 21 July. Landings were made against light opposition only and mostly
on southern beaches. CTF 53 in a despatch to CTF 58 stated that air strikes during
the past four days had left nothing to be desireds. On 20 July (K) TF 58 sen® 1302
sorties over GUAM target areas, dropping 894 tons of bombs and 115 rockets; we lost
2 planes with crews in combat and 3 planes operationally. On the 2lst TG's 58.1,
58.3, and 58.4 flew 582 sorties over GUAM target areas and dropped 2156 tons of bombs
and 67 rockets; 1 plane with crew was lost in combat and 3 planes (2 with crew) were
lost operationally. TG 58.2 stands by for call strikes.

Bombardment of TINIAN has been intensified.
CenPac shore based aircraft on 19 July bombed TAROA and WOTJE.

On 20 July (K) 4 PB4Y's, operating from SAIPAN, bombed IWO JIMA and CHICHI
JIMA from 1950 to 2045; details are lacking.

WILKINS (in TILEFISH) reports at 210800 GCT 1 AO, 2 to 4 AP's, and 4 DD's
in position 21-00 N, 123-06 E (180 mi. NNE of APARRI) course 210, speed 14. In
submerged attack ROCK (SS 274) got 3 timed hits for 4 fired, 2 in AO and 1 in AP,

GUAVINA (8S 364) reports that she has a total of 12 downed airmen who were
picked up near YAP; 4 were rescued on 12 July and 8 on the 18th and 19th.

HADDO (SS 255)(SWPA), operating CELEBES SEA, summarizes 6th war patrol; sank
with gunfire 2 small 250-ton craft and 1 landing barge; fired no torpedoes. |

On 20 July (K) 12 B-25's maintained air blockade of the VOGELKOP by attacking
barges near SORONG and bombing buildings, jetty, and oil tanks on KASIM ISLAND in .
SELE STRAITS. Fighter bombers destroyed a barge and several canoes loaded with '
supplies on the GEELVINK BAY Coaste 23 B=24's heavily hit MANOKWARI on the 20th (K)
dropping over 60 tons of bombs on the airdrome and gun positions; several large fires
were started and an ammunition dump exploded. 2 B=24's bombed gun positions at
MOEMI. Heckling attacks were made against YAP, WOLEAI, and PALAU, Heavy bombers
dropped 19 tons of bombs on NAMLEA Airdrome (SW NEW GUINEA), while fighter bombers
operated over TANIMBAR.

Our ground forces in the AITAPE-WEWAK Area continue to counter enemy attempts
to probe our southern flank. Medium and light bombers dropped 20 tons on enemy
installations while air patrols harassed the enemy on inland trails and in coastal

sectors. Shore positions were bombarded by naval unitse '
( (A"
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CTF 63 reports that our assault forces have landed on GUAM with absolute
precision and according to schedule; all assault units and their weapons, includ-
ing tanks and artillery, had been landed by 1800 (K) 21 July. Initial opposition
was nominal but stiffened as troops advanced. Initial waves at southern beaches
received some mortar fire prior to the landing; on the northern beaches such fire
was not received until after several waves had landed. Casualties are unreported
but believed moderate. Gunfire and air support which preceded the landings was
reported by CTF 53 as being umsurpassed. TG 58.2 which supported the landing did
much to keep enemy artillery fire to the minimum; during the day this group drop-
ped 90-tons of bombs and expended 248 rockets. Called fires from fire support
ships have been used freely; illumination and harassing gunfire will be furnished
during the night 21-22 July (K)s Good beach heads have been secured, though it is
expected that enemy artillery fire on the beach heads may be troublesome during
the night. Unloading of essential supplies will continue to capacity of beaches.
RCT 305 (77th Inf Div) was landed afternoon 21 July (K) over southern beaches; it
is planned to land remaining 2 RCTs of 77th Inf Div over the same beaches on 22
July (K) if beach conditions and the tactical situation permit.

On 22 July (K) TG 58.2 continued to support the landing force; 180 sorties
operated over the target areas and dropped 63-tons of bombs plus 80 rockets.
Night fighters patrolled over SAIPAN, TINIAN and GUAM.

On 24 July (K) the Northern Landing Force will assault TINIAN; landings will
be made on the WHITE Beaches on the NW tip of the island approximately 3 miles SW
of USHI POINT. Initial landings will be made by 4th Mar Div, to be followed by
2nd Mar Div; 27th Inf Div will remain on SAIPAN prepared to embark on 4 hours !
notice, and to land on the 2 WHITE Beaches or such other beaches as the situation |
may dictate. The artillery of the 24th Corps (less 76mm gune) remains on southern
SATPAN to support the landings; 75mm guns will accompany the assaulting forces.
Softening-up of TINIAN continues with heavy artillery bombardment by the shore
based artillery on SAIPAN and by the air units based on SAIPAN. |

On 20 July 12 B-258 of 7th AAF bombed PONAPE hitting gun positions on |
JOKAJ Island. [

STURGEON (SS 187) reports sinking a 9200-ton AP in an Empire bound convoy
north of AMAMI O SHIMA on 3 July with 3 hits out of 4 electric torpedoes fired.
COBIA (SS 245) operating BONINS area reports at 221202 GCT one 600-ton patrol
vessel and 2 trawlers sunk by gunfire.

On 21 July (K) 20 B-258 bombed YAP Island, dropping 460 100-1b bombs on the |
runway end dispersal areas; of 11 enemy intercepters, 6 were shot down and one was
probably shot down; 3 of our plenes were damaged. Heckling strikes continued
against WOLEAI, PALAU and SOROL. 2 B-25s attacked shipping along south coast of
VOGELKOP while 4 others hit shipping in SELE STRAITS. 25 B=24s bombed MANOKWARI
airdrome and AA gun positions. 6 A-20s destroyed barracks at NABIRE while two
fighter-bombers destroyed a large oil barge off CAPE MOEM. P-39s bombed caves and |
barge centers along north BIAK coast.

In the AITAPE-WEWAK area our ground forces repulsed a small scale probing
attack at night on the southern flenk DRINIUMOR RIVER line; an additional 105

- continued -
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21l July (Oshu date)-continued-

enemy dead are reported. B=-25s, A-208 and fighter-bombers expended 4l-tons on
troop concentrations, lines of communication and supply areas from YAKAMUL (east
of AITAPE) to WEWAK. Our naval units (2 CAs and 4 DDs) in support of our ground
forces bombarded enemy positions and blockaded coastal traffic.

CinCSWPA 210801Z July contains warning order for operations against
MOROTAT.

(fn )\
22 July (Oshu date)

The GUAM operation is proceeding satisfactorily. As of 1800 (K) 23 July -
2 RCTs of 77th Inf. Dive. and all of corps artillery had been landed. In the
south our beachhead extends from a point on the shore line 600 yards north of
AGAT and from & point on the shore line 4200 yards south of AGAT thence extending
eastward to form a perimeter averaging 3,000 to 4,000 yards in depthe. In the
north our beachhead extends from a point on the shore line 4400 yards northeast
of PITI and from a point on the shore line 200 yards south of PITI thence east-
ward forming a perimeter averaging 1,000-2,000 yards in depth. Occupation of
CABRAS ISLAND was completed on evening 22 July (K). During the night 21-22 July |
(K) both beach areas received intermittent rifle and mortar fire; on night 22-23
July (K) this fire continued to harass the northern srea, Early morning 22 July
(K) the enemy counter attacked the southern force with 1 infantry company sup-
ported by several tanks; 5 enemy tanks were destroyed and 268 enemy dead were
left within our lines. Early morning 22 July (K) a heavy enemy counter attack
against the eastern part of our northern beachhead caused a critical situation i
for a brief period, but was repulsed after deylight with effective air, navel
gunfire, and artillery support. Onr beachhead on the south includes MT. ALIFAN;
in the north CTF 53 reports that we control the road leading from AGANA to PITI,
and the road leading to MT. TENJO. Our casualties as of 231600 (K) are: killed
in action, 348; wounded in action 1,500; missing in action, 110; these figures
are possibly incomplete. Enemy known dead, 948; undoubtedly there are many more.
Navel gunfire and air strikes continue strongly in close support of our troops,
and continue to harass the enemy rear areas and to interdict movements therein.

CTF 52 reports that assault troops of 4th MarDiv would be loaded on 23
July (K) in preparation for the assault against TINTAN. The continued destruction
of enemy gun and troop positions on TINIAN has been greatly intensified by naval,
artillery gunfire, and aerial bombardment.

During the nights of 21 and 22 July (K) night fighters operated over GUAM,
SATPAN, end TINIAN. On the 22nd SAIPAN based P-47's flew 52 sorties against
TINIAN. P-47's struck PAGAN without meeting opposition. On the 23rd a plane on
&/3 patrol strafed ROTA; the enemy were observed repairing the airfield and there
was evidence that a plene had recently landed on it.

On 26 July (East Longitude Date) TF 58 (less TG 58.4) will make photographic
gstrikes apainst YAP, PALAU, and ULITHI.
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CTG 56,1 reports revised list of casualties to date for the SAIPAN
Operation:

UNIT KIA WIA MIA TOTAL
2nd MarDiv 1,142 4,917 106 6,165
4th MerDiv 966 5,456 141 6,563
27th Inf. Div. 901 2,486 112 3,498
Corps Artillery T 17 24
Corps Troops 18 130 4 152
Totals 3,004 13,0056 368 16,402

The SAIPAN Garrison Force have lost 15 killed in action, 44 wounded in action,
and 2 missing in action for a total of 61 casualties; the combined total of
Garrison and Combat Troops casualties is 16,463. Enemy buried to date: 20,720;
our burials to date: 2nd MarDiv, 1,168; 4th MarDiv, 1,027; 27th Inf. Diw, 1,007
for a total of 3,202, Of the total hospitalized, 5,016 have been returned to
duty. Civilians interned: Japsnese 10,009; Koreans 1144; Chemorros 2261;
Carolinians 778; grand total 14,192. Interned civilisns sick and wounded:
Japanese 1381, Korean 286, Chamorros 133, Carolinisns 75; grand total 1,875,
Prisoners of war to date: Japenese 879; Korean 828; for a total of 1,707.

At 221000 (K) 27th Inf. Div. assumed control of the area formerly occupied
by 4th MarDiv on SAIPAN. 1st Battalion, 29th Marines, (less Company C) moved
into the area formerly occupied by 2nd MarDiv on SAIPAN, and assumed responsi-
bility for patrols and security of that area.

CenPac shore based aircraft on 21 July bombed the major islands of TRUK
ATOLL; 27 participating B-24's dropped 75 tons of bombs concentrated against
airfields, warehouses, and docks; 2 airborne fighters made no attempt to interceptﬁ
i

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area our ground forces report only patrol activity.
1 CA and 5 DD's continue to furnish close support. Medium, attack, and fighter
bombers continue to hit enemy troop concentrations and supply installations in
the AITAPE-WEWAK Area.

On 22 July (K) 22 B-24's heavily bombed YAP Airdrome with reportedly
excellent results; of 4-5 intercepting fighters, 1 was shot down and 2 were
damaged; 2 of our planes were damaged; the enemy fighters inaccurately dropped
8 phosphorous bombs,

On the 22nd 4 B-24's bombed WOLEAI. On the night of 21-22 July (RK)
heckling snoopers continued their operations against YAP and PALAU. B-24's
bombed installations and shipping in the VOGELKOP Area. 15 B-24's heavily bombed
BABO Airdrome while others hit the RANSIKI Drome. 8 B-24's effectively bombed AA
gun positions at MANOKWARI. B-25's attacked enemy shipping off east coast of

MOROTAI. C=47's flew a total of 74 supply missions to BIAK airfields.(u@}?z 3
) t i
f
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Operations of our ground forces on GUAM proceeded rather slowly on 24 July (K).
Registance continued to be heavy on the sastern flank of the northern area, and
though many enemy were killed both by troops and by intensive naval gunfire and
naval bombing, progress was slow. Better progress was made in the southern area
where OROTE PENINSULA was completely cut off despite considerable opposition. Front
lines as defined on the preceding day remain substantially the same, except that
in the north our line has besn pushed forward approximately 1,000 yards along the
NE perimeter; in the south the perimeter was extended approximately 400 yards in
the NW portion to close off OROTE PENINSULA. The area between our north and south
beachheads has been almost entirely covered by patrols operating along the shore |
line; very few of the enemy were found remaining in that area. 77th Inf. Div.
proceeded with relief of Marines in the southern area in order to permit lst
Provisional Brigade to reorganize and prepare for a concentrated attack on OROTE
on 26 July (K)s RCT 307 (77th Inf. Div.) which constituted the Corps Reserve is
being landed over southern beaches. Unloading progresses satisfactorily.

Commencing at 0750(K) 24 July, our assault foroes landed on white beaches,
(RW tip of TINIAN about 3 miles SW of USHI POINT), ageinst light opposition; by 0930
(K) our forces had advanced 600 yards inlend. Progress ashore is satisfactory.
During the bombardment of SW TINIAN the COLORADO (BB 45) end the NORMAN SCOTT
(DD 690) sustained damage from enemy shore batteries. The COLORADO received about
15 hite believed to be from 6~inch caliber; 2 officers and 35 enlisted men were
killed, and 1 officer and 77 enlisted men were wounded; material dam ge to ship is
considerable. The hit on the NORMAN SCOTT killed the Captein and caused heavy
casualties.

BUSH (DD 529) while training in local area (KAHOOLAWE ISLAND) sustained serious
gun casualties during AA phase of shore bombardment when gun number 3 exploded over |
after starboard 40-mm director; probably caused by hitting starboard radio antenna l
suspension arm on after stack, or by possible premature explosion; 5 are dead, 1 \
ie fatally injured, 2 are seriously injured, and severel others suffered minor in=
Juries; vessel will require tender or yard aveilability. .

TF 58 (less TG 58.4) is now enroute to conduct photo strike against YAP,
PALAU, and ULITHI. TG 58.4 remains to support our assault forces on GUAM and
TINTAN.

On 23 July (K) TG 58.4, in support of our forces asseulting TINIAN, dropped
80 tons of bombs and fired 80 rockets. On the 24th the Group continued this support;,
expending 56 tone of bombs and 27 rockets; the Group also hit GUAM with 18 tons of
bombs and ROTA with 8 tons. CTF 51 has directed that neutralization of ROTA by
air strikes and surface bombardment be assigned CTF 53.

Night fighter patrols from SAIFAN continued to operate over GUAM and SAIPAN.
On 23 July (K) P-47's from SAIPAN flew 96 sorties in executing call missions over
TINIAN; enemy concentrations and installations were attacked with bombs and rockets
and were strafed; support was reported as very effective.

CenFac shore based aircraft on 22 July bombed PONAPE; 12 B-25's attacked gun
positions on JAKAJ ISLAND, and strafed PONAPE TOWN and harbor installations with
50 caliber dnd 75-mm cannon.
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SHARK (SS 314), operating BONINS Area, reports at 231105 GCT probably sinking
1 AX in a convoy previously attacked by the COBIA and the PLAICE.

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area our ground forces repulsed small scale enemy recon-
naissance attacks on our DRINUIMOR RIVER line where the enemy is apparently still
trying to effect a large scale concentration of forces. B-25's, A-20's, and fighter
bombers dropped 27 tons of bombs on bivouac and supply areas in support of our
ground forces. Air patrols and naval units shelled supply area near BUT and the
coastal rodds.

On 23 July (K) YAP was again heavily attacked by 23 B-24's; of 8 enemy inter=-
ceptors 2 were shot down; 3 of our planes were damaged. Heckling of PALAU and
WOLEAI continued.

On 23 July (K) BABO taxiway and revetments were hit by 3 B-24's, while 3
others struck the MOEMI runwaye A small number of B-25's conducted shipping
strikes along west VOGELKOP and south shore of GEELVINK BAY. 2 B-24's heckled YAP
airdrome on night of 22-23 July (K)e C-47's flew 48 troop carrier missions to
BIAK.

Recent photographs reveal that on 22 July (K) the airfields at KAVIENG,
PANAPAT, LAKUNAI, TOBERA, and VUNAKANAU were serviceable.

In the North Pacific on 22 July 4 PV's from FAW 4 bombed novthern KURILES;
8 enemy fighters intercepted; 1 PV with engine shot out reported intention to land
on KAMCHATKA.

CominCh 021631 (pink) contains planning message from Joint Staff Planners to
CinCPOA Planners requesting certain information reference CAUSEWAY Joint Staff
Studye

CinCPOA 240957 (pink) replies to foregoing despatch. ff‘}\ﬁn

24 July (Oahu date)

On 25 July (X) operations of our ground forces on GUAM proceeded satisfactorilye
In the northern area the enemy resistance inland from ADELUP POINT is being over=-
come and our progress there has accelerated. Near the base of OROTE PENINSULA the
enemy has organized a center of resistance to oppose its occupation; the forces
comprising this resistance are isolated from the remainder of enemy forces. Our
troops in the extreme south are meeting little resistance and their advance is
limited by considerations of over extension rather than by opposition. Naval gun=
fire and bombing continue active in close support of our troops. 1lst Provisional
Marine Brigade will launch a coordinated attack against the hostile forces on OROTE
PENINSULA on 26 July (K).

The left flank of our northern perimeter rests on the shore line at ADELUP
POINT; the right flank at a point 2,000 yards south of PITI; the depth o{‘Phe perime=
ter averages about 2,000 yardse The left flank of our southern perimatarni% & point |
on the shore line 1,800 yards NNW of AGAT; it then extends across the base of OROTE
PENINSULA, follows the shore line to the north, resting at a point 2,600 yards NNE
of AGAT. Right flank of the perimeter rests at a point on the shore line 4,000
yards 8 of AGAT; the deepest point of penetration of the perimeter is 4,600 yards
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E of AGAT. Between the two perimeters our patrols operating from both areas have
made contacta.

Our GUAM casualties as of 241600 (K): killed in action, 443; wounded in action,
2,3663; missing in action, 209. There are 2,399 enemy known dead, and there are un-
doubtedly maeny more.

At the end of the second day of operation of our forces sgeinst TINIAN, the
situation was developing most favorably. 4th MarDiv, which led the assault, has
beer landed with 4 battalions of 76-mm Howitzers which are furnishing direct sup-
port; most of the 2nd MarDiv has been landed (second and eighth RCT's plus 1 bat-
talion of sixth RCT)s. At about 0430 (K) on 25 July the enemy strongly counter at-
tacked. The effort was repulsed, with many Japs and § tanks being destroyed,

Thus far opposition has been generally light, The left flank of our perimeter rests
at a point on the shore line 1,600 yards SW of USHI POINT, right flank rests at a
point on the shore line 8,000 yards SW of USHI POINT, deepest point of penetration
of our perimeter is 2,800 yards in the center. Our casualties as of 251600 (K):,
killed in action, 15; wounded in action, 225; missing in amction, not reported. As
of 251200 (K) there were 1,324 known Jap dead.

TG 58.4 supported the TINIAN action on 25 July (K) with 137 sorties over the
target area; 69 tons of bombs were dropped; we lost 1 plane operationally. Night
fightere from SAIPAN operated over GUAM and SAIPAN during the hours of darkness.
P-47's from SAIPAN flew 55 sorties in support of the TINIAN action strafing AA and
machine gun positions and dropping 500-1b. bombe on mortar positions. P-47's also
bombed and strafed ROTA airstrip scoring 11 well spaced hits on the runway.

CTF 57 210430 summarizes operations 16-20 July inclusive. |
CenPac shore based aircraft on 23 July bombed WOTJE, MILLE, NAURU, and TRUK.

CAVALLA (SS 244) reports at 251245 GCT no shipping except a few sampans along
E coast LUZON; sank 1 Jap sampan with gunfire.

CTF 52 241658 defines status of KOREAN laborers captured during SAIPAN opera-
tione.

D=day for operation against CAPE SANSAPOR will be 30 July (E. Longitude Date).

In the AITAPE-WEWAK Area the enemy made another attempt to breach the DRINIUMOR
RIVER line, in frontal assaults, combined with flank envelopment from the south.
The main attacks broke down under our artillery fire; footholds gained by the ine
filtration of isolated detachments are being liquidated in local counter attacks
now in progress; the fighting is sharp. In these successive assaults on narrow
frontages, in column of companies, over a period of days, the enemy shows an ap- |
parent inability to deliver a concentrated effort with his combined forces. His
piece-meal attacks result in localized combats in which he is rapidly dissipating
his strength. In his rear, every bivouac and supply point has been pounded by air
bombardment and his carrier lines, absorbing the bulk of his service elements, !
have been strafed incessantly. The relentless interdiction of our light naval forces
has destroyed the bulk of his barges and reduced his truck traffic along the coastal
roaed to inapprecisble volume. Frisoners of war give a vivid picture of deteriora-
tion on the line of communications to WEWAK and the starvation level of his supplies
forward. His casualties already run into the thousands and his fight for survival
is becoming more acute.
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On night 23-24 July (K) 2 B-24's heckled PALAU by striking both the PELELIU
and BABELTHUAP airfields. Support of our ground forces in the AITAPE Ares was
carried out by 18 A-20's, 1 B-25, and an unspecified number of P-47's, P-39's, and
Beauforts. C~47's flew 95 supply missions to forward bases including 83 to BIAK
N and 1 to NOEMFOOR. Heavy strikes were conducted against eastern NEW BRITAIN and
VEW IRELAND; enemy installations in southern BOUGAINVILLE were also hit.

In the North Pacific on 24 July 8 PV's from FAW 4 conducted an armed reconnais-
sance over the northern KURILES; enemy fighters aggresively intercepted, preventing
1 plene from executing its bombing mission and extensively damaged enother. 1
picket boat was reported sunk. /

25 July (Oahu date)

On 26 July (K) operations on GUAM proceeded satisfactorilys lst Marine Provis-
£ ional Brigade launched its attack against the enemy occupying OROTE PENINSULA early
e on morning 26 July (K). Prior to this attack the enemy during the night made an
attempt to escape from the peninsula by heavily attacking to the south along the
harbor side; this attempt was